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▲DTCETISUaNT TO THE SRCOND SDITION. 

In thif Legkm of Liberty, the amaller pamphlet *• liiberfy,** is in* 
ohided with additione, tmounting in all to more than five hundred 
distinct authorities, b(»ides many incidentally introduced ; they are 
arranged in divisions according to the nations, subjects, Slc, By 
obserring this order, the referen<)e to any individual game will nol 
be difficult. Here is arrayed a host of witnesses and advocates 
for liberty and humanity, and against slavery and texas. If any 
of the testimony is f^se let it be disproved, if any of the reasoning is 
erroneous, let the error be exposed. The interest and magnitude of 
the theme, the number and weight of the authorities, and the nni- 
ted force of the facts and appeals will prove a doubly-twisted three* 
fold cord, not quickly broken. 

The work comprises about four hundred pages, fifty pictures, «nd 
nearly three-fourths of a million of ems. of closely printed letter 
press. A smaller pamphlet or tract could be made from any of its 
divisions. The sterotype plates will be sold at cost or loaned to any 
responsible publisher. The book is offered by the quantity at the 
mere cost of paper, press work, and binding, so that it may. be with- 
in the reach of all ; and those &vorabIy msposed can purchase a 
nomber for distribution ; a moderate effort would place a copy in every 
family. 

Price, 25 cts single, $3,50 per dozen, $18,00 per 100 in paper covers. 
37i do $3,75 do «24,00 do in muslin. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

S^ I^iertait RiAil ionuni tat, nOvl of>tUndun luminSia; — Fliituo. 



Tbis Legion o[ Liberty is a contlimation of Ihe p&mphlel* 
"Liberty," publUheil within the last flveycan, which ahoulil h>Tfl 
been genetaUy ill stribuleil. "Liberty" compriBed anlhoriliea Ibr 
the most pait prior 10 the organization o( the " Abolition iiti," 
fliis second dlriaion conUins more of thoBe who are technicallf wa 
called; it ihould be read in eonnection with the other, without 
which it la inoomplele. It will be found to include neati; every 
variety of Ihehranrhesof its proliflo theme; ami of views, reason- 
tOK, fiicli, style, &c. These brief extracts are principally taken 
from the Atiti-Slavery periodicals and publications, of which they 
give B general glimpse, anil (o which those willing to prosecute tha 
BubjeGt are referred. 

While by the common law of Nature we should be free as oar 
original elements, and by the written law of our constitutions and 
statute^, we boast as our birth-right, of freedom, civil and religlout, 
freedom of speech and of the press; still on this really practical 
and vitally important subject, which mainly regulates our legislk- 
tion and morals, our political economy aai national (want of,) 
prosperity and influence; the total enslavement of nearly Ihree'mil- 
lions of our fellow human beings, the wretched victims of tyran- 
ny on their own native soil; here we stand convicted to our con- 
sciences and to the world, as the abject slaves of slavery. Thfl 
imlpit is muszled, it eannot speak; the press is fettered, it cannot 
move; the right arm of the law is manacled, it cannot stretch forth 
to nuuntaia its own authority and supremacy. The defence of Li- 
berty, " that holy principle, whose name ia on every lip, on every 
coin, on every bailge of the land," eieites persecution in the 
church, proscription in the stale, and infamy and oollawry in the 
social and domestic relations; and for all these outrages perpetn- 
ted in a land governed by public opinion, the signal ciy Is " Anti- 
Slavery 1 Abolition 1" alias Freedom I Justice I 

The severe pecuniary distress and general bankruptcy, has at last 
Qonvinced all classes that the credit system implies correspondii^ 
debt} lh« day of reckoning foreseen by qen of sound views bu 
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come with ag^gravation proportioned at compound interest to {(• 
procrastioation. The signs of the times manifestly declare that 
the generation is born which will also witness the death of slavery 
in these United States. Whether this human Augean stable, mu$t 
be swept by a deluge of blood, or whether by a pure wholesome 
stream from Freedom's fount, the conversion of slaves into citizent, 
depends upon the sovereign people. The great Arbiter of event! 
has left this yet in the control of his free agents. The* varied scenes 
of horror, when the dread day of retribution shall arrive, the mas- 
sacres, the wholesale rapine, the protracted tortures, the anarchy 
of a civil and a servile war;-^no mortal has had the temerity to 
anticipate or imagine; — but it is written, « With what judgment 
ye judge ye shall be judged, and with what measure ye mete it 
shall be measured to you again." 

In arguments and facts, appeals to sympathy and equity, the abo- 
litionists have with them the Universe. The hydra-headed mon- 
ster oppression shrinks instinctively convulsed from the reflection 
of its own hideous features, and by fraud, falsehood and violence, 
by ]ynch-law and gag-law, writhes to shun the exposure, but 
every plea and pretext ventured by it, or its infamous tools, in- 
evitably recoils. f*The slave" say they, <«has less care and more 
ease than the master;" then' it is only fair that they should change 
conditions; which party would object ? — '* The slave is more com- 
fortable and better provided for than the Northei^ Laborer;" — then 
all the battles and speeches, and writings, and preaching, and prayers 
for liberty are vain and false. To test this, propose to the free yeo- 
manry and mechanics of the North, that they and their families for- 
ever, be elevated to the state of utter bondage of the South. ^' Bat the 
Abolitionists have put the cause of emancipation back half a cen- 
tury." — Not yet, for then the seven new slave states should be nulli- 
fied, and the two millions faicrease of slaves be liberated. Within 
the last half century, the number of full blooded slave states has 
doubled, and the number of full blooded and half 'blooded slaves 
quadrupled. This frightful, this tremendous increase, gives the lie 
direct to the shameless, hypocritical pretence, that the present race 
of slave-mongers are guiltless, that the system was entailed on 
them, and they are not responsible. What measure has been at- 
smpted or suggested to prevent or restrain this geometrical ratio 
of increase. Is it the insane acts of the enslaved states of the 
south, and dough brains of the north, in smuggling in the recogni- 
tion of Texas, and attempting the amalgation 6f this worthy sister 
republic ! a recognition which signed the death warrant of the 
union, which only waits annexation to be irrevocably sealed. Is 
it the Colonization Society, the Jesuitical engine of perpetual ban- 
ishment to its colored victims, whose freedom her^ might be dan- 
gerous to the ^'peculiar instithtion;" — ^banishment! a cruel word, 
which even the rude Romans would not allow in their penal laws. 
This society which until lately perverted the sympathies and para- 
lysed the energies of (he few real friends of the oppressed, for 
the first sixteen of its most palmy and prosperous years, could by 
fraud or force efiiect the expulsion of Only 2,162; this in sixteen 
years, while the increase ef the colored slaves is 60,000 each yeai. 
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Why not liberate and colonize tbem, where they were born and 
their tathers before them; here, where there services are needed, 
where, it is said, their labor is indis^pensable, without the enormout 
expense of transportation, and sacrifice of human lives in accliraa- 
tiofl and hardships. Emancipation to be efiTectiial must be general 
throughout the union'; all compensation is encouragement exceivt 
on condition that the system be annihilated. Were Maryland, for 
instance to declare itself a iVee state, most of her colored inhabi- 
tants would be torn from their relations and homes, where proximi- 
ty and intercourse with the 'free states is some checlc to cruelty, 
and domestic employment and old attachment renders their condi- 
tion comparatively endurable, to be driven to the plantations of 
the south west, to be whipped and starved to death on those human 
slaughter grounds; it would be, to lessen the evil in its mitigated^ 
and extend it in its agg'vavateJ forms. The haughty ancient domin- 
ion, the mother of Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Patrick Hen- 
ry, the Randolphs, and oilier s(aunch abolitionists, is compelled to 
obtain a livelihood by this noble means, the breeding of slaves for 
file human shambles, the trafiidng in the nerves, hearts, and souls 
of her own colored sons and daughters, in whose veins frequently 
courses her best blood, and thus save << the slaves from advertisin^- 
for runaway masters." And while this domestic slave trade is th^ 
staple business of the South, the foreign still raises with similar hor 
rors, which only the extinction of its cause, the market for slaves^ 
can suppress. Since nothing but evil can possibly flow either di- 
rectly or remotely from this polluted source, slavery; instead of 
shutting the eyes like the idiot, frightened at his own shadow, and 
hiding the head in. the dust like the stupid ostrich before destruc- 
tion, why not grapple. with the mortal foe like men, like freemen! 

In lieu of any other or better plai^ the following suggestions are 
offered : 

Of the public lands a part were originally ceded by some of the 
old states, for the purpose of paying the national debt, which be- 
ing accomplished, they should have reverted to the donor states; 
the rest were purchased by money from the public treasury, of 
which the proportion of the northern states would be about three- 
fotirths. This domain being the common property of the com- 
mon people, the most equitable and sure mode of dividing }t among 
Its owners, would be by an amendment of the constitution, to dis- 
tribute the annual proceeds among the states in ratio of their rep- 
resentation, for the perpetual support of common schools in each 
state ; the priqucipal to be invested in internal improvements or loaned 
for banking purposes, the state being security for principal and 6 
per cent interest; the interest to be appropriated and applied to 
Common schools according to some plan of organization, of which 
the state of New-York probably presents the best model. As we 
have, and can have no established religion like the church-and- 
state despotisms, it is indispensable that we should have an estab- 
lished system of education, to ensure the general intelligence of 
the people, without which a republic is but a name. The public 
revenue should be raised directly by a tax on all property, that each 
may pay according: to his ability, and know the amount he pays; 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

and for what purpose. If the Chartists of Great Britain can t» 
starved into compelling their oppressors to abolish the monstrous 
com IawS| we could be liberated from customs and tribute, and 
have free commerce, and each pay directly his Just share of tbc 
necessary public expenses. 

The North is implicated in the guilt, the odium, and the responsf- 
biiity of southern slavery, and perhaps it would be a fair way «f 
compromise to let the North raise one-half the amount, and thm 
South the other half. Of any thing contributed through or by thd 
general government, the north would pay three times as much as 
the south, that being about their relative ratio of support of go- 
vernment. But as, notwithstanding the implication of the Norths 
it might be difficult to be persuaded that it has so much to do with 
Southern slavery as to submit 'to direct taxation for abolition; and 
as the '^Public Lands," is, and is likely to be a vexed question, per- 
haps it will be better to waive any other disposition of them, and ap- 
ply them to the extinction of human bondage, thus meet the south 
half way and make a compromise, not of principle, which is im- 
possible, but in order to agree about the best means to attain it. ^ 

The British Nation paid in 1834, $8,000,000 to wanls remunerating 
the West India Planters for about 800,000 slaves; this ratio would 
make for two and three-fourth millions of slaves in the United Stately 
about $300,000,000. If the public lands were pledged to secure a 
fund of the amount of $200,000,000, the north would pay tbrtM)- 
fourths, or $150,000,000, being half of the whole; each Southern 
state willing to become free could tax all its property, including 
slaves, to supply the other half. 

If this estimate be thought too low, be it recollected that th» 
approximation from a paper credit currency towards a specie basis 
has condensed the value of money some fifty per cent, since thtt 
purchase of slaves by the British, which is the rate of their valua- 
tion here proposed; and in the event oC abolition by the United 
States, there would be but few other buyers even at the lowest rates. 
Besides, the real estate of the south would then be enhanced at 
least one half, and its representation greatly extended, for instead 
of " three-fifths of other persons," they would have the suffrage of 
the whole five-fiifths; the entire union would be no longer ruled by 
the representatives of slaves, nor the south by martial and mob law* 
It might perhaps be more equitable and convenient for both ths 
NTorlb and the South, if the nett proceeds of the lands were pledged 
towards a fund of $200,000,000 with 6 per cent interest theron, for 
a term of twenty years, and then if found inadequate, the deficien- 
cy to be supplied by the general government, and the surplus lands 
to revert to the people of the Union. The immense national do- 
main should, if well managed, produce a large revenue; we seo 
great and growing states, as Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana, carved out, 
but where are the proceeds of (the spoils of the poor Indian, ths 
rightful proprietor from time immemorial ; — ^shared among the 
agents, squatters, and speculators. If the amount realized from the 
public lands, eould be so large that one half would compensate the 
south, it were highly desirable that the other moiety be applied io 
universal education^ including those liberafCiL 
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, \t 18 here proposed,' that '< We, the people of the United States, 
In order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, ensure do- 
mestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ouraelve* 
«nd «ttr posterity do ordain and establish this," ^ I 

A1>DITI0NAL AMENDMENT TO THE tT. S. CONlTrlTUTfON, 

Article XtlT. § 1. The public lands of the United States shall 
be pledged and appropriated as- a fund on the part of the United 
States to.wards remunetating th« slave states for the release of their 
slaves. 

§ 2. Slavery is utterly and forever abolished throughout tiie Uni- 
ted States, their territories, and domains; in all of which there 
^hidl be no disfranchisement or privilege on account of color or 
race, and any thing and every thing in any constitution or statute to 
the contrary Is forever null and void« 

§ 3. The United States will hold no intercourse by treaty, alU- 
'aace, or commerce, with any nation, state, or people, that tolerates 
Inunan slavery within its jurisdiction. 

The words in the constitution, art> X, § 2, << three-fifths of all 
other persons," and the 3d clause, sect 2, Art. IT, will thus be- 
come a dead letter. Any slave state unwilling to unite in this 
amendmentandbecomefree^canoft^ourse secede; it will leave a 
larger share of the land fund for 'the others. 

As to the 3d 8ection> We certainly have a right to say with. 
Whom we will associate, trade, or form alliaBces; and after we 
haye done ju^ice QUrselves, to ask others to do likewise. The 
United States law of 1S20, declares, not only that every citizen, 
"but every- person found engaged in the foreign slave trade shall be 
^adjudged a pirate and shall suffer death. Besides, we should have 
to decline but few acquaintances, "Spain and Portugal, Brazil & Co. 

If the united North would only say one word, <*Ay!" would 
%\it hold up its hand in token oT assent, would ileposit its ballot in 
token of its decision, such an aonendment might be adopted; th» 
tlaming fire-brand of discord which threatens general conflagra- 
tion and chaos^ be converted into the beaming torch of amity and 
'unity. By this retrograde stride, the patriot and the philanthropist, 
the friemh of justice and humanity would be set at liberty to at- 
tempt, in some degree, to repair the evih, the errors, and the crimes 
accumulated for tnore than half a centniy by th« blooi^ dyaas^ of 
slavery. 

Then lu^ight be realized, as is yet fetvrsed, ft« aspira- 
tion of La Fayette in his farewell address to Congress, after he 
had achieved otur emancipation, <<May this great monument rais- 
'ed to Liberty, serve as a. lesson to the oppressoiv and an example 
to the oppressed;^' then instead of being a waraiag beaoon, we 
might become a gliding luminary to the nations of the eartl^; theq 
«io longer would the lines of Byron on Napoleon's failore^ be ap* 
8>licable to the CTiiiled States of America: 

* A iihka\» step into t1» rislit had made 
iThis* Laad'^ the Washiiitoa of worlds Mn|e4 ; 
A single step into wrong bas given 
It's name a scoff to all the winds of heaven I" 1. B. A. 

s» 



FREEDOM'S WREATH. 

We'll setrch the aarlh, the air, (he sei. 
To cull a galtant Wfbath for THEE ! 
And every field for freedom fought, 
And vale, and Bhote, and mount, where mighl 
Of Libertj conld ere bo found, 
Sh»ll bo our bloominp harvest grounil— ^ 
From victor^ arch, from martyr's pall, 
Triumphal or funereal, 
For law, and equal righti, and life, 
Who woo or M in holy alrife. 



tti garlands, haurels hang upon 
Thermopyl© and Maralhon ; 
And on Philippi's fatal field, 
The Cypress mourns thy broken i^eld ; 
On Ranimede the fragrant Rose, 
On Bannockburn the Thistle grows ; 
And on the banks of Boyne, its leaves 
Green Erin's Shamrock wildly weaves ; 
Though prostrate now, brave Poland's Oakt 
To tyrants bent not till it broke ; 
In France, in sunny France, we'll get 
The Fleur-de-lis and Violet, 
From consecrated mound and vale 
Of Huguenot and Liberal. 
Old Bunker-Hill and Yorktown's shore 
Will yield green Bays till time's no more ; 
• And Sea-Srass and the Corals grow 
Below Atkntic Seas, below 
The waves of Erie and Champlain, 
In rostral trophies round the slain. 
Tojtacco^s pungent leaves proclaim 
Of martyred men a continent. 
That Indians nought but death could tame* 
Stern Freedora^a mighty monument. 
The CacUiS thrives in Mexico ; 
Colombia bears the Cacao ; 
Swarth Hayli's stul^born isle supplies 
Its Pa?m-trec towering tow'rd the skies. 
From which to pluck to fill thy crown. 
Some branches wovtiiy thy renown; 
On sad Bengal's ensanguined plains 
The ancient Banyan yet remain ; 
In Italy and Hungary, 
The Vine m air spread clusters free ; 
O'er all uprears the ^ncfested Dove, 
Her OlJte^ p1o<^K:e of Peace and Love* 
The Level, Shield and Jewel fair. 
Badge of JEquality you wear.; 
The tri-colored band, red, white, and Wtte» 
('omhincs theibrvent, pure, and true. 

Aye may the Chaplet flourish bright, 
U^" fleeting like the heavens thy light ( 
\Vith gloiy, aye thy brow be bound, 
With glory, aye thy head be ctown'd. 
While Earth, %nd Air, and Sky, and Sea, 
Yield up their glorious Wreath to THEE . 
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Amu 1/ t\t Vniud Slatt af Narii America. 



poilalioQ tbitber. This 
powers — it the war&re 
lonnined to keep open > 
■old, he bw proelituted bia negillve for auppressiDg every legulatin 
■tteaipt to ptohibit or to rentnia (his eiecnble conuncrco. And (bmt 
thii usemblage of horrors might want no fact of dialing;nuhei] dta, 
he is now exciting those vei? people to rise in uma among ue,* aud 
tn purchase that liberty of whicti he has deprived theni ; thus par- 
ing oS formei Crimea committed against the tiberlitl of one peopu^ 
with criiocs which he nrgea Ihem lo coaunit aipinst the liMt of 

[• Tfiis society will never, in any way, countenance the oppreiMi^ 
in vindicating their rights by resorting to physical force. — COiwlilii- 
livii of tic American Anti-Slia)try Society, Art. UI.] 



THE LEGION OP LIBERTY; 



LUTHER MAETIN. 

Tit GeaaiRt Ii^farmalion dtlivtred to tKt Legidaiari nf Maryland. 
The report was idoptcd by a majority of tbe conveolion, but not 
without coTuideiable oppiHitian. It wu said, that we bad juat u- 
BUQied a place among indopeadent nations, in consequence of our 
oppontion to the sltempts of Great Britain to enslaoe u.? ; that Ihii 
Qf^Mjailion waa gnmnded i^tonthe prtiervation of tho»e ri^hii, lo 
which God and Natnis entitled a*, not in particular, but in common 
witlvaU tht reit of mankind, 'That we had appealed to the Sa. 
prrrae Bcmg for his aisiatance, as the God of Freedom, who could 
not but approve our efiorts lo preserve the righlt which he had thus 
imparled to hil crealaru ; (l»t now, when we scarcely hiui risen 
from our lnee«, from lappticating his aid and protection — in form, 
jng our goTemment over a free peopUj a. goTernmeat formed pre- 
lendedly on the principle! of liberty and for its piescrratian — in 
that goTemment lo have a pToviaion not on}j putting it out of its 
power to restrain and prevent the slave-trade, even encouraging that 
moBt infamous traffic, by giving the states power and influencs in 
tile Union in proportion as they crnellj and wantonly sport with 
the rights of their fellow-creatures, ought to be considered as a so. 
lemn mockery of, and insult to, that God whose protection wo bad 
then implored, and could not fail to hold us up in detestation, and 
render us eonteraplible to every true friend of liberty in the world. 
It was said, itoaghttobe considered that ualional crimes can onlfbe, 
and frequflntly are, punisbcdinthis world by national punishmenteiand ' 
that the eontmuance of the slave-trade, and thus giving it a nation- 
al nnction and encouragement, ought to be considered asjusUyeipo- 
■ing us to the displeasure and vengeance of him, who is equally 
Lord of all, and who views with equal eye, the pool African slav* 
and hill AmericaD master ! 
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It was urged Ihst \w this sjrfltesn, we were giving the g^eaerftlgor.' 
«rnm€»nt fUU and absolate power to regulate commNce, under which' 
gen&vil power it wutild have a riglit to reetrain, or totally prohibit 
the elave-trade : it must, therefore, appear to the world absurd and 
disgraeeful to the hist degree, that we should except from the ex^. 
cise of that power, the.oniy branch of commerce which is unjustifiable 
in. its nature, and oontraij to the rights of Inankind. That on the 
CojQtrary we ought rather to prohibit expressly in our constitution, 
the further importation of slaves ; and to authorize the general go 
venuuent from time to time, to make such regulations ae should be 
thought most advantageous for the gradual abolition of t^avery, and 
the eitiancipation of the slaves which are already in the irtates. 

That slavery is inconsistent with the genius of t^epublioanism, aod 
has a tendeacy to destroy those principles on which it is supported, 
as it lessens the sense of the equal rights of mankind, and habituivtes 
us to tyranny and oppression. It was further urged, that by this 
system of govemmeiiity every state is to be protected both from 
foreign invasion and from domestic insurreetions ; that fi'om this 
consideration, it was of the utmost importance it should have a pow. 
er to restrain the importation of slaves, since in proportion as the 
jiumber of slaves was increased in any state, in the same proper, 
tion the state was weakened and exposed to lR>reign invasi(»i, or do^ 
mestic insurrection, and hy so much less it will be able to protect it. 
self against either ; and therefore will by so much the more, want ' 
aid from, and be a burthen to, the union. It was further saidf that 
as in this system we were giving the general government a power, 
undeir the idea of national character, or national intei*est, to regulate 
even our weiglits and measures, and have prohibited all possibility 
of emitting paper money, and passing insolvent laws, &c., it mu^ 
appear still more extraordinary, that we should prohibit the govern- 
ment firom interfering with the slave-trade, tiian which nothing could 
so materially affect both our national honor and interest. These 
reasons influenced me both on the committee and in convention, 
most decidedly to oppose and vote against the clause as it now , 
makes a pait of the system. 

At this time we do not generally hold this commerce in so grest 
abhorrence as we have done. When our liberties were at stake, we 
warmly felt for the common rights of men. The danger being 
thought to be past, which threatened ourselyesj we are daily grow- 
ing move insensible to those rights. In those states who have re- 
strained or prohibited the importation of slaves, it is only done by 
legislative • acts which may be repealed. When those states find 
that they must in their national character and connexion suffer in 
the disgrrace, and share in the inconveniences attendant upon that 
dete^tiCble and iniquitous traffic, they may be desirous also to share 
in the benefits arising from it, and the odiuofi attending it will be 
greatly ei!aced by the sanction which is given it in the general go. 
vemment. 

With respeet to that part of the second section of the first article, 
which relates to the apportionment of representation and direct taxa- 
tion, there were considerable objectiona made to it, besides the great 



(AjMtimi of iMqnalitf. ll wis ur|ed, iFut no principle -could jusb. 
tj Ukinf ■lKT«a into oompuUtiOD in apporlioning the number of 
teprcMntatives • BUto should iiave in llie gavcramBnt. Tliat it in. 
TolTcd the ibsarditjr of increising the power of ■ state in makinr 
laws for freemen, in proportion as that state violated the rights or 
fteedom. Thai it might be proper to lake elavet into cotuid^ation, 
when taxei were to be apportioned, becauae it had a tendency to dia- 
Oonnige aiaMety ; but to lake ttiem into account in giving repceeen. - 
tation tended to encourage the slave-trade, and to make it the inler. 
eat of ILb Elates to continue that infamous trafUc. Thai slavea ' 
could riot be taken into account as men, or citizens, beeaase tlmj 
were not admitted to the rights of citjiena, in the states which 
adopted or continued elavery. If they were to betaken into account 
as properly, it was aeked, what pecuhar circumstance should render 
this property (of all others the most odious in its nature) entitled to 
the high privile^ of conferring conscfjucnce and power in (he go- 
Temment to its possessors, rather ihan any other : and wby slaves 
ahould, as property, be taken into account ratjicr then horses, cattle, 
.mules, or anv other species ; and it was observed by an honorable 
memlwr from Massachusetls,* tliat he considered it as dishonorable 
and humiliating to enter into compact with the slaves of the sonth. 
UD stoles, as it would with the borscs and inulea of the eastern. 

•ELBEIDGE GEEEY. 

The idea of propcrlj' ought not to be the rule of represcntalion. 
Blacks are property, and me used to llie so'ithward as horses and 
cattle to the northward ; and why siioulil their representation be in. 
creased to the suulhward on a<H>unt of the nninher of slaves, than 
horseg m oxen lo tlie nortii l-^Stcrrt dehitti 1/ /*; CMUcatian for 
forming the V. S. Cenatilatiaa, ITbT. 
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"LIBERTY." 



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

We hcdd theie Irulhs to be setf-cvideat, that all men are crested 
»fusl, Ihat thejF are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienabls 
ligfata { that amoag these, are life, liberty, and the punuit of happi- 
oeas. That to secuie theae riohta, gorerameDts are inetituted amon^ 
laen, deriving their powers Inun Uie jjst coiuent of the go^emeii, 
de. [See the whole declaration, signed by the delegates of all (ha 
oti^nal Btatea, and adopted as the bub bf alt the Slate Coaatitu- 
tions.] 

THE UNITED STATES' CONSTITUTION. 

Amihdkiht. 1. Congreaa shall make no law respecting an ee- 
'ld>liahment of religion, or prohibiQn^ the free exerciae thereof; or 
abideing the freedom of speech, or ofthe prcsB ; or the right of the 
people peaceably to uaemUe and petitioa the goveniment for a 
ledreiB <rf' grievances. 
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N. T., CON8TIT0T1OM — ^IKDIANA-r-O. WASHINGTOIC. 



NEW YORK CONSTITUTION. 

Every citizen may freely e^idk, write^ and publish Ms sentiments 
on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right ; and no 
law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of 
the press. 

INDIANA. 

There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in this 
state, odiewise than tor the punishment of crimes, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted. Nor shall any indenture of any negro 
or mulatto, hereafter made and executed out of the bounds of this state, 
be of any validity within this state. — [Ohio and Illinois are similar.] 

THE SLAVE-TRADE DECLARED TO BE PIRACY BY 
THE LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 1830. 

If any citizen of the United States, bein^ of ihe crew or ship's com- 
pany 01 any forei^ ship or vessel enga&c3 in the slave-trade, or any 
person whatever, l>elng of the crew or ship's company of any ship or 
vessel owned in the whole or part or navigated for, or in behali of, 
any citizen or citizens of the United States, shall land, from any such 
ship or vessel, and on any foreign shore seize any negro or mulatto, 
not held to service or labor by the lu ws of either (>i the states or terri- 
tories of the United States, with intent to make such negro or mulatto 
a slave, or shall decoy, pr forcibly bring or carry, or shaU receive such 
negro or mulatto on board any such ship or vessel, with intent as 
atbresaid, such citizen or person shall be adjudged a PIRATE, and 
on conviction thereof, before the cux^uit court of the United States, for 
the ^strict whereb he may be brought or found, shall suffer DEATH. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

The benevolence of your heart, mv dear Marquis, is so conspicuous 
on all occasions^ that I never wonder at firesh proofs of it; but your 
late purchase of an estate in the colony of Cayenne, with a view of 
emancipating the slavesj is a generous and noble proof of your hu- 
manity. Would to God, a like spirit might diffuse itself gefkerally 
into the minds of the people of this country ! But I despair of seeing ii 
Some petitions were presented to the Assembly at its last session, for 
the abolition of slavery ; but they could scarcely obtun a hearing. — 
Letter to Lafayette. 

I- hope it will not be concdved from these observations, that it is my 
wish to hold the unhappy people who are the subject of this letter, in 
slavery. I can only say, tnat th6re is not a man living, Who wishes 
more sincerely than I do, to see a plan adopted for the abolition of it; 
but there is only one proper and dfectual mode by whidi it can be 
accompltshkl, and that is, by the legi^tive authority ;* and this, as 
far as my suffrage will go, shall not be wanting. — Letter to Robari 
Jdorris, 



GEOAOE WASHINGTON* . 

I never mean, onless some particular circumstanoe should compe' 
me to it, to possess another slave by purchase ; t^ being among my fin 
voishes to see some plan adopted by tokich slavery in this counti'y may b 
aboUsUad by law, — Letter to John F. Mercer. 

Because there are, in Pennsylvania, laws for the gradual abolition 
slavery^ which neither Maryland nor Virginia have at present j 1^ 
which nothing is more certain than that they must have, and at 

Eeriod not remote. — [Reasons for depreciation of southern lands in ■ 
iter to Sir John Sinclair.], 

Cambridge, February 2S, 1776. 

Miss Phillis, — ^Your favor of the 26th of October, did not reach 
my hands till the middle of December. Time enough, you will say, 
to have given an answer ere this. Granted. But a vanety of impor- 
tant occurrences, continually interposing to distract the mind and with* 
draw the attention, I hope ^viil apologize for the delay, and plead my 
excuse for the seeming, out not real neglect. I thank you most sin* 
cerely for your polite notice of me, in the elegant lines you- enclosed ; 
and however undeserving I may be of such encomium and panegyric, 
tiie style and manner exhibit a striking proof of your poetical talents ; 
in honor of which, and as a tribute justly due to you, I would have 
published the poem, had I not been apprehensive, that, while I only 
meant to give tne world this new instance of your genius, I might hnve 
incurred the imputation of vanity. This, and notmng else, determiiitd 
mc not to give it place in the public prints. 

If you should ever come to Cambridge, or near head-quarters, I shall 
be happy to see a person so favored by the Muses, and to whom naturo 
has been so liberal and beneficent in her dispensations. I am, with 
great respect, your obedient humble servant — Letter to PhiUis Wheatley, 
[«^n ^Jiican.] 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations, cultivate peace 
and harmony with all ; religion and morality enjoin thus conduct ; ■ and 
can it be that good policy does not equally enjoin it ? It will be worthy 
of a free, enli^tened, and, at no distant period, a great nation, to give 
to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people 
always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can 
doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fmits of such a plan 
would richly Tepay any temporary advantages which might be lost by 
a steady adherence to it ? Can it be, that Providence has not connected 
the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? The experiment, 
at least, is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles human 
nature. Alas! is it rendered impossible by its vices? — Fareioetf 
Address. . 

Upon the decease of my wife, it is my will and desire that all my 
slaves, which I hold in my ovon right, shall receive their freedom. To 
emancipate them during her life, would, though earnestly wished, be 
attended with such insuperable difficulties, on account of tlieir inter- 
mixture by marriages vtrith the dower negroes, as to create the most 
fearful sensation, if not disagreeable consequences from the latter, 
while both descriptions are in the occupancy of the sazne proprietoir; it 



JO0N ADAM9--*I.AFATBTTS. 

I^Git bcAftgfA my power, unddr the tenure by which the dower negroes 

•are hdd to manumit them. And, whereas, among those who wiU 

receive theh* freedoni according to this clause, there may be some, who, 

from old;affe, or bodilv infirmities, and others, who, on account of their 

Infancy, wtli be unabfe to support themselves, it is my wiU and desire 

that ail who come under the first and second descriptions, shall be 

comfortably clothed and fed by my heirs while they live ; ^ and diat such 

■of the latter description as have no parents living, or if living, are unable 

or unwilling to provide for them, shall be bound by the Court until they 

vhall arrive at the age of tWenty-five years: and in case where no 

'record can be' produced whereby their ages can be ascertained, the 

.judgradnt of the Court upon its own view of the subject, shall be 

adequate and finaL The negroes thus bound, are by their masters 

^and mistresses to be taught to read and write, and to be brought up to 

some useful occupation, agreeably to the laws of the commonwealth 

t»f Virginia, providmg for the support of orphans and other poor children. 

And 1 do hereby expressly forbid the sale or transportation out of the 

said commonwealth, of any slave I may die possessed of, under any 

pretence whatever. And I do, moreover, most pointedly and most 

solemnly enjoin it upon my executors, hereafter named, or the survivor 

'of them, to see that this clause respecting slaves, and every part thereof 

'be religiously fufilled, at the epoch at wrach it is directed to take place, 

ivitbout evasion, neglect, or dday, after the crops which may then be 

'on the ground are harvested. Particularly as it respects the aged and 

'infirm, seeing that a regular and permanent fund be established for 

their support, as long as there are subjects requiring it, not trusting to 

•the uncertain provisions to be made by individuals.-^-TTMAtftg'ioM'j Witt. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

The day is passed--^e 4th of July, 177S, will be a memorable 

' epocha in the history of America. It ouj^ht to be oommemorated as 

'the day of deliverance by solemn acts ei devotion to Almighty God, 

'It ought to be solemnizea with pomp, shows, &c., from one end of the 

'-continent to the^ther, from this time forward for everl You will think 

me transported with enthusiasm : but I am no^ I am w^ aware of 

Hhe toil, and blood, and treasure that it wiU cost to miuntain this Decli^ 

'ration, and support and defend these states ; yet through aU the gloom, 

. I can see the rays of light and dory. — I can see that the end is worth 

'more than all the means ; and wat posterity will triumph although you 

and I may rue, which I hope we shall not — Leiter, PhiladdpMa, JvJm 

5th, 1776. 

Great is Truth—great is LiberU>--great is Humanity; and they 
must and will prevau. — Let^ter to afHetuU 

LAFAYETTE. 

While I am indul^ng in my views of American prospects, and 
American liberty, it is mortifying to be told that in tiiat very countiy, 
& large portion « the people are slaves ! It is a dark spot on the fact 
«f tiM aatioiii Such « state of things cannot always exist. 
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TitOMAS JEFFl^BSON. 

I see m the papers, that therein a plan of gradual aboUtioA of slavery 
in the district of Columbia. I would be doubly happy of it, for the 
measure in itself, and because a sense of American pnde makes me 
recoil at the observations of the diplomatists, and oth^ foreigner^, who 
gladly improve the unfortunate existing drcumatances into a general 
objection to our republican, and (saving that deplorable evil) our 
matchleds system. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

The whole commerce between master and slave is a perpetual 
exercise of the most boisterous passions ; the most unremitting despo- 
tism on the one part and degrading submissions on the ether. Our 
children see this and learn to imitate it ; for man is an inutative animaL 
This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to 
his grave he is learning to do what he sees others do. If a parent 
could find no motive either in his philanthropy or his self-love, for 
restraining the intemperance of passion towarcis his slate, it should 
always be a sufficient one that his child is present But generally it 
is not sufficient The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the 
lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in tiie circle of smaller 
slaves, ^ives loose to nis worst passions, and thus nursed^ educated, 
and cfaily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 
odious peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his 
manners and morals undepraved by sudi circumstances. And with 
what execration should the statesman be loaded, who permitting one 
half the citizens thus to trample on the rights of the otner, transfbrmsF 
those into despots, and these into enemies, destroys the morals of the 
one part, and the amor patriae of the other. For if the slave can have 
a country in this world, it must be any other in preference to that itr 
which he is born to live and labor for another: in which he must lock 
up the faculties of his nature, contribute as far as depends on his tndi" 
vidual endeavors to the evanishment of the human race, or entail hi9 
own miserable condition on the endless fenerations proceeding fronv 
him. With the morals of the people, then- industry also is destroyed. 
For in a warm climate no man will labor for himself who can make 
another labor for him. This is so true, that of the proprietors of slaves,^ 
a very small proportion indeed are ever seen to labor. And can the* 
liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their 
only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these* 
liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but: 
wiUi his wrath? uideed, I trembie for my eountiy when I reflect that. 
God is just; that his justice cannot sleep for ever; that con&iderine 
numbers, nature, and natural means only, a revolution of the wheeT 
of fortune, an exchange of situation, is among possible events : that it 
may become probable by supernatural intenerence f The Almighty 
has no attribute which can take side with us in such a contest 

What an incomprehensible machine is man ! Who catr endure toil', 
famine, stripes, imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication of hi» 
own Uberty, and the next moment be deaf to all those motives wboM 



bower supported him through his trid, and inffiek on his ftOow men » 
Dondace, one hoar of which is fraught with more miseiy than a^ of 
that which he rose in rebellion to oppose. But we must wait with 
patience the worioogs of an overruling Pro? idence, and hope th«t that 
IS preparing the deuverence of these our sufibrin^ brethren. When 
the measure of their tears shall be full — ^when their tears shall have 
involved lieaven itself in darkness-doubtless a Grod of justice will 
awaken to their distress, and by diflusing a light and liberality among 
their oppressors, or at length by his exterminating thunder manifest 
his attention to things of tms world, and that they are not left to the 
guidance of blind fatality. 

I am very sensible oftlie nonor you propose to me, of becoming a 
member of the society for the abolition oif the slave-trade. You know 
that nobody wishes more ardently to see an abolition, not only of the 
trade but of the condition of slavery \ and cettainly nobody will be 
more willing to encounter every sacnficc for that object But the 
influence and information of the friends to tlus proposition in France 
wdl be far above the need of my association. — jte/ter to Jil, WarviiUf 
Paris, Fehruan/f 1788. 

Dear Sm, — Your favor of July 31st was duly received, and was 
read with peculiar pleasure. The sentiments breathed through the 
w}K>le, do honor to both the head and heart of the writer. Mine, on 
tlie subject of the slavery of negroes, have long since been in possession 
rjf the public, and time has only served to give them stronger root 
The love of justice and the love of country plead jequally the cause of 
liiese popple ; and it is a moral reproach to us t£at they should have 
pleaded it so long in vain, and should have produced not a single 
ffflbrt,— nay, I fear, not much serious willingness to relieve them and 
oarselvcR from our present condition of moral and poKtical reprpbation. 

It is an encoura^ino; observation, that ne good measure was ever 

} proposed which, if duly- pursued, (ailed to prevail in the end. We 
lave proof of tliis in the history of the endeavors in the British Parlia- 
ment to flupprcRS that very trade which brought this evil on us. And 
^ou will be supported by ihc religious precept, " be not weary in well 
<cloin^.» That your success may be as speeay and complete, as it will 
^e honorable and immortal consolation to yoursdf, I shall as fervently 
<»md sincerely pray as I assure you of nnr great friendship and respect 
'—Letter to Edward Cole, Esq,^ August 85, 1814. ^ 

pheamble to the Pennsylvania act, i78o. 

We conceive \hat it is oarduty> and we rejoice that it is in eur 
po^i-er, to extend a portion of that freedom to othera- wlach has been 
extended to us, and relieve frem that state ef thraldom, to whidi we 
ourselves were tvrannically doomed, and from which we^ have now 
every prospect ot being delivered. It is not for us to inquire why, in 
in the creation of mankmd, the inhabitants of the diflerent parte or the 
earth were distinguished by a difference of features and complexion. 
It n flufitcient to know, that idl are the work <^ an Almii^ty hand. 



& We &od in the distribution of the human epectesj that the most fertil^ 

< asirell as the must barren parts of the earth are inhabited by men of 
diflerent eomplexnns from ours, and from eaoh other ; from whence. 

' we may reasonably, as well as religiously infer, that He, who plaeed 
them in their vanOus situations, hath extended equally his care and 
prateetion to all, and that it becometh not us to counteract lus mercies^ 
We esteem it a peculiar blessing, ^punted to us, that we are this day 

' enabled to add one more step to umversal civilization, by removing, as 
much as possible, the sorrows of those who have lived in undeserved 
bonda^ and from which, by the assumed authority of the kings of 
Great Britain, no efiectual le^ relief could be obtained. Weaned by 
a long course of experience from those narrow prejudices and partiah*' 
ties we bad imbibed, we find our hearts enlarged with kindness and 
benevolence towards men of all conditions and nations ; and we con« 
ceive ourselves, at this particular period, extraordinarily called upon 
by the blessing wbich wo have received, to manifest the mncerity of 
our professions, and to give a substantial proof of our gratitude. 

And whereas, tl^ condition of those persons who nave heretofore 
been denominated negro and mulatto slaves, has been attended with* 
circumstances which not only deprived them of the common blessing 
they were by nature entitled to, but has cast them into the deepest 
afflictions, by an unnatural separation and sale of husband and wifer 
from each otner, and from their children ; an injury, the greatness of 
which, can only be conceived by supposing that we were m the same 
unhappy case. Injustice, therefore, to persons so unhappily circum- 
stanced^ and who, having no prospect before them, wherein they may 
rest their sorrows and their hopes, have no reasonable inducement to 
render the service to society which they otherwise might, and also, in* 
grateful commemoration of'^our own happy deliverance from that state' 
of unconditional submission, to which we were doomed by the tyranny 
of Britain. Be it enacted, That no child hereafter bom shall be 
slave, &C. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

IJBI LIBIRTAS, TBI Patr^a 

Where Uiberty dweltSf thete %e my country. 

Two Other societies w^re also established in Philadelphia about 

• this period, founded on the principles of the most refined humanity } 

^ (410 **for Mevialing the miseries of public prisons,^^ and the other, "fof 

promoting the ttbciitiKfn of slavery, the relief of free negroes unlawfuUi 

kdd in boncUige, and tM improvement of the condition of the Jifricmi 

rae<."— Of eadti of these, Dr. Franklin was president. He tiflNl ta 

] eiuiy as the year 1 772, strongly expressed his abhorrence of the traffic io 

/ } slaves, as appears by his letter of the 22d Au^t, in that year, to Mr. 

^i Anthony Benezet, inserted in the first part of his Private Correspondence, 

^ According to Stuber's account. Dr. Frankhn's name, as president 

I of the Abolition Society, was signed to the memorial presented to the 

House of Representatives of the United States, on tne 12th of Feb- 

niary, 1789, praying them to exert the full extent of power vested ia 



BENJAMIN Rl^aH^^ANTHONT BBNXZBT. 

them by the Coastitotion, in Encouraging the traffic of the httknaa 
species. This was his last public act*«^ACem«(fV hy Wnu TptifU 
Franklin, 

To the Senate mud House of IUpresenJt0ilaia <(f the UnUid BUiet g 

From a persuasion that equal liberty was onfall j the portion, tnd 
is still the birthright of all men, and Inflnenc^ by the stixnig tiee of 
humanity and the principles of their institution, your memorialists con* 
ceive themselves bound to use all justifilble endeaYOfs to loosen the 
bands of slavery, and promote a general enjoyment of the blessings of 
freedom. Under those ittiprcssions, they earnestly entreat your serious . 
attention to the subject of slavery ; that you will be pleased to counte- 
nance the restoration of liberty to those unhappy men, who alone ni 
this land of freedom, are degraded into perpetual bonda^, and who ' 
amidst the general joy of surrounding freemen, arb groanmgin servile 
subjection — that you will devise means for removing this inconsisteney 
from the character of the American people— that you will promote 
mercy and justice toward this distressed race — ^and that yon wiH step 
to the very verge of the power vested in you fbr discouraging every 
spedee of traffic in the persons of our fellow men. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, President. 
Philadelphia, Feh. a,. 179a IFedend GazeUe, 1790.] 

BENJAMIN RUSH. 

. The [cruel] mastei^s wealth cannot make him happy. — The euffin^ 
iogs of a sin^ hour in the world of misery, fox which he is preparing 
himself will over balance all the pleasures he ever enjoyed in this ]ii»— 
and for every act of unnecessaiy severity he indicts on his slaves, h% 
shall sufier tenfold in the world to come» 

His unkind behaviour is upon record against him. The gentle 
spirits in heaven, whose hapfMness consists in expressions of gratitude 
and love,, will have no fellowship with him. EUs soul must be melted 
with pity, or he can never escape the punishment which awaits the 
hard-hearted, equally with tbs impenitent, in. the regions of misery. — 
Paradise ofjfCegro Slaves, 

About the year 1775, 1 read a, short essay with which I was much 
pleasedj in one of Bradford's papers, a^nst the slavery of the Africans 
m our country, and which, I was informed, was written by Thomas 
Paine. Tins excited my curiositv to be better acquainted with hun. 
We met soon aflerwaras at Mf, Altkens' bookstore, where J did 
hoiiiage to his principles and his pen on the subject ra the enslaved 
Africans. lie ioLd me it was the first piece be had ever published hera — 
I possess one of his letters written to me from France upon the subiect 
of the abolitun of the Blave.trade.-^£ett<r to Cheethma^ Jtd^ 17, 1300. 

ANTHONY BENEZET. 

r can with truth and sincerity declare, that I have found amongirt 
the negroes as great variety of talents, as among a like number of 
whites ; and I am bold to assert, that the notion entertained by some 



^ 



, PATIUCK HBNRT. 

that the blacks are inferior in their capacities, is a vulgar pn^udicQ 
(bunded on the pride or ignorance of their lordly mcstera, who bare 
kept their slaves at such a distance as to be unable to form a right 
juogment of them. 

PATRICK HENRY. 

Is life 80 dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price 
of chains and slavery 7 Forbid it, Almighty God ! — ^I know not what 
course others may take ; but as ibr me, give me Uberty, or give me 
death! 

s "^Hakover, January 18, 1773. 

Dbar Sir,~^I take this opportunity to acknowledge tlie receipt of 
Anthony Benezet's book against the slave-trade : I thank you tor it 
It is not a little surprising, that the professors of Christianity, whoee 
chief excellence consists m softening the human heart ; in cherishing 
and improving its finer feelings, should encourage a practice so totally 
repugnant to the first impressions of ri^t and wrong. What adds to 
the wonder is, that this abominable practice has been introduced in 
the most enlightened ages. Times, that seem to have pretensions to 
boast of high improvements in the arts and sciences, and lefmed 
morality, have brought into general use, and guarded by many laws^ 
a species of violence and tyranny, which our^ore rude and barbar- 
ous, but more honest ancestors, detested. Is it not amazing, that at 
a time, when the rights of humanity are defined and understood with 
precbion, in a country, above all others, fond of Uberty, that in such 
an age, and in such a country, we find men professing a religion the 
most humane, mild, gentle and generous, adopting a principle as re- 
pugnant to humanity, as it is inconsistent with the Bible, ana destruc- 
tive to liberty ? Every thinkin^g, honest man rejects it in speculation, 
how few in practice from conscientious motives ! 
d( Would any one believe that I am master of slaves, of my own pur- 

chase! I am drawn along by the general inconvenience of living ners 
without them. I will not, I cannot justify it. However culpable my 
conduct, I will so far pay my devoir to virtue, as to own toe exoef- 
tence and rectitude of her precepts, and lament my want of conformity 
to them. 

/ hdieve a tviM toiU come, whenanopportunUy will be offered to abolish, 
tfds lamentable evU, Every thing we can do is to improve it, if it 
happens in our day; if not, let us transnut to our descendants, 
together with our slaves, a pity for their unhappy lot, and our abhor- 
rence for slavery. If we cannot reduce this wished for reformation 
to practice, let us treat the unhappy victims with lenity. It is the 
furthermost advance we can make towards justice, it is a debt we owe 
to the purity of our religion, to show that at is at variance with that 
law, which warrants slavery. I know not where to stop. I could 
say many things on the subject; a serious view of which ^ves a 
g}oomy perspecBve to future times 1 — Letter to Robert Pleasants* 

I repeat it again, that it would rejoice my very soul that every one 



JAMES MbNiofi*— JdfiM JiLT-^JOEL BAflLOW. 

of tar fellow bemga was enmnci{MLted. As we ought with gratitad^ 
to admb% that decree of heaven, which has numbered us among the 
free, we ou|;ht to lament and de[dore the necessity of holding our 
fellow men m bondage. — DebaU in, Virginia ConveiUion, 

« 

JAMES MONROE. 

We have feund that this evil has pr0yed upon the very vitals of the 
Union ; and has been prejudicial to all the statics in which it ha* 
ezieted. — Speech in the rirgivtia Onventum. 

JOHN JAY. 

Tl^e state of New York is rarely out of my mind or hjeait, a.nd I 
am often disposed to Write much respecting its affairs ; but I have so 
little information as to its present political objects and operations, that 
I am afraid to attempt it — An excellent law misht be made out oi the 
Pennsylvania one, for the gradual abolition of slavery. Till America 
comes into thiis measure^ her prayers to heaven will be impious. This 
is a strong expression but it is just Were I in your legislature, I 
would present a bill 'for the purpose with sreat care, and I would never 
cease moving it till it became a law, dr I ceased to be a member. I 
believe Qod governs the world, and I believe it to be a maxim in his 
as in our court, that those who ask for equity ought to do it^^Letter 
frwn Spedfi, 1780. 

Oar society has been favored with your letter of the first of May 
last, and we are happy |hat eilbrts so honorable to, your nation are 
making in vour country to promote the cause of justice and humanity 
relative to the Africans. That they who know the value of liberty^ and 
are blessed with the enjoyment of it, 'ought not to subject others to 
slavery, is like most other moral precepts, more geneiratiy admitted in 
theory than observed in practice. This will continue to be too much 
-the case while men are impelled to action by their passions rather 
than by their reason, and while they are more solicitous to acquire 
wealth than to do as they would be done by. Hence it is that India 
and Africa experience unmerited expression ffom nations who have 
been long distinguished ^by their attacnment to their civil and religious 
liberties, hut who have expended not much less blood and treasure in 
violating the rit{hts of ethers than in defending their ow n. The Unitrd 
States are far from being irreproachable in -this respect It undoubt- 
edly is very inconsistent with their declarations on the subject of 
. human rights, to permit a single slave to be found Within their juris- 
diction ; and we confe^ the justice of your strictures on that head.-^ 
Letter to an EngHth •AboUtion Society from the Manumitton Seeiety of 
AVto York, 

JOEL BARLOW. 

Nor shall I strain . 

The powers of pathos tn a task so vain, 
As Afric's wrongs to sing, for what avails 
To harp for you these known familiar tales ; 
To tongue mute misery, and re-rack the soul 
With crimes oft copied from that bloody scroU, 



Wbere sUvexT petts her woeS) tho'tis but then 
We lea^ the weight that mortal life can bear. 
The tale mifirht stanle still th« aceastomM ear, 
Still shake the nerve that pamM the pearly tear 
Melt every heart aad through Me nation gain 
Full many a Toice to break the barbarous chain. 
Bat why to sympatj^y for guidance fly, 
(Her aid 's uncertain suod of scant suj^y,) 
When your Qwn self>ezcited sense anord« 
A guide ftiore sure, and every sense accordfs T 
Where strong self-interest join'd with duty ties, 
Where doing rtefat demands no sacrifice, 
Where profit, pleasure, life expanding fame 
League their ailurenients to support the claim. 
Tis safest there the impleaded cause to trdst, 
Men well Instructed will be always just. 

Tyrants are never free, and small and great* 
All masters must be t]nranta soon or late ; 
* 80 Nature works, and oft the lordling knave 

Turns out at onpe a tjnaai and a slave* 
Struts, cringea, hoUies, begs, as courtiers must. 
Mak0S one a God, another treads in dust. 
Fears all alike, and filches whom he can. 
But knows no equal; finds no friend in man. 

Ah, would you not be slaves with lords and UagiS 
Then be Aot masters, there the danger springs. ■ 

Equality of right is Nature^s plan, . 
And following nature is the march of man. — 
Enslave her tribes t What, half mankind emban, 
Then read, expound, enforce the rights of man ! 
Prove plain and clear, h6w Nature^ hand of old, 
Cast au men equal in her human mould ! 
Their fibres, feelings, reasoning powers tHU sam^, 
Like wants await thorn, like desires inflame ; 
Write, speak, avenge, for ancient sufferings feel, 
Impale each tyrant on their pens of steel. 
Declare how freemen can a world create, 
. And slaves and masters ruin every utAie.^The Colimhiad, 

SAMUEL ADAMS. 

**Hi8 prineiples on the subjeet of human rights, carried him fisir, 
beyond the njirrow limits which many loud aseerters of their oton liberty 
have preacribed to themselves, to the roco^i^n of this right in evek'y 
human being. One day the wife of Mr. Adams returning bome» 
informed her husband that, a friend had made her a. present of a female 
slave. Mr. Adams replied in a firm decided manner, * She may ^orne 
tut not at a datfef/or a slave eainnot Iwt in my house; if the eemes, fAe, 
muft eoimejru* She came» and tooit up her/ree abode with the family 
of this mat champion of American liberty, and there she ctmtinutd 
6re« ana there she dJUd free.'' — JZev. Jtfr, «d2Zeny U^hridgef Mats* 

KOSCIUSKO. 

General KosduskOf by his wiU, placed in the hands of Mr. Jef^rsoB 
a sum exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be laid out in the purchase 
of young female slaves, who were to be educated and emancipated. 
The laws of Virginia prevented the will of Koscmsko fit>m being 
carried into effect— wStiroro, 1820. 



HORATIO GATES — WILLIAM PINENET. 

HORATIO GATES* 

A few days ago, f>assed through this toWn, the Hon. General Gktes 
and lady, on their way to take possession of their new and elegant 
seat on the banl^s of the East river. The general, previous to leaving 
Vir^nia, summoned his numerous family and slaves about him, and 
amidst their tears of afiection and ^atitude, gave them their freedom ; 
and what is still better, made provision that their liberty should be a 
blessing to them. — BaUimore p^etf Sept, 8, 1790. 

WILLIAM PINENEY. 

Sir, — ^Iniquitous, and most dishonorable to Maryland, is that dreair 
system of partial bondage^ which her laws have himerto supported willi 
a solicitude worthy of a better object, and her citizens by their practice 
countenanced. , 

Founded in a disgraceful traffic, to which the parent country lent^ 
her fostering aid, from motives of interest, but which even she would 
have disdained to encourage, had, England been the destined mart of 
such inhuman merchandise, its continuance is as shameful as its origin. 

Wherefore should we confine the edge of censure to our ancestors, 
or those from whom they purchased? Are not we equallt guilty 1 
They strewed around the seeds of slavery— ice cherish and sustain the 
growth. They introduced the system — we enlarge, invigorate, and 
confirm it , 

That the dangerous consequences of this system of bondage have 
not as yet been felt, does not prove they never will be. At least the 
experiment has not been sufficiently made to preclude speculation and 
conjecture. To me, sir, nothins for which I have not the evidence of 
my senses is more clear, than that it will one day destroy that rever- 
ence for liberty, which is the vital principle of' a republic. 

While a majority of your citizens are accustomed to rule with the 
authority of despots, within particular limits ; while votir youth are 
reared in the habit of thinking that the great rights ot human nature 
are not so sacred but they may with innocence be trampled on, can it 
be expected that the pubUc mind should glow with that generous ardor 
in the cause of freedom, which can alone save a government like ours 
from the lurking demon of usurpation ? I>o you not dread the con- 
tamination of principle ? 

The example of Rome shows that slaves are the proper, natural 
implements of usurpation, and therefore a serious and alarming evil in 
every free community. With much to hope for by a change, and 
nothing to lose, they have no fears of consequences. Despoiled of 
thdr rights by the acts of ^vemment and its citizens, they have no 
checks of pity, or of conscience, but are stimulated by the desire of 
revenge, to spread wide the horrors of desolation, and to subvert the 
foundation of that liberty of which th^y have never participated, and 
which they have only been permitted to envy in others. 

But where slaves are manumitted by government, or in consequence 
of its provisions, the same motived Whichnave attached them to tyrants, 



WARNER QIIFPLIIf — WILLIAM EATON. 

when the act of emancipation has flowed from them, would then attach 
them to ffovemment. They are then no longer the creatures of despo- 
tiflm. They are bound by gratitude, aa well as b;^ interest, to seek 
the welfare of that country from which they have derived the restoration 
of their plundered rights, and with whose prosperity their 0¥m is in- 
separably involved. All apostacy from these principles, which form the 
^ood citizen, would, under sucl^ circumstances, be next to impossible.— 
Speech m the Jilanfiand Hotue of DeUgateSf 1789. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 

In a pamphlet, entitled ** Ob$ervatynu on the ^meriean RevdtiUon,^ 
jnibkshed hy order of CongreaSy ia 1779, the following sentiments are 
declared to the world, viz : 

"The great principle (of government) is tind ever will remain in 
force, thai men are by nature free; as accoilntable to him that made 
them, they must be so; and so lon^ as we have any idea of divine 
justice, we must associate that of human freedom. Whether men 
can part with their liberty, is among the questions which have exercised 
the ablest writers ; but it is concluded on all hands, that the right to be 
free can never be alienated — still less is it practicable for one generation 
to mortgage the privileges of another." 

Humane petitions have been presented to excite in congress benevo- 
lent feelings for the sufferings of our fellow-citizens under cruel bondage 
to the Tures and Algerines, and that the national power and influence 
might be exerted for their relief; with this virtuous application I unite, 
but lament that any of my countrymen, who are distmguished as men 
eminently qualifieci for public stations, sliould be so enslaved by illiberal 
prejudice as to treat with contempt a like solicitude for anoUier class 
of men still more grievously oppressed. 

I profess freely and am willing my profession was known over the 
world, that I feel the calls of humanity as strong towards an African 
in America, as an American in Algiers, both being my brethren; 
especially as I am informed the Algerine treats his slave with more 
humanity ; and I believe the sin of oppression on the pait of the 
American is greatest in the sight c^ the Father of the famHy of mankind. 

WARNER MIFFLIN. 

Kent Cwnty^ Delaware^ 2d of Ut mo. 1793. 

WILLIAM EATON. 

' [The Tunisians had captured nine hundred and twenty Sardinian 
slaves, of whom General Eaton thus makes m.ention :] 

"Many have died of grief, and the others linger out a life less 
tolerable than death. Alas — remorse seizes my whole soul when I 
reflect, that this is indeed but a copy of the very barbarity which my 
tyoB have seen in my own native country. And yet we boast of liberty 
and national justice. How frequently in the southern states of my 
own country, nave I seen weeping mothers leading the guiltiess infant 
to the sales with as deep anguish as if they led them to the slaughter; 
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and yet felt my bosom tranquil in the view of these agi^reaaoDB on 
defencdeas humanity. But when I see the same enormities practised 
upon beings Whose complexions and blood claim kindred with my own, 
1 curse the perpetrators, and weep over the wretched victims of their 
rapacity. Indeed, truth and justice demand from me the confession, 
that the Christian slaves amon^ the barbarians of Africa, are treated 
with more humanity than the African slaves among professing Chri»' 
tians of civilized America; and yet here sensibility bleeds at every pon 
for the wretches whom fate has doomed to slavery.*'— ^Zet<er to hit utifi* 

4 

WILLIAM RAY. 

Are you republicans Y^awmy ! 
Tis blasphemy the word to say. 
« You talk of freedom ^ Out for shame 1 

Your lips contaminate the name. 
How dare you prate of public good, 
Your hands bosniear'd with human blood I 
How dare you lift those hands to heav'n 
And ask or hope to be forgiven ? 
, ^ How dare you breathe the wounded afar, 

That wafts to heaven the negro's prayer? 
How dare you tread the conscious earth, 
• That gave mankind an equal birth? 
And while you thus inflict the rod. 
How dare you «ay thevo is si Gpd 
That will, in justice, from the skl^s, 
Hear and avenge his creiit ore's cries ? 
" Slaves to be sold," harkf what a aoond? 
Ye give America a wound, 
A scar, a stigma of disgrace, 
Which you nor time can e'er eflhce , 
And prove, of nations yet unborn, 
The curse, the hatred, and the scorn ! 

Tht Horrors 4f Slanay, or Tart of TVi^MK 

CAPTAIN RILEY. 

, Strange as it may seem to the philanthropist, my free and proud- 
spirited countrymen still hold a million and a half of human beings 
in the most cruel bonds of slavery ; who are kept at hard labor, and 
smarting under the lash of inhuman mercenar^r drivers; in many 
instances enduring the miseries of hunger, thirst, imprisonment, cold, 
nakedness, and even tortures. This is no picture of the imagination. 
For the honor of human nature, I wish likenesses were no where to be 
found ! I myself have witnessed such scenes in diSrent parts ot my 
own country ; and the bare recollection of them now chills my blood 
mthhortor,^RUey'8^qrrtUU>e. 

\*By referring to Dtis's Botta, Vol. I. Book, 3d page, 105, it 
will be seen that the first blood spilled in Boston, Maesachusetts, 
. for American Indeoendence, was that of a man of colour. 



THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 

DE WITT CLINTON. 

PATKIA CABA, CAKIOR LIBERTAS. 
Dear la mt Country^ Liberty is Dearer, 

Was the motto of the arms of De Witt Clinton,' inscribed get, ■ 
rally in front of the woi^ of his extensive library. 

As early as 1797, in the New-York Legislature, he deroted his at- 
tention to the gradual abolition of Slavery. 

In the Senaje of New-Y<H:k, 1809-11, he^ introduced laws to pr 
vent kidnapping, ct the farther introduction of slaves, and to pun^ 
ish those who should treat them inhumanly. 

As Governor of the State of New.York, in his speech to the Le- 
giBlature, Jan. 4, 1820, while on the subject of filling the vacancy 
in the United States Senate, he says, alluding to the Missouri ques- 
tion : f» 

** Nor can I conceal on this occasion, the deep anxiety which I 
feel on a subject now under the consideration of the General Govern* 
ment ; and which is unfortunately calculated to produce geographic 
cal distinctions. Highly important as it is to allay feelings so inaus- 
picious, yet I consider the interdiction of the extension of slavery, 
a paramount consideration. Morally and politically speaking, Sla- 
very is an evil of the first magnitude ; and whatever may be the con- 
sequences, it is our duty to prohibit its progress in all cases where 
such prohibition is allowed by the Constitution. No evil can result 
from its inhibition, more pernicious than its toleration ; and I ear- 
nestly recommend the expression of your sense on this occasion, as 
equally due to .the character of the State and the prosperity of the 
empire.*' 



JAMES MADISON. 

The United Sla'es having been the first to abolish, within the ex- 
tent of their authority, the transportation of the natives of Africa 
into slav^, by prohibiting the introduction of slaves, and by pirn, 
ishing their citizens participating in the traffic, cannot but be grati. 
fied by the progress made by concurrent efforts of other natiotu to- 
ward a genend suppressimi of so great an evil. They must feel at 
the same time, the greater solicitude to give the fullest efficacy to 
their own regulations. With that view, the interposition of Con* 
gress appears to be required by the violations and evasions which, 
it is suggested, are chargeable on unworthy citizens, who mingle in 
the slave trade under foreign flags, and with foreign ports ; and by 
collusive importations of slaves into the United States, through ad. 
joining ports and territories. I present the subject to Congress, with 
a full assurance of their disposition to apply all the remedy which 
caii be afforded by an amendment of the law. The regulations 
which were intended to guard against abuses of a kindred character 
in the trade between the several states, ought also to be more effect- 
ual for their humane object. — Message to CongresSy Dee, 3, 1816. 



TBE LEGION OF LIBEBTT. 

JAMES MONROE. 

It '» the cause of serious regret* that no arrangement has yeit 
beep finally concluded between the two governments, to secure, by 
Joint co-operation, the suppression of the slave trade. . It was ths 
object of the British government, |n the early stages of the negotia 
tion, to adopt the plan for the suppression, which should inoluw the 
oonoession of the mutual right of search by the ships of war of each 
party, of the vessels of the otlier, for suspected offenders. This 
was objected to by this government, on tlie principle that as tha 
right of search was a right oi war of a belligerant towards a 
neutral power, it might have an' ill^ e^ct to' extend it by treaty, 
to an oiience that had been made comparatively mild* to a time of 
peace. Anxious, however, for the suppression of this trad6, it was 
thAigbt advisable, in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Represenfatlves, founded on an act of Congress, to propose to the 
British government an expedient which should ^ free nam that ob> 
jection, and more, effectual for the object, by making it piratical. In 
that mode, the enormity of the crime would place tlie oflenders oyt 
of tlie protection of their government, and involve no question of 
search, or otiier question, between the parties, touching their respeotiva 
rigiits. It was believed, also, that it would completely suppress the 
t aie in the vessels of both the parties, and by their respective dti- 
zens and subjects, in those of other powers with whom, it was ho. 
ped, tiiat the odium which would thereby be attached to it, would 
produce a corresponding arrangement, and by means thereof, its entire 
extirpation forever, A convention to this effect was concluded and 
signed in London, on tiie thirteenth day of March, one thousand^ 
cigiit hundred, and twenty.four, by plenipotentiaries duly authorized 
by both governments, to the ratification of which certain obstacles 
have arisen, which are not yet entirely removed. The difference ba. 
tween tlie parties still remaining has been reduced to a point not of 
sufficient magnitude, as is preisumed, to be permitted to defeat an ob. 
iect so near to the heart of both nations, arid so desirable to tha 
friends of humanity throughout the worid.*^[Jllie9sa^« to CongrtBK, 
Dae. 7, 1824. 

I have no hesitation to declare it as my opinion, that the Indian 
titlo was not affected in the slightest circumstance by the compact 
with Geoi^gia, and that. there is no obligation on the United States to 
remove the Indians by force. The express stipulation of the com. 
pacts that their title should be extinguished at the expense of tha 
United States, when it may be done peacebly and on reaionabU con. 
ditions, is a fbll proof that it was the clear and distinct understand- 
ing of both parties to it, that the Indians had a right to the territoiy, 
in the disposal of which they were to be regareded as free agents.-- 
Special Me99ag€t April I, 1824. 
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THE LEGION OF LIBXKTT. 

SAMUEL. L. MITCHELL i 

By file wise policy of qur [New. York] le^slature, the shackles 
of feudal bondage have been knocked off; and our citizens, %ho feel 
nothing of vassalage or aervitudd, aot with the spirit of freemen. — ' 
The abrogatipn of the laws of entails and of primogeniture, has had 
the most happy effect in rendering easy the division and alienation 
of real property, whereby the natural right of every man to a cer^ 
tain part of the earth's snrface, which, in former times, had been 
violently and unjustly wrested from the greatest part of those who 
had advanced much above barbarie rudeness, is restored, and with it 
that mediocrity of condition which hears with honest indignation the 
" monstrous faith of many made for one." The allodial and socage 
tenures of our lands, by giving free scope to purchasers, and undif 
Tided profit to cultivators, have paved the way to more virtae aiid 
happiness^ than all the mines of Peru and Mexico ever have affbrdld^ 

Upon calculations and estimates fairly made, it appears that the 
profits of plantations must be enormous to support a slave cultivation. 
The income of a rice, an indigo, a sugar or a tobacco estate, ha» 
been great enough in the newly cultivated lands of some of the 
Southern States and West India Islands, to admit of this mode of 
management. But at present the profits seem not so prodigious as- 
they have heretofore been. The dearness of West India sugars, the 
prohibition of new importations of slaves ia some places, and the" 
introduction of the plough inst^Mid of the hoe, all indicate the decline 
of slavery, and all prove it to be less and less the true* interest of the 
planters to conduct their business in the old way. Where the pro-' 
dttce of a farm ii| bread— com, flax, hemp, grass, and live stock, tbe* 
profits are moderatCt and the labor of free men is generally prefer"* 
red, as most consistent with good economy : accordingly, in the 
northern states^ slavery is entirely abolished. It appears from the 
great depreciation and frequent manumissions of slaves in this state, 
that our fellow^ citizens are b&:oming convinced of the same truth 
by experience. Vpon taking a survey of the slave-holders with whon> 
I am acquainted, I find those who have the grcaiest numbers to be 
men of considerable hereditary estates in land, or of a handsome ca- 
pital acquired by marriage or bequest, but I cannot n^inc an instancer 
of a man of small property ever getting rich upon tlie profits of 
slave-labor. Therefore the kitchen establisliments of those who keep 
fifleen or twenty negroes, are not to be considered as matters 6f rc-^ 
venue, but of expense, just after the manner of a stud of supernu- 
merary horses, kept either to indulge the pride w gratify the preju^ 
dice of their owner. It is to a convictipn of the impolicy and ex^ 
pensiveness of this kind of service, rather than to any moral or re^ 
ligious consideration on the subject, that the decline of slavery is 
principally to be attributed. — Oration before the New* York &tat9 
Agricultural Society, Jan. 10. 1792. 



TR£ lEGIOK OF LI9SHTT. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

** In one of your gazettes, I find an association against the slavenr 
of negroes, which seems to be worded in such a way as to give no (£■ 
fence to the moderate men in the southern states. As I have ever been 
partial to my brethren of that color, 1 wish, if you are in the socie- 
ty, you would move, in your own name, for my being admitted aa, 
the ]i8iJ*'^Leiter to Hamiltanf from La Fayette, 

This association, emanating from one previously formed in Phila- 
delphia, was composed of incUvidiials, of whom the most active were 
members of the society of Friends. At its second meeting Jay wai 
chosen president, and a committee raised, of which Hamilton wu 
Yshairman, to devise a system for effecting its objects. ^ 

Believing that the influence of such an example would be auspici- 
ous, he proposed a resolution that every member of the society should 
manumit his own slaves. 

He never owne4 a slave *, but cm the contrary, having learned that 
a doi^nestic |rhom he had hired was about to be hold by her master, he 
immediately purchased her ^eedom.— Xt/ie by John C. HamUtotu 



NATHANIEL CHIPMAN. 

Notwithstanding the antiquity of Slavery, and c(H)i)rmed as it is, 
and has been, by 3ie civil institutions of so many countries, we can. 
not hesitate to say, it is supported by ho right, no principle, acknow. 
ledged by the laws of Nature ; that it is inconsistent with all natural 
right ;— -the right of personal liberty, of personal security, and of 
private property, — all are violated or rather annihilated ill the person 
of the slave. Not only does it violate rights and principles allowed 
liataral, but it fails in that safe and sure test of ev^ law of Nature, 
^nd c^ all civil institutions as foundecl in those laws, its tendency to 
promote the general interest and happiness of the societv where it 
prevails, as well as of mankind in general. Its general tendency 
is, in every just view, directly the reverse, — so generally is this now 
iiridei'stood^ that to attempt the proof, would be as tedious as it is un- 
inecessary. 

Still there is an important distinction between this and other kinds 
<of property^ The right of the master in the slave is truly a mere 
^ <civil and not a natural rights The right of the owner in the common, 
' %8 we may say, natural subjects of property is a natural right and is 
<cvcry where respected and supported by the laws of Nature as well as 
of socii'iy. The right o^ the master ceases the moment he passes 
with his slave into a country or 'slate, where there is no law or cus- 
tom lo support it ; or unless, as in the United States, there is some 
provision to protect his property in the slave accompanying him. So 
a slave escaping into such a state becomes free, unless a provision 
have been made, enabling the master to reclaim him. But if a slave 
owner remove with his slave into a state to reside where there is no 
law to protect his right, it ceases at once, and the slave becomes ipso 
fiicto free ; because Sie laws of that state protect all men vlike in their 
natural rights. — principles of Cfovemrneni* 



THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 

Patuck Hcnry. — Another thing will contribute to Wing general 
emancipation about. Slavery is dtlested. — We feel its fatal effects* 
We deplore it with all the pity of humanity. I repeat it agv^i ^hat it 
would rejoice my very soul tliat every one of my fellow beings was 
emancipated. As we ought with gratitude to admire the decree of 
Heaven, which has niunbcred us among the free, we ought to 
lament and deplore the necessity of holding our fellow-men in 
bondage. 

DANIEL D. TOMKINS. 

To devise the means for the gradual and nltimate extermination 
from amongst us of slaver}*, that reproach of a free people, is a work 
worthy the representatives of a )»oiished and enlightened nation. 

Allow me here to observe, that the law which authorizes the trans-' 
portation of slaves convicted of otiencf:s, is very generally considered 
impolitic and unjust. Impolitic, because it cherishes inducements in 
the master, to wnom alone these unfortunate creatures cafi look for 
friendship and protection, to aggravate, to tempt, or to entrap the slave 
mto an error — to operate upon nis ignorance or his fears, to confess a 
charge, or to withhold from him the means of employing counsel for 
defence, or of establishing a reputation which is frequently the only 
shield against a criminal allegation. This inducement will he pecu- 
liarly strong, where the slave is of that description^ the sale of which 
is prohibited ; for a conviction will enable the master to evade that 
restriction, and to make a lucrative disposition of what might other- 
wise be a burtlien to him. It is unjust, because transportation is addpd 
to the full sentence which may be pronounced upon others. To inflict 
less punishment for the crimes of those who have always breathed the 
air of freedom, who have been benefited by polished society, and by 
literary, moral, and religious instruction and example, than to tho pas^ 
sions and frailities of the poor, untutored, unrefined, and unfortunate 
victims of slavery, is a palpable inversion of a precept of our blessed 
Redeemer. The servant "that knew not, and did commit things 
worhty of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes ; for unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall be niuch required." — Speech to J^ew 
York LegislalurCf Jan, S, 1812* 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

[On December J 18, 1814, GENRi^i. Jackson issved in the French 
language the foUowingJ] 

Addrkss to the Free People of Color. 

Soldiers ! When on the banks of the Mobile, I cjillt d yoti to take- 
up arms, inviting you to partake the perils and clory of your white' 
fellow-citizens, 1 expected much from you ; for I was not ignorant 
that you possessed qualities most formidable to an invading eneray.^ 
I knew with what fortitude you could endure hunger and thirst, and 
all the fatigues of a carnpai^ I knew well how you loved your 
native country, and that you had, as well as ourselves, to defend 
what man houls most dear-^-bls parents, relations} wife, c^ldren. vid 



^■HH^HBKHiP 



JOSEPH 8T0RT — PANIEJU WSBSTER. 

« 

property. You have done more than I expected. In addition to liie 
previous qualities I before kn^w you to possess, I found, moreover; 
among you a noble enthusiasm, which leads to the performance of 
great thmgs. 

Soldiers ! The President of the United States shall hear how 
praiseworthy was your conduct in the hour of danger, and the Repre- 
sentatives of the American people will, I doubt not, give you the 
praise your exploits entitle you to. Your general anticipates them in 
applauding your noble ardor. 

The enemy approaches; his vessels cover our lakes: our brave 
citizens are united, and all contention has ceased among tnem. Their 
only dispute is who shcdl win the prize of valor or who ibe most glory^ 
its noblest reward. 

By Older. 

THOMAS BUTLER, JKd.de-eamp. 

JOSEPH STORY. 

The President of the United States, is also authorized to employ 
our armed vessels and revenue cutters to cruise on the seas for the 
purpose of arresting all vessels and persons engaged in this traffic in 
yiolation of our laws ; and bounties as well as a moiety of the cap- 
tured property are given to the captors to stimulate them in the dis* 
charge of their d uty. 

Under these circumstatices, it m^ht well be supposed that the slave* 
trade would in practice, be extinguished — that virtuous men would by 
their abhorrence, stay its pollute march, and- wicked men would be 
overawed by its potent punishment. But unfortunately the case is far 
otherwise. We have oiit too many melancholy proofs from unques- 
tionable sources, that it is still carried on with all the implacable fero* 
city and insatiable rapacity of former times. Avarice has grown more 
subtle in its evasion ; and watches and seizes its prey with an appetite 
quickened, rather than suppressed, by its suilty vigils. American 
citizens are steeped up to their very mouths (i scarcefy use too bold a 
figure) in this Stream of iniquity. They throng the coast of Africa 
uiider l^e stained flags of Spain and Portugal, sometimes selling 
abroad " their cargoes of despair,'' and sometimes bringing them into 
some of our southern ports, and there under the forms of the law de» 
featinv the purposes of^the law itself, and legalizing their inhuman but 
profitable adventures. I wish I could say that New. England and 
New England men were free from this deep pollution. But there ie 
some reason, to believe, that they who drive a loathsome traffic, '*and 
buy the muscles and the bones of men," are to be found here also. It is 
to be hoped the number is small ; but our cheeks may well bum with 
shame while a soUtary case is permitted to go unpunished. — Ftom 
Jfitdge Story^s Charge to the Grand Jury of the XJ. S. CircuU Court, in - 
Portsmoitth, ^. H., May Term, 1820. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

If there be, within the exCent of our knowledge and influence, any 
participation in this traffic in slaves^ let us pledge ourselves upon the 
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Rock of Plymouth, to extirpate and destroy it It is not fit that the 
land of the pilgrims shonld bear the shame longeh Let that spot be 
purified, or let it be set aside from the Christian world ; liet it be put 
out of the circle of human sympathies and human regards ; and let 
civilized men henceforth have no communion with it 

I invoke those who fill the seats of justice, and all who minister at 
her altar, that they exercise the wholesome and necessary severity of 
the law. I invoke the ministers of our religion, that they proclaim its 
denunciation of those crimes, and add its solemn sanction to the 
authority of human laws. If the pulpit be silent, whenever or wher- 
ever there may be a sinner, bloody with this guilt, within the hearmg 
of its voice, the pulpit is false to its trust 

NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 

On the 20th day of January, 1820, the following preamble and re- 
flations were taken up in the senate (having passed the house )of the 
New-York Legislature, and unanimously passed. [Mr. Van Buren, 
who was then m the senate of that state, voted in favor of them.] 

Whereae, the inhibiting the further extension of slavery m the 
United States, is a subject of deep concern to the people of this state : 
and whereas, we consiuer slavery as an evil much to be deplored, and 
that every constitutional barrier should be interposed to prevent its 
further extension ; and the constitution of the United States clearly 
gives congress the right to require new states, not comprised within 
the ori^nal boundary of the United States, to make the prohibition of 
slavery a condition of their admission into the Union : Tnerefore, 

Resolved, (if the honorable senate concur therein) That our senators 
be instructed, and our members of congress be requested, to oppose 
the admission as a state into the Union, of any territory not comprised 
as aforesaid, without making the prohibition of slavery therein an in- 
dispensable c(HMUtion of admission. 

WILLIAM WIRT. 

Slavery was contrary to the laws of nature and of nations and that 
the law of South Carolina, concerning seizing colored seamen, was 
unconstitutional. * * * * Last and lowest, a /ectiium of beings 
called overseers — the most abject, degraded, unprincipled race— 
alwa3rs cap in hand to the dons who employ them, and furnishing, 
materials tor their pride, insolence, and love of dominion. — Life of 
Patrick Henry. 

JOHN RANDOLPH. 

Dissipation, as well as pmoer or prosperitj? hardens the heart, but 
avarice deadens it to every feeling, but trie thirst for riches. Avarice 
alone could have produced the slave-trade. Avarice alone can drive, 
as it does drive, this infernal traffic, and the wretched victims, like so 
many posthorses, whipped to death in a mail coach. Ambition has 
its oover-sluts, in the pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war ; 
but where are the trophies of avarice ? The handcuff) the manacle, 



THOM^h JEFTERBON RANDOI^FH. 

and the blood-stained cowhide I What mm it worae received in ioeUlff 
far being a hard master 7 Who denies the hand of a sister or dauglAer 
to such monsters ? — nay^ they have even appeared in " the abused 
shape of tlie vilest of women." t say nothing of India or Amboyna-— 
of Cortez, or Pizarro. — Southern Literary Messenger. 

[In March, 1816, John Randolph submitted the following resolution 
to the House of Representatives:] "Resolved, That a committee be 
appointed, to inquire into the existence of an inhuman and illegal 
traffic of slaves, carried on in and through the District of Columbia, 
and to report whether any, and what measures are necessary for put- 
ting a stop to the same." 

*' Virginia is so impoverished by the svatem of slavery, that the 
tables will sooner or later bo turned, and the slaves will advertise for 
runaway masters." 

*' Sir, I neither envy the head nor the heart of that man from the 
Worth, who rises here to defend slavery upon principle." — Relntke </ 
Edward Everett, in Congress^ 1820. 

'* 3. I have upwards of two thousand pounds sterling; in the hands 
of Banns, Brothers & Co.. of London, and upwards of one thousand 
pounds of like money in the hands of Gowan and Marx ; this money 
I leave to mv executor, Wm. Leigh, as a fund for carrying into execu* 
tion my will respecting my slaves." 

" 1 give to my slaves their freedom, to which my conscience tells me 
they are justly entitled. It has a long time been a matter of the deepest 
regret to me, that the circumstances under which I inherited them, and 
the obstacles thrown in the way by the laws of the land, have prevented 
niy emancipating them in my lifetime, which it is my full intention to 
do in case I can accomplish it" 

The codicil goes on to make provision for his servants John and 
wife, and for Juba and his wife, and another woman :— "And I 
hereby req\iest (says he) the General Assembly (the only request that 
I ever preierred to them,) to let the above named and such other of mv 
old ana faithful slaves us desire it, to remain in Virginia ; recommeno- 
ing them each and all to the care of my said execute^, who I know is 
too wise, just and humane to send them to Liberia, or any other place 
in Africa or tlie West Indies."— Cod. Jan, 1826. 

THOxMAS JEFFERSON RANDOLPH. 

T agree with gentlemen in the necessity of arming the state for 
internal defence. I will unite with them in any ef&rt to restore con- 
fidence to the public mind, and to conduce to th.e srnse of the safety 
of our wives, and our children. Yet sir, I must ask, upon whom it 
to fall the burden of this defence? not upon the lordly masters of their 
hundred slaves, who will never turn out except to retire with their 
families when danger th^atens. No, sir; it is to fall upon the less 
wealthy class of our citizens ; cldejly upon the nonrslaveholdcr, I have 
known patrols turned out where there was not a slaveholder ammir them, 
and this is the practice o'' the country. I have slept in times oi alarm 
quietly in bed, with<v;.c having a thought of care, while these mdi* 
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▼idualfl, owninz none of this property themselves, were patrolling 
iinddr a compulsory process, for a pittance of sev.enty-five cents per 
twelve hours, the very curtilage of my house, and guarding that pro- 
perty, which was alike dangerous to them and myself. Atier all, this 
js but an expedient As this population becomes more numerous, it 
becomes less productive. Your guard must be increased, until finally 
its profits will not pay for the ezpenee of its subjection. Slavery has 
the effect of lessening the fi*ee population of a country. 

The gentlemen lus spoken of the increase of the female slaves 
being a part of the pront; it is admitted ; but no great evil can be 
averted, no good attained, without some inconvenience. It may be. 
questioned, how far it is desirable to foster and encourage this branch 
of profit It is a practice, and an increasing practice in parts of Vir- 
ginia, to rear slaves for market How can an honorable mind, a patriot, 
and a lover of his country, bear to see this ancient doihinior, rendered 
illustrious by the noble devotion and patriotism of her sons in the* 
cause of liberty, converted in one grand menagerie, where men are to 
be reared for the market, like oxen for the shambles. Is it better, is it 
not worse, than the slave-trade ; that trade which enlisted the labor 
of the good and wise of every creed, and every clime^ to abolish it '/ 
The trader receives the slave, a stranger in language, aspect and man- 
ner, from the merchant who has brought him from the mterior. The 
ties of father, mother, husband and chud, have all been rent in twain ; 
before he receives him, his soul has become callous. But here, sir, 
individuals, whom the master has known from infancy, whom he has 
seen spojrting in the innocent gambols of childhood, who have been 
accustomed to look to him (at protection, he tears from the mother's 
arms, and sells into a strange country, among strange people, subject 
to cruel taskmasters. 

He has attempted to justify slavery here, because it exists in Africa, 
and has stated tnat it exists all over the world. Upon the Rame prin- 
ciple, he could justify Mahometism, with its plurality of wives, petty 
wars for plunder, robbery and murder, or any other of the abominations 
and enormities of savage tribes. Does slavery exist in any pait of 
civilized Europe ? No su*, in no part of it — Speech in< the Virginia 
Legislature, 

GOVERNOR RANDOLPH. 

The deplorable error of our ancestors in copying a civil institution 
from savage Afi*ica, has affixed upon their posterity a depressing bur- 
djBH, which nothing bat the extraordinary benefits conferred by our 
happy climate, could have enabled us to support We have been far 
outstripped by states, to whom nature has been far less bountiful. It 
is painful to consider what might have been, under other circumstances, 
the amount of general wealth in Virginia, or the whole sum of coin- 
fortable subsistence and happiness possessed by all her inhabitants.—- 
Addrets to the Legislature of Virginia, in 1820. 
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'♦;■•■ • • ■ -WILLIAM YATE6. ; " "'• ' - 

By .the freehold q\i?dificatioD how affixed ;to the right of voting by 
colored cilizens of the gtatc of New-Yoi*k, a large number of tire 
people of the state, who, from 1777, when the old constitation was 
formed, for forty-five years had enjoyed the right of voting, on the 
Bstme terms a^ white citizens, were disfranchised The odidus prm. 
ciple of making -discriminations among then, on the ground of color, 
^as eatablished ; and^ by eiigrafting it into the fundamental law of 

. Uie state, a monument of injustice has been reared, which will talt^ 
years to demohj^, ' . * 

The cfrnVGniiofa of 282 1, contained as large a cumber of men ^of 
tke first order of mind and attainmants, at^ any similar body ever as* 
Bembled itt'the United States. And it is a trait worthy of notice, in 

^tbe members of that asiiembly, that the most respectablOr the purest 
and best, w^re foimd on the side of the col<ured people. It w'onM b^' 
iinvidlous^ perhaps, to discdnrinate among the living, though wd 
Cpuld point to such met» a^ a Cbanoellor Kent, a Jay, and Van Rens- 
selaer. - But in regard to the dead, many of the worthiest and ablest 
in that boify are now of that number. And of these are Jonas P]atf| 

" ^hd Wm. W« Van Ness, both, when living. Justices of the Supreme 
Court, Rufus King; long a senator of the United StSites, and Abra. 

. ham Vaa Vechtcn, in life the well known patriarch of the New- York 
Bar, a^l of whom, ofid others who might be njimcdt advocated the 
rights of the people of color,. The iirsiE vote was €3 to 59 for pre- 
scrying their rights*— i2/g"Af« ef Colored 3/Un> 

NATHAN SAIVTORD, 
. Here tli^e is, but one cstate-rthe people. And, to me, the only 
qualification sccm^ to be, their, viilue 9jia toorality. If tljey may be 
^eiy trusted to vote for one c|ass of rulers, why not for an ? The 
principle of the scheme now presented, is, that those who bear the 
burdens of the stale. shall choose those that rule it; and we wish to 
carry it almost as far as our male population. It is the scheme witich 
has been proposed by a majority of th«r committee, and they think it 
safe and beneficial. 

. " PETER A. JAT. 

It was not expected that this right of sufirage was in any instance 
to be restricted,^ much less was it anticipated, or desired, that a sin- 
gle person was to be disfranchiiefed. Why, sir, are tliesc men to be 
excluded from rights which they possess in common with their coun- 
trymen t What crime have tlitey committed for which they are to 
be punished ? Why are they, who were born as fixe as ourselvea^ 
natives of the same. country, and deiiving" from nfM,ure and our po- 
litical institutions the same rights and privileges which we have, naw 
to be deprived of all tho§e rights, and doomed to remaip for cvei* as 
aliens among: Uf t We ai'e told, in reply, that other states have- set 
us the example,. It is true that ot^er. states treat this race of men 
with cruelty and injustice, an4 that we iiave hiLh«i:to manifested to- 
wards them a disposition to be ju/st And liberal^ ■ Ye( ef^en in Vir- 
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piiU and K'ortit Cvolinm free people of eoler are perqritted to vole, 
and if I am «orrectlj informed, exerciae that pririlege. In Penifo 
Bflvania, tbey are much more numerous than ihey are here, an^ 
there they aite not disfranchised, [altered in 1638,] nor has any incon. 
▼enience been &U fVom extending to all men the rights whioh ouglil 
U> be eommon to alL 

ROBERT CLARKE. 

Free people of color are included in the number which r^ulatot 
yonr representation in congress, and I wish to know how ueemen 
ean be represeflted when they are deprived of the priyilcga of voting 
lor irepresentatives. The constitution says, "representattres and ^ 
lect taxes shall be apportioned among the difierent states, according 
to the inhabitants thereof, including all free persons,** Sec AQ colori 
and complexions are here included* It is not free ** white* persons. 
No sir, our venerable fktbers entertained loo strong a sense of justioQ 
to countenance such an odiovs distinction. Now, sir, taking this in 
co&aexion with the declaration of independence, I think you cannal 
exclude them without being guilty of a palpable violation of every 
principle of justice. We are usurping to ourselves a power which we 
do not possess ; and by so doing, deprive thorn of a privilege to which 
they are, and always have been, justly entitled — ^an invaluable lighl 
— >« n^ht in which we have prided ourselves as constituting our siv 
peric^ty over every other people on earth — a right which they have 
enjoyed eVer since the formation of our government— the right of suC 
fiagc. And why do we do this ? Instead of visiting the iniquities <^ 
these people upon them and their children, we are visiting their akm 
Ibrtnnes upon them and their posterity unto the latest generation. 

In this very house, in the fall of 1614, a bill passed, receiving the 
approbation of all the branches of your government, authorizing the 
governor to accept the services of a corps of 2000 free people of color* 
Sir, these were times which tried men's souls. In these times it wae 
no sporting matter to bear arms. These wm^e times when a man who 
shouldered his musket, did not know but he bared his bosom to r^' 
ceive a death wound from the enemy ere he laid it aside ; and in these 
times, these people were found as ready and &s willing to volunteer 
in your service as any othen They were not compelled to go, they 
were not drafted. No, your pride had placed them beyond your oonw 
polsory power. But there was no necessity fbr its exercise ; they 
were volunteers ; yes sir, volunteers to defend &om the intf^ds and 
ravages of a ruthless and vindictive foe, that very country which had 
treated them with insuH, degradation, and slavery. Volunteers aie 
the best of soldiers ; give me the men, whatever be their complexiofi» 
that willingly voloii(:eer, and not those who are Oompelled to tura 
out ; such men do not fight from necessity, nor from mercenary mOf 
tives, but froth principle. Such men formed the most efficient cornp 
fbr your country's defence in the late war ; and of such consisted the 
crews of your squadrons on Erie and Champlain, who largely coik 
tributed to the safety and peace of your country, and the renown of 
her arms. Yet, stnmge to tell, Mam are the men whom you seek to 
degzvdd and oppress* 
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JAM£S KENT. 



There was muc]i difficultj in the praQtical operation oTthe prine^ 
pie inrolTed m the use of the word white. What aball be the crite- 
rion in deciding upon the different shades of color. The Hindoo and 
Chinese are called yeUow-— the Indian red— ahaU these be excluded, 
riiould they come and rende aoionff us 7 Great efforts were now 
making in the cimstian world to enlighten and imvroye their condlr 
Uon, and he thought it inexpedient to erect a bamer that should es- 
<dade them for ever from the enjoyment of this important right. 

He was disposed, however, to annex such qualifications and con- 
(Stions as should pcevent them from coming in bodies from other 
ftates to vote at elections. 

Slavery existed in this state at the time of the revolution, and yet 
It was not recognized in the constitution. There was no such thing 
known in the constitution of the non-slave-holding states, With the 
exception of Connecticut, as a denial to the blacks of those etectoral 
f|riViWe8 that were eajoyod by the whites. In Europe, the distinc 
tipn of color was unknown. The judees of Engtand said, even so 
long ago as the reign of Queen ElizabeUi, that the air of England was 
too pure for a slave to breathe in. The saine law prevails in Soot- 
land, Holland, fVanee, and most of the other kingdoms of Emx^M« 

ABRAHAM VAN VECHTEN. 

We are precluded from denying their citlscenship, by our uniform 
recognition for more than forty years— nay some of them were oiti- 
tens when this state came into political existence— 'partook in our 
struggle for freedom and independence, and were incorporated into 
the body politic at its creation. As to their degradation, tliat had 
been produced by the injustice of white n\finy and it does not be- 
come tlioee who have acted so unjustly towards them, U> xxm the 
result of that injustice as a reason ior perpetuating their degradation 
The period has elapsed when they were considered and treated as 
the lawful property of their mastezs. Our legislature has duly re. 
cognised their mialienahle right to freedom as rational and accounta- 
ble beings. This recognition, and the provision made by law for the 
gradual melioration of their condition, liy necessary implication, ad* 
mit thar title to the native and acquired rights of citizenship. 

Do odr prejudices against thmr oolor destroy their rights as citi. 
sens 7 Whence do those prejudices proceed ? Are they founded in 
impartial reason, or in the benevdent principles ofoxif holy religion ? 
Nay, are they indulged in cases where the amvices of men of color 
are desirable 7' Do we not daihr see them working side by side with 
white citizens on our farms, and on our public highways 7 Is it more 
derogat(«y to a white citizen to stand by the Bidb of a citizen of color 
in me t%ika of the milftia, than in repairinff a highway, or in labor, 
in^ on a farm? Again, ate not people of odor permitted to par. 
ticipate in our most solemn religious exercises— to sit down with us 
at Uie same table to oommemorate tlie dying love of the Saviour 
of sinners 7 This will not be denied by any one who has been ia 
the habit of attending those exercisai^ aod thosa Mltgioos solemitt* 



ties. And what is the condliurfoiit to wlurcb this fact directs ua? I» 
it not that people of color are our fellow candidates for immortalitj, 
and that the same path, of future happflness is appointed fcHC tliem and 
us — and (hat in the final jud^ent the artificial (Kstinction of colo'* 
will not be regarded ? How then can that distinction justify us iu 
taking from them any of the common rights which every ofther free 
citizen enjoys? ' 

There is another, and to my mind, an insuperable oWection to the 
exclusion of free citizens of color froiii the right of suffrage, arising^ 
from the provision in the constitution of the United States, " that 
the citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immu* 
nities of citizens in the several stales.** The effect of this provision 
is, to secure to the citizens of the other states, when they come to 
tcfeide here, 6qual privileges and immunities with our native citizens, 
Stippose,'then, thai a ffc^ citizen of color should remove from* the 
state of Connecticut into this state, :couid we deny him the right of 
suffrage when he ouiaincd the legal qualification of an elector ? la 
not tht constitution of the United States paramount to ours oil the 
subject ? 

It \Vas expected by a considerable portion of the people of this 
state, that the right of suffrage would be'cbttended, hut ne had not 
heard that K was expected or desired (except by some of the cititcntj 
of New-York,) that any of the present electors of , this state sho'ild 
be disfranchised. He should, therefore, vote for striking out tho 
word white in the amendment before the committee, in order to re- 
serve inviolate the present constitutional rights of the electors. 

JONAS PLATT. 

Our rqaublican text js, that all men are born equal, in civil and 
political rights ; and if fliis freehold proviso be ingrafted into our con-^ 
stitution, the practical commentary ^will be, that a portion of our 
fice citizens shall not enjoy equal rights with their fellow citi- 
zenfs. AH fii'eemcn, of African parentage, are to be constitutionally 
degraded : no matter how virtuous or intelligent. Test the principle, 
sii*, by another example. Suppose the proposition were, to make a 
discrimination, so as to exclude the descendants of German, or Low 
Dutch, or Irish ancestors; would not every man be shocked at the 
horrid injustice of ^he principle ? It is .in vain to disguise the fact, 
we shall violate a sacred principle, without any necessity, if we re* 
tain this discrimination. We say to this unfortunate race of men, 
purchase a freehold os.tate of $250 value, and you shall then be equal 
to the white man, who parades one day in the militia, or performs a 
day*s work on the highway. Sir, it is adding mockery to injustice. 
We Itnow that, with rare, exceptions, they have not the means of 
purchasing a freehold ; and it would be unworthy of this grave con- 
vention to do, indirectly, an act of injustice, which we are unwil. 
ling openly to avow. The rfeal- object is, to . exclude the oppressed 
and degraded sobs of 4-fcica ; and, in my humble judgment, it would 
better comport with the dignity of this convention, to speak out, and 
to pronounce the seBtenpe of -perpetual degradation <m negroes and 
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Iheir poUerity, for e^er, tluiii to esUblwh a teit, which tire know thejr 
cannot comply with, and which we do not leqaire of others. 

Bat, sir, we owe to that innocent and unfortunate race 9t mea, 
much more than mere emancipation. We owe to them our patient 
and perseverinj^ exertians, to elevate their .condition and character, 
by means of moral and religious instruction. As a republican stater- 
man, I protest against the principle of inequality contained in this 
proviso. Ajb a man and a father, who e^cpects justice for himself 
and his children, in this world ; and as a coristian, who hopes for 
mercy in the world to come ; I can not, I dare not, content to thie 
^just proscription. 

DAVID BUEL, Jm 

There are, in my judgment, many circumstanees which will fbr 
tsnrer preserve the people of this state from the vices and degradation 
t>f a jBun^[>can population* The provisions made for the establisb- 
inent of common schools, will in a few years extend the bienefit of 
education to all our citizens. The universal diffusion cf information 
will forever distinguish our population from that of Europe. Virtot 
and intelligence are the true basis oh which every republican govern- 
ment must rest i where these are lost, freedom wi|l no longer exiat. 
The diffusion of education is the only sure means of establishing 
these pillars of freedom. 1 feel no apprehension Ibr myself or mv 
postenty, in confining the right of suffrage to the great mass of suck 
a population. The farmers of this country will always out-number 
all other portions of our popdation. 

And I refer to the general reasoning adopted4iy the writers of tba 
Federalist, to demonstiate the wisdom of the provisions in our na- 
tional constitution, in regard to tbe quaHfications of electors and 
elected. Those illustrious statesmen have most satisfactorily shown 
it to be a prtmiinent feature in the constitution of the United States, 
and one of its greatest excellencies, that orders and classes of men 
would not, and ought not, aa such, to be represented ; that every 
citizen, qualified by his talents and virtues, snould be eligible to a 
seat in either branch of the national legislatuie, without regard to 
his occupation or class in socfety. And it was predicted and expected 
that men of eveiy class and profession, would find their way to the 
legislature of the unicm. The framers of the constitution placed their 
confidence in the virtue and intelligence of the great mass of tlv 
American people. It was their triumphant boast to have formed a 
government without recognizing or creating any odious distinctions, 
lOr giving any particular preference to any particular class or order 
T)f men. — DthaU9 in the m^^Yorle Convention,. 1821. 

HEZEKIAH NILES. 

It is expressly provided (AH, iv. See. 3,) by the constitution of the 
United States, » that the citizens of each slate shall be entitled to all 
the privileges and immuniUes of citizens in the several states.*^ Thif 
is a very sunple, plain, and imperative sentence. Free blacks and 
mulattoes are eitizens in all the atates, I beUeve, east of the Deltp 
ware, as w«n as in the states aorthw^il of tin river Ohio» attd thegr 
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cannot be dispossessed of the right to locate themselves where thejr 
please. 

The constitution of the United Stales equalizes the privileges of 
the citizens of the states, without respect to color, or the countries 
from whence fhey may be derived. This principle must be main- 
tained. The few free Macks and mulattoes in the United States are 
not to be considered.— It is the disfranchisement of citizens who are 
citizens, and cannot be disfranchised. Shall we open the door to 
what may become the foulest proscriptions? — Niles RegisteVi 1820. 

Dealin g in slaves has become a large business ; establishments are 
made in several places in Maryland and Virginia, at which tlicy are 
sold like cattle ; these places of deposite are strottgly built and well 
supplied with thumb-screws and gags, and ornamented with cow-skins 
and other whips oflen times blocSy. — Vol. 35. 



MYRON HOLLEY- 

It has become fashionable with many, of late, to degrade the word 
political into'a signification narrow, sordid, grovelling, selfish, and 
personal. This is because those, who have chiefly controlled politi- 
cal action, have betrayed it to services charactized by these epithets. 
It should have, and may have, a much higher meaning ; and must 
be practically restored to its best significance, or the memory of our 
fathers and the hopes of their children will perish. 

Principles do not take effect witlioiit agency. In this life, men 
have, at least for a time, power to set them up, and power to cast 
them down. Under neglect, they become useless. Local interest 
and personal ambition, often unite to eet them aside. Kence the 
maxim, that the price of liberty is eternal vigilance. This price we 
have not paid. We haTC been devoted to less valuable engagements. 
The consequence is, our liberties are greatly impaired. Tlie first 
6tep, towards their reparation and confirmation, is a thorough survey 
of the foundation on which they rest. This foundation is composed 
X)f the doctrines of '76. — Rochester Freeman. 



JOHN C. SPENCER. 

The very insertion of the clause (l^i, Art. 1st Sect. 9,) showed 
that without it the power of Congress would have been complete and 
unlimited ; and the restriction of the power being confined to the 
slates then existing, demonstrated that the power of congress pvef 
new states was perfect and uncontrolled. He was happy to be able 
to quote higher authorities for this construction. In tlrc debate in 
the Pennsylvania Convention, which will be found in 4th Hall's 
American Law Journal, the venerable Judge Wilson had given a lu- 
cid and satisfactory explanation of this clause : he declares that it is 
intended to rcalrict the power, of Congress over the old states until 
1808 ; that afler that period the migration and importation of slaves 
could be prohibited altogether, and that in the meanwhile no new 
slajte would be admitted without prohibiting the inti'oduction of slavery. 
He states the clause to have been the result of compromise between 
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the north and the south, and he congratulates his collei^es on hav 
ing obtained«o much. Authority more decided can hardly be ex- 
peeled, especially when it is recollected that it is ar colitemporaneoug 
ejkposition of the intention of the framers of the constitution, beibg 
made in the year 1787, by one of the most distinguished in that batid 
of ilhistrious statesmen. In addition to this, we have the testimony 
of the venerable patriot, John Jay, in a letter lately made public, 
which is equally explicit. And that exalted statesmen (IQkufus King,) 
whom we ha,ve lately, ^ith unexampled unaniioity,~^eleoted to the 
senate of the United States, has not only given evidence the most 
dear and decisive to the same point, bat has presented a mass of in- 
valuable facts, which show that there could have been no other inten- 
tion in the minds of the framers of the constitution, than that which 
has been ascribed to them. If, then, the plain and obvious jneaaing 
of the words themselves required the sanction of antbority, we have 
* it from men who were actors in the scene, and who were intimately 
acquainted with men and the events of the day. 

Shall it (the south. western territory,) be doomed to the foul stain 
of slavery, or shall it be the abode of freedom and independence ? 
It was purchased by the common fund of the- nation, to which' the 
state of New- York has contributed more than $100,000,000. Shall 
we and our children be excluded from its common and equal enjoy- 
ment ? T)hat this will be the inevitable efiect of allowing slavery 
there, is easily shown. 

Those who have had any acquaintance with the Blave..holding states, 
know perfectly well that there exists among them but two classes of 
society, the very wealthy and respectable, and the poor, servile and 
degraded ; that in them, the most useful portion of our citizens which 
wc call the middle class is unknown ^ labor being confined to the 
blacks, shares in the contempt and degradation of those who perform 
it, and the consequence is that personal labor is despised — ^the imroe* 
diate Q^ect is that a white man must either be the owner of slaves, or 
must become degraded to their level, or below it. Such is the uni- 
form and constant cfiect in those states where a large portion of the 
population consists of slaves. If, therefore, slavery be adpiitted into 
tliis portion of the union, it will be a virtual exclusion of the northern 
emigrant. The state of Illinois and the territory of Missouri, con- 
trasted only by the one rejecting slavery and the other practically ad- 
miting it, offered a practical proof of the correctness of these remarks. 
Would it not tlien be unjust in Congress to pass any law which, by 
its operation would exclude the northern inhabitants from the common 
and equal enjoyment of a property purchased by a common fund ? 

I go further than the gentleman from Delaware, (firastus Root,) 
oh this subject, Ho says that the adoption of the Declaration of In- 
dependence in this state constitution, renders slavery unconstitutional. 
I contend th$it the first act of our nation, being a solemn recognition 
of the liberty and equality of all men, and mat the righttf of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness were inalienable, was the corner 
stone of our confederacy, and is above all constitutions, and all laws. 
'^Speech in New-York Legislature, 1820. 
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HENRY CLAY. ^ 

As a mere laborer, the slave fccb that lie toils for his mastef, and 
not for himself; that the laws do not reco^ise his capacity to aeqtiire 
and hold property, which depends altogettier upon the plensare of his 

goprietor, and tiiat all the fruits of his exertions are reaped by odiera* 
e knows that, whether sick or weU, in times of scarcity or aban-* 
dance, his master is bound to provide for him by the alUpowerfal infln"* 
ence of selP-interest He is generally, therefore, indifferent to tho 
adverse or prosperous fortunes of his master, being contented if be can 
escape his displeasure or chastisement, by a careless and slovenly 
performance of Ins duties* 

That labor is best, in which the laborer knows that he will derive 
the profits of his industry, and his employment depends upon his dili* 
gence, and his reward upon his assiduity. He then has every motive 
to excite liim to exertion, and to animate him in perseveranceii He 
knows that if he is treated badly, he can exchange his employer for 
one who will better estimate his service; and that whatever he earns 
is kUf to be distributed by himself as be pleases, among his wife and 
ehildreiK and friends, or enjoyed by himself. In a word, he feels that 
be is a free agent, with rig|hts, and privileges, and sensibilities. 

Wherever the option exists to employ, at an equal hire, free or slave 
labor, the former will be decidedly preferred, for the reasons already 
assigned. It is more capable, more diligent, more faithfid, and in 
every respect more worthy of confidence. 

It is believed that nowhere in the farming portion of the TTnited 
States would slave labor be generally employ^ if the proprietor were 
not tempted to raise slaves oy the high price of the southern market, 
which keeps it up in his own. 

[Speaking of an attempt more than thirty-five years ago, to adopt 
gradual emancipation in KentudKV, Mr. Clay sa3rs :] 

We were overpowered by numbers, and submitted to the decision 
of the maiority with the ^ce which the minority, in a republic, should 
ever yield to such a decision. I have nevertheless never ceased, and 
^ never shall cease, to rezret a decision, the effects of which have been, 
to place ua in the rear ofour neighbors, who are exempt from slavery, in 
the state of agriculture, the progress of manufactures, the advance of 
improvement, and the generai prosperity of society. — Address before the 
ColorUzalimk Society, 

JOHN ClUINCY ADAMa 

Not three days since, Mr. Clayton,^ of Georgia, called that species 
of population (viz. slaves) the machinery of the South. Now that 
machinery had twenty odd representatives* in that hall, — not elected 
by the machinery, but by those who owned it. And if he should go 
back to the history of this (^vemment from its foundation, it would be 
easy to prove that its decisions liad been affected, in general by Icstf 

{* Tliere ars no«r twer.ty-fivs odd representatives"*that is, lepresentaUvflt 
of t}a\ ei 3 
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mojoritie^ tb9n ^at. Nay, he might go rutther^ land iosict that that 
yfiry jrepreseiUalion had ever been, in fact, (he rtUing power qf thi» 

The history-^of the Union has afforded a continual, proof tli at this 
representation of property, which they enjoy, as well m the election, 
of President and Vice. Pi-esident of the United States, as upon tho 
£loor bf the House of H^resejntatived, has secured to the slaveholding 
states the entire control of the national policy, and, almost without 
exeeptmn, tlie p^sssossion of the highest executive office of the Union. 
A4<vay3 united in. the purpose of regulatitig the affairs of the whole 
Union by the standard of the slaveholding interest, their disproportion* 
atjB numbers in the electoiul colleges have enabled them, in ten put of 
twelve quadriennjal elections, to confer the Chief Magistracy upon one 
of their own citiaens. Their suffrages at every electioii, without ev 
■Ception, have been almost exclusively confined to jn candidate of their 
o>yn ca8te.^-S;)ceeA in CongreiSy Feb. 4j 18^3. 

GENERAL DUFF GREEN. 

. "We are of those who believe the South has nothing to fear from a 
servile War. We do not believe that the abolitionists intend, nor 
coittd they, if they would, excite the slates to insurrection. The dan- 
ger of this is remote. We believe that we have most to fear from 
the orgaiMZGd action upon the consciences and fears of slaveholders 
- themselves ; from the insinuations of their dangerous heresies into our 
schools, our pulpits, and our domestic circles. " It is only by alarming 
the consciences of the weak and feeble, and diflfusing among our own 
)ieople a morbid sensibility on the question of slavery, that the aboli- 
tionists can accomplish their object. Preparatory to thiSf they are now 
laboring to saturate the non-siaveholding states with the belief that 
slavery is a sin against God ; that the " national compact" involves 
the non-slaveholders in that sin ; and that it is their duty to toil and 
suffer, that our country may be delivered from what they term its 
blackest stain, its foulest reproach, its deadliest curse. — Soutkeiti 
Review. 

JOSEPH RITNER. 

- Last, but worst of all, came tlie base bowing of the knee to the dark 
spirit of slaveiy. . • 

For the preservation of this last and most cherished article of our 
national political creed, the sacrifice, of which has not yet been com- 
pleted; it is our duty to make all possible effort 

To ascertain what have been, nay, what are the doctrines of the 
people of this state, on the subject of domestic slavery, reference need, 
only be made to the statute book and journals of the legislature. They 
, will be found imprinted in letters of light upon almost every pa^e< In 
1, Smith's Laws, 493, is found an "act for the gradual abolition of 
slavery in Pennsylvania," with a preamble which should be pnnted 
in letters of gold. This is the first act of the kind passed in any part 
of the Union, and was nobly put forth to the world, in the year 1780, 
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in ^ nudst of the straggle for national freedotn. This Just doctime 
Was, throu^ a long course of years, adhered to and perfected, tiU 
slavery ceased in onr state. And finally, in 1827, the following open 
ftvowai of the state doctrine, was preTaced to the act " to pfrcircnt cer- 
tain abases of the laws relative to tugitivea from tabor." ^* The traffic 
in slaves, now abhorred by all the civilized world, ought not in the 
sUfi^htest degree to be tolerated in the state of Pennsylvania." — Pom- 
pmet L^ws, page 485. 

Not only has Pennsylvania thus expelled the evil from her own bor 
ders, but she hi\s on all proper occasions, end^vored to suard her 
youna;er sisters from the pollution. On the 18th of December, 181 9> 
the following language was unanrmouely made use of by the legisla- 
ture, and approves of by the governor, on the tjucstion of admitting 
new states mto the Union, with the ri^ht of holding slavea 

'* That the senators and representatives of this state, in the congress 
of the United States, be, and they are hereby requested to vote against 
the admission of any territory as a state into tne TTnion, unks<) the 
fbrther introduction of slavery or involuntary servitude, 'xccpt for the 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed, shall be prohibited, and all children bom within the said terri- 
tory after its aamisdon into the Union as a state, shall be free, but 
may be held to service until the age of twenty-five years." 

The preamUe to this resolution, too long to be cited at .large, is 
worthy of all consideration at the present juncture. 

On the much discussed question of slavery in the District of Colum- 
l^ there never has been any thing like hesitation. On the 23d of 
January, 1819, the legislature passed a resolution instructing our 
representatives in congress to aovocate the passage of a law for its 
abolition ; and the v<mcc of public opinion, as expressed through the 
press, at meetings, jmd in petitions^ has been unchanging an the 
subject 

These tenets, then, viz: opposition to slavery at home, which, by 
the blessing of Providence, nas been rendered eflectual ; opposition 
to the admission into the Union of new slaveholding states; and 
opposition to slaveiy in the District of Columbia, the very hearth and 
domestic abode of the national honor — have ever been, and are the 
dierished doctrines of our state. Let us fellow-citizens, stand by and 
maintain them unshnnkingly and fearlessly. While we admit and 
scrupulously respect the constitutional rights of other states, on this 
momentous subject, let us not, either by fear or interest, be driven from 
aught of that spirit of independence and veneration for freedom, which 
has ever characterized our commonwealth. 

Above all, let us never yield up the right of free discussion of any 
ev3 which may arise in the land or any part of it ; convinced tliat ti^ 
moment we do so, the bond of union is broken. For the union being 
a voluntary compact to continue together for certain specified purposesi^ 
the instant one portion of it succeeds in imposing terms and dictating 
conditions upon another, not found iq the contract, the relation between 
them changes, and tiiat which was union becomes subjection. — Me»- 
wgt to Pmnsifivmia Legistaiuret 1836* 
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CliARLES SIMMONS. 

If no moro tlian one in ton of tho 1,944,000 ilavof who are iop. 
poeod to bo *' merchantable** ehould be crushed annually under Um 
horrid aystenii and be cut off from no more than ten years unon an 
average, and if we iuppoae this time to be worth nor more tnan J2& 
cents each working day, or 78 dollars a year, it amounts to a peou> 
niary loss of over $97,000,000 annually. But it is quite possible that 
Uiis estimate of ono in ten is too low by half; for we can scarcely 
conceive any thing more crushing to both body and mind, thaii 
slavery, with its shocking cruelties. 

63,900 recruits, at 9600 each, 937,330,000 

41,466 overseers, cost 9400 each, • » 16,586,40Q 

By 134,400 premature death « 07,033,000 

Other expenses, , . .• • • 16,586,400 

9167,534,800 

The impovcrifihing, evil tendency and effects of slavery are to be 
seen in the wide spread bankruptcy, tho diminished value of estates^ 
the worn out plantations, the prostration of the currencies, the mise. 
rable state of society, and other evils which are now seventy ezp*> 
lienoed in alave states, and others, according to the nature and ei« 
tent of tl^eir governmental and coinmefcial coimections with theoiu 
It is «iid tlie slave states of thit union are now indebted to the peo> 
pie of the state of New-York alone, about 9100,000,000.«a larn 
mvority of which will probably remain forever unpaid. Verily * the 
robi>ory q£ the wicked shaU destroy them.* ' Should %oy think th« 
above estimate of the impoverishing tendency and effeots of slavery 
exaggerated, I ask tbotn to read over Mr. PrcBton*s epooch, delivered 
a few years since at Ballunore, on his return from his northern tour* 
in which he contrasted tho state of the north with the south. I ask 
them to cast an eye to the present contrast between New.York and 
Virginia^-or Oiiio and Kentucky. 

Thus it appeal's, that without calculating the eongressional ex* 
pensos occasioned by slavery— its baneful inmience upon the morale 
and manners of the nation — the loss of the time of slaves while ia 
Jaii, or in recovering from horrid seourgings, and without reckoning 
the gain on estates by emancipation, we have an annual loss by meana 
of slavery, of over 9l67,0d0,000»— ilfm»a/ eo$t of Slavery, 

CHARLES RIDLEY 

** By his last will and testament, he emancipated all has slaves. The 
number is variously estimated at, from two nundred and fifty to up* 
wards of four hundred ! ! It ift understood, that all of them, who 
have attained the age of twenty-eiffht years, are to be free immediate. 
^— such as are over forty-five, td nave some provision made fbr their 
•upport, out of his estate. Thoee of the younger class are to be fVee, 
the males at twenty-eight years of age, and the ftioalcs at twenty, 
five. 

TtUng all things into view, we OQnad«r it OM of tba moei pffai«i» 
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worthy deeds that we can recollect, of the kind, in the annals of out 
coujitcy. . G^i. Rid§^}y has long been known as a rcry influential 
charact^ in Maryland, For several yeais, he acted as governor of 
the state ;. and few men haVe taken upon themselves a greater share 
ef th&bnrthen of public business than' he has done. 

He was oflea heard to express his uneasiness at the circumstanoe 
of keeping so many of his fellow-cieatures m unlimited and hered; 
tary bondage ; and, we have good grounds to suppose that it was a 
sense of religious, as well as bioral and political duty, that prompted 
him to the performance of this just, lunnane, aad pious deedi''-^&« 
U. £. Aug. 1829. 



JOiJN BLACK. 

Surely the wrrter must deserve well of slave'-holders, who has en- 
deavored to wipe off their reproach^ and reconcile slavery with Chris- 
tianity. But if he has actually succeeded, will not the Bible be the 
loser? Will not ddbtstriumpibtJ Bensible deists and bible defenders 
have heretofore ftgreod on some first principles. That there is such 
a thing as mOTal^ justice — ^that there is such a thing as virtue, and 
tiiat there is an eternal- and irroconcilable dilTerencc between moral 
tight and wrong. That whatever subverts or destroys these princi- 
ples cannot be a revt>iatioA from -God. 1 confess, much as I love the 
Bibloj' and if I know my own heart, J love it, my faith in its being 
tli^ revealed win of €rod,- would be sorely shaken if I believed that if 
approved of slavery, tyranny, despotism, or the destruction of ihe 
ri^tsof m&n. Ccirtain I am, that' in language clear as noon day, 
it eondemns' all these. ^ • . 



THEODORE SEDGWICK. 

I have ever thought the protestations Qf the southern people again^ 
a fi*ee discussion or the subject of slavery, as being an imprtiper in- 
tarj^enoe <with iheii *« peculiar institutions'' as whoUy destitute of 
fouBdatioQ in law, in the constitution, or in proper practices of a 
free government. And as. I take this right. to be unquestionable, and 
the opposition to it as slavish and odious .; in my own person I shall 
0ver de&nd it, and I will here take the liberty of stating the grounds 
upon which, in my opinion, the defence ought to be put-^a stdifeet 
which I fear is not thoroughly understood. The constitution is a 
charter of freedom j the fre^om of the press, and of speech, are the 
great pillars upon which the whole fabric rests. But this is not all. 
The constitution in providing for its amendment, has by that act 
alone -guarantied the fUllcst discussion of every principle contained in 
it — for, how can any thing be amended without being considered, and 
how can anything be considered "without 1)eing discussed ? 
' It is not true, that slavery i^ the "peculiar institution** of the 
south ; it is our institution also, we have allowed it ; we have con 
sented that slave pmperty shall foe represented ; that it shall in part 
choose our representatives* senators, and president ; it is a part of 
ik^empmct. But it iis a piirf, an artlole of the cohstitittion that 
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may be amended ; and it is clear, that every attempt to abolish aliu 
very is virtually an endeavor to amend the constitutioA. Abolition 
meetings, therefore, can have no other design than to induce the 
slave-holding states to consent for our mutual benefit to abolish thii 
part of the compact, and thus ensure emancipation. There are 
other grounds upon which it is impossible to consider the discujssion 
of American slavery as. unconstitutional, or opposed to the principles 
which bind us together. Slavery ineve^^y form is anti-democratic, 
nott to be sure, according to the creeds or slang of party, but accord- 
ing to those eternal principles, which will survive all party. And I 
must confess, that I long since hoped, that this question might have 
been so treated, as to be removed horn all party influence, and com* ^ 
milted to that great mass of democratic citizens of all parties, ia 
whose hearts the fire of liberty is ever burning, however much their 
judgments may for a while be confounded by party intrigue, attach* 
ments, and appeals. Nor do I believe that abolition doctrines will 
make any sure progress, till this can be effected — till slavery is con* 
sidered in iti^ true light, as an old poison lefl in the veins ; as foster- 
ing the worst principles of aristocracy, of pride, and aversion to la- 
bor ; as therefore the natural enemy of the poor man, the oppressed 
man, the laboring man. In this sense, it is not a fanciful question 
about the equality of the black and white races, never perhaps to be 
titled to the satisfaction of all, but whether absolute dominion over 
any creature in tlie image of a man, be a wholesome power in a ftee 
country ; whether this be a school in which to train the young re- 
publican mind ; whether slave blood and free blood can coarse hei3thi- 
]y together in the same body politic. With the true lovers of free, 
dom, therefore, of democratic g(yvemment, of the race of «an, rich 
or poor, high or low, and the sincere haters of oppression, and d 
every degree of privileged inequality and cruelty, there can be no 
question abont the right to discuss slaveiy. Whatever may be pr^ 
sent appearances, and by whatever names party may choose to cafl 
things, this question must finally be settled by the democracy of the 
country. It is plain to me, therefore, that the subject ought for the 
present at least to be transferred from congrese to the great body of 
the people, on account of their superior purity, dijainterestedness, an4 
reasonableness, great a solecism as that may appear ; and treated 
with that reason, moderation, and generosity which is due te our 
southern brethren,, in the unhappy predicament in which they are 
placed ; and in such a way, that the pestilent spirit of party, which 
in the United States is poisoning the minds of the people, perverting 
their judgments, and degrading the nation in the eyee of the wbtde 
rivilized world, may not teuch it. , 
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CHARLES HAxMMOND. 



** In three years, the slave population of Mississippi increased from 
70,000 to 160,000 slaves^, at an average cost of at least $1,000 each I 
making the debt for slaves a)one, in three years, swell to $90,000,. 
000 1 ! From 1833 to 1837, cotton bore an exorbitant high piice. 
This, together with the increased force, induced the planter to direct 
all his energy to its cultivation, relying upon purchasing every arti- 
cle of consumption. He neglected to raise his corn and pork ; he 
had to purchase more mules, horses and ploughs, open more lauds» 
and increase his bills with the merchants, whom he totally neglected 
to pay. When the crash came in May, 1838, all the paper held 
^akast the planter by the merchants or nearly all, 'was transferred 
io -the banks, or sued upon by the merchants. The crowds of busi- 
neSB MX the difierent courts delayed judgment, and when judgment 
was Jit last obtained, the sherifis and marshals could find nothing 
scaidAy to levy upon. Bankruptcy and ruin among some of tho 
aoerehants were inevitable ; and in their fall they cruslied the banks. 
** A change has taken place. By a late decisioa in the federal 
court at Jackson, Mississippi, all contracts for slaves since May, 
1833, are made null and void, the new constitution forbidding the in- 
troduction of slaves for sale. Two-thirds of the present debt of the 
ctate is for slaves bought since May, 1833.*' — U S. Gaxette, 

The facU djaclosed are of immense importance, in wnatever .light 
they may be viewed. Their bearing upon the trade and business of 
the couhtry, is full of instruction. But their political developments 
are of most interest. With this revival of the domestic slave tradie, 
•prang up the fury of the south against all movements that touched 
the c^uracter of slavery. It became the era of new and strange doc 
trincs, which have been pushed to sad extremities. These have been 
mainly directed against freedom of opinion, and unrestrained dis- 
cussion. The wide spread they have taken has filled many hearts 
with Aorrow and apprehennon. It has swelled some with deep in- 
dignation. But the doctrine has gained force, until it has become a 
kmd of Sibboleth in political party. All at once here is a i-evulsion. 
The veil is rent assunder — and the uniting and conflicting interests 
stand exposed in open view. 

The slave trade was first. The slave breeders were pleased with a 
ready market, at good prices. The slave dealer rejoiced in his profits. 
The cotton grower felt delight at the gaindomc expansion of his cot. 
ton fields. The merchants of the Atlantic cities counted u ) the per 
cents upon their sales, and their profits on exclianges. The bank 
gloried in becoming cotton traders. Of a suddeih, ail these lumina- 
tiohs are extinguished. In their stead, we have the hideous crowd 
of debtors and creditors, descrifted, by the correspondent of the United 
States Gazette. Of these, the slave trader stood foremost in exulta- 
tion. But here comes a new expounding of the law. The slave 
trader loses his debt. His bonds and mortgages are declared void, 
because the product of an illegal trade. And the slaves subjected to 
that illegal trade, are (or should be) made freemen, by the law that 
» violated 
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B. FRANKLIN WABfi. 

He .would like to know what clause in the constitution denied to 
any inhabitant of this -state the right- to petition. He held the right 
to be inherent. It belonged to those exposed to the exercise of tms 
iright, to sliow the grounds upon which they based their doctrine ; it 
WAS a monstrous doctrine to deny to any human being the right to 
petition. Did 4iiey base it upon the ground, that the colored popu- 
lation were not voters ? The same objection could be urged against 
receiving the petition of females. We taxed their property, and sub- 
jected'them to all the pains and penalties of our laws; how, then, 
can we deny them the right to petition ? 

He had ear^y imbibed and believed the doctrine, that the object and 
end of all good government was to protect the weak against the 
strong, the virtuous against the vicious ; and while, he saw one hu- 
man being dppressed, he would assert the right of that individual to 
petition for redress. \ That right, &s he had said before, and as others 
had abjy argued, was existent in all countries, in comnion Iaw« and 
prior and superior to all Written constitutions. 

Some have argued that blacks are inferior to the whites : if so, 
their right to petition and claims to protection were the stronger. He 
was in favor of the rights of man ; and if the granting of an act of 
incorporation to a few individuals 'o establish a school for the lauda- 
ble purpose of elevating the moral and intellectual character of those 
who were so unfortunate as to diflcr from us in color, was to favor 
abolitionism, he should stand obnoxious to that charge. He would 
point gentlemen to that instrunient [Declaration of Independencej 
h singing en the wall, and say U> them, if they will trample its just 
and holy precepts and principles beneath their feet, tear it down, and 
efiacc it from existence, for it v/as there only as an evidence and a 
monument of their degradation ! — Speech in the Ohio Senate^ 1839. 

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 

I am neither an apologist for American slavery, nor an ftdvoeate 
of instant and universal emancipation ; but I am for doing justice to 
master and to servant, and for having them to do*juptice to one an- 
other ; I am for approaclitri'X bv an -nolined p^ant* a point which^- to 
attempt in any other way would, m my opinion, be a'great injury to 
mn^'tcr and servant, and would increase rather than diminish the 
grievances and evil's, political and moral, so generally complained 
of. I am, above all, for having Christians (to whom alone I address 
myself on this subject) who have servants to carry oat all the injunc- 
tions given to them in the New Testament, and thus to promote the 
present arid the future happiness of those whose eternal destiny is in 
V great measure entrusted to them ; and in case of neglect of duty in 
any instance, I am for having them called to an account for 'it by 
those who watch for their souls as they shall hnye to answer ^ it in 
the great day of accounts. 
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ST. G£OR<5E TUCICER. 

** SUveiy not only violates the Laws of Nature, and of civil soci 
ety ; it also wounds the best forms of Government : in a Demdcra 
cj, where all men are equal, slavery is contrary to the spirit of the 
Constitution/' — Montesquieu. 

Among the blessings which the Almighty hath showered down 
on these states, there is a large portion of the bitterest draught, that 
ever flowed from the cop of affliction. Whilst America hath been 
the land of promise to Europeans, and their descendants, it hath 
been the vale of death to millions of the wretehed sons of Africa. 
The general light of liberty, which hath here shone with unrivalled 
Instre on the former, hath yielded no comfort to the latter, but to them 
hath proved a pillar of darkness, whilst H hath conducted the for- 
'mer to the most enviable slate of human existence. Whilst wo 
were offering up tiavs at the shrine of Liberty, and sacrificing he- 
catombs upon her altars ; whilst we swore irreconcilable hostility 
to her enemies, an J luirlcd defiance in their faces ; whilst we adjur- 
ed the God of Battles to witness our rcs^Uition to live free, or die^ 
and imprecated curses on their heads who refused to unite with us 
in establishing the empire of freedom, we were imposing upon our 
fellow men, who differ in complexion from ns, a slavery, ten thou- 
sand times more crnel than t!ie utmost extremi y of those grievan- 
ces and oppressions of which we complained. Such are the incon. 
sistencies of human nature ; such the blindness of those who pluck 
notlfae beam out of their, ow^ eyes, whilst they can espy a mote in 
the eyes of their brother ; such that partial system of morality 
which confines rights and injuries to particular complexions ; suca 
the effect of that self-love which justifies or condemns, not acc<H'd- 
ing to principle, but to the agent. If ad we turned our eyes inward- 
ly when we supplicated the Father of Mercies to aid the injured 
and oppressed ; when we invoked the ,\uthor of Righteousness to 
attest the motives, and the justice of our cause; and implored the 
God XKf Battles to aid our exertions in its defence, should we not have 
stood more self^convietcd than the contrite publican ? Should we 
Dot have lefl our gifi upon the altar, that we might be first recon- 
ciled to Dur^ethren whom we held in bondage ? Should we not 
have loosed their chains and broken their. fetters.? Or if thedifii. 
cutties and danger of such an experiment prohibited the attempt du- 
ring the- convulsions of a revolution, is it not our duty to embrace 
the first moment of constitutional health and vigor to effectuate so 
desirable an olageot, and to remove from us a stigma, with which 
our enemies will never fail to upbraid us, nor our- conscience to re- 
proach vs. 

If ever there was a cause, if ever an occasion, in which all hearts 
should be united, every nervestrained, and every power exerted, sur^ 
ly the restoration of human nature to its inalienable rights is such. 
•^DiffsrtottM <m Slaoen^i Virginian 
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CASSIUS M. CLAY. 

The tMe of black po|>ulation, which under the law of 1833, and 
the more stringent amendments of 1640, was turned away firora our 
land, is to sweep with more than Etnsean desolation among 
us. The blacks are to hurry on to that fast approaching crisis, 
when they shall out-number the whites. The elysian pros* 
pect of South Carolina civilizationi woos us in the distance— *each 
city, and town, and village, and cross-road, shall boast its maga- 
zine of arms ; not to repel a foreign invader, but to crush domestic 
insurrecttons^-^he night owl shall arouse the timid female and the 
restless husband from their turbfd dreams-*-the one to grasp in bit- 
ter mockery that bible, in whose boundless and infinite promises of 
mercy and support, no vestige of hope or alliance can now be found ; 
the other to seize those arms upon which he nightly tlumbers ; not 
with the vain expectation of successful defence, Imt with the despond- 
ing purpose of selling life as dearly as possible. 

To make way for this most glorious consummation, our ft«e whit« 
laborers are to be driven out ; our maaufactori«8, already too inoon* 
siderable, are to be destroyed ; our cities are to crumble down, our 
rich fields are to grow sterile, our frequented places to be deserted, 
our morals to be still more corrupted, more universal debauchery to 
€xiBt among our male whites, more roulattoes to etand as eternal 
curses, befope the lovely eyes of our wives, our daughters, our moth* 
ers^; most damning monuments of our self abasement and crimoi di. 
luting the boasted purity of our saxon blood, with those who in our 
holy regard for the dignity of mankind, we will not allow to aspire 
to the common name of men. The flush of anger and petty tyran- 
ny is forever to disfigure the bright faces of our little-ones ; educa- 
tion must perish ainon^ the people, idleness and unbridled passions 
must characterise the rich ; poverty and contempt for labor degrade 
the poor ; our state must dwindle away yet more in political isnpor- 
ance, till wo shall become the contempt of mankind, with the only 
consolation that wo most richly deserve it — blindly rushing int0 a 
secondary oriental civilization, to fall by the Yankee arm, as the 
multitudes of haughty Chinese, were mowed down by firitish powi. 
er. And all this for what purpose 7 That a class of men whom the 
General Government has pledged millions of men and mooey to 
bring to the gallows, may srow rich by feeding on the very vita la 
and life blood of our devoted state ! Is not this monstroue 1 Are we 
already so infatuated— has retribution so soon overtaken u»«-ha.ve 
the gods already maddened us for destruction 7 Is this indeed thede* 
liberate voice of Kentucky^-Has she made up her mind that her re. 
preventatives should do this deed— Is she not ashamed by the gaze 
of Christendom — Is slie utterly blinded to self-interest— Does she 
defy the stern mandates of religion-^ Does she spurn all the ezperi- 
enoe of wise men* coming down to us from all agas, tod trample mn* 
der foot all that is redeeming in philoeophioal morality or Heathen 
Mythology 7 
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JAMES M»DOW ELL. 

If oar tnceston h«d exerted the firmneee which, under higher ob- 
lij^atioDfl, we ourBelvee are called upon to exert, Virginia would not, 
«t this day, have been mourning oyer the legacy oi weakness and 
of sorrow that has been left her — she would not have been thrust 
down— ^wn in a still lowering relation, to the subordinate pcet 
which she occupies in the Confederacy, whose career .she had led— 
■he would not be withering under the Icprouy which is piercing her 
to the heart. 

Who that looks to this unhappy bondage of an unhappy people, 
in the midst of our society, and thinks of its incidents or its issues, 
but thinks of it as a curse upon him who suifcrs it ? 

Tou may place the slave where you please — ^you may oppresa 
him as you please — you may dry up to the uttermost, the fountain 
of his feelings, the spring of his thought — ^you may close upon hia 
mind every avenue of knowledge, and cloud it over with artificial 
night-— you may yoke him to your labors as the ox which liveth only 
to work, and worketh only to live — ^you may put him under any 
procero which, without destroying his value as a slave, will debase 
and crush him as a rational being — you may do this, and the idea 
that he was born to be free, will survive it all. It is allied to his 
hope of inunorality*^it is the etherial part of his nature, which op- 
pression cannot reach ; it is a torch lit up in his soui by the hand 
of Deity, and never meant to be extinguished by the hand of man. 

It has been frafikly and unequivocally declared, from the very 
iMunmencement of this debate, by the most decided enemies of aboli- 
tion themselves, as well as by others, that this property is an ** evil^ 
—that it is a dangerous property. Yos, sir, so dangerous has it 
been represented to be, even by those who desire to retain it, that 
we have been reproached for speaking of it olhcrwiise than in fire» 
aide whispers— reproached for entertaining debate upon it in this 
faal! $ and the discussion of it with open doors, and to the general 
ear, has been eharged upon us, as a climax of rashness and foI!y, 
which portend issues of calamity to the country. It is, then, a dan- 
seroos property, held at the certain and declared risk of involving, 
from any act m imprudence in us or its owners^ the repose and se- 
eority of our people.— S^peecA in the Houai of Delegate* of Vir- 
gtRio, 1832. 



THOMAS F. MARSHALL. 

I have said that I considered negro slavery as a political misfor. 
tune. The phrase was too mild. It is a cancer — a slow, cousum. 
ing cancer—a withering pestilence — an unmitigated curse. I speak 
not in the spirit of a puling and false philanthropy. I was born in 
a slave State— I was nursed by a slave — ^my life has been saved by 
a slave. To me^ custom has made the relation familiar, and I see 
nothing horrible in it. I am a Virginian by descent. Every cross 
in m^jT blood,.so far as I can trace it, in the paternal or maternal 
line, is Virginian. 
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GENERAL BENNETT. 

Chi^f of the Mormon city of Nauvoo, lUinoit, 

I gave siavery a full and fair invebtigation Team ago-*I swore in 
iny youth that my hands ehould neTer be bound, my feet fettered, nor 
my tongue palsied-^I am the friend of Liberty, universal liberty, 
both civil and religious* I ever detested servile bondage. I wish to 
see the «hackles fall from the feet of the oppressed, and the chaina 
of slavery broken. I hate the oppressor's grasp and the tyrant's rod ; 
against theni I set my brows Uke brass, and my face like steel ; and 
my arm is nerved for the conflict. 

Great God ! has it come to this, — that the free citizens of the sove- 
reign state of Illinois, can be takeo and Immured within the walla 
of a Missouri penitentiary for twelve long years, for such a crime aa 
God would regard as a virtue 7. Simply for pointing bondmen to a 
state of liberty and law ! 



WILLIAM DUNLAP. 

jNegro slavery, the curse of. a portion of the United States of 
America, is a subject that caimot be passed over in silenoe bj any 
historian of New. York *r particularly when we reflect that itsaboli- 
tioo has been one, and not the least efficient <if the causes of tlie 
prosperity and greatness of the empire staie. 

In 1568, Sir John Hawkins^ with the aid of Sir Lionel Duchet, 
Sir Thomas Lodge, and Sir William Winter, fixed the stigma' upon 
England, of introducing the slave trade, as a branch of commerce 
at this early period, among the inhabitants of that trading country. This 
trade in the blood, lives, and liberties of human beings, was then, and has 
since been excused, and aiteraptod to bo just^ed, by stating that the 
negroes were benefitted by being kidoapped, chained, confined in 
floating prisons, of the> most loathsome dcseriptton, murdered if .re^ 
sisting, subjected to disease and 'death, totheobol me^antile calca> 
lation of the number per hundred to be thrown over-board, and to 
endless labor and stripes, on their arrival in America, inasmuch as 
the survivor^ were tramq^ortcd to a land where they would become 
civilized, and taught the lessons of Christianity. 

Such aiguments reconciled princes and nations^ to this most inhu- 
man of all the practiced which have disgrticed eivlHzed man. Such 
was the theory. In practice the negro was treated as a brute, and 
by law prohibited from being taught either in a school, or the church. 

That guilt which the state of slavery engenders, is chargeable to 
the master of the slave^ To possess-unlimited power over a human, 
being, makes the possessor a tyrant l he is corrupted by its influenoe^ 
while the subject of his power is debased. The tyrant may be mer> 
ciful and kind, and the slave may be gratefbl. It has been so in 
empires and in families : hut when so,, it is from causes adverse to ty 
ranny and slavery ; their influence is ever the same. 

The slave <mly works fVom the fear of punishment, and neglects 
his labor as much as possible. When bevefraiui-from ezertkOf fat 
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only resnmeB a portion of th&t which has been forced fi*oni him 
Erety trayeller who passes fix>ni a state where labor is performed by 
freemen, for their own profit, into a state where it is performed 1^ 
slaves, will at once be struck by the contrast on the face of evejy 
thing produced by labor. Another evil is, that employing slaves to 
work, mak^ labor disreputable. The white man prides himself upon 
his idleness. — History of New-York, 



HORACE GREELY. 

The supreme court of the United States has just pronounced the 
most important decision which has proceeded from its bench for many 
years — perhaps ever. In a case arising between Maryland and Penn^ 
sylvan^a, it has declared that the right of a slave-holder to capture, 
secure and return his fugitive slave, under the well known clause of 
the federal constitution, is absolute ■ and iUimitable-^tbat the free 
states have no discretion as to its exercise, no protection, i^ainst its 
abuse. All laws securing to the citizen of a free state claimed, as a 
slave a trial by jury, all free state legislation designed to prevent 
abuses of the slave-holder's constitutional right of reclamation, are 
hereby declared null and void, and the trial by jury law of this state., 
as well as that of Pennsylvania, is henceforth a dead letter. Tbis 
judgment was pronounced by Justice Slory of Massachusetts, and 
concurred in by all the judges except John M'Lean of Ohio. Two 
or three of the justices read separate opinions, varying somewhat the 
grounds of the decision, but concurring, as we understand, in all the 
conclusions above recited. 

This tremendous decision brings the great question of freedom or 
.slavery home to all our doors. There is not a man in the free states 
who is not affected by it^wbose personal liberty is not invaded and 
endangered by it. The constitution knows no distinction of white, 
•black and intermediate colored persons ; it says nothing expressly of 
slaves ; it speaks only of ' persons held to labor or service in one 
state escaping into another.* Now if a negro may be apprehended 
ill this city and carried by mere force to Virginia, to some one who 
claims him as an escaped slave or servant, then any of us — then Gov. 
Seward, Justice Thompson, or Justice Story, may be so taken. 
Where is the safeguard against abuse ? Where the protection, to 
fl-eemen? The N. Y. Stale Iftw of 1840, extending the right of trial 
by jury to' persons claimed as * fugitives from labor or service,* a^ 
ibrdcd sueh protection. By that law a slave^iolder was required to 
prove his property in a man or woman claimed by him, as much as 
in a horse or monkey. Even before the passage of that law, a slave, 
holder was always required to verify his legal riffht before a justice of 
the peace, who approved 4t or set the arrested person at liberty.-— 
The Tribune, March 12; 1842. 



WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 

. The Pennsylvatnia case, latelj decided by the supreme court of the 
United States, has ezeired very justly, the akrm and animadvenion 
of every legal mind. ' Once give the power to a man to seize a fel- 
low.man, and bind him into slavery without responsibility anywhere, 
and the government of the United States turns the community into 
one of kidnappers and robbers. A man appears in New. York, seizes 
a roan and carries him into Maryland, and seHs him as a slaye or 
murders him. This man is indicted and apprehended if he can be 
found ; if not, there is an end to the matter. The law might be ap- 
plied to Justice Story himself, in his proper person, imder the ideft 
that he was a person held to labor or service in another state, under 
the constitution itself apd had esc&ped therefi'om. 

If nothing more could have been done in the late Pennsylvania 
case, when before the supreme court of the United States, the iudgee 
of tliat court, belonging to the free states, ought to^ave solemnly 
protested against such a decision, for their own personal safety. 

The very idea of an irresponsible man, without morals, character, 
house, home or location, habitation or name, coming into.the state of 
New. York, and makuig an affidavit that any person is held to ser- 
vice or labor in another state, be he white, olack, or red ; and on 
such an affidavit, reeking as it may be with falsehood, perjury, and 
every abomination, and on such a proceeding as this, or upon no 
proceeding at all — that a^citizen of this state may be seized, . kidnap, 
ped, and hurried away from his wife, children, and family, into a 
distant country, there to be consigiied to slavery, or murdered at the 
tender mercies of their conspirators, strikes the mind with horror, 
and it cries out with feelings of indignation, that this is the offiiprinff 
of sin and death. A law of such a character as this, is the law of 
barbarians. It is not the law of a people who have declared to the 
world, that alt mankind have certain inalienable rights, amongst 
which are the rights of hberty, security and happiness. There is no 
security in such laws as these, of happiness, or liberty under them. 
Supposing a white man is carried away under this law of seizure^ 
Without a ti^ by jury ? it is true that m most of Che slave^holding 
etateft his color is prima facie, a declaration that he is free ; but sup. 
pose he is unfortunately tinctured with the Indian, New South Walee 
or -Negro blood, he'is declared by his color to be prima facie a slave, 
and must prove his freedom, while he is locked up in prison. He is 
first deprived of liberty unjustly, and then prevented by the same law 
from proving his liberty, because a slave cannot appear in a court of 
justice ; being treated not as a person, but as a dead chattel. The 
system of selling men for prison fees, is one that deserves the detes. 
tation of all righteous men. First, commit the greatest outrage upon 
a man that can be, without murdering and maiming him, lock him 
tip in prison, prevent him from proving his freedom, and then sell 
him hecause he has no proc^ of fau freedom— we have grounds to fear 
that some persons have been seized north of Masen and Dixon's lias^ 
and then carried south of it and treated in this manner by some nm* 
bling, disappointed, unprincipled negro-oatoher, meie^ to mile a 
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ruse of a small «um of money, to sqaaiidcr in dissipation upon the 
sale of iiis victim. There is no other way than to j;ry the questiQn 
by a jury, in the first instance, when the man is seized, and the ques- 
tions to be tried are : 1st. Is the uiau coniplatnod of, the same indi. 
vidual he,is charged to be ? 2d. Is he a person that owes labor or 
service in another state, under the laws thereof, and escaped there- 
from ? This provision in the act of congress applies to all persons 
white, black and red, and wherever the right of trial by jury is se- 
cured to one color of persons in the state, it is to all othera. — New. 
York Evening Post, May, 1842. , . 



CHARLES KING. 

It must be obvious to the most careless observer, that the horror 
which used to thrill through all sound hearts at the bare mention of 
disunion can no longer be excited. We have heard mo mueh and so 
often from the south — upon the slightest occasion — i)f threats of sepa- 
ration, of calculating the value of the union, and of the south's 
ability to exist by herself and for herself— that the north has been 
forced, as it were, to reflect upon what would be the issue of such a 
breaking up of our republic ; and, sooth to say, reflection has brought 
the conviction to very, very many minds, that if calculation of sec- 
tional pride and power must determine this great political and social 
problem — the north — the free states— the horticultural, manufactur- 
ing and commercial states, would gain power, wealth, and impor- 
tance by cutting loose from the weaker and dependent south, now ad. 
mitted to an equality with them. 

This conviction of reason, moreover, is, in some ardent minds, ex- 
asperated almost into a passionate desire, by the insolence and intole- 
rance of the slave representatives in congress. 

It is to feelings of this port that we are to ascribe in part the peti- 
tion presented by Mr. Adams, which has occasioned the violent de- 
bate in the house, asking for a dissolution of the union, rather than^ 
longer submission to unequal, oppressive, overbearing legislation, dic- 
tate by southern interest, and carried by the cohesion of the com- 
mon bond of slavery. % 

And what was thus formally embodied by these petitioners, is float- 
ing loosely and largely Stmong the elements that go to make up pub- 
lic opinion in the north. Repulsed at first because of the loyalty to 
the union, which enters into' the education and hopes, as it were, of 
every northern man — it comes again and again, at such successive 
manifestations of southern intolerance, to force an entrance, and at 
each attempt finds resistance more and more feeble. — N. Y. American. 



JOHN NEAL. 

I am opposed to the annexation of Texas or any other state or ter- 
ritory in which slavery exists, to the United States ; believing slave- 
ry to be one of the greatest afflictions that a people, or any portion 
or a people, can labor under. 

I myself am not an abolitioniaty in the common meaning of tho 
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term— 'in other words, I am not a friend to immediate, universal, and 
unconditional emancipation ; but that, like the great majority of those 
with whom I associate, or correspond, either at home or abrcMu], either 
in New.En gland or at the south, I recognize the existence of slavery 
as a curse — a curse at all times, and upder all circumstances : that 
in common with multitudes of our generous brethren at the south* I 
find such to have been the settled opinion of our country at the form- 
ing of our constitution : that I see no reason for abandoning that 
opinion, and as little for adoptiag that which has lately been promul- 
gated at the south — namely — that slavery there is a blessing ; and 
that, therefore, I am so far an abolitionist as to hope for the final 
emancipation of every human bcing>— and I will even add the sooner 
the better : provided that emancipation be efiected legally, peaceably, 
and with the consent of all parties interested. This, I believe, may 
be had in time ; and had even from the slaveholders of the south. 

WILLIAM LEGGETT. 

The opinions of the southern people themselves, with respect to tlie 
pertcct n^ht which every American citizen possesses, to oiscuss the 
subject of slavery^ have undergone a world-wide change in the course 
of a few years. If thev will look into the writings of jeftbrson and 
Madison, tlioy will find that those great men, though southerners and 
8lavehold»;rB, not only did not ciaim any suih right of interdicting the 
subject as is now set up, but exercised it very freely themselves. If 
they will turn to the record of the debate which took place in congress 
in 1790, on the question of committing the memorial of the Society of 
Fiiends against the slave-trade, they will find tiial Mr. Madison es- 
pltfined the obligations of the federal compact, in a very diflerent man- 
ner from that which" it is the fashion of the present day to interpret 
them. They-will find that^ in the review which he entered in'o of the 
circumstances connected with the adoption of the constitution he very 
clearly sliowed that the powers of congress were by no mean* as limit- 
ed as it is now contended that they are. They will find lliat, in speak- 
ing of the territories of the United States, he expressly declared, from 
his knowledge, as well of the sentiments and opinions of the members 
of thd convention, as of the true meaning and force of the terms of the 
compact, that there " congress have certainly the power to regulate 
the Ml bject of slavery." It is fortunate that Ma'dison and Jj-fferson did 
Tuot live to this day, or thoy would have bo^n denounced as abolitionists, 
fanatics, and incendiaries, and every thing else that is bad. Lieu- 
tenant GovCTnor Robinson would no doubt have honored them with a 
place in his message, as rinj- leaders of his '' organized band of 
conspirators." 

But tliough Madison and Jeffjrson are gone, the spirit which ani- 
mated them still glows in many a freeman's bosom ; while one 6park 
of it remains, the South will storm and rave in vain, for it never can 
induce the northern states to give up freedom for the sake of upion ; to 
save up the end for the sake of the means ; to give up the substance 
for the lake of the shadow.— 7Ae PlaindMler* 
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ORESTES A- BROWNSON. 

Why the wishes and claims of this party, the slaves, arooanting 
to nearly half the population of these States, should not hare some 
weight in this question, I am unable to understand. They are the 
injured the oppressed, and the wronged party, — and their claim to 
the sympathy and assistance of their fellow-beings in other parts of 
the land, by all lawful means, to remove this heavy load from them, 
and restore them to liberty, seems to me at least as well founded, as 
the claim of the masters, that no such means should be urged for 
this purpose. If the master may say to the North, you are interfer- 
ing with my domestic relations, my rights of property, and the es- 
tablished laws of the slave states^the slave may say to the master 
you are interfering with the domestic relations which God and na- 
ture have ordained, those of husband and wife, parent and child, 
brother and sister, by separating one from another in your abomina. 
ble traffic — ^you are interfering in my rights of property, in depriv- 
ing me of a just remuneration for my labor in the shape of wages, 
and allowing me to make the most I can from the exercise of my 
intellectual and physical capacity — ^you are interfering with the es- 
tablished laws of God, humanity and justice, in depriving me of my 
freedom, and holding me as property. 

What is the competency of the people of the North, who are op- 
posed to slavery, to form an opinion upon this subject. It seems to 
me, it is that of a most enlightened, calm and disinterested tribunal, 
as much so, as that of the Judges on the bench of a Court of Jus. 
tice. They have the facts and the moral law before them, upon 
which to round their decision. Their prejudices, if they have any, 
would be to sustain slavery, if possible, consistently with justice and 
humanity, from feelings of sympathy and respect for their white 
brethren of sister states, from the intercourse of business and poll, 
tics which connect th$m together, and from a love of harmony and 
attachment to the Union, if there is, then, any bias upon this sub. 
ject in the minds of Northern men, it must be in favor of the exist- 
ing system ; and if they oppose it, it must be from the most upright 
and humane motives. 

Now how is it at the South ? They cannot be considered as im. 
partial and disinterested judges in this matter. They may haVe 
more minutb information upon the subject, ktiow more of th^ prac- 
tical details of slavery — bi4 they are under a very strong influence,' 
almost an overwhelming one, to support the present staAe of things 
right or wrong. Their property consists to a very great extent, of 
slaves, and all their habits, associations, modes of thinking, business, 
and even character have been formed under the influence of SlaVery. 
They are the parties, witnesses, judges and jury in their own case. 
'How then can we expect a fair, candid, and just decision from 
them in this ease ? — Boston Quarterly Review, 
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WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 



I could not, to save the commerce of the fltjite, or evea the pcac6 
of the country, subscribe to the faith prescribed to me ; I cannot be- 
lieve tliat a being of human substance, form and image, — endowed 
with the faculties*, propensities and passions common to our race, and 
having the same ultimate destiny, can, by tlie force of any human 
constitution or laws, be converted into .a chattel or a thing, in his. 
free will, and of the power of cultivating his own mind and pursu- ' 
ing his own happiness ; a property beginning with his birth, and reach- 
ing over and enslaving his posterity. I cannot believe that that can 
be stolen which is not and cannot \ic property ; and although such 
principles may be adopted, and become the basis of institutions and 
laws in other countries, I cannot believe that any such community 
has the right to extend the operation of such institutions and laws so 
03 to affect persons within the jurisdiction and under the protection of 
other nations. The provision in the Constitution of the United 
States, directing that fugitives from labor or service, escaping from 
one state into another, shall be given up on demand to the person to 
wliom such labor or service is due, whatever be its effect, is a lirai. 
tation of the sovereign rights of the states. I cannot believe that the 
provision can be extended beyond its- letter and precise application, 
and so as to make the constitution fix a definition of crime at variance 
with the common law adopted by all the states, and with the juris- 
prudence of the civilized world. Opposed tcf such a faith, I find the 
guarded language of the constitution, the principles of. natural jus. 
tice> ,the impulses of philanthropy, the instructions of religion, the 
sentiments of an enlightened age, the constitution of this state, which 
I am bound to maintain, and the spirit of the laws it is my duty to 
execute. 

Tlic august congress of statesmen who laid the foundation of th« 
constituLion, most emphatically declared that all men are born free 
and equal and have inalienable rights, inconsistent with every form 
o£ slavery. ' A cilizen of Virginia, who was not only the most re- 
nowned of the patriots w:ho engaged in the establishment of the con- 
atittttion, but who is, by the general consent of mankind, acknow- 
ledged to have exhibited the most perfect character our nature has 
ever reached, manumitted all hjs slaves as an act of conscientious, 
duty. Another, who was second only to Washington in the great 
number of statesmen that Virginia has -given to our country, pleaded 
the prejudices of birth, education and aSsftqiation as an apology for 
the opinions entertained by his fellow-eitizens, that human beings 
may be the subjects of property, as much as their horses and cattle. 
When I recall these circumstances, I must be allowed to indulge a 
belief that I have not fallen from the faith of the founders of the con- 
stitulion. 

Of what use to the oitizens of New-York is the Virginia slave ? 
The moment the vessel roaches the open sea, he is no longer a slavje. 
The law of nations throws its protecting arm around him, and will 
vindicate any injnrv to his person, or abridgment of his liberty.. 

The legislature will decide whether the ixisA by jury shall be lelm- 



L. BRADISH. 

qnished ; and wliether a state wfaieh aaknowledges no iiatmal Ine* 
quafity of men, and no political inequality, which may not ultimate' 
ly be Ignored, ahall wrest that precious shield from those only whose 
fheedem is assailed, not from any wrong doing of their own, but be- 
cause the greatest of all crimes was committed against their ances- 
tors. Taught as we have been by the founders of the eonstitutiont 
.and most emphatically by the statesmen of Virginia, we cannot le- 
nounce the principle that all men are bom free and equal, nor any' 
of its legitimate consequences. 

I cannot beKere that a befaag of human substance, form and image, 
-•endowed with the faculties, propensities, and passions, common to 
our race, and having the same ultimate destiny, can, by the force of 
any human constitutions or laws, be converted into a chattle or a 
thin^r, in which another human being like himself can have propertjjTi 
depriving him of his free will, and of the power of cultivating his 
own mind, and pursuing his own happiness ; a property beginning 
with his birth, and reaching over and enslaving his posterity. I can- 
not believe that that can be stolen, which is not, and cannot be, pro- 
perty. 



I.UTHER BRADISH. 

I am, in favor of abolishing all distinctions in ihe constitutional 
tights of the . citizens of this state, founded solely on complexion. 
The state of New- York, by its repeated legislative acts, has already 
pronounced her judgment, and declared her own policy, on the sub- 
)eot'of slavery. Within her own borders, she has ahready proclaimed 
universal emancipation ; and has ranged herself among the free 
Sutes. 

I would abide by the compromises of the constitution. But I 
would not extend them. If something be due to others, much is also 
due to ourselves, to our own principles, and our own institutions. 
So utterly am I opposed to shtvery in all its forms, so great an evil, 
both moral and political, do I consider its existence, in our country, 
that I would not, beyond the clear requirements of the. federal con- 
stitution, either directly or indirectly, nearly or remotely, lend to it 
the sanction of our state legislation. Nor can I view the existence 
of this great moral and political evil, as is sometimes pretended, ae 
the exclusive affair of th(^ istancs where it exists. It touches too vi- 
tally the national interests and. national character, not to be a sub- 
ject of deep and legitimate interest to every citizen who loves his 
country and its honor. But while I would leave to the states where 
this evil exists the exclusive duty, as it is their exclusive right, to act 
in this matter, I would reserve to all, and beyond a peradventure or 
a doubt, the right of its free discussion. And although in the ** con- 
summati^on most devoutly to be wished,** I rdy under a - controlling 
Providence, mainly upon the ultimate just views, generous impulses, 
and high moral sentiment of the slave-holder himself yet to induce 
him to early action, I would not cease to address to him, as brother 
to hrotbery every consideratioB that a baniuig patriotism could sug- 
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fwt, eveiy indaoemeDt tbat an enlightened phfltathrpiij eooM in 
•pire» everf argumeot and ttnetkm that an elevated morality and 
holy religion could supply. 

JABEZ D. HAMMOND. 

Oct d4, 1814. A law, also was paiied for raising two regiments 
of colored men for three years, among whom slaves might be en- 
listed by consent of their masters, who were to be manomitted on 
being honorably discharged. Thns it seems that tliat onfortunate 
class of men were not deemed unworthy of shedding their blood, in 
defence of a country, and a people which had degraded and oppre^^ 
sed them. Could it have been anticipated that Col. Young, who 
ably and sealously advocated this bill, ^vould have been found in the 
ecmvention of 1821, supporting and probably by his influeuce, pro- 
curing to be inserted in the amended constitution a clause which was 
intended forever, there to degrade this trodden-down race of men, to 
whose aid he now, in this time of imminent peril, resorted !— ^H»^ 
tory of PoUHeal Parties of iV. Y. 

REUBEN H. WALWORTH, 

It is frequently the case, that the questbn to be tried relates mere- 
ly to the identity of the person claimed as a fugitive slave or appren* 
tioe, he insisting that he is a free native born oitisen of the State 
where he is found residing at the time the claim is made, and that 
he has never been in the State under whose laws his services are, 
daimed— can it for a moment be supposed that the framers of the 
ooQstitution intended to aatborize the transportation of a person 
thus claimed to a distant part of the Union, as a slave, upon a mere 
•onunary examination berore an inferior magistrate, who Lb clothed 
with no power to compel the attendance ox witnesses to ascertain 
the truth of the aUegations of the respective parties ! — Whatever 
others mav think upon this subject, I must still hs permitted to doubt 
whether the patriots of the revolution who framed the constitution 
t>f the United States, and who had incorporated into the Declara- 
•tion of Independence, as one of the justifiable causes of separation 
ftom our mother country, that the mhabitants of the colonies had 
bean transported ber^ond seas for trial, could ever have intended to 
Aanction such a principle as to one who was merely claimed as a 
fugitive from servitude m another State. '* 

I am one of those who have the habit of believing that the State 
iegislatttres had general powers to pass laws on all subjects, except 
those in which they were restricted by the constitution of Uie Uni- 
ted States. I have looked in vain among the powers delegated to 
congress by the constitution, for any general authority to that body 
to legislate on thiv subject. It certainly is not contained in any ex- 
pnss grant of power, and it does not appear to be embraced in the 
general grant oif incidental powers contained in the last clause of 
the constitution relative to tne powers of congr^ss^^-Opinion in <At 
N. y. Cmai of Btrgn* 
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HON. WILLIAM JAY. 

THE RBSPONSIBltITT OP THE FREE STATBS. 

The advocates of slavery and the tools of party, are continually tell- 
ing us, that '♦ tJie North has nothing to do with slavery,^ A volume 
might be filled with facts, proving the fallacy of this assertion, Tiiere is 
scarcely a family among us, that is not connected by the tics of friend* 
ship, kindred, or pecuniary interest, with the land of slaves. That 
land is endeared to us by a thousand recollections— -with that land ^*a 
have continual commercial, political, religious, and social intercourse. 
There in innumerable instances, are our personal friends, ourbrothers^ 
our sons and our daiwhters. How malignant and foolish then is the 
faliehood, that the thousands and tens of thousands of abolitionist]s 
among us, are anxi'.n ; to see that land reeking in blood ! But the more 
intimate are our couucciions with that land, the more exposed are we 
to bp contaminated bj its pollutions; and the more imperatively are 
we Dound to seek its real welfare. 

Let it then sink deep in our hearts, let it rest upon our consciences, 
that in every wicked and cruel act of the Federal Government in be., 
half of slavery, the people of the North have participated, — we might 
almost say that for all this wickedness aj}d cruelty, they are sdely 
responnble { since it could not have been perpetrated but with live 
consent of their repr€sentati<*es- Vast and fertile territories, \vhi<:h 
might now have been inhabited by a free and happy population, have 
by northern votes been converted, to use the language of the poet, 
into 

" A laikd of tyrants, and a den of slaves.'* 

By northern Senators, have our Afrioxn slavers been protected from 
the search of British cruisers. By northern representatives, is the 
American slave-trade protected, and the abominations enacted in the 
Capital of the Republic, sanctioned an<i perpetuated ; and northern 
Dien are the officiating ministers in the sacrifice of constitutional li. 
berty on the altar of Moloch. But representatives arc only the agents 
of their constituents, speaking their thoughts, and doing their will. 
The people of the North have done " thi«» great wickedness." 
When they repent, when they love mercy, and seek after justice, their 
representatives will no longer rejoice to aid in transforming the image 
of God into a bdast of burden — then will the human shambles be 
overthrown in the Capital— then will slavers, ** frightened with- des- 
pair," nt) longer depart from the port of Alexandria, nor chained 
cofiles parade the streets of Washington. Then will the powers of 
the Federal Government be exercised in protecting, not in annihilat. 
ing the rights of man ; and then will the slaveholder, deprived of the 
countenance of the free States, as he is already of nearly all the real 
of the civilised world, be led to reflect calmly on the character and 
tendency of the institution he now tw> dearly prizes, and seek his own 
welfare and that of his children in its voluntary and peaceful aboU- 
lion* — Jai^s View. 



THS LBGION OF LIBERTY 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

The time appears to have arrived when it is proper to look to th« 
cause of the difficulties which have taken place in the progress of 
the General Government, for some years past Tlirough all the con- 
testa of the political parties which have taken place, one fact is visi- 
ble ; and that is the steady ascendanby of the slave-holding princt. 
pies. This fact can be accounted for only in one way.-*It is the 
basis of r^resentation in the popular bi*anch of the Legislature, 
which establishes that ascendancy. Twenty*five representatives, 
elected by the citizens of the slavebolding States, in addition to the 
ntmber which they are entitled to by their free population, have, 
for ten years past, controlled the destinies of the country. Twenty- 
five electoral votes, gained to the masters from the chains of two 
millions of human bemgs, and held forth as the prize to that indi. 
vidual and that party which will concent to make the greatest sa«- 
lifioes of principle to obtaiai them, are sufficient to decide the char- 
acter of the government policy. This has been submitted to with. 
out great murmuping, up to this time; but there are many indica* 
tions to prove that it will not be so any longer. The free Statee 
have a right to be heard on this point, because the original com- 
promise, which was made upon this subject in the Constitution, and 
which let in this enormous power, has in its practical effect, been 
wholly favorable to the slave States, and without any benefit at all 
to them. — Report to the General Court of Mast, 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Three. 

RtaolveSt concerning an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the following amendment to the Constitution of 
th^ United States be and hereby is recommended to the considera. 
tion of Congress, to be acted on according to the fifth article : 

The third clause of the second section of the first article shaH 
read in the words following \ 

" Representatires and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States, which are or may be included within this Unon, ac- 
cording to their respective numbers of free pei*sons. The actual eii- 
numeration shall be made within two years from the date of the adop- 
tion of this amendment, in the manner provided by the Constitu- 
tion, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such man- 
ner as the Congress shall by law direct. The number of represen- 
tatives shall not exceed^ one for every thirty thousand, but each 
State shall have at least one representative." 

Resohedt That his Excellency the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of the aforegoing resolves and the proposed amend- 
ment to each of the senators and members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of this commonwealth in the Congress of the United States. 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor, be requested to tran*. 
mit a copy of the same resolve and amendment to the ezecutife of 
the United Statei and of the several States. 

7» 
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TH£ LEGION OF LIB£XTT. 



THOMAS MORRIS. 



I rejoice, that the abolition of slavery throu^out the civilized 
World, is no longer problematical ; it seems to be almost universally 
conceded, that this stupendons fraud upon a portion of the human 
race is fast drawing to a close, and the great question with us is truly, 
what measures are best suited to accomplish this desirable end in the 
United States. In our otherwise free and favored country, slavery 
seems to have erected its sti^ngest hold, and is not only striving to 
govern the councils of the country, the press and the pulpit ; but 
even mind itself is attempted to be made subject to its rules ; and I 
should almost despair of successful resistance, did I not see embo« 
died in the cause of freedom more moral worth, more talent, more 
patriotism, more love of country, more devotedness to principles, than 
is embodied in any other cause in the United States. Yes. I repeat 
it, the gentlemen who are now, in our own country, engaged in the 
anti-slavery cause, seem, to me, to possess more moral worth, more ' 
talent, more psttriotism and love of country, than any other body of 
men in the United States, not even excepting the public councils of 
the nation. It is true they are yet in the minority ; but if I am not 
mistaken, in every age and country of the world in which men have 
been compelled, l^ oppression, to strike for freedom, they have been 
at first but few in number and a persecuted race, fiut ' where they 
have been sincere, making truth and justice their guide, success has 
univefsally been the final remilt of their eflorts. With us the slave 
has no power of action, nor can we consent that his freedom shall 
be the purchase of his own grm ; a merciful Providence, in order to 
prevent such dreadful catastrophes in our beloved country, has brought 
to his rescue, and united for his deliverance, the warmest hearts and 
soundest heads of the nation ; and they present to the world the new, 
strange and cheering phenomenon, of men enjoying all the blessings 
of liberty themselves, yet willing to 'devote their time, their means, 
their all, to procure for the oppressed and down-trodden slave, those 
natural rights to which he is entitled, and which we promised to all 
men as the chief corner stone of our republican edifice. The moral power 
of such men is sufficient for this work, but that moral power must 
operate by means ; and the elective franchise is the great, if not the 
only means to make it effectual. Political action is necessary to pro. 
duce moral reformation in a nation ; and that action with us can onlv 
be effectually exercised through the ballot box. And surely the baL 
lotrbox can never be used for a more noble purpose than to restore and 
secure to every man his inalienable rights. It seems to me to be 
almost an impossibility, that a man can be in favor of perpetuating 
American slavery, and yet be a friend to the principles of our govern- 
ment. If the ballot-box, then, is honestly and independently used, 
it alone will soon produce the extinguishment of slavery in our 
country. 



THE LSQIOH OP LIUKTT. 



For with whU judgment j« judge, ve >lial[ be judged ; and with 
wbat meuare ye me(e, it shall be meunted to jou agun. 

To preach delivecence to the captires. and lecovermg of sight to 
the blind, to eel at librrly them that ara bruised. 

Where the spirit of the Lord l», Ihece is libertj. 

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL TESTIMONY. 

PRESBYTERIJJV SY^OD lif X-eje York m4 PhiMelpkia, 1767. 

Tlie-'Synod of New York and Philadelphia, (1787,) do highly 
oppjove of Ihe.gcnerul principiea in favor of universal liberty that pre- 
vHit in America, and the interest which many of the states have Wien 
in pronioling the nbolition of alavPty. They eaniealty recommend it 
CO atl the mcmbeca belon^n' to their communion, to give thoae per- 
sons who arc at present lipid in servitode, SDch good education aa to 
prepare them (br tlie better enjoyment of freedom. And they more- 
over recommend that masters, whenever they find eervanta disposed 
to make a just iinprovemont of the privilege, would give Ihem a pecu- 
lium, or grant them auffident time, and sufficient means of procuring 
Uieir own liberty at a moderate rate; that thereby they may be broudit 
into society with those habits of influstrf that may render them aaeM 



RELIGIOUS AND ttOAAt TESTIMONtT. 

citizens. And finally, they recommend it to all their people to use thd 
most prudent measures, consistent with the interests and the state of 
civil society in the countries where they live, to procure eventually the 
final aboUtion of slavery in America. 

Advice given by the tissembly, in relation to Slavery, in 1815. 

"The General Assembly have repeatedly declared their cordial 
approbation of those principles of civil liberty which appear to be 
recognized by the Federal and State governments, in these United 
States. They have expressed their regret that the slavery of the 
Africans and of their descendants still continues in so many places, 
and even among those within the pale of the Church ; and have urged 
the Presbyteries under their 'care, to adopt such measures as will 
secure at least to the rising generation of slaves, within the bounds of 
the Church, a religious education ; that they may be prepared»for the 
exercise and enjoyment of liberty, when God, in his providence may 
open a door for their emancipation. 

"•^/wZi expression of the MAssenibly'S views of Slavery, in 1818. 

**We consider the voluntary enslaving of one part of the human 
race by another, as a gross violation of the most precious and sacred 
ri;^hts of human nature ; as utterly inconsistent with tlie law of God 
which requires us to love our neighbor as ourselves; and as totally 
irreconcilable with the spirit atid principles of the gospel of Christ, 
which enjoin that ' all things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them.' Slavery creates a paradox in the 
moral system — it exhibits rational) accountable, and immortal beings 
in such circumstances as scarcely to leave them the power of moral 
action. It exhibits them as dependant on the will of others, whether 
they shall receive religious instruction ; whether they shall know, and 
M-orship the true God ; whether they shall enjoy the ordinances of tlie 
gospel ; whether they shall perform the duties and cherish the endear- 
ments of husbands and wives, parents and children, neighbors and 
friends ; whether they shall preserve their chastity and purity, or 
regard the dictates or justice and humanity. Sucn are some of the 
consequences of slavery; consequences not imaginary, but which con- 
nect themselves with its very existence. The evils to which the slave 
is always exposed, often take place in their very worst degree andforni ; 
and where all of them do not take place, still the slave is deprived o( 
his natural rights, degraded as a human being, and exposed to the 
danger of passing into the hand of a master who may inflict upon him 
all the hardships and injuries which inhumanity and avance may 
suggest. ' 

"We enjoin it on -all Church Sessions and Presbyteries to discoan" 
tenance, and as far as possible to prevent all cruelty, of whatever jiind, 
in the treatment of slaves ; espedally the cruelty of separating hu^and 
and wife, parents and children ; and that which consists m selling 
slaves to those who will either themselves deprive those unhappy 
people of the blessings of the gospel, or who will transport them to 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH S. HOPKiNd, D. D. 

places .where the gospel is not proclaimed, or where it is forbidden to 
slaves to attend upon its institutions. The manifest violation or dis* 
regard of this injunction, ought tP he considered as just ground {(or the 
discipline and censures of the Church. And if it shall ever happen 
that a Chiistian professor in our communion shall sell a slave who is 
also in communion with oar Church, contrary to his or her will and 
inclination, it ought iinmed lately to claim the particular attention of the 
proper Church judicature ; ana unless there be such peculiar circum- 
Btanctis attending the case as can hot seldom haprmn, it ought to be 
followed without delay, by a suspension of the oflender from all the 
privileges of the Church, till he I'epent and mqjce all the reparation hi his 
power to the injured poiriyj*'^-^ Digest of the General •dssembly, page 341. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

There is only one conditton previously required of those who desire 
admission into these societies, a desire to flee from tlie wrath to come, 
and to be saved from their sins. But wherever this is really iixed in 
tlie soul, it wiU be shown by its fruits. It is therefore expected of all 
who continue therein, that tljey should continue to evidence their desire 
of sal vation, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of fe very kind, especially 
that which is most generally practised, such as — "i^c buying and 
felHiig of meUf women, or chUdi'en, with an intention to enslave thenu'^ 

Of slavery, — (luesiion. — What sha^ be done for the extirpation 
of the evil of slavery ? 

^liiswsr 1. — We declare that we are as much as ever convinced of 
the great evil of slavery ; therefor^, np slaveholder shall be eligible to 
any o/ficial station m our Church hercafter j where the laws of the 
state in which he lives will admit of coiancipation, and permit the 
U iterated slave to enjoy freedom. 

Jlnswer 2. — When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a 
slave or slaves, by any means he shall forfeit his ministerial character 
in our Church, uide&a he execute, if it be practicable, a le^al emanci- 
pation of such slaves, conformably to the laws of the state m which he 
lives, — Doetrine and Discipline, 

SAMUEL HOPKINS, D. D. 

. Are you sure your slaves have a sufficiency of good food, in season j 
a[id that they never want ibr comfoi table clotliing and bedding? Do 
you take ^reat care to deal as well by them in these thin^, as yoa 
would wisn otliers would treat your own children, were they slaves in 
a strange land ? If yoar servants complain, are you ready to attend 
to them ? Or do you in such cases frown upon them, or do something 
worse, so as to discourage their ever applying to you, whatever they 
may suffer, having learned that tlus would only be making bad worse? 
Do you never Qy into a passion, and deal with them in great an^er, 
deciding matters respecting themy and threatening them, and givme 
sentence concerning them, from which they have no appeal, ana 
perhaps proceed to correct them,, when to a cafm bystander you appear 
itiore fit to be confined in a bedlam, than to have the sovereign, uncon- 



^JONATHAN XltWABDS^ 

troDabte doiAinion over your brethren, as the sole lawgiver, Judge, and 
executioner ? Do not even your children dooiineer over your slaves ? 
Must they not often be at the beck of an ungovemed, peevish child in 
the family ; and if they do not run at his or her call,, and are not tH 
submission and obedience, must they not expect the frowns of their 
masters, if not the whip ? 

If none of these things, my good sir, take place in your family, have 
we not reason to think, you a most singular mstance ? How common 
are things of this kind, or worse, taking place between masters and 
their slaves ? In how few instances, if in any, are slaves treated, as 
the masters would wish to have their own cluldren treated, in like cir- 
cumstances ? How few are fit to be masters ? To have the sovereign 
dominion over a number of their fellow men, being his property, and 
wholly at his disposal ; who must abide his sentence and oraers, how* 
ever unreasonable, without any poslibility of relief? 

But are we at the same time making slaves of many thousands of 
our brethren, who have as good a right to liberty as ourselves, and to 
whom it is as sweet as it is to us, and the contrary as dr udfui ! Are 
y^e holding them in the most abject, miserable state of slavery, without 
the least compassionate feeling towards them or their posterity , utterly 
refusing to take off the oppressive galling yoke ! Oh. tlie shocking, 
the intolerable inconsistency ! And this gross, barefaced inconsistency 
is an open, practical condemnation of holding these our brethren in 
slavery ; and in these circumstances the crime of persisting in it becomes 
unspeakably greater and mou provoking in 6od*s sight ; so that all 
the former unrighteousness ana cruelty exercised in this practice, is 
innocence, compared with the awful guilt that is now contracted* 
And in allusion to the words of* our Saviour, it may with ^reat truth 
and propriety be said, "If he had not thus come in ms Providence, and 
spoken unto us, (comparatively speaking,) we had not had sin, in 
making bond-slaves ot our brethren ; but now, we have no cloak for 
our sin." — Dialogue on African Slavery, 1776, revyJblislved 1785, hy th$ 
A*. Y» J^anumisnon Society, iohoae president was John Jay, 

JONATHAN EDWARDS. 

The eradication, or even the diminution of compassion, tenderness, 
and humanity, is certainly a great depravity of neart, and. must be 
Jbllowed with corresp<mdent depravity of manners. And measure^ 
which lead tp such depravity of heart and manners, cannot but he 
extremely hurtful to the state, and consequently are extremely im'politic 

African slavery is exceedingly impolitic, as it discourages inaustry. 
Notiiing is more essential to the pohtical prosperity of any state, than 
industrj^ in the citizens. But in proportion as slaves are multiplied, 
every kind of labor becomes ignominious f and in fact, in those of the 
United States, in which slaves are the most numerous, gentlemen and 
ladies <^ any fashion disdain to employ themselves in business, which 
in other states is consistent with the dignity of the first families and 
first offices. In a oiuntry filled with negro slaves, labor bclonjgs to 
them only, and a white man b despised in proportion as he apphes to 
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it Nov how destructive to industry in all of the lowest and middle 
classes of citizens, such a situation, and the prevaienoe of such ideas 
will be, you can easily conOeiye. The consequence is, that some will 
nearly starve, others will betake themselves to the most dii^onest 
practices, to obtain the means of living. 

As slavery produces indolence in the white people, so it produces 
all those vices which are naturally connected with it ; such as intern* 
perance, lewdness, and prodigahty. These vices enfeeble both the 
body and the mind, and unfit men for any vigorous exertions and era- 
ptoyroents, either external or mental ; and those who are unfit for such 
exertions, are already a very degenerate race ; degenerate, not only 
in a morttt, but a natural sense. They are contemptible too, and will 
soon be despised even by their negroes themselves. 

Slavery has a most direct tendency to haughtiness also, and a domi- 
neering spirit and conduct in tho proprietors of the slaves, in their 
children, and in all who have the control of them. A man who has 
been bred up in domineering over negroes, can scarcely avoid con- 
tracting such a habit of haughtiness and domination, as will express 
itself in his general treatment of mankind, whether in his pnvate 
capacity, or m any office, civil or military, with which he may be 
vested. Despotism in economics naturally leads to despotism in 
politics, and aomestic slavery in a free government is a perfect solecism 
in human affairs. — The Injustice cntd Impolicy of the alavi'trade and of 
the aiavei-y of the lAfHcana — a Sermon in ^ew Haven, Sept 19, 1791. 

ELIAS HICKS. 

We, in an enlightened age, have greatly surpassed, m brutality and 
injustice, the most ignorant and barbarous ages ; and while we are 
pretending to the finest feelings of humanity, are exercising unpre- 
cedented cruelty. Yie have pmnted slavery m the rai^k soil of sordid 
avarice; and the product has been misery in the extreme. 

The slavedealer, the slaveholder, and tlie slavedriver are virtually 
the agents of tlie consumer. Whatever we do by another, we dp 
ourselves. 

JESSE TORREY, Jr. 

To enumerate all the horrid and aggravating instances of man- 
stealing, which are known to have occurred in the state ef Dolawara. 
witUn the recollection of many of the citizens of that state would 
require a volume. In many cases, whole families of free colored people 
have been attacked in tho night, beaten nearly to death with cluos, 
gogged and bound, and dragged into distant and hopeless captivity; 
leaving no traces behind, except the blood from their wounds. 

During the last winter, the house of a free black family was broken 
open, and its defenceless inhabitants treated in the manner just men- 
tioned, except that the mother escaped from their merciless grasp, 
while on their way to the state of Maryland. The plunderers, of whom 
there were neariy half a dozen, conveyed their prey upon horses ; and 
the woman being placed on one of the horses, behind, improved an 
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ppportuaity, as they were passing a house, and sprang off. Not daring 
to pursue her, they proceeded on, leaving her yoilTigest chfld a ilttlo 
farther along, by the side of the road, in expectation, it is supposed, 
that its cries would attract the mother ; but she prudently waited until 
morning, and recovered it again in safety. 

Prom the best information that J hfiive had opportunities to collect, 
in travelling my various routes through the states of Delaware and 
Maryland, 1 am fully convinced that there are, at this time, within the 
jurisdiction of the United States, several thousands of legally free 
people of color, toiling under the yoke of involantary servitude, and 
transmitting the same fate to their posterity! — DomesHe Slavery and 
Kidnapping, 

JOHN KENRICK. 

•' The Horrors of SlaveryJ*^ — To invite attention to this melancholy 
subject, and to excite sympathy for the suffering, is the object of this 
pablicafion. The compiler firmly believes that nis countrymen stand 
exposed to the righteous rebukes of Providence for this glaring incon- 
sistency and inhumanity; that whether they shall be tried at the bar 
of reason, the bar of conscience, or the bar of God, they may justly be 
condemned out of their own mouths ; and tliat all their arguments, and 
all tlieir fightings for liberty, may be produced as evidence, that as a 
people, they do unto others as they would nor that others should do 
unto them. The sutFerin:^ and degraded sons of Africa are groaning 
under bondage in a land of boasted f-eedom, — nay, groaning under 
oppression from the hands of men who would probably involve a whole 
nation in war and bloodshed— -or even set the world on fire, rather than 
submit to a fiftieth part of the violation of natural rights which tliey 
inflict on the African race. 

Whenever the government of thd United States shall come to the 
righteous and coflsistent determination, that all iheinhaUtants shall be 
/ree, it, is believed that no insurmountable obstacles will be found in 
tlie way of its accomplishment Whether it would be just, and equal, 
and eligible, to take money from the public treasury to redeem African 
slaves, may possibly become a question for the consideration of con- 
gress. It may not, however, be amiss for the people to inquire whether 
If would be more just and equitable to continue to withhold from more 
than a million (now two millions) of our fellow beins^s those essential 
blessings, without which we ourselves should consider life insupportable. 

If it should be pleaded that the powers of the general government 
aTe too limited to ensure the personal, civil, and religious liberties of- 
all ; can a doubt be entertained of the readiness of the people, when 
they fairly understand the subject, to enlarge those powers to any 
extent necessary for the attainment of an object of sucn transcendant 
importance ? To say " they would not," would be to utter a most 
shameful libel against a majority of the freemen of the United States. 
— The Horrors of Slavery. . 
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WILLIAM PBNN. 



•* Amongst ihe many instances of the humanity of hia character, 
we naust reclson bis attention to tlie civilization and instruction of 
the Indians ; and the same care extended to the poor neglected Af« 
ricaaSk who were employed at that time a» slaves in the province. 
It was not then deemed infiimous to traffic in slaves ; but some of 
the Quakers at their yearly meeting for Pennsylvania, held in 1688, 
perceived its iniquity, and. resolved that the buying, selling, and 
holding men in slavery, was inconsistent with the tenets of the chris- 
tian religion ; and in consequence of these opinions had begun to 
treat their slaves as the children of the universal parent, and joint 
heirs of the same hoipea of a glorious immortality. 

** A meeting was appmnted' particularly for them, to be held onoe 
every month ; and as a farther security for their comfort and improve- 
ment, a legislative act was proposed in their favor. Marriage. was 
encouraged amrnig Uiem, and they were induced by precept and ex* 
ample to lead an orderly, sober life. But in these excellent resolur 
tlofks, he.had the mortineation to meet with some opposition.^ — Pris^ 
eUU Wakefield. 



ELIAS HICKS. 

In the pride of our own hearts, we are endeav(M*ing to be exalted 
through the cruel oppression of our fellow creatures. Our poor fel- 
low creatures are held in the most cruel bondage all their lives, while 
some are i^asting on the result o£ their labors, and becoming en- 
riched from them, even by the sweat and blood of their fellow crea- 
tures against their will. And they are forced to it by their cruel 
masters. 

Now let us seek for the root of all this. Had man been rational 
in all his actions, it never could have been the case. For when we 
consider that Almighty goodness has dispensed to every one a mea- 
sure of his grace and of his Holy spirit, whereby we are to profit, 
how astonishing it appears that a fellow creature could ever put his 
hand out to bring into bondage another fellow creature ! But it is all 
founded in iniquity, tradition, and custom. 

Look at this deeply, my dear friends, for we are deeply in debt. 
And when I look round sometimes, I feel as if it were almost im- 
possible for the people of this land to clear them^Ives of this iniqui. 
ty. It has been of so long continuance, and they haVe brought them- 
selves so deeply in debt, that it seems as if they could never make 
reconciliation for their injustice ; and especially so, as it regards the 
professing people called Quakers. How could they ever have con- 
fented to bold a slave, to buy or sell one, or to live by a neighbor 
who had one, without bearing testimony against him ? Gould they 
ever do it without relinquishing their principle ? While the light at 
truth in the heart was their guide as well as their profession, the^ 
never could ; for every one must acknowledge that this oppression is 
founded in iniquity, ungodliness and sin. And we must be astonished 
how a person, professing what we as a society profess, eould for one 
jnoiaent lay his power upon a fellow creatiue, and by dint of Um 
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iiraH, keep kim under kw power, and drive kun to ket work witk- 
•Sn^glim a reward. You miwt k»ow tkal the '^ordhw,^ 
imted, or there never would have been a elave ; it was by the power 
#r«fae fword that they were brought under, and into thi» oppre««oii ; 
tnd 80 it fo the dread of the sword that keeps them there. * oir were 
a elave to believe for a niciment, thai the eword would not t» ewr- 
l»iaed upon him, he would be no longer a skiv^he could not be one. 
Here th«i, we see the force of tradition and custom, as Jesw do* 
^oed oonceming the Scribes and Pharisees-" Thus have ye made 
the commandments of God of none effect by your tradiliona.'' 

Now. what could operate upon those, who have iseemed to be^sMne. 
what wUlmg minded, and who are professing as we do, to ]JM «leio 
to hold a feUow creature for a moment in slavery 7 It » the ^f^^ 
M consequence of tradition, by which the coirtmandments of God 

tare made of none eflfect. aw m 

Kow pause, dear friends and people. What is our condition 7 
Are we strengthening the hands of the oppreesor? If so, we are 
£uilty ; for the partakers of that which has been procured by roWbery 
and stealing, are considered as bad as the principal actors. Now 
this is a small matter, when compared with taking away the free 
teency o^our fellows, which is every thing to them— it is the source 
if ali their joy and pleasure. They are thus reduced tomiserablei 
atiject animals, Without any privilege to think or act for themsdvee. 
How the robber and the thief sink on a comparison with the oppres- 
■or ! For the thief goes silily, and gets a liltle ft-om his fellow crea^ 
ture, but does not hurt his person, and perhaps gets but a portion of 
what the other enjoys; and soinetimes the otheV is as well without it 

as with it.' - , . 

And how is it with the robber 7 He does not want to do an act of 
violence, if he can get his prey j and when the property is given up, 
ke leaves the owner to get more, or enjoy what lie may have teft. 
l^ut let us look on the other side at the injustice and cruelty which is 
manifested towards our fellow creatures, when we destroy the liberty 
of Uiose to whom God has given a choice. Here we see that a crev 
lure rises up before God Almighty, and presumes to take away the 
free agency of a fellow creature, and lo bring him into a slate ol 
•lavery and oppression, and to destroy his will. And if he should, 
eaert it a little, what comes next 7 The sword or the lash ! How 
many there arc, who, for speaking their own will a litUe, have fallen 
dead befbre tbeir masters. 

I want us to go into an examination for ourselves, that we may 
■ee what wonderful power tradition has, among those, even, who 
have seen this oppression to be superfluous. Yet being long in the 
practice of seeing it, and having grown up from the cradle in the 
midst of it, they fall into and become amalgamated with those who are 
gtVlty of it. And so it is they continue using the produce of their 
^or miserable fellow creatures, who are dying daily. For Iheir suf- 
fering is like a slow torment to bring them to their end, like that 
which cruel tyrants of the earth have sometimes devised, to cause 
their victims to be a gireat while under torture, instead of Uking theiv 
liie suddenly. 
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YSH I*Semr or brsssTY. . 

TIMOTHY DWIGHr. 

From tkt jPiim «« GntnfiM HiUT dediemUd te JUbi iUMttu 

Ot\ wmg'd by tbought I seek thoee Indian islet, 
Wiiero emil«(» npting with endlca» summer smilei ; 
W}iere fruiu of gnld untir'd Vertamnua pd^n, 
And Flora daocea o^ undying flowers ;^- 
There, as I walk through Belds as Eden gay. 
And broatbe the incense of immortal day, 
CeaselesB I hear the smacking whip rebound- 
Hark ! that shrill scream ! those groans of death resoand ! 
See those throcg'd wretches pant along the plain, 
Tog the hard hoe, and sirh in hopeless pain ! 
Yqo mother loaded with her sucking child, 
Her rags with frequent spots of bkKMi defiled. 
Drags slowly iainting on ; the fiend is nigh. 
Rings the shrill cowwin, roars the tiger cry. 
In pangs the unfriended suppliant crawls tJong, 
And shrieks the prayer of agonizing wrong. 
Why glows yon oven with a seveuiold fire 7 
Crisp'd in the flame behold a man expire ! 
Lo ! by that vampyre's hand, yon infknt dies ; 
Itsjbrains dash'd out beneath its father^i eyes \ . 
Why shrinks yon riave with horror from his meat ? 
Heavens ! *lis his flesh the wretch is forced to eat ! 
Why streams the liib blood from that female throat t 
S^ie sprinkled gravy on a guest's neiV coat ! 
Why crowd those groaning blacks the docks around 7 
Those screams announce, that cowskini^ crackling sound. 
See that poor victim hanging from the crane. 
While loaded weights his Umbs to torture strain. 
At each keen strdLO, &r spouts the bursting gore. 
And shrieks and dying groans fill all the shore. 
Around in throngs his brother victims wait, 
And feel in every stroke their coming fate ; 
^hile each with palsied hands, and shuddering fears, 
The cause, the rule, the price of torment bears. 
Hark, hark, from morn to night the realm around. 
The cracking whip, keen taunt, and shriek resound. 
0*ercast are all the splendors of the spring. 
Sweets court in vain ; in vain the warblers sing. 
Illusions all ! *tis Tartarus round me spreads 
His dismal screams and melancholy shades. 
The damned, sure, here clank th* eternal chain, 
And waste with grief, or agonize with pain. 
A Tartarus new ! emission strange of hell. 
Guilt wreaks the vengeance, and the guiltless feel. 
The heart not fomed of flint here all thmgs rend. 
Each fair a fury, and each man a fiend. 
From childhood train'd to every baleful ill. 
And their fiiat wfoti to toftae or to kflL - ^ ^ 
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** Whatever tends to divert the attention of any comoraiiitj from 
honest industry, and to substitute any other plan of operations ^r a 
livelihood, is an enemy to the race. Slavery does tbiis, as its object 
ift to tax the sweat and sinew of its victims, that its iiistitutors and 
abettors may live without labor, and spend their time in idleness and 
hixury ; it is therefore, an enemy to the peace and prosperity of any 
people among whom it exists ; it is contraiy to the order of nature, 
and the laws of om being and benevolence would invite to labor for 
its removal. In proof of his position, the Dr. clearly exhibited the 
striking contrast in prosperity and happiness wliich is so conspicuous 
between those sections of the world where slavery exists, and labor 
is avoided as direputable, and tHose where universal freedom and li- 
berty reign. He pointed out the greater security for property and 
life, where honest labor and freedom dwell, than where an impoilant 
portion of the people live upon the unrequited toil of those who groan 
under the yoke of interminable servitude. . In. the one these great 
interests are made safe by a healthy public sentiment, and the en. 
ibn:ement of salutary laws ; in the other, attempts are made to secure 
them by the private operation of the pistol, the dirk, and the bowie 
knife. * Oh ! fiir a lodge in some vast wilderness,.' he cried, ending 
with, * I would not have a slave to till my ground, to carry me and 
fika me while I sleep and tremble when I wii£e, for all the gold which 
•inews boaffht and sold have ever earned ! No ! dear as freedom is, 
and in my heart's estimation prized above all priee, I would much 
lather be ntyseJf the slave, and wear the bonds, than fasten them 
«n him.' At the ccmclusion of this beautiful extract ^frorn Cowper, 
which was uttered in Dr. Nott's peculiar, eniphatic and eloquent 
manner, a loud burst of applause and cheering succeeded. 
'^ *'He then decla^^d, that notwithstanding these sentiments, he 
would not Bay a word to encourage the disturbance or severance ol 
the constituted relation and connection whi^h formed the Union, or 
interfere in the least degree with the rights of independent States. 
Ahbough slaveiy was contrary to the eternal and immutable laws of 
our being, and therefore, retarded and opposed our true interests as 
a nation, yet if we of the North had, in the origin of our govern' 
ment agreed to giye 9^ * found of flesh,* let us give it to the full ex- 
tent of the bona; yet, let not those who choose to maintain this un- 
natural and unpropitious * institution,* exact of those who reject it, 
any greater concessions in its favor, than is contained in that * bond,* 
Do they contend that we shall not interfere with their * righte V then 
let them not interfere with our * rights,' or complain if we use our 
* speech' or our * press* in declaring the truth concerning this uupro. 
fitable institution, for these are our hirth-* righte* and firmly guaraa- 
teed inviolate too by this same * bond of union.**-^Addres9 to tkt 
New-York State Agricultural Society^ Sept. 1841. 
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JAMES T. WOOOTURY. 

. We oui vote ikver^ down ia C<rfttmlBi4 end ia our i 
** ^Bt," it is objected, '^ it will disaolve the Uukuk" . Mr. Bint^ earn 
the Sottth never will do it, for tbey cannot sappoit themeelves, and wt 
are more liable to go there and fitAii^to keep their flavee in subjectioik 
The elavet. if th^ are freed, willnot come here, their labor is wanted 
in the South. Tne South do oot hate the black ikin with which Ood 
hae covered them, aa we do. '' But O they smell bad!'* No bad smeH 
while they are slaves ; they are about the persons of their masters and 
nnstressea, and nurse their children, and do not scent them with thk 
bad emellt-^ut as soon as they are (ree— bad smell. 

EVAN LEWIS. 

Mtteh haa been said bjr the advocates and apologists Of siavMjC 
about the danger of emancipation — that it would be accompanied cir 
Mowed by tttsttrreotions, massacies, and servile wer. NoW no sana 
man desires to turn loose upon sodeCy, a horde of ignorant men; eitMf 
wUte or black, without tne salutary restraints of/oia. We wish U 
see the aaeumed right of property m human fledi abolished, and Hm 
iawa made <br the proUeUan, as well as for the government and i^ 
atraint, of every man of every nation and coh»r. To ^ace #rery naa 
finder the protection of the law, and to aboHsh that lic^tioasness andt 
lymnnv wni<^ are now tolerated, would be to restore society to ila 
natarafordery and ^e every man an interest in the preservation of tM 
Bieaoe and harmony of the community. All foar of hootitity anJ 
teaq[>tatiotts to excite insurrections, or to shed the blood of the wllA« 
men. Would be banished with the removal of the cattse wfaidh prodttc# 
ihem. In all cases where the experiment has been tried, [in Uie Wesi 
Indian Islands,] our reasoning; trom the nature of man, and the Ub^ 
fiuence which just treatment will always exert on his moral character^ 
has been proved by universal facts. — Genha^UnihirnalBmmieipa^m^ 

EDWARD C. DELEVAN, 

I am |4ad to say that I have already joined, the ** Anti>Slavery Sof 
elety.** 1 have long felt that it was my duty to do so, and I have onlr 
been deterred by £e fear of injuring the canse of Temperance, witn 
which cause you know my name has in son^ measure been identified. 
I have^ in fact, been pracdsiog that kind of expediency, which I lu|va 
been so ready to condemn in others, with r^rd to the cause of Teifr> 
perance. I nave joined the " Anti-Slavery Society,'* for the reason that 
1 believe it to be doing about all that is now attempted for the relidi of 
OOr country from the sin of slavery, for that slavery, ais it now exists in 
these United States is a high handed mn I have no doubt Other 
aoeieties may be doing much for Africa, and for the elevation of fiaa 
colored people ; but, for the final relief of our beloved country and o«r 
enslavea brethren, your society, among human instrumentahties, now 
acems to nw the only hope, l^at the Anti-Slavsry Sod^y augr l« 
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the instrument under God, by kind ar^daents and Christian entre«^, 
not only of enlightening the public opinion of the north as to tibe am 
and evil of slavery, but, what n of still greater moment, of afiecting 
the hearts of our christian brethren of the south and leading them as a 
matter of interest, as well as duty, to rid themselves of a curse, and our 
Montry of its de^>e8t stain, shall be my daily prayer.— Leiter to GerrU 

ROBERT J. BRECKENRIDGE. 

Just and equal ! what care I, whether my pockets are picked, or the 
proceeds of my labor are taken from me ? What matters it whether 
my horse is stplen, or the value (^him in my labor be tak^ from me ? 
Do we talk of violating the rights of masters, and depriving^ them of 
their property in their slaves ? And will some one tell qs, it there be 
any tning in which a man has, or can have, so perfect a right of 
property, as in his own limbs, bones, and sinews ? Out upon such 
tbliy ! The man who cannot see that involuntary domestic slavery, 
as It eiists among us, is founded upon the principle of taking by force 
that which is another's, has simply no moral sense. 

We utter but the common sentiment of mankind when we say, none 
•ver continue slaves a moment aflier they are conscious of their alMlky 
to retrieve their freedom. The constant t^dency ibr fiity years has 
been to accumulate the black population upon tne southern states: 
already in some of them the blacks exceed the whites, and in most ^ 
them mcmase ^kbove the increase of the whites in Uie same states^ 
with a ratio that is absolutely startling ; [the annual increase in tb» 
United States is sixty thousand.;] the aave population could bring into 
action a larger portion of efficient men, perfectly inured to hardships, to 
the climate, and privations, than anv other population in the woiid: 
and they have in oistant sections, ana on various occasions, manifested 
already a desperate purpose to shake off the yoke. In such. an ev^t 
we ask not any heart to decide where would human sympathy aod 
earthly glory stand ; we ask not in the fearful words of J^rson, what 
attribute of Jehovah would allow him to take part with us ; we adc. 
only — and the answer settles the argwnent—which is like to be tfaoB 
stronger side ? 

Nature, and reason, and religion unite in theur hostility to this system 
of folly and crime. How it will end, time only can reveal ; but the 
tight of heaven is not clearer than that it must enir-v^/rtcan RqtosUory, 
Jan, 1834. 

FRANCIS WAYLAND. 

Its effects must be disastrous upon the morals of both parties. By 
presenting objects on whom passion can be satisfied without resistance 
auid without redress, it cultivates in the master, pride, anger, cruelty, 
selfishness, and licentiousness. By accustoming the slave to subject 
his moral principles to the will of another, it tends to abolish in nim 
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ALORSO FOTTKB — WILUiJC X. CHANKlVa. 

■Q moral distinction^ and thus fosters in him, Wing, deoett, hypacdaji^ 
didionesty, and a willingness to yield himseirup to minister to |m 
appetite A hu mastef— Jtforol Science. 

ALONZO POTTER. 

V Brethren^ if God so loved as, we ousht also to Ioyo one anoCfaen^ 
This is the argamsnt on which I would rely, in asking your charity 
tttts evening. The neglected and ill-fated race for whom I pldad, art 
brethren with as of one fiunilv. The hand of the Creator may haye 
imprinted on tfieir features, a nue and complexion less delicate thaa 
ours. Man's rapacity may have torn them from thev native land, and 
reduced them to the condition of slaves and menials here. And 
weiglied down by oppression, bereft of hope, and having none to care 
for their souls, they may, too often, have sunk into vice and debase^ 
ment. But, mv friends, standing in this holy place-~in his immediate 
presence^ who has made of one blood all the nations of the earth, and 
g^ven his Son to be a ransom for the inhabitans of every one. alike : t 
can listen to no sadi fkcts as an excuse for apathy or avarice. If this' 
ttnf(Mtanate people have a physical nature lees perfect than ours, God 
forbid tifiat this, their misfortune, should be imputed to them as their 
crime. Still they have all the attributes of men — **ihe same organs^ 
£mensions, senses, afiecticms, passions. They are fed with the same 
food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same diseasesi warmed 
and cooled by the same winter and summer,*' that a white man is.--' 
Discoune before tkt Jfrican School SocUiff, ScheMCtadyJf, IT. 

WILUAM E. CHANNING. 

With the free we are to plead his cause. And this is peculiarly our 
duty, because we have bound ourselves to remst his efibrts for his own 
emancipation. We suflfer lum to do noUiing for himself. The more, 
then, should be done for him. Our physical power is pledged against 
him in case of revolt. Then our moral power shoula be exerted for 
his relief. His weakness, which we increase, gives him a claim to the' 
only aid we can afibrd, to our moral sympathy, to the free and faithful 
exposition of his wrongs. As inen, as Cnristians, as citizens, we have 
duties to the slave, as well aa to every other member of the community. 
On this point we have no liberty. The eternal law binds us to take 
(he side of the injured ; and this law is peculiariy obligatory, when we 
forbid him to lift an arm in his own defence. 

There is, however, there, must be, in slaveholding communities a 
laige class which cannot be too severely condemned. There are many 
we foar, very many, who hold their fellow-creatures in bondage, from ■ 
selfish, base motives. They hold the slave for gain, whether justiy or 
unjustly they neither ask nor care. They cling to him as property, 
and have no faith in the principles which will diminish a man*s wetith. 
They hold him, not for nis own good or the Safety of the state, but 
with precisely the same views with whidi they hold a laboring horse, 
that is, for the profit which they can wring from him. They will not 
bear a word of nis wrongs ; for, wronged or not, they will not let him 
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|Ck £te 18 ^ir pifopefty, and tb^y m^n not to be poor for nsMeovdh 
ilesB* sake. i?tt(»iaclaso theie undoubtedly ia aiiioog Blavenolders ;^ 
ham large th^ own conscienceB must determine^ We are sure of it ; 
lor under such dicuiiiatances huq[ian nature wiU and must come to this 
■MNimful result. Now, to tAea of thb spirit, the explanations we have 
made do in no degree apply* Sucb men ought to tremble befine Hie 
Mftol(es of oafragbd homaniiy and ind^ant virtue. Slmrery, upfas^ 
lor gskiy is a great dime. He, who has nothing to ui|^ sgsinst eman* 
cqtaCioQy but mat it will make him poorer, is bound to muhediate eman* 
djpi^lion. He has no exctise for wresting from his bretltren their ri^its.- 
Tiie i^ea' of benefit to the slave and the state avails him nothing. He 
extorts, by thelash^ that l^or to whi^ he has no daim, through a base^ 
sdfishness. Every morsel (^ food, thus forced from the injured, ooghl' 
to be bitferer than g^L His sold is cankered The sweat of tlie 
slave taints Hie luxunee for whidi it streams. Better were it for &a> 
tielfiah wrong doer of whom I speak, to live as the 8lav& to clothe him*. 
4Blf in the wave's raiment, to eat the slave's coarse mod, to till faia 
fields with luft own hands, than to pamper himself by day, and pillow 
llis head on down at niffA, at the cost of a wantomy injured leltow* 
ereatare. 

I know it will besaid, "Yon wotild make us poor." Be poor, thai, 
and thaidi God for your honest poverty. Better be poor^an unjust 
Better beg than steal. Better hvc in an almshouse, better die than 
trample oil a feIlow«creature and reduce Inm to a brute, for selfisk 
gratincatk)0. What ! have we yet to learn that '* it profits us nothings 
& gain the whole world, and lose our souls ?" 

Kavery most fidV^beCfttifle H stal&ds 'in dtre6t bostiltty to all the 
grand movements, principles, and reforms of our age, because it stands 
ttl the' way of an advancing world. One great idea stands out amidst 
iKc discoveries and improvements of xeiodem times. It is, that man 
isr not to exercise arbitrarv, irresponsible power over man. To re* 
strain power, to divide ana balahce it, to create responsibility for its 
just use, to secure the individual affainst its abuse, to substitute law 
lor private will, to diieM the weu from the strong, to give to the 
injured the means of redress, to set a fence round every^an's pro- 
perty and rights, in a word, to secure liberty, — such, under various 
expressions, is the great object on which philosophers, patriots, philan 
Uiropists, have long fixed their thoughts and hopes. It is remarkable^ 
and one of the bappv omens of the tlmes^ that even absolute goveni. 
nMmts have reached, in a' measure, this grand idea. They present 
ffiemselves as th6 guardians of liberty. They pipfess their desire and 
purpose to sustain equal laws, under which all men, from the higheiit 
to tne lowest, shall find effectual protection for their ri^ts. The dis. 
liagUished IP^russian historian, Raumer, in his letters on England, main- 
tAinst that his own government, which foreigners call despotic, does 
not rest on rarivate will, and that it ensures; on the whole, greater 
fiveddm to the subject, than the Britidi people can boast. Thus des- 
potism does homa|^ to the great ideas and spirit of our times ; and 
jrat in the midst of tm progress, in the fooe of this universal reverenoa 
W human rights, the slaveholder stands npsjti and sets up his olaim 
l» sntnaili^ of his fe]krar<««ientniii| 
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DOCTOR CHANNING. 

. The neat eyQ [of Slavery] is, the contempt and triolation of humaa 
rights, tae injustice which treats a iiian as a brute, and which breaks 
his spirit to make him a human tool. It is the injustice, which de- 
nies him the means of improvement, which denies him scope for his 
powers, ^ich dooms him to an unchangeable lot, which robs him of 
the primitive right of human nature, that of bettering his outward and 
inward state. It is the injustice, which converts his social connec- 
tions into a curse. Here, perhaps, the influence of slaverv is moii 
blighting, uur social connections are intended bj God to be amone 
our chief means of improvement and happiness ; and a system, whicE 
warn with these, is the most cruel outrage on our nature. Other men's 
chief relations are to wife and children, to brother and sister, to beings 
endeared by nature, and who awaken the heart to tenderness and 
^ithful love. The slave's chief relation is to his owner, to the maa 
who wrongs him. This it is, which above all things determines his 
lot, and this infuses poison into all his other social connections. This 
destroys the foundation of domestic happiness by sullyingfemale pu. 
rity, by extingruishing in woman the sense of honor. This violates 
the sanctity of the marriage bond. This tears the wife ftwa the hus> 
band, or condemns her to insult, perhaps, laceration in his sight. This 
takes from the parent his children. His children belong to another, 
and are dii^sed of for another's gain. Hius God's gr^t provisions 
for softening, refining, elevating human nature are thwarted. Thos 
social ties are liable to be turned into bitterness and wrong. 

. An ecclesiastical document, which appeared not long ago in some 
of our papers, is a strong illustration of the influence of slavery on 
the relations of domestic life. It confirms, what we have often heard, 
that the slaves are commanded to marry or live together, for the pur- 
pose of keeping up the stock of the estate. It shows us, too, that 
when slaves are sold at a distance from their original homes, they are 
commanded to give up their wives or husbands whom they have lel^ 
and to serve ma estate by forming new eonnections. Against this 
tyranny one would think, that the slave would find some protection 
in his religious teachers. One would think, that the Christian minister 
would interpose, to save the colored member of the church from be- 
ing forced to renounce the wife from whom he had been torn ; that he 
Would struggle to rescue him from an adulterous union, against which 
his affections as well as sense of duty may revolt. But, according to 
thiff document, an association of ministers decreed, that the slave sold 
at a distance, from his home, was to be regaided as dead to his former, 
wife ; that he was not be treated in this concern as a free agent ; that 
he was not to be countenanced by the church in resisting hismaster's 
will. The documeiit is given below. What a comment on Southern 
iQ;4tit,utions ! It shows how religion is made their tool, how Chris- 
tianity is need to do violence to tlu) most sacred feelings and ties, that 
the breed of slaves may be kept up. it shows us, that this iniquitous 
system pollutes by its touch, the divinest, the holiest provision of God 
for human happiness and virtue* — Channing'9 Remarks on the Slav^ 
Que9tion»' 
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THE FEHAJLE PHAI.AXX< 

A, S. CONVENTION OF AMERICAN WOMEN. 
Addrtu, PkUaditpkia, May 17, 1836. 

B^ Ae oonMitiition of Ihe XJoitcd BXtXta, &b whole phjaJc&I power 
fof Ins nwtk ■ pdiK(|>«t Rtr the rappreaujin of daliieslic mturrectioiia. 
and Bboald dw alaTW, nuwtdeaed iij opprenioD, endetTor to ^^ke 
"tf the joke of Ibe Uck-mMlcr, the men of the DorUi >ra.boDDd U> 
Vakeaommon oame iritfa [be (yrant, and put down, at the point of 
tba bajonet, erery effiut <ni Ib« pail sf Ihe slave for lliu atlainliuent 
-«f fail (i«edoiii. And when tbe fklher, huBb&nd, nn, and brother 
Adl hare left their hianei to minEle ia Hie unholy war&re, " to be- 
e«nn Ihe eiecatibBerB of their brethren, or to r*)l tbenuelres b; thair 
'bni^,' wQI the mother, wife, daoghter, and sister feel Utal tb^ 
llMC no Intereat in tins nlb^l wilt it be easy to conTince ttwn' 
'tkat it te no ooncem of tbtuv, that th^ homes are rendered deao> 
litB, and th«ir hahitatiuiB Ihe abodes of wretchedness T Surely this 
naWUtratkni ii of itself nifficienl to aroose the slumbering energiea 
'tf WOraan.ftH-flie o««rlhro«of a«yst«m which thus threatens to lay 
in niaH t^ fabric of her dommic happiDess ; and she will not be de. 
tBRed from tim perfln-mance of her duty to herHlf, her fkmilj, and 
'her eoDntry, ^ flw eiy of « political quertion." 

'Bat adraitting it to be a politica] qoeetion, bare we ao intemt in 
-fte W«Ifi>re of cor BOontry T May we not permit a thought to alray 
^nyoid the narrow limits of our own family circle, and of the pre. 
^MDl'bonrl May we not breathe a ngh over the miseries of our 
VMUlrfRieii, BM utter a word of rernanstruiee against the unjust 
Itwt ttat BN oradtiuf Ihem to the earth ? Htut we wltneH " lh« 
TlBjUtopy iBge or hewflen M^," with which our nation ia nuhinv 
■««trWd WdMOMtim, and not leA to arreil iti downward courw T 



0faft]l we flflently bekok) tin teod whJc^ W9 knre with ill t|ie liefttV 
warm afifeetion of children, rendered a hisBin^ and a reproach tbroi^^ 
out the world, by this system which is already ** tcuUng the death* 
bell of her decease among the nations V* No ; the events of the kisi 
two years have ** cast their dark shadows l>efore," oTer-doudinr tN 
bright prospects of the future, and shroadiog the destinies of our 
eoantry in m<Mre than midnight gloomi and we cannot remain inac- 
tire* Our country is as deaf to ns as to the proudest statesman, and 
th« more closely our hearts cling to ** our altars and oar homes,* the 
more fervent are our aspirations that every inhabitant of our land 
mi^ be protected in his fireside enjoyments by iust and equal laws ; 
that the foot of the tyrant may no longer invade the domestic sane* 
tuarr, nor his hand tear asunder those whom God himself has united 
by the most holy ties. Let our course, then, still be onward / Jus. 
tioe, humanity, patriotism, every high and every holy motive urge 
us fiirward, and we dare not refuse to obey.** 

Maht S. Farkch. 
Maria W. Chapman, 
CATHARmK M. SciLLrt'Air, 
8t»AN Paul, and othen* 

ABBY KELLEY 

Oilbred the f<^lowing resf^nlion, which was adopted ; 

Whereas, a vast portion of the wealth of the north has aocmed, 
and is sti^l aecruing, f^m the slave^system, either directly iil the 
faoMtng of slaves, by northern citizens, or indirectly by oar social and 
commercial intereourse with slave-holding communities ; therefore, 

M^lved, That we are very deeply implicated in the sin of ttoing 
our 'brother's service ^thout wa^es, and of holding in our hands the 
gains of oppression ; conseqnenuy it is our dutv to hring forth fVttttt 
meet fbr repentance, by laboring devot^ly m the service of the 
spoiled, and by contributing with unsparing liberality to the treasury 
liif the slave. 



BOSTON FEMALE A. S. SOCIETY. 

We call on you in the prevailing name of our common Christianity, 
and by the power of freedom upou your own souls, to resolve the do- 
liverance of the captive, and to labor immediately for its fulfilment 
Gather yourselves together as societies or as. Individual^, we entreat 
you ; ar>d increase by combination every power you possess, for the 
service of freedom. Where two or three, even, are gathered together 
with this holy purpose, there is his spirit in the midst of thejn who 
came to proclaim deliverance. Let us hear yonr voices of encourage, 
ment from the utmost limits of Massachusetts ; and depend on us to 
cheer and encourages your hopes of speedy emancipation for the 
American slave, if the sight of earnest and devoted labor on our part 
oan produce that eflcct 

THANKFUL SOUTHWICK, Pret. 

Asun Warrkn WEgroN, Sea. pro* tern. 
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' HANNAH F. GOULD. 

Who U thy Neighbor? 

Tby .neighbor ! Yonder toiling slaver 

Fettered in thought and limb, 
Whose thoughts ftfe all beyond the grave 

Cro thou and ransom, him. 

Whene'er thon meet'st a human form 

Less favor'd than thine own, 
fiemember 'tis thy neighbor worm* 

Thy brother, or thy son. 

O pass not, pass not heedless by ; 

rerhaps thou eanst redeem 
The breaking heart from miseiy ; 

Go share thy lot with him. 

ELIZABETH MARGARET CHANDLER, 

HU DamesHe 8Uue4rade, — ^This is the most indefensible, as well as 
the most detestible feature in the system of slavery.* It wiU not admit 
of even an attempt at justification. There are vamy who profess to 
deplore the existence of slavery, who yet consider its abolition im- 
pmcticabJe, or unjust to the owners of slaves, or danserous to the 
comDounity. Others again, will descant largely on the blessings and 
advantages of slavery to those who are lavored with the enjoyment of 
its benents, ending with adedaration that their situation, if restored to 
freedom, would be infinitely more deplorable. But none of tliese rea- 
Bona can be urged in behalf of this shameful tcalBc, It is a guilt and an 
infamy for which our country has no excuse. If her slave population 
was entailed upon her against her will, and cannot now be got rid of, 
ahe is at least, under no compulsion to permit herself to be disgraced 
by this infamous traffic. ^ . . . 

Shoe Prdduee. — One wotdd suppose that the bare knowledge of die 
terrible price at which tliose chenshed comforts have been procured, 
wovdd cause a woman^ to turn shuddering and loathingly away, as 
though they were infected with a taint of blood. And the curse of 
blood is upon them \ Though the dark red stain may not be there 
visibly, yet the blood of all the many thousands of the slain, who have 
died amid the horrors and loathsomeness of the slave-ship— been hurled 
by rapacious crueltj to the yawning wave, or sprang to its bosom in 
the madness of their proud de8pair-~of those who have pined away to 
death beneath the slow tortures of a broken heart, M'ho have perished 
beneath the tortnres of inventive tyranny, or on the ignominious 
gibbet — all this lies with a fearful weight upon this most foul and 
unnatural system, and that insatiable thirst for luxury and wealth in 
wldcb it first originated, and by which it is still perpetuated. 



FRUDENCE CRANdALL* 

Think of oar country's Klory, 

All dimm'd wUh A friers iears— > 
nor broad fla^ stain'd and gory 

With the liuarded guitt of years ! 

Think of the frantk mother, 

Lamenting for her child, 
Till falling lajshes smother 

Her cries of anguish wild ! 

Think of the prayers ascending 

Yet shnek'd, alas ! in vain, 
When heart fro.-n heart is rending 

Ne'er to be joined again. 

Shall we behold, unheeding. 

Life's hulieKt feelings crush*d I 
When woitiaii*s heart is bleeding, 

Shall woman's voice be hush'dl 

Oh, no ! by eVery blessing 

That Heaven to thee may lend — 
Remember their oppression. 

Forget not, sister, friend. 

E,M. ChandUr'9 Wvrki. 

* TO PRUJDENCE CRANDALL. 

Heaven bless thee noble lady, 

In thy purpose, good and high ! 
Give knowledge to the thirsting mind, 

Light to the asking eye ; 
Unseal the intellectual page. 

For those from whom dark pride. 
With tyrant and unholy hands. 

Would fain its treasures hide. 

StHI bear thou up unyielding, 

'Gainst persecution's shock. 
Gentle as woman's self yet firm 

And moveless as a rock ; 
A thousand spirits yield to thee 

Their gushing sympathies, 
The blessing of a thousand hearts 

Around thy pathway lies. B, M. C. 

PRUDENCE CRANDALL. 

Tiiia enterprising and philanthropic young lady has been tried and 
convicted by a court in th« state of Connecticut, after all the usual 
formahties of examining witnesses, hearing counsel, and the delivery 
of a charge from his horror the judge, of— readers what do you suppose? 
not of stoa1in<i: nor breaking the peace and dignity of the state — but of 
teaching young women to read and write. Truly this is a very enlight- 
ened age! and Conn^ecticot, ro far-femed for her colleges, and 
semmari s of learning, has taken the lead in causing her light to shine! I 
A jury of that enlightened state, has convicted one of her daughters of 
enaeavoiing to impart literary instruction to females ! Truly, " where 
the light tl:iut is in u» hnnnmca darkness, how great is that darkness! I" 
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LUCRETIA MOTT. 

The support of the iniquitouB system of slavery at the south, is 
dependent on the co-operation of the north, by commerce and manu 
fkctures, as well as by the consumption of its products ; — ^therefore 
despising the gain of oppression, we reccomraend to our friends, by 
a candid and prayerful examination of the subject, to ascertain' if it 
be not a duty to cleanse our liands from this unrighteous participa- 
tion, by no longer indulging in the luxuries which come through this 
polluted channel ; and in the supply of the neoessary articles of food 
and clothing, &o. that we * provide things honest in the sight of all 
men,* by giving the preference to goods which come through requited 
labor. 



MARIA WESTON CHAPMAN. 

The memory of a gracious deed. 

Of justice, or of love, 
How many a swelling heart shall heed. 
Of differing nation, name and creed ! 

How matjy a soul approve ! 

Come, sire ! come, mother ! bring your gift 

To aid the suffering slave ! 
Let wife and hu*sband*s generous thrift 
Unite hii bleeding form to lift. 

And from oppression save. 

Come, little children, kneeling by ! 

Devote what God hath given ! 
And raise your little hands on high, 
Till freedom hath the victory, 

And earth becomes like heaven. 

Nor time nor space absoi-bs the rays ; 

The radiance onward streams : 
The kindly deed of present days, 
Though centuries interpose their haze, 

0*er all the future gleams. 



We are not of those who dread moral influences from other lands. 
We feel that all nations, as sharers of a common nature, should be 
united in every good purpose, and that the country of La Fayette is 
not entirely foreign to Americans. We observe wilh intense interest, 
the progress of otiier countries towards emancipation, for when our 
own shall have the painful distinction of being the only slave^holding 
nation of Christendom, the success of our endeasvors to throw off 
the curse of slavery cannot be fa,r distant. . ' 

We deem there is nothing unfcminine in aiding our husbands, 
brothers, and son-s, to support the principles they have adopted, es- 
]>ecially while the cause lacks numerical strength. But evegj^ dajr 
adds to the nusiber of its supporters. The moral strength dif the 
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country is nfotiflinir from «]umber,^ud God defend the ri^fat l-^^IjetUr 
to the Dutchess De Broglie. 

She was for some years most intensely interested in the plans 
which the philanthropists in France were attempting to cariy into 
operation, for the diminution of the horrors of slavery in the Breneh 
islands ; and still more, for the remotal of slavery itself from thoee 
portions of the French possessions. Nor were her labors, and th6t« 
of her distinguished husband's in vain. A decided impression has 
been made on the public mind in France, and the day cannot he far 
distant when the abolition of slavery, either gradual or immediate, 
will take place in the French islands. — Robert Baird, 

LYDIA H. SIGOURNEY/ 

Oh ! if to Afric'8 sable race 

A fearful debt we justly owe, 
If heaven's dread book record the tnce 

Of every deed and thought beiow— 

And if for them the christian prayer 

Imploies of God to guide and saN^e, 
Then let these helpless suppliants share 

From mercy's store the mite tliey crave. 

• 

Touch deep for them the pitying breast, 

I3id bounty's stream llnw warm and free 
For who can tell amon" itie blest, 

How sweet their harp > of praise may be ? 

LYDIA MARIA CHILD. 

In order to show the true aspect of slavery among us, I will stata 
distinct propositions, each supported by the evidence of actually exist- 
ing laws. 

1. Slavery is hereditary and perpetual, to the last moment of the' 
slaveys earthly existence, and to all his descendants, to the latest 
posterity. 

2. The labor of I3ie slave is compulsory and uncompensated ; while 
the kind of labor, the amount of tod, and the time allowed for rest, aro 
dictated soleljr by the master. No bargain is made, no wages given. 
A pure despotism governs the human brute ; and even his covering 
and provender, both as to quantity and quality, depend entirely on tJhe 
master's discretion. ^ 

3. The slave being considered a personal chattel, may be sold, oi 
pledged, or leased, at the will of his master. He may be exchanged 
for marketable commodities, or taken in execution for the debts, or 
taxes, either of a living, or a deceased master. Sold at auction, 
"either individually, or m lots to suit the purchaser," he may remain 
with hia family, or be separated from them for ever. 
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\ 8ARAH M. GIUnfKE^— ANGELINA E« GRIMKE. 

4. Slaves can make no contracts, and have no legal right to any 
property, real or personal. Their own honest earnings, and the lega> 
cies of friends, belong, in point of law, to their maslors. 

5. Neither a ?lave, nor free colored person, can he a witness against 
any white or free man, in a court of justice, however atrocious may 
have been the crimes they have seen him commit • but tliey may ^ive 
testimony against a fellow-slave, or free colored man, even in cases 
aflfecting life. 

6. The slave may be punished at his master's discretion — without 
trial — without any means of legal redress, — whether his off«nce be 
real or imaginary: and the master can transfer the same despotic 
power to any person, or persons, he may choose to appoint. 

7. The slave is not allowed to resist any free man under any cir- 
cumstances: his only safety consists in the fact that his owner may 
brin^ suit and recover the price of his body, in case his life is taken, or 
his limbs rendered unfit for labor. 

8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, or obtain a change of masters, 
though cruel treatment may have rendered such a change necessary 
for their personal safety. 

9. The slave is entirely unprotected in his domestic relations. 

10. The laws greatly obstruct the manumission of slaves, even 
where the master is willmg to eiifrancliise them. 

1 i. The operation of the laws tends to dci/.lve slaves of religious 
instruction and consolation. 

12. The whole power of tlir laws is exerted to keep slaves in astu'.e 
of the lowest ignorance. 

13. There is in this country a monstrous inequality of law and ri^ht. 
What is a trifling fault in a white man, is considered highly criminal 
in the slave ; the same offences which cost a white man a ^ow dollars 
only, are punished in the negro wila d. ..tli. 

14. The laws operate most oppressively upon free people of color. — 
Appeal in favor oj HuiL class of Amtnccus called Africans, 

SARAH jVI. GRIMKE.—ANGELINA E. GRIMK^:. 

Let them protest against the use of the national prisons for the 
iniquitous purpose of confining slaves, and free people of color taken 
up on suspicion of being runaways. Let Northerners petition for the 
abolition of slavery in the territory of Florida, and the entire breaking up 
of tlie inter-state slave-trade. Let them respectfully ask for an altera- 
tion in that part of the constitution by which they are bound to assist 
the South in quelling servile insurrections. Let them see to it that they 
send no man to congress who would give his vote to the admission of 
another slave state into the national Union. Let them protest against 
the injustice and cruelty of delivering the fugitive slave back to his 
master, as being a direct infringement of the Divine command. Dcut. 
xxiii, 15, 16. Let them petition their diflerent legislatures to grant a 
jury trial to the fiiendless, helpless runaway, and for the repeal of those 
laws which secure to the slaveholder his legal right to his slave, afler be 
has voluntarily brought him within the verge of their jurisdiction, and 
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ibrtheeniictmentorsuch laws as- will protect the colored man, woinan, 
and phild, from the fangs of the kidnapper, who is constantly walkin^^ 
about in the northern stales, seeking whom he may devour. Let th« 
northern churches refuse to receive slaveholders at their communion 
^les, or to permit slaveholding ministers to'enter their pulpits. Let 
those northern ministers who go to the South *^ Cry aloud and apart 
not, iif^ up their voices like a trumpet and show the p^K^ple their tran9> 
gressiohs, and the house of Jacobs their sins ;" — let the^n refuse to 
countenance the system of slavery by owning slaves themselvesL 
Let northern men who go to the South to make their fortunes, sec to it, 
that those fortunes are not made out of the unrequited labor of th« 
slave. Let northein merchants refuse to receive mojt^agcs or taka 
slaves, seeing that this is a virtual acknowlcd^^^ement that man can hold 
man as property. Let them carefully avoid participating in any way 
in the African sla^-trade. Let northern njanufacturers refuse to 
.purchase the cotton for the cultivation of which the laborer has re- 
ceived no wages. Let the grocer refuse to buy the sugar and rice of 
the South, so long as " the Irre of the laborers who have reaped down 
their fields is kept back by fraud." Let the merchant refuse to 
receive the articles manufactured out of slave-^rown cotton, and let 
the consumer refuse to purchase either the nee, su^ar, or cotton 
articles, to produce which ha« cost the slave his unpaid labor, his teank ' 
and his blood Every Northerner may in tliis way bear a faithful 
testimony against slavery at the South, by withdrawing Iris pecuiiiary 
support 

Fesiale Anti-Slavery Society Putnam Co., Illinois. 

Why should women, so efficient as co-workers with men in every 
benevolent and virtuous cause, suffer their enci'gics to lie dormant 
while nearly three millions of our countrymen, crushed and bleeding 
and writhing in' agony, are lifting up imploring hands and pleading 
with us for help ; nay, while many of our own sex are iinbrutcd, 
flcoargcd, tortured, manacled, torn from thoir families, bereaved of 
their children, deprived of protection for their own persons, mado 
subject to every evil that renders life a burden ; while, as far as law 
and custom can effect it, they arc denied t{ic support and consolar 
tions of the gospel. 

It is obvious to every attentive observer that slavery is the great 
crying sin t»f our country ; it is the greatest moral and political evil 
that afHicts our nation^ and blols its fair fame; it is certainly ths 
most galling and debasing physical evil that bvcr dcgt-aded man. 
Then should it claim our first attention. Did we bat reflect for \ 
moment that Gvevy day's delay sends hundreds of our brethrea 
mourning to an untimely grave. — Western Citizen, 

Female Anti-Slavery Association op Heniiy County, Iowa. 

As women of free republican America, we believe the fieedomof 
speech and the right of petition are as sacredly guaranteed to us by 
our government ; and that liberty in this way to exert a moral in- 
fluence is, by the same authority and the concurrent voice of nature 
and reason, emphatically proclaimed to be otir btrth<rii(ht ; and that 
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18 intelligent and accountable beings, it is our duty ihvm to act,- es- 
pecially in regard to subjects oC vital importance lo the welfare of 
our country. 

' The Globe contains the remarks of Mr. Rayner, a itepresentative 
from N. Carolina, in which women are represented as the worst and 
most dangerons part of creation. But it seems he oouU not call to 
mind inf of the noble and rirtuons deeds of those of our sex ia olden 
time— -no recollection of Miriam, one of the associate leaden of an* 
oient Israel ; nor of Deborah the prophetess, who Judged that nation 
and dehrered it from it« enemies. His memory has failed hkn in re-' 
gard to the important serrices rendered to the captive Jews by Esther 
the Queen, in delivering them from their enemies, through her in* 
tercessions with Ahanienis the King, and i^so in regard to the re* 
markable manner in which Rome was once saived by feramle virtue* 
By the instigation of Valeria, eister ef the famous Valerius Publico- 
la, the women joining their efforts wrought upon the feelings and 
seasUnlities of Home's inveterate enemy, (Just as we desire to de^ by 
our petiti<«s on thesr oT the negroes' enemies,) and ultimately ^ 
fecled that wtnch all Rome's ministeis of religion failed to accom 
plish. • » « 

We forbear a further exposure of the nuraerous revolting, hrdeceni 
and cruel acts before us, of even a more flagitious and disgracefbl 
character, the bare recital of many of which, would shock that true 
modesty and proyriety which womeir lAolitionista of tlie north are de* 
sirous to bring into repute, and establish among tite people* We- 
would by no means insinuate that southern women are all of thi» 
class, for we doubt not, there are n»any whose sense of propriety, 
were it not on account of personal safety, would prompt them to join 
us in our efforts. Such we esteem as our bdoved sisters, and earnest- 
ly hope that the time may soon arrive, in whieb fhey may^ without 
^idangering their Uvea, publicly espouse our cause. 

DRUSILLA UNTHANK, Secretary. 

[The firmness of Queen Isabella enabled Columbus to p^sent a 
new world to the old and ehange tlie destinies of both. Catharine 1st.. 
by her address, effected the treaty of Pruth, and saved the Russian 
army and empire. Mary W. Montague, by introducing inocnlaCum 
fVom the east into Europe, saved the health and lives of millions, 
having first tried it on her own child. Madame Tallien f5*om her 
solitary dungeon, iiwpired the men of France with the energ^r to di» 
vert the guillotine from the wholesale slaughter of virtuous citizens to 
the necks of misguided rolersr And recently) when the monument 
of Bunker Hill had for years been languishing in premature dilapi^ 
dation, the ladies of Boston, l^ a single effort, fhrnished the com- 
plement.] — Petiticn to the N'. TorJc Legislature, that married wo^ 
nien he entitled to their awn property. 



ANDOVER FEMALE A. S. SOCIETY. 

We feel that woman has a place in this God.like work, for wo. 
man's woai, and woman's wrongs, are borne to us on every breeze 
tiMit blows from the soath,^woman has a place, for she forms a part 
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IB God% created intelKgent inBtramenUlity to feform the wwrld. Qdi 
nsver made her to bd inaoiiTe-^nor in ail caoes to foUo# in the wake 
of man. When man proves recreant to hia daty, and falthkM to his 
Maker, woman, with hor feeling heart, ahooM rouse hiin— «hoald 
■tart his sympathie»«-shottId cry in bis ear, and raiaa such a alonn 
of generous sentiment, as shall never let him sleep again. We be- 
lieve God gave woman a heart to feel — an eye to weep-— a hand to 
work— a tongue to speak. Now let her ose that tongue to speak on 
slavery. Is it not a curse-^a heaven^daring abomination ? Let her 
employ that hand, to labor for the slave* Does not her sister in 
bonds, labor night and day without reward 7 Let her heart grieve* 
and her eye fill with tears, in view of a female's body dishonored — a 
^male's mind debased-^^Hi female's soul ferever ruined ! Woaiair aoth- 
iag to do with slavery 7 Abhorred the thought I ! We will pray to 
*raor it more and mone. Is not woman abueed-— women tranqiled 
upoii-^-woman spoiled of her virtue, her probity, her influence, her 
]oy t and this, not in India-^not in- China — ^not in Turkey^-^oot in 
Afi'ica-^bat in Americana the United Slates of America— in the 
birthplace of Washington, the father of freedom, the pfoteetor of 
woman, the friend of equality and human rights ! 

We are under many obligations to Rev. Oharlea Fitch of Boston, 
fer a powerfki discourse, one wtok since, on fiie abominations of 
•elavety. He made this direful system appear more abominable than 
robbery, drunkenness, murder, or even the basest forms of lioenti- 
ousness, considered singly and akme. Slavery is to be depiecated, 
more than any of these. And why 7 Beoaoae it is the homing, 
blasting, withering feeus of them all. Nothing so feul, but slavery 
festers it»-nothing,8o uncleao> but slavery revels in it— nothing so 
contemptible, but slavery covers it— nothing so murderous, but sla- 
vexy perpetrates it. Who will say< language is adequate to set forth 
the horrors of such a system ! ^ts abomtoation verily beggar descrip- 
tion ! To realize them, is to be speechless in the depths of inexpree* 
sible feelings 

ELIZABETH EMERY, PntidMt, 

MjCky p. Abbott, Ree, Secretary. 



PROVIDENCE LADIES A. S. SOCIETY. 

Resolved, That we act ^s moral agents aiid christians fearlessly in 
this caase — ^tbinking and acting in view of our aceouatability to our 
Maker — ^remembering tliat our rights are sacred and immutable, and 
feuiided on the liberty of the gospel, that great emancipation act for 
women. We further resolve, that we will not be turned aside from 
the object we have espoused, by the intimidations of ridicule, or the 
intoxicating flattories of men and women, wkose god is their selfish 
ness, nor be cajoled into a seI6sh conceit of our auperiortty over the 
millions of females in our country, whose unuttered and unutterable 
cries of agony from oppression, will, as they rise to heaven, shake 
terribry our guilty land ; but we will turn oUr eyes, for example^ and 
imitation, to those philanthropists in Europe and America, who, 
through seUUIenfal and persAcnticm, have httooma vioiMersin tho eauae 
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of eR>ftnc)pation, some of whom we have seen face to face ; and 
while the J command our revcreace, thej call forth our gratitude as 
womea for the tshadowing out Uiey have given of our rights, by meana 
of the full light which their benevolent efforts have. shed on the 
equality of the rights of man. 

Sarah Pratt, Secretary* 



THE LADIES OF DARLINGTON, 

To the Ladies A. S, Association of Neio^En gland. 

We rejoice in the victory which the long protracted struggle of 
Great Britain has achieved, in having at length succeeded, to a great 
extent, in breaking the fetters of slavery in her own coIouies» But 
«ar object is universal freedom — the breaking of every yoke, the de- 
liverance of the oppressed, of every kindred, and tongue, and peo* 
pie, and nation. We regard, therefore, with flings of the deepest 
•orroWt the existence of slavery and the slave trade, with all their 
attendant abominations, in the southern states of America. Odious 
Ma such a system must be, under any circumstanees, its existence is 
doubly deplorable and culpable in a land calling itself free, and 
amongst a people professing the christian name. So glaring an in- 
consistency must injure the cause of Liberty in the world at iarge, 
whilst it affords to the cspousex of infidelity his most cogent argu« 
ment against oar holy religion. 

The heart-stirring addresses of George Thompson have been emi< 
nently instrumental, in this country, in awakening feelings of ab« 
horrcnce towards American slavery. We cannot better convey to 
you our sentiments on the subject than by saying they are in unison 
with his. 

We contemplate, with peculiar delight, -the powerful and sulutary 
influence you must exert over public feeling, by the faithful and fear- 
less testimony you bear against the prejudices, corruptions, and op- 
pressions which disgrace your nation. Truth and humanity, reason 
and revelation, are on your side. Your cause must, therefore, even* 
tually triumph. We would encourage you to persevere with unre- 
mitting energy, in the use of all christian efforts, until the meridian 
splendor of that glorious day, which shall witness the last link to be 
broken which binds the slave — until all the odious distinctions found- 
ed on color sliall be buried in oblivion, and the injured sons of Africa 
in your land restored to the full enjoyment of all the rights aud pri- 
vileges of humanity. 

EuzA&STH Pease, 

Jesss Elizabeth Wsmyss. 



FRANCES HARRIET WHIPPLE. 

If our gospel' teachers will not lead us, we must lead them ! I 
•peak, with all deference — and yet I repeat, emphatically — wo must 
lead them ! To begin, we must ponder the right way — ^and, having 
ascertained, we must pursue it, fearlessly, imdeviatingly. Kindly re- 
manatratiKig with .opp<wer«— btjearijig opposition and abuse with a 
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* meek and quiet spirit ;* but at the same time, yieldingr no opinion, 
conceding no principle, withholding no truth, which conscience tells 
us it is right to hold and maintain. Such a course of conduct wiU 
have its authority. One aAer another will notice, inquire, listen, 
and finally believe. 

There ara, perhaps, not far from a million of our sisters — sisters 
by the universal affinity of our race — sisters by every principle of 
love taught by Him whom we profess to follow — now in slavery. Sla. 
very ! Have ye pondered the word ? Do ye know what it means ? 
Think what it is to hold home, kindred, friends— even honor and 
virtue, at the mercy of a man who may assume, if he do not pos- 
ses ; unlimited power — and who is a miracle, if he be not a tyrant ! 
You have heard of the human market — of the measured nutriment 
— of the cruel task-^of the knotted scourge — of the darkened sonl I 
But have you known the peculiar, the monstrous aggravations, which 
attend the slavery of woman ? Have you brought home the subject 
to your hearts ? or, rather, have you gone, with your whole soul, to 
the subject, and scanned every form of horror it presents 7 If yoa 
have not, it is time you should do so ; and as their sister-p-and yours 
— as a follower of the same blessed teacher — as an aspirant to the 
same glorious promises — I feel it an imperative duty, on the present 
occasion, to urge on you the necessity of thought, of action, of dd. 
liberate, firm, but energetic action ! This is no longer a matter of 
choice, of taste, or of convenience. Duty — stern, uncompromising 
duty, calls to action ! Hesitation, unwillingness are crime — we can 
not be, at once, idle and innocent ! All can do something ; and it 
hut one word be spoken, like the good kernel, falling on good ground, 
it may bring forth fruit an hundred fbld ! 

* Let your light shine before men.' Light is, in its very nature dif. 
fusive. One afler another will catch a glimpse — a ray~-a beam. 
The darkness of midnight will gave way. The dawn will brighten— 
the morning star arisc---the sun appear, ihe sun of truth, peace, li. 
berty, — ^making glorious the day of equal, universal freedom ! This 
is no idle, no poetic speculation ! Such a day must come ; and, to 
hasten it, to bring it within the view of this generation,— -would any 
sacrifice be too great— any labor too severe ? 

Now, beloved, though I never saw, may never see you, yet my 
spirit is joined to yours by ties stronger than neighb<M*hood-society, or 
even consanguinity, ever wrought ! We are united in the bonds of 
common persecution, common scorn. We are united in one common 
labor to promote one pingle, glorious object ! Reason, Conscience 
and Religion, Hand, Heart and Soul, strengrthen, elevate, and spiri- 
tualize the tie ; and, never having looked upon each other, we feel 
that we are sisters. — Appeal to American Women, 
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* What has woman to do with slavery 7* We* are ashamed and 
sorry to say— woman has much to do with slavery. Women are 
slave-holders. Women are apologists for slavery. Women are slaves. 
Women, too^ are the greatest su&rerf . Therefore, woman has to do 



THB X.£0I01f OF LIBEltTT. 

with slav^rj — women should lie kiterosted. We all, in a greater or 
less degree, exert an infliionco on those around us. Let us, then, who 
believe slavery is wrong, conie out against it, and by our influence, 
our efforts, our prayers, liasten on the great work of emancipation. 
That women's influence is felt, none- can deny. How important, 
then» that her inHucncc should be given on the s«ide of truth, of jus- 
tice, and of mercy. O, my friends, how can we meet those down- 
ttudden fellow.bein gs at the bar of God, if we refuse to plead their 
cause against an ungodly nation ? llovv can we 4ook calmly on, and 
see immortal souls, the purchase of a Saviour's blood, made a thing 
o£ merchandize — bought and sold, regardless of all social and n» 
twal ties ? 

SARAH BAKER, Correaponding Sec. 



APPEAL 



Of THB Massachubbtts Female Emancipation Socijbty, to tub 

Frienps of Univbrsajl LlB£&Tir. 

Respected Friends, — Although the same H«aven.desccnding pri- 
vileges are enjoyed by us as in formt*r years, the millions of human 
beings who are " held as goods and chatties" in our southern states, 
still groan under the pressure of their woes. 

Robbed of that, which alone can render life a blessing, they ask 
for our aid. Parents plead in behalf of themselves and their chil- 
dren,— children for mercy to be extended to their aged parents, 
brothers for sisters, sisters for brothers, and, added to all this is the 
cry of thousands of innocents, who as in the days of Herod are sa- 
crificed on the altar of slavery to gratify the love of i» r.vt-r and gold. 
Yes, let us remember this last fearful item ; no '• -s than two hun- 
dred helpless infants are daily seized by the rapa':)us slave-holder, 
counted among his sheep and swine, "to be sold to the highest 
bidder." 

Because of the sorrows Oi" these, who are bone of our bone and 
flesh of our flesh, do we appeal to you at this time for sympathy and 
prayer in their behalf. It were needless to recaf)itulatc particular in- 
stances of suffering and wo, for had we all the varied scenes of out- 
ward misery before us, that are witnesped through the length and 
breadth of our southern territory, we should even then have but a 
faint picture of the work of death produced by this worst foe of the 
human race. May^ 1849. 
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ABIGAIL ADAMS. 

(TAe MotJia- of John Quincy Adam*.') 
I irhK most aince rely . there tcts nota slave in the ptoviDce; it al- 
ways appeared a most ioiqiiilous echpine la me. In fight oandTea, 
for what wo are diilj robbiiig and iilundcring from ihoee who iia»e 
■a good a right lo freedom as we baie. Yon know mj mind upon 
tbia (iibjcct. — Letter to krr kasband, Joha AiUam, dated BattVH, 
GMrritoa, Sept. ZHd, 1774. 

ELIZA LEE FOLLES. 

When for the riyhlsof man you fight, 

Aiul all aeonw loid and f'ieuda liare i»i. 
Remember in misforluiic'. (ilglil, 

New glorie^i rest un Tiruii^'ii head ; 
DuLj remaina, though joj \» gonf : 

On final g.iod ftien fix thine eye*, 
Disdain a!! fear and though alonCi 

Slind ready lur the eacrilice. 

Thnugli every bark uf promise linh. 
And lH>i>eV lai^t riagmint fill. ^ 

Which cures all pain, which coian (o l)[ J 
Yel juitiee, bauiKJiL'd, ba'cd, ulain. 

Is with you in the holyatrife — 
Says to your soul wo meat again, 

And promise* clurual lire. 




Art. II. — The object of (hi; Society U theenlire abolition ofalavcrj 
in llie United Slates. While it admits that each state in which slaver; 
eiiats, lias, by the Constitution of the United States, the exdusire rrght 
to UguUle in regard to its aboUtion in enid elute, it ehaH aim (o convince 
oil our fellow-cililGnB, by arsiiments addreased to Ihcir understandings 
and consciences, that BlaT<dicddina is a heinous crime in the siglit of 
God, and that the duly, safely, nnd best interests of all cwicerned, 
requires its imiiuiliate ainiulimmml, without exjulriation. The 
.Society will also endeavor, in n conalitutional wny, to influence con- 
gress to put an f nJ to tlie duineslic slave-trade, and to abolisli siavety 
tn all tjiose portions of our common country wliich coiiio under its 
control, capccialjif in the District of Columlua, — and likewi«e to prevent 
the extension of It to anyatato that inay be hereafter admitted to lbs 

Art. nt. — TWs,Soeietv shall aim to elevate the character and con- 
dition of the ppople of color, by eneoumging Ihrar intellectua], moral, 
and reli^ous improvement, and by removing public prejudice, that 
thus tlipji ma^, according to tlidr intellectual and moral worth, shars 
■n equality with tha whites, t^ civil and teli^oui privileges . 
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NEW-ENGLAND ANTI -SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The constitution and the laws have left as the means to spread and 
to carij into effect the doctrine of human rights, of universal libert^< 
The law, at least, in the free states, allows the use of all means, except 
thoi^ which ottr own conscience would forbid; the constitution of tho 
New-England Anti-SI&very Society permits no others than such as 
are- sanctioned by^aw, humanity^ and religion. It is enough that we 
have freedom to speak and to pnnt ; freedom peacefully to assemble^ 
and associate, to consult, and to petition the government of the Union 
as well as the legislature of every state, and thus by individual and 
united exertion, to act upon the public mind. Thus arr^ed with ait 
the. legitimate weapons of truth, we feel bound in conscience never to 
lay ttjem down until the principle that man can hold property in man 
IS efikced from our statute books, and held in abhorrence by pnblie 

rion* After the most careful examination, we are convinced that 
ery is unjust in itself, and' cannot be justified b^tiny laws or cir- 
cumstances} that it wars against Christianity, and is condemned b^ 
the Declaration of our Independence. We are convinced that it is 
ipjurious to every branch of industry, and more injurious still to the> 
mmd and character both of the master and the slave. Its existence is 
the chief cause of all oar pohtical dissensions ; it tends to unsettle the 

froundwork of our gavernment, so that every institution, founded on 
le common ground of our Union, is like an edifice on a volcanic so^, 
ever liable to have its foundation shaken, and the whole structure 
consumed by subterraneous fire. The danger of a servile and a ci^ril 
war is gaining every yeiar, everyday; for the annual increase of the 
slave poDulation is more than sixty tlioosand ; and every day about 
two hundred children are bom into slavery. As the more noitliem of 
the slave states, seeing the advantages of free labor, dispose of their 
slaves in a more southern market, and by degrees abotish servitude, 
the whole slave population, and with it the danger of a terrible revolu- 
tion are crowded together in the more southern states. Under ail these 
threatening circumstances, what have the southern states, what has 
congress done, to avert the impending calamity from the Union? 
Congress, wliich has full and exclusive power to abolish slavenr in tlie 
District of Columbia, and in the territories, and to abolish the domestic 
as welt as the foreign slave-trade, shrinks from touching the subject 

OHIO ANTI-SL AVERY CONVENTION.. 

The influence of slavery upon slaveholders and the slave states ar^ 
an abiding sense of insecurity and dread ; the press cowering under a 
censorsiiip ; freedom of speech struck dumb by proscription ; a standing 
army of patrols to awe clown insurrection ; the mechanic arts and au 
vigorous enterprise crushed under an incubus ; a thriftless agriculfAir^, 
smiting the land with barrenness and decay; industry £ld up to 
scorn; idleness a bad^e of dignity; profligacy no barrier to favor; lust 
emboldened- by impunity ; concubinage encouraged by premium, the 
hi^ price of the mixed race operating as a bounty upon amalgamation ; 
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prodigality, b lavishing upon the rich the plundered eammga of the 
poor, accounted hi^li-^ouied generoaitv j revenge regarded as the 
rufiiisment of honor;- aristocracy entitled republicanism, and despotism 
chivalry ; sympathy deadened by scenes of cruelty rendered familiar; 
fc.iiale anjiableness transformed into fury by habits of despotic away: 
conscience smothered by its own unfieeded monitions; manhooa 
eliminated by loose-reined indulgence, and a pervading degeneracy 
of morals and manners, resulting Trom a state of society'wbere power 
has no restraint, and the weak fa^ve none to succor. 

OHIO WESTERN RESERVE A. S. CONVENTION. 

Slavery existed in this country prior to tlie revolution : and when 
our fathers had achieved our national independence, they had yet to 
iaoient over the galling servitude in which a large portion of the in. 
habilante were held. They looked upon tliis state of things with the 
deepest regret, and uniformly spoke of it in tunes of unmingled cott- 
dcmnatiou and shame. They comited with certainty the speedy abo^ 
Ution of slavery throughout tlie states, and under this expectation 
carefully refused to recognise the fact of its existence in the consti. 
tution of the country. The revolution was essentially a strife for prin. 
ciple, and it produced in the American mind a most magnaninioue 
and elevated senee of the value of liberty, of the iuiporlance of man 
as man, and of ttte sacrodncss of those rights o( which by virtue of 
his manhood he is endowed, fiut, wherever advantage was not taken 
of this favoiable state of thing;? to strike a dcath.blow to slavery, 
Slavery in its turn produced its Icgiliinatc effect by extinguishing this 
sense of the right and of the priceless value of freedom. Three gene 
rations of her doomed and sufforing victims have passed away, and 
slavery has extended its baleful empire over tliirtccn slaios, contain- 
ing a territory exclusive of Texas. 

Throughout all this vast region, once a free soil, slavery is now 
the one and paramount law. Here, like a demon, the genius of 
slavery sits enthroned with the cup of her abominations in her baud, 
slaying her hetacombs of victims and martyrs, dealing death and tor. 
ture to all who are suspected, even in thougiit, of questioning her di. 
vine sovereignty. And not content with a dominion over one-half of 
the republic, so absolute as to set at defiance constitution and law, 
while she dailv violates the sacred right of citizenship in the persons 
of all upon whom siie can lay her bloody hands, unless they ackuow. 
ledge her paramount right ; not content with the abjeot homage paid 
her as promptly as exacted by the citizens of the north, her creatures 
now, notwithatanding the words of the grant giving congress legis- 
lative power * in all cases whatsoever,' boldly deny the atilhority of 
the nation to do away slavery in territories under the national controL 
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LEWIS C- GUNN. 

Ne scheme of cdonizalion, either (o Afrio, to Hajti, oi to snj 
distuit ptttCB in our own country, ia called for, or eipodient ; bot, 
on the conlfsry, it would be alwoiutoly injurious lo the Bouth, in 
withdnwinB ber laborers — to Ihe elivea, in remorinj them from the 
Inflnence of ciTtlizf^d, enlightened, and pious men — and to the slave- 
holders, in leading Ihem to belicvi: " there is a lion in the way." 
We, therefore, oppose every euch i>c'TSiiie, and ever^ thing that rs- 
c^nizcs, even indirectly, either the danger oi inexpediency of the 
full and immediate emancipation of every hondman. Not a day, 
not an hoar longer would we eee the image of God do&oed, and hear 
t'le cries of the wronged. Wo would ace every man, from this (Jme 
forward, walking (brth, not ai a slave, witli fear and trombling, but 
erect a^ he WBH made, with his face heavenward, and his counte- 
nance beaming forlh the happincsB of freedom, and reminding us of 
Him, in whofle imago, it is aaid, man was created. 

WILLIAM L. GARRISON. 

If at any time he had exceeded the bounds of moderation, the 
Dionslrnus (urpiluJe of the times had transpufted hiin. Nor did he 
transcend the example of CiirisC, who, when lie had to deal with 
people of like manners, called them sharply by their proper namee— 

such ae, an sdulLerona and perverse genciation — a biood of vipeta 

hypocrites— children of the devil, wiio could not escape the damn*, 
tion of hell. Tho crime of slave-holding is so atrocious, so contrary 
to every principle of humanity and eveiy law of justiee, so terrible 
in ita results, and ao impious in its claimi, that no !an£uago can pro- 
priy describe it. An able reviewer ha« forcibly said, "it eiciles 
ideas of abhorrence bayond our capacity of elprcsaion, and must h6 
wbjecl of mule latoniBhment and speechless horror." 

The old syren song is gradualiem ! Prepare men to Teceive, at 
some distant day, that which is theirs by birthright! Prepare hup 
banda 10 live with their wives, and wives to he indiuotubly allied to 
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their husbands ! Prepare parents to cherish their o\m ehildreii ! 
Prepare the hiborer to receive a jast recompense ibr his toil ! What 
sort o^ honesty or humanity is this ? " Set free'* — from what? Not, 
surely, from the restraints of law, or the obligations of society ; but 
from irresponsible power, usurped dominion, tyrannical authority. 

A heathen could exclaim, " lei justice be done though the heavens 
fall." Shall an American patriot do less? Whatever is contrary to 
homanity should be destroyed. There cannot be union where there 
is not equity, nor equity where there is op{^ssion. To talk of pre* 
Erring a human compact above all tl)e requirements of Heaven, is 
infatuation. Is it possible, that, by ceasing to shed innocent blood, 
we shall take away the cement of our National Union ? Dare any 
man, professing to believe in Christianity, say that there can be any 
object so dear as to justify cruelty, robbery, licentiousness and soul 
murder ? The thought is blasphemy I But no such aHernative is 
presented to us ; and if it were, none but practical atheists would 
hesitate to exdaim*— " Honesty before policy ! Justice before ezpek. 
diency ! Innocency before union !** 

What is the sentence which Great Britain has passed upon the eoio* 
nization society ? It is one of utter condemnation 7 What is the 
language of such men as Lord Suffield, and Zachary Macaulay, and 
Fowell Buxton, and James Cropper, and William Allen, and Daniel 
O'Connell, and last but first of all, Wiluam WzLgERFoacE 7 — Hear 
it i.1^" We feel bound to affirm, that our deliberate judgment and cbn« 
▼iction are, that the professions made by the Colonization Society, of 

Sromoting the abolition of slavery, are altogether delusive. To the 
estruction of slavery throughout the world, we are compelled to 
say, that we believe the Colonization Society to bean obstruction .~^ 
w hile we believe, its pretexts to be delusive, we are convinced that 
its real effects are of the most dangerous nature. It takes its 
root from a cruel prejudice and alienation in the whites of America 
against the colored people, slave or free. — That society is, in our es- 
tunatioQ, not deserving of the countenance of the British public.** 

Slaveholders an J their northern abettors have affected to sneer at 
the labors of women ii^ tbe anti^lavery enterprise, but they really 
trembled in view of these labors. For what good cause had ever been 
heartily espoused by women, that has not ultimately triumphed over 
all opposition ? The emancipation of eight hundred thousand slaves 
in the West Indies is mainly owing, under God, to the quenchless 
devotion, and tireless zeal, and indomitable perseverance of the wo- 
men of England. The slave system in this country will find hi the 
women of Auierica most formidable antagonists. — Speech in Penn 
g^hania Hail. 

Would to God this (July 4th,) were truly — what it is not, though 
lying lips declare it to be--4he Jubilee op Freedom ! That jubilee 
cannot come, so lone as one slave is left to grind in his prison-house. 
It will come only when liberty is proclaimed throughout all the land, 
unto all the*inhabitants thereof. O the * fantastic tricks' which the 
American people are this day • playing before high heaven* ! O their 
awfiil desecration of an anniversary, which should be sacred to jus- 
tice, equality, and brotherly love I O tbeu* profane use of the sacred 



Mine of Liberty ! O their impious appeals to the God of the op. 

Sressed, for his divine benediction, while thoy are making mercban* 
ize of I^is image ! Do they not blush 7 ^ay, they glory in their 
shame ! Once a year they take special pains to exhibit themselves to 
the world, in all their republican deformity and ohristian barbarity, 
insanely supposing that tliey thus excite the envy, admiration and 
applause of mankmd. The nations are looking at the dreadful spec* 
tacle with disgust and amazement. However sunken and degraded 
they may be, they are too elevated^ too virtuous, too humane, to be 
guilty of suoh ^conduct, ' Their voice is heard, saying,—-* Americans ! 
we hear your boasts of liberty*«>-your shouts of independence*-'your 
declarations of eternal hostility to every form of tyranny^-your as 
sertions that all men are created free and equal, and endowed by their 
Creator with an inalienable right to liberty— 'the merry peal of your 
boUs, and the deafening roar of artillery « but, mingling wUh all these, 
and rising above t|icra all, we also hear the clanking of chains I the 
shrieks and wailings of millions of your own countrymen/ whom you 
wickedly hold in a state of slavery as much more uightful than the 
oppression which your fathers resisted unto blood, as the tortures of 
the inquisition surpass the stints of an insect I We see your banner 
floating proudly in the bi^ecze n-em every^ flag-staff and mast-head in 
tlie laud ; but its bIood*red stripcis are enwlematical of yoor own 
' slave-driving cruelty, as vou apply the lash to the flesh of your guilt- 
less victim, even the flesh of a wife and mother, shrieking for the res. 
toration of the babe of her bosom, sold to the remorseless slave-specu- 
lator ! We catch the gleam of your illuminated hills, every where 
blazing with bonflres ; we mark your gay prdcessions ; we note the 
number, of your orators ; we listen to the recital of your revolutiona- 
ry achievements;^ we see you kneeling at the shrine of Freedom, as 
oer best, her truedt, her sincerest worshippers ! Hypocrite^ ! liars ! 
adulterers I tyrants ! men.9tealers I atheists I Professing to believe in 
the natural equality of the human raee, — ^yet dooming a sixth portion 
of your immense population to beastly servitude and ranking them 
among your goods uid chatties ! Professing to believe in the exis- 
tence of a God,-*yet trading in his image, and selling those in the 
shambles, for whose redemption the Son of God laid down his life ! 
Professing to be Christians,— yet withholding the Bible, the means of 
religious instruction, even the knowledge of the alphabet, from a be. 
nighted multitude^ under terrible penalties I Boasting of your de. 
mocracy,— yet determining the rights of men by the texture of their 
hair, and the color of their skin ! Assuming to be * the land of the 
free and the home of the brave»'-«^yet keeping in chains more slaves 
than any other nation, not excepting slave-cursed Brazil ! Prating 
of your morality and honesty, — yet denying the rites of marriage to 
twenty^five hundred thousand human beings, and plunderinpf them of 
all their hard earnings I Aflecting to be horror-struck in new of the 
foreigD^8lave.trade,«^yet eagerly pursuing a domostio traffic equally 
cruel and unnatural, and reducing to slavery not less than seventy 
thousand new victims annually ! Vaunting of your freedom of speecn 
and of the pres»^your matchless constitution and your gbrioas union, 
yet denouncing as traitors, and treating as outlaws, those who have 

10* 



THE LCGIOir.Or tlStRTT. 

the courage and fidelity to plead fbr immediate, untrammelled, uiif^ 
Tersal emancipation ! Monsters that ye are ! how caii ye expect to 
escape the Bcorn of the world, and the wrath of heaven ? £aianci-~ 
pate your slaves, if you would redeem your tarnished character, — if 
you would obtain forgivenese here, and salvation hereafter ! Until 
yoo do so, * there will be a stain upon your national escutcheon, which 
all the waters of the Atlantic cannot wash out T 

We are accused of using hard language. I admit the charge. I* 
for one, say in extenuation, that I have not been able to find a soft 
word in the English tongue to describe villainy* or identify the perpe^ 
trator of it. 'rte man who makes a chattel of his brother— what is 
he? The man who keeps back the hire of his laborers by fraud-— 
iK^hat is he ? They who prohibit fJie cirbulation of the Bible— what 
are they 7 They who compel two millions of men and women to 
herd together, in promiscuous intercourse, like brute beasts-^-what 
are they ? -They who sell mothers by the pound, and children in lottf 
to suit purdtascrs-^what are they 7 I care not what terms are ap- 
plied to them, provided they Ha apply. If they are not thieves, if 
.they are not adulterers, if they arc not tyrants, if they are not raen- 
Btealers, I should like to krK>w what is their true character, and \sf 
what nanfe» thisy may be called. 

GERRIT SMITH. 

I love the it^ «nd happy foim of civil government under which 
, I live : not because it confers new rights on rae- My righte all spring 
from an infinitely nobler sourc^-^rom the favor and grace of God* 
Our political <nd coBStittttional rights, so called, are but the natui-al 
and inherent right's of man, asserted, carried oufc and secured by 
rnodes of human contrivance* To no human charter am I indebted 
for my rights* llhey p^tain to my original constitution. 

The right of free dfiscuesion i» among our inbereiit rights. When, 
therefore, We would defend this right, let us not defend it so much 
with the jeakwsy of an American—a republican—as though it were 
but an Aiseti^Sn or a repoWican right, and could claim no higher 
origin than human will and human statutes; but let us defend it a» 
men, feeling th«t to lose it is to lose a part of ourselves f let us de- 
fend it as men, determined to maintain, even to their extreme boun^- 
dary, the rights tod powers which God has given to us for our use- 
fulness and enjoyment ; and the surrender of an iota of which ie 
treason against Heaven* 

It is not to be disguised, that a war has broken out between the 
North and the South, Political and commercial men are industri- 
ous by striving to restore peace ; but the, peace, which they would ef- 
fect, is superficial, false and temporary. True, permanent peace 
can never be restored, until slavery, the occasion of the war, has 
ceased. The swwd, which is now drawn, will never be returned to 
its scabbard," until victory, entire, decisive victory is ours or theirs ; 
not, until that broad, and deep, and damning stain on our country's 
escutcheon is clean washed out— that plague spot on our coontryV 



housix goaci fttrerer ;— or* until slavery hts riveted anew her present 
AhainB, and broogbt our heads also to. bow beneath her witherinff 
power. It is idlest is criminal, to hopexfbr the restoration of 
peace, on mnyidher condition* — Speech at forming the N. Y, AntU 
Slavery Soeietfat Peterboroy 1835. 

Daring th6 twenty.two years ofthe existence of the Colonization 
Society, not so many slaves have been emancipated and given to it 
for expatriation, as are bom in a single week. As a proof that the 
aympathiei of the sooth are all with the slave-holding and real cha- 
racter of ihifi two-faced institution, and not at all with the abolition 
purposes and tendencies, which it professes at the north, none of its 
presidents, (and slave-holders only are deemed worthy to preside over 
it,) has ever contributed from his stock of slaves to sw^U those bands 
^ emigrants, who, leaving our shores in the character of ** nui- 
BftBces,** are instantly transformed, to use your own language, into 
** missionaries, carrying with them credentials in tiie holy cause of. 
Christianity, civilization, and froe institutions.*' 

I add, that we of the north must feel concerned about slavery 
m the dave states, because of our obligation to pity the deluded, hard-- 
hearted, and. bloody (^pressors in those states : and to manifest our 
love for tliem by rebuking their unsurpassed sin. And, notwithstand- 
ing pro-slavery statesmen at the north, who wink at the iniquity of 
slave-holding, and pro^slavery clergymen ftt the north, who cry, 
•• peace, peace** lo the slave-holder, and sew •* pillows to armholes,** 
tell us, that by our honest and open rebuke of the slave-holder, we 
shall incur bis enduring {latred ; we> nevertheless, believe tliat " open 
rebuke is better than secret love,** and that, in the end, we shall en-' 
joy moi-c southern -favor than ihey, whose secret love is too prudent 
and spurious to deal faithfully with the objects of its regard. 

I have a somewhat extensive acquaintance at tlie north ; and I 
can li'uly say, that I do not know a white abolitionist, who is the 
reputed father of a colored clukl. At tlie south there are several 
hundred thousand persons, whose yellow skins testify, that the white 
man*6 blood courses through their veins. Whether the honorable 
portion of their parentage is to be ascribed exclusively to the few abo. 
iitionists scattered over the south-— and who, under such supposition, 
must, indeed, be prodigies of industry and prolificnes&-*or whether 
anti-abolitionists tliere, have, notwithstandii^; all their pious horror 
of *' amalgamation,** been contributing to it, you x;an better judge 
than myself. 

It appears to me highly hnprobable, that emancipation would be 
followed by the migration of the emancipated. Emancipation, which 
has already added fifty per cent, to the value of estates in the British 
West Indies, would immediately add as much to the value of the soil 
of the south. Much more of it woiild be brought into um ; and, 
notwithstanding the undoubted truth, that the freedman performs 
twice as much labor as when a slave, the south would require, in- 
stead of any diminution, a very great increase of the number of her 
laborers 
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The slave-holders of the soutii represent slavery as a h«a\reii*b(Mii 
institution — ^themselves as patriarchs aod patterns of benevolenoe--— 
and their slaves, as their tenderly treated and happy depemfents. 
The abolilionisis, on the contrary, think that slavery is from helt— - 
that slave-holders are the worst of robbers — and that their slaves are 
the wretched victims of unsurpassed cruelties. Now, how do ab^ 
litionists propose to settle the points at issue ? — by fanciflil pictures 
of the abominations of slavery to counteiTail the like pictures of ita 
blessedness ? — ^by mere assertions against slavery, to balance mere as- 
sertions in its favor ? No — but by tlie perfectly reasonable and fair 
means of examining slavery in the light of its own code — of judging 
of the character of the slave-holder in the light of his own conduct 
— and of arguing the condition of the slave from unequivocal evi' 
denccs of the light in which the slave himself views it. To this end 
we publish extracts from the southern slave code, which go to show 
- that slavery subjects its victims to the absolute control of their erring 
iellow men' — that it withholds from them marriage and the Bibl&-« 
that it classes thcin with, brutes and things— and annihilates the dis. 
^notions between mind and matter. To this end we republish in 
part, or entirely, pamphlets and books, in which southern men-ex* 
nibit, with their own pens, some of the horrid features of slavery. 

Some of die advertisements of this class identify the fugitive slave 
by the scars, which the whip, or the manacles and fetters, or the 
rme had made on his person. Some of them offer a reward for his 
head ! — and it is to this same end, that we often refer to the ten thou- 
sands, who have fled from southern slavery, and the fifty fold that 
number, who have unsuccessfully attempted to fly from it. How 
unuttei:able must be the horrors of the southern prison-house, and 
how strong and undying the inherent love of, lihetiy^ to induce these 
wretched fellow beings to brave the perils which cluster so thickly 
and frightfully around their attempted escape ? That love is indeed 
undying. — Letter to Henry Clay. 

WILLIAM RAWLE. 

In the month of March, 1818, upon tJie decease of Dr. Caspar 
Wistar, another of the Spartan band, Mr. Rawie was unanimously 
elected president of the Pennsylvania Abolition Society, and so con- 
tinued until the hour of his death. How deeply he commiserated in 
the condition of the unhappy bondemen, 'a life of generous devotion 
to the melioration of that condition abundantly shows. 

His struggles in behalf of those who were inca{>able of struggling 
for themselves, wei*e constant and unwearied. In such a contest, 
^hich he nobly sustained for upwards of forty years, what could sup- 
port him ? Nothing but the buoyant consciousness of undeviating 
rectitude. For such unceasing ciForts what could reward him 7 
Nothing but the cheering smiles of approving heaven, here, and its 
measureless glories hereafter. The objects of his bounty were those 
fi'om whom he could expect no return j tliey were of the pro'icribed 
and outlawed race ; and even when asserting their violated rignt«, he 
himself, in the eye of their oppressors, was often oondenuied to share 
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in their odimn, indmlmdtt partake df their penalties. It required no 
ordinary mind, no oommon place influences, thus at the same time 
to encounter the shafts of prejudice and pride in behalf of a class of 
men, who» fettered themselves, could impart no aid to the conflict, 
no consolations to the yanquished— oo trophies to the victor. What 
laurels shall spring from the barren and arid soil of Afriea ? What 

' reward shall her benighted and enslaved children bestow, to requite 
past exertion, or stimulate to renewed oflbrts, while every where con* 

. fronted by daoger^-every where disheartened by dismay 7 For such 
devotion there can be but one motive, and tliat is, humanity ; three 
can be but one recompense, and that Is the blessing of the bleeding 
and broken heart, upon which the seal shall be wafledtothe bosom 
bf its God. Hid doctrines upon this subject, which were the doc* 
trines of Franlilin, of Lafayette, of Rush, of Wilberfbtce, may be 
scoffed at by some— condemned by others-^they may not have bean 
safe doctrines to live by, but they were safe to die by, and, fi>r my 
single self, I should ask no prouder inscription for my humble tomb, 
than<^BJiKB Luta thb FaiENo of TiiK f&ixndi^bss afjucan. — David 
PatU Brown. 

FRANCIS JACKSON. 

If a large majority of this community choose to turn a deaf ear' to 
the wrongs, which are inflicted upon their countrymen in other por* 
tions of the land~-if they are content to turn away from the sight of 
oppression, and " pass 6y on tlie other side" — so it must be. fiut « 
when they undertake in any way to impair or annul my right to 
speak, write, and publish upon any subject, and more especially upon 
enormities^ which arc the common concern of every lover of his 
country and his kind — so it must not be— so it shall not be, if I for 
one can prevent. Upon this great rieht let us hold on at all hazards. 
And should we, in its exercise, be driven from public halls to private 
dwellings, one house at least shall be consecrated to its preservation. 
And if, in defence oi this sacred privilege, which man did not eive 
me, and shall not (if I can help it) talie from me, this roof and tbese 
walls ehall be leveUed to the earth, let them fall if they must ; they 
cannot crumble in a better cause. They will appear of Very Iitt£i 
value to me, afler their owner shall have been whipt into silence. 

Mobs and gag laws, and {he other contrivances by which fraud or 
4 force would stiik inquiry, will not long work well m this communi* 
ty. They betray the essential rottenness of the cause, they are meant 
to strengthen. These outrages are doing their work with the reflect 
ing. lutppily, one point seems already to be gaining universal as. 
sent, that slavery cannot long survive free discussion. Hence the e£. 
fbrls of the friends and apologists of slavery to break down this riffht. 
And hence the immense stake, which the enemies of slavery hold, in 
behalf of freedom and mankind, in its preservation. The contest if 
therefbre substantially betin^een liberty and slavery. 

As slavery xannot exist with free discussion — ^so neither can liberty 
breathe igithottt it. Losing this, we, too, shall not be freemen in 
deed, but little, if at all, superior to the millions we now seek to 
emancipate. 
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Tbe Antx-Markiage Law op MAssAcnusiETTS 

GEORGE BRADBURN. 

Thaf snch a law (probib'rting marriajrr) a law, bo ulterTj derogato- 
ry to all those principles of freedom and equality, which every New 
Engflander, at least, is supposed to reverence — a law, which graduates 
human rights by the hue of the skin, which would brand with infamy 
more than one of America's statesmen and most eloquent orators, 
which tramples in the dust the divine institution of marriage, and le> 
galizes the most high-handed robbery of the innocent and the help* 
MSB — ^that such a law should be suffered to remain so long on the sta- 
tute book of Massachusetts, I 'regard as among the fkcts destined, tt 
once, to task the credulity, and excite the wonder and reprobation 
of posterity. Posterity may find some e:tcusc,. perhaps see some rea. 
son, for the conduct of our puritanical fathers, in breaking the necks 
of heretics, and putting men and women to death for ** the sin of 
witchcrafl.'' Some palliation of that conduct may be found in the 
general darkness of the age, in which those fathers lived. But how 
posterity can palliate or excuse the continuance, by men living among' 
tbe lights of the present age, of a statute so odious, so unjust, and 
80 ridiculously absurd and contemptible withal, as the one in ques- 
tion, it is quite impossible to conceive. But the fact, that, when re- 
spectable women, moved by the wrongs inflicted by this law, advca- 
turedtoprayforits repeal, thry were answered with libaldjesls.with sar- 
casms, lampoons, and sneers, were denounced as alfocting with the 

* insanity of fanaticism,' tauntcl with seeking to aniii;! a • s*at.ute of 
decency,* and assailed, directly, ojienly, and uni»!u.< un^'.y, with Im* 
putations even upon their virtue, not only by gen iomcn, so called, 
standing in their places as mcnibf rs of the MassachurHjtts house of 
representatives, but also in the deliberate, printed reports drawn up 
by the chairmen of grave legislative committeee — this is a fact, cal- 
culated more than all others perhap«, to excite in posterity, if indeed 
posterity can be made to credit it, deep feeling? of surprise, of amaze- 
ment, of indignant, burning reprobation. But posterity will do jus. 
ticc to both tbe object and the motives of the petitioners. And when 

* future historians shall form an estimate of the manners and morals 
of the age,' those petitioners, having declined availing themselves of 
the * opportunity,' which the chairman of one of the committee just 
alluded to, with liberality almost peculiar to himself, was disposed to 

* afford' them, * to remove their names from the rolls on whiph they 
are written,* they will be honorably set down as among the few, that 
were willing to do something, not less for the reformation of those 

* manners and morals,* than for the extension to all of the enjoy- 
ment of equal rights and privileges ; while their traducers, too insig. 
nificant to be * damned to everlasting fame,' though not too impotent, 
perhaps, to have aided somewhat as well in corrupting the * manners 
and morals of the age,* as in perpetuating that corruption will be 
passed over, and allowed to sink quietly into oblivion. 
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GEORGE BRADBURN. 

If we should be involved in a wai*, and obliged to expend an ah 
most countless sum in cariying it on, the south has very politely in- 
formed us, that if we will furnish the qncnt she will mrnisb the ol^ 
fleers ; and the expenses may come out of the pockets of those who 
have the money. Not satibfied, however, with requiring uS to sujp. 
port the American slave trade, we are also called upon to support the 
African, and to let the stripes and stare of our bosisted republio float 
unfurled to tlie breeze, at the mast-head of every pirate-oraft which 
is engaged in the nefarious traffic. We arc as a nation committed in 
defence. of slavery; ahd we could Uot^ under present circumstances, 
be tioily and consistently represetited in Eurbpean courts, by any but 
those identified with slave-holding interests. 

. But why is it that we must not let our flag be invaded, in order t^ 
assist. in putting a slop to the slave trade ? Why, Uncle Sam's dig-^ 
nity must not be touched ! Uncle Sam has so much dignity, that Ee 
will not suffer any one to inquire who is sailing under his colors. 
Uncle Sam will be satisfied with nolhing short of giving his dignity, 
.ftad his power, and bis name, to the support of a trade which is at 
wa^ with every principle of humanity an J justice, and is dotermined 
to let foreign nations know it. 

WILLIAM GOODELL. 

The National GovEiuNiiENT is Goveiu«»d by SLAVEay.— rin the 
very orgartization of that government tiio slave power exerted a 
moulding influence. It secuiod lo itself the prepondcrancy, wliich 
it has ever since mainlaincU, in the apportionment of repi«sentatives 
in Congress. By ibis nieans, the slave slates send, at present, one 
hundred rcpresenlatives, though their white population entitles them 
to only seventy.fivc. They have twenty-six senators in congress, 
when tbo ])rinciple of equal representation would give them but thir- 
teen. Tljey have one Imndred and twenty- six electoral votes for 
president, when they would have but eighty-eight were they placed 
on an equal and just footing with the free states. This power is tho 
secret of northern Bycophancy lo the south. 

The exercise of the slave power over the nation, through the general , 

fovernment and for its own purposes is seen the following particulars. 
. On every <lisputed question, either of political economy, or in re- 
ference lo the supposed interests of the slave states, the constant and 
commonly successful argument urged in and out of congress for tlie 
last forty yea s has been the threat of dissolving tlie union, 2. Id 
giving shape to our naturalization, militia, and post-office laws, and 
in the govcrnuicnt of the federal district, no effort has been spared to 
degrado tlje free people of color. 3. * The va.»t domain acquired by 
the purchai?o of Louisiana, has, under authority of congress, been 
•locked with slaves, except so much of it as is north of 38 1-2 do-- 
ffrees of north latitude.* Seven new slave states have been added lo 
tite union. 4. In the District of Columbia, slavery has been esUb- 
lisbed by -laws of congress, believed to be wieonstttatKHial, and ag. 
ersvated by additional cnaetiwuiU from time to time, and peeuiiar 
t vie* ba«» been fifw ^ iwitewg tb* iSetriei irittt it ii^ the 
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mjiA centre o^ the domestic Bhre trade between the states. Laws 
Bare also been made by wliich frecmeni suspeoted of being fugitives 
frotn slavery, are seized and sold in the District of Columbia as slaves, 
unless they can prove their freedom while incarcerated in a dungeon, 
and this too by the judgment of a tribunal directly interested in their 
condemnation and sale. 5. The federal government has negociated 
with Great Britain and Mexico, for the surrender of fugitive slaves. 
6. Florida, while a Spanish Province, was invaded, by authority of 
the federal government, iii time of peace, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing a fort of fugitive slaves. 7. Compensation for fugitive slaves ' 
who had taken refuge on board of British ships of war has been oh. 
tained by the federal government from preat Britain. 8. EfiTorts 
faftve been made by our government to recover slaves shipwrecked on 
Bermuda and elsewhere. 9, The American slave trade, coast-wise 
vti over land, is prosecuted under special protection of the general 
ffovernment Stmie of these slaves are entirely white I 10. The 
Inderal government, in its intercourse with Great Britain has mani- 
fested a settled and persevering duplicity, in regard to the suppression 
of the African slave trade — ^totally evading; and declining all propo- 
flitions for assisting in its efficient suppression. 11. It has winked at 
fhe illegal importation of African slaves. 12. It has covertly aided 
the colonization socjety, (managed by slave-holders) in its work of 
ridding the slave states from the troublesome presence of free people 
of color. 13. It has made efforts to prevent the abolition of slavery 
in the Island of Cuba, and even intimated ith readiness to engage in 
a war to prevent it ! 14. It has manifested a marked hostility to the 
government of Hayti, refbsing to acknowledge its independence, 
though the measure was manifestly required by the commercial in 
terests of the country, — and it has exerted its influence at the Con- 
f^;nea of Panama, to prevent the South American Republics from re- 
cognizing Hayti as a new state. 15. It has successfully managed to 
bring about a recognition of Texas, under circumstances calculated 
to plunge the conntry in a Mexican war. 16. It has put forth per- 
severing and varied efforts to effect the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. 17. Florida has been purchased because it was a re- 
fuge for fugitives. 18. The Seminole war has been waged and prose- 
cuted for the same reason. 

Inferences. — 1. That the slave power in congress is the predomi- 
lating and ascendant power. 2. That its power is vigilantly and suc- 
cessfully exercised in the support of the slave system. 3. That in 
the prosecution of this work, it holds all the other interests of the 
eonntry to be of minor importance. 4. That this work is carried on 
w^ little or no remonstrance or opposition on the part of the repre- 
sentMives and senators of the non-slave-holding states. And, of course. 
5. That the liberties as well as the interests of northern freemen, so 
iar a« the action of the general government is concerned, are at the 
tnercf of a slave power, which always holds its own interests para- 
mount to all others. — AntuSUnery Lecturer. 
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The ascendency of the slave-power in the councils of the nation, 
obtained throagh the ill^dvised concessions of the federal constitu- i 

tion, and strengthened by a long series of usurpations on the one 
band, and of surrenders on the other, is unjust* dangerous to the 
tinion» and incompatible with the preservation of free government ; ! 

and is the principal cause of the political and financial evils under i 

which we groan ; and thus the only hope of relief is in a united de- ; 

termination of the friends of freedom, to employ all wise and lawful 1 

means for the extinction of slavery itself. ; 

The first point is the fact of the ascendancy of the slifVe power in 
the general government. It controls all national appointments. No 
man has been or can be elected president, but a slave-holder, or a 
man fully approved by the slave-holders. Slave-holders have been 
vice-presidents since 1820 ; and presidents of the senate since 180ft ; . 
thus securing the casting vote in the senate. Since 1822, none but 
a, slave-holder has been Rpeaker of the house. A majority of the su. 
preme court are from the slave states. Every member of the oabi* 
set is either a slavg-holder or a devoted supporter of the slave power. 
It controls the national diplomacy. For six years, the chief busi- 
ness of our minister at London, was to urge the British government 
to pay for certain shipwrecked slaves, set at liberty by the old habeas 
corpus ; and at longlh the sum of X25,000 was gained for the slave- 
holdei^, a sum just about equal to the expense of the mission ; and 
this while the boundary question and other important matters were 
chiefly overlooked. We have now six fbreign embassies engaged in 
looking afVer the interests of the tobacco planters. Slavery controls 
the legislation of Congress. No act has been passed, no course of 
legislation adopted but with the consent of the slave power. And no 
demand of the slave-holders has ever been successfully resisted, how- 
ever injurious it might be to other interests, contrary to the constitu- 
tion, hostile to the principles of liberty and justice, or derogatory to 
the national honor. Slavery holds the nation as a subjugated king, 
dom, and allows the government to exercise its functions only in strict 
subserviency to the will of the dominant power. 

S. This ascendancy has been gained through the ill-advised con- 
cessions of the constitution, and strengthened by a series of usurpa- 
tions and submissions disgraceful to the nation. Let it be borne in 
mind that all the concessions to slavery were purely gratuitous. 
Slavery had no claims to be considered. It was not an interest of 
the nation, it added nothing to the national wealth, the national 
strength, or the national honor, but is a mere damage to them all, 
and is in no sense entitled to be regarded as an intevost, but as an 
enemy. For these concessions, the siave-hokiers rendered no eqviva. 
lent. They pressed their claims, not by argument or by persuasiont 
bat by bullying; and the constitution pacifi^ them, as a man would 
paci^ a highway robber who with a pistol at his breast demands fais 
purse, and at length by a " compromise" takes up with half the 
amount. Our fathers never would have yielded as they did, but for 
the belief then generally entertained that slavery would be of tem- 
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ponry duratioD, and Uiat the futare tendeneies would all be in fkinr 
of iiberty. The result does honor to their good feelingp, rather than 
their wisdom. Tbey orerlooked the moral axioms, that the tolerance 
of sin leads to corruption, and that usurpation ever grows by sub. 
mission and is never satisfied. 

3. That these concessions are wholly unjust in their operation, as 
between the two sections of the country, may be seen from a slight 
examination of one of them. 

THE FtOKJUL RATIO. 

By the constitution, the slarcholding states are allowed to be rep- 
resented for three-fifths of the number of their slaves. This is an 
UBJost law, because slaves are not in law persons in those states, 
they neither sustain the relations nor exercise the functions of per- 
sons, they do not possess the prerogatives nor bear the respon. 
■ibiiities of persons, nor contribute as persons to the common 
wealth or strength, and therefore have no right to be considered as 
persons in the apportionment of political power. Representatives 
represent only people, freemen. ' The south has 3-8 millions of peo- 
ple and 100 representatives, the north 7 millions and 14S represen- 
tatives. The south is only entitled to 75 representatives, and by re- 
curring to the history of the country it will be found that these 35 
representatives of slaves have in fact determined nearly every im. 
portant question of the government. Look at the bearing of this on 
particular states. 

Pennsylvania has 937,877 free inhabitants, and 19 representatives. 
Virginia has nearly 200,000 less, and 21 representatives, when she 
is only entitled to 16. This is a specimen. ^ 

The representation in the senate was originally equal, but is now 
greatly changed. The senate was divided between the north and 
south (Delaware then being always reckoned with the north until 
1819) thus 

1789 North, 16 Senators, representing each, 123,000 

South, 10 " « «« 125,000 

1820 North,* 22 •♦ - " 228,000 

South, 22 " «* *» 125,000 

1839 North, 26 « " •' 269.000 

South, 26 " •♦ " 145,757 

The admission of Louisiana, in 1812, and the going over of Dela. 
ware to slavery, produced this tie, of which the Missouri compro. 
mise was the first fruits — ^the full harvest of in&my and woe is yet 
to be reaped. 

The electoral vote for president is composed of both these ratios, 
and combines the injustice of both. Pennsylvania has 30 votes for 
president ; the six -states, of S. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana and Kentucky, with a free population nearly 
200,000 less, has 52 votes. Theur number, in proportion to their 
free population, would be 26, or just one-lialf. Had the division ol 
the states remained as it was when the constitution was adopted, and 
had the increase in the proportionate number of the free and slave 
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States k^t pt^ce with the increase of free population, thQ free states 
would now qave 36 senators instead of 26 ; and were a right appor* 
tionracnt nsade, the electoral vote would stand 178 N. to 101 S. in- 
stead of 168 to 126. The 45 electoral votes gratuitously conceded 
to slavery, are enough to govern all elections, by being judiciously 
(employed in balancing the parties of the north, so as to keep them 
all in subserviency to the slave interest, whenever tliat comes in com 
petition with the interest of the country. 

Ohio, with 202,453 votes, has 21 electors ; while Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina. Alabama and Mississippi, with 211,939 
voters, have 76 electors. Massachusetts, with 74,594 votes, has 14 
electors ; North Carolina and Alabama, with 74,000 votes, have 23 
electors ; and Virginia aiid South Carolina, with 83-,000 votes, 
have 34. 

In the distiribution of the surplus revenue, in 1837, the slave states 
managed to get the electoral ratio established as the rule of appor- 
tionment. In consequence, six of the slave states, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Kentucky, becaino 
entitled to $6,734,588 ; while Pennsylvania, with a. population of 
nearly 200,000 more, had only flf 3, 883,358. New Jersey received 
$3,20 to each free person, Georgia $4.80, South Carolina $5.27, 
Louisiana $6, and Massachusetts twp dollars and ninety.two cents. 

4. It is easy to show that this element of our political insiitutions 
is both dangerous to the union and incompatible with a fVee govern- 
ment. The possession of unjust and irresponsible power always in- 
toxicates, and those who hold it become infatuated, and extend their 
encroachments in an increased ratio, until they become intolerable, 
and drive the oppressed to revolution. Such is the history of the past. 
Such is the career now running by the slavO'.power in this country. 
I^ g<^B* its post-office restriotions, its political intolerance, its inter- 
ference with every political and financial interest, will, if not checked 
by constitutional means, drive the people of the north to a revolution, 
for which the responsibility will chiefly rest upon such northern states- 
men as [Proffit,] Van Buren, Webster, Buchanan,* &.c. who vie with 
each other in enorts to bind the north at the chariot wheels of the 
slave-power. 

5. Time fails, to illustrate, in detail, the extent to which slavery 
is the cause of our political and financial evils. In politics, it em- 
barrasses all our diplomacy with foreign nations. It sacrifices the 
national honor. How it looks, to see a government professedly free 
chiefly occupied in securing ani extending the interests of slavery ! 
It binds us helpless and trembhog ,at the feet of the nation with 
which we are chiefly in contact. It enslaves the public press, that 
old " palladium of liberty." It controls public offices. It inflame* 
parties at the north, so that its pendulum power can be employed to 
keep them vieing with each other in selfldegradation and servility.— 
The Emancipator* 
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ELIZUR WRIGHT, Jun. 

I>iendfl and fellow laborers/ tiie enemy now stands openly before 
US. H» foot is on the neck, of 2,500,000 of our fellow-men. He 
asserts his right to maintain his position, and to increase the number 
of his victims. He begs no longer any favors from the circumstances 
o^ the case, he talks no more about a hard necessity : he boldly avows 
slavery to be the best condition of the laborer, without qualiBcation 
of color or clime. He madly threatens more closely to shut out the 
light of etemaMife from the imprisoned soul, as if the dark and fana* 
tical mixture of Christianity and heathenism, under an even increas. 
ing load of stripes and chalhs, were less likely to breed insurrection 
and servile war than the kind influences of free and genuine chris. 
tianity combined with the mild and equitable government of law I 
Such is the enemy that we find rampant amidst our free institutions 
defended on all sides by fortifications built out of our flattery or neg- 
lect. Is there a man that loves his country or his race who will not 
now take the side of fVeedora ? Is there a woman ? Is there a 
child? The work is plain. Let abolitionists plant in every free 
breast a holy horror of the sin of slavery, by exposing in the light 
of truth its nature and tendencies. This will cut off the supply of 
enterprise and talent and sanctity that has yearly flowed to the south 
to prop up the unhallowed system. It will fturify the chui-ch ; it 
will abolitionize southern travellers and residents in the north instead 
of permitting them to diffuse the power of slavery among us. It will 
lay slave-holders under an embargo, surround them, as the moral in- 
valids of the universe, with a cordon mmitaire. It will confine the 
contagion to the spot of its origin, as the pest house of human na 
tore. Who can doubt, with such treatment a speedy recovery ' 
Let the abolitionists sec to it that the rights of humanity, and the 
high privileges of our country are secured to our colored brethren 
who are free. Let thpm smile upon their laudable endeavors to ele- 
vate themselves, atid wash off the marks of the degrading chain and 
scourge. Let them trample on the cord of caste and dare to treat 
men according to tlicir deserts and not according to the mean and 
guilty prejudices v>f an oppressive nation. Let them throw open to 
deserving colored youth — the mechanic's shop, the farm, the count- 
ing house and the halls of education. Of what Use is freedom if it 
does not open the door to manhood ? 

Let it be remembered that the practicability and safety of our ad. 
vice to the slave-holders is no longer a matter of question. They 
said to us, let us wait and see the result of the emancipation of 
860,000 British slaves. Well, we have seen the result, and it ve- 
rifies all our predictions, — if those may be called predictions, which 
are but the plainest teachings of common sense. 

Is there a rational hope of putting a peaceful end to slavery by any 
other means than a thorough change of public opinion ? If not wo 
call upon all who love their country, their fellow men, and their God 
to join us. If we have failed in energy, if we have lacked wisdom, 
if there are men who are ready to carry this cause onward faster and 
further than we have done, let them oome forward and give their 
dountry the benefit of their superior powers. 
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THE SLAVE RBPRBSENTATION. 

The Amcricftn Con^ese is, without doubt, an anomaly as a de.. 
tiberative bodj, iti the civilized world. In that most augfust repre- 
sentative body of twentr-four sovereign and independent states, are 
tWenty-eight members eioctcd in consequence of two and a quarter 
millions of slaves existing in one part of the nation, whence these 
twenty-cight members come, not to represent them, but to opnose any 
plan, or project, which might tend to the benefit of those slaves, to 
whose very numbers these ' twenty-eight members were indebted for 
their seats. By counting five slaves as three white or free persons, 
as the basis of congressional representation, these twenty-eight mem- 
bers of Congress hold their seats as the chattel representatives, or as 
the representatives of things and not of men, and possess or claim 
the power to silence their chattel or thing conslitulency, when it asks 
or seeks to become a man-oonstituency, and also claim the high pre. 
rogative of silencing their associate members of Congress, who would 
seek to elevate the chattel constituency of the twenty-eight men to the 
man basis. Tho twenty-eight claim that it is a distinct portion of 
their official duty to countervail the sympathy and humanity of the 
age, when it shall manifest a desire to elevate their constituents to 
ihe common rights and privileges of mankind. Those twent^-eight 
men come to represent nothing but the congregated abnurditjes and 
all the marked moral oblicfuities of this period of the world. 

These twenty-eight men come, as a sort of body |^uard to lust, la- 
ziness, unpaid wages, ignorance, heathenism, tho rights of the lash, 
amalgamation, prostitution, tho shootinff down unpaid laborers for 
leaving their employments, divorcing husbands and wives, separating 
parents and children, the selling men, women and ohildren» by pn. 
vato contract or by public outcry ; yea, tho right of vending unborn 
generations ; yes, the exalted privilege, peculiar to the slave-holder ; 
of selling his own children, his own brothers and sisters, cousins, 
nephews and noices, into the most miserable slavery, and all ami 
every the right of duelling, chivalry, assassmation, murder and ge- 
nerally all and every and each of the multiplied xjghts embraced 
within the circle of the most unbounded inhumanity. 

These twenty-eight congressmen are the chosen gladiators to dis- 
pute every inch of ground, which the humanity of Congress may 
desire to occupy. These are. the men, whose votes are employed to 
gag the House of Representatives of tho nation. These are the 
twenty-eight men* to lead the house on the forlorn hope of suppressing 
debate, and take the liberties of the nation by storm, and lead them 
into captivity without the hope of ransom These are the men, 
elected diiferently fVom all the rest, not to favor but to resist all mea. 
euros offered by those, for the benefit of their thing-oonstituency ; 
these are the men, who, under the pretence of preserving order and 
quiet, in the glory of representatives, produce wild chaos and pri- 
meval night, amidst their maniac screams of Order ! Order { OR- 
DER ! ! i-^/van SftoarU 
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THS LS6I0N OF LIBKSTT. . 

ALVAN STEWART. > 

Hie enemies of our noble seotimentfl and elevated intentiOBsr^ 
have resorted to the <Ad heathen track of misrepreBentation, add 
by adding to our code views never promulgated by us, by charge 
ing us with intentions never harbored, with expectaticms never 
cherished, and as remote from the mind of an abolitionist, as in-^ 
fidelity is from the conscience of piety, as meanness is from gene- 
rosity, as bigotry is from charity, as truth from falsehood, as free-' 
dom from slavery. They would fain make us unfit for this world. 
We are not judged by evidence drawn from our own declarations 
or acts, but by acts which our wily adversaries prophecy, we will 
do or commit at some future period of time ; and thus they lift 
the curtain which shuts from all mortal eyes, except prophets, tlie 
greai unbounded fbture ; and by looking down the vale of time,. 
Siey behold us engaged in the diabolical and blood thirsty work 
of procuring laws passed to abolish slavery in the district of Co 
lumbia, and the slave territories, and in this way knocking the fet- 
ters from the bondmen, which our adversaries call treason, calcu- 
lated to dissolve the Union. 

What Union ? I doubt nof that some of these union patriots would 
take your life, and mine, and every member of this convention, and 
in so doingf think they bad done their master a service, and lift up 
their band for eternal and unmitigated slavery to every colored man, 
woman and child, in the United States, and throw into the same pile 
all who differed with them in sentiment to promote the interest of 
their master. These arc the patriotic Unionists, who secretly wish 
to dissolve the union, by permitting the great cancer to grow on the 
neck of the union without attempting its cure or removal. These 
are the friends of tlie utfion, who are willing to see two and a half 
millions of men, women and children, sacrificed to the demon of 
slavery, according to the written provisions of the constitution, 
which these unionists seem to suppose unalterable. These unionistsr 
are willing to destroy us, because we are not terrified at the roaring 
of the slavC'holdei^ ;; because we feel for two and a half millions or 
men, women and children, who are now being offered at the shrine 
of cruelty, lust and avarice. These lovers of the union refuse to 
hear the loud lamentations of bitter Borrow, and hopeless grief; which, 
like the voice of a mighty flood, ascends day and night from every 
plantation, every factory, every corn-field, every rice-field, eveiy to- 
bacco-field, every cot ton -field, and every kitchen of eleven (thirteen) 
states ; and penetrates the ear of God. 

The slaves never held a convention on the subject of their wrongs; 
they never met to petition for a redress of grievances, or to remon- 
stratc agaitist the manifbW injuries by which they are broken down. 
No, his petition was never read within the walls of legislation. 
Solemn thought. Even to us who for a moment, have become his 
mouth-piece to tell his wrongs to the world, and demand his redress ; 
we, even we, white skin republicans, appear to be on the eve of 
losing our rights as white men, from having, from the deepest im- 
nfokoB of humanity, become the »lave*s organ^ to explain to an un- 
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letelinff world, the wrongs inflicted upon him. If white men in non* 
fli{ay&£olding states encounter so much Doifie» iriolenee and injury, in 
barely pleacUng the cause of the slave, before those who have no in. 
terest in the slave's body, and whose only interest is to cringe and 
flatter the master <^ the slave, what must be the condition of the 
poor slave left to plead his own cailse against his own master ; that 
master who is £bd sumptuously every day, attd clothed in purple and 
fine linen, by the unpaid IdMor of that slave ? When will the glut. 
ton, the wine bibber, the adulterous, th6 avaricious, listen to Uie 
▼c4ce of the unaided slave ? . 
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HENRY PETERSON. 

What calls for the suppression of our principles ? What is it that 
demands that we should abandon all our measures for the Uberation 
of the helpless eaptive 7 Ay ! what is it that claims the extermina* 
tion of the Seminole, the expulsion of- the Cherokee, the unmolested 
power to in^brute the oppressed slave ? ** The integrity of the Union." 
If it be true, that these states cannot remain united without the con- 
sti^nt sacrifice of right ; if every cause which is pure a^d holy must 
be immolated in its bloody temple ; if it be not a means for efleoting 
good, but a tremendous s^nt of fraud, and all manner of wicked, 
ness ;.— let the Union be dissolved. 

If degradation be a sufficient reason for withholding hberty, it 

necessarily follows, that those who enjoy their liberty, and are not* 

withstanding ignwant and degraded, may rightfully be made slaves. 

Then the same principle whicn would keep the ignorant population 

of the south in bondage, would, if carried out, reduce to servitude 

the ignorant population of the north. But in truth, if a class of 

men be degraded, it is the very reason why they should not be slaves 

If an individual is so crippled that he can hardly move, would you 

weigh him down with chains to make him move nster ? The objec 

tor must have a very high (pinion of slavery as a teacher, when he 

argues that it is much better than liberty to improve the mind and 

manners. It does, however, amm rather singular that the colored 

people should have been so long under the tuition of the first, with. 

out appearing the least better fitted for liberty than when they began 

their edncation'-'-and ther^re I am most deckledly an advocate for 

a change of masters. 

A man most have liberty hefofe he can learn how to use and ap- 
preciate it. You might as well expeet to teach him to breathe wiu- 
out air, as learn him how to enjoy his freedom while a slave. These 
sensible objectors must be descendants of that very wise old lady, 
who advised her son *' never to go into the water until he knew how 
to Bwim." If education were merely theoretical, the case wouM be 
diiferentj but practice must always go along with theory. 
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THOMAS EARLE. 

t tm IsmiTinced that if ilsvery were aboKshcd in the sotith, the 
rise in the value of real estate ki five yeats would more than com- 
pensate the price of the slave. Moreover, the improvement in morals, 
in order, in peace c^ mind, would be far gfreater than any pecmiiary 
coBsiderati(ms. Look at the want of energy, industry, science, lite, 
rature, and improvement in the south compered with the north, and 
see if you can hesitate as to the advantages. Look at the homictdes 
and other unmoralities in public men, judges, and presidents of col. 
leges and literary institutions. Read the accounts of slaves killed by 
masters, and of masters killed by slaves, and contrast it with the 
fact, that m six and a half yean <^ freedom in two of the Britirii 
West Indies, and two and a half years in the remainder not a sin- 
gle white man has been killed by one of the African race ; and see 
if you can hesitate as to the just and expedient course* 

So great is my attachment to the union, that for ^e sake of {ler. 
petuating that union without any accompanying oppression to' be 
committed by us of the north, I should be willing to waive any ques- 
tion of the strictest right, and see the whole of the public lands ap. 
propriated through a change of the constitution, to the extinction of 
slavery ; and such I believe would be the sentiment of a vast majon* 
ty of the people of the north. 

There are no people on earth so disposed as slave-holders to inter- 
fere with the policy of other countries. This is a natural result of 
the system itself, for slavery is the greatest known interference of 
one class of men with the rights and interest of others, and those 
who practice the greater will not be likely to hefitate at the less. As 
this was true of the slave-holders in the tyrannical republics of Sparta 
and of Rome, where human beings were required to kill each other 
for the amusement of the aristocracy, so it is true of the slave-holders 
of this day. The institutions, religious and political, not only of the 
northern states, but of England, Mexico, Texas, France, China, 
and Africa, are the constant subjects of the solicitude and care of 
our southern slave-holding brethren. They could pass resolntiony 
and furnish money in aid of South America, Texas, Greece, and 
Poland. They will, through our secretary of «tate, request the Pacha 
of Egypt not to oppress the Jews of Damascus. They would pro- 
testantize France, ohrirtianize India, and civilize Africa ; yet Uiey 
would deny us the right of attempting by moral suasion to convert 
themselves to our viewa of Christianity. 



5ERIAH GREEN. 

What is American slavery 7 What are its inherent tendencies, 
and what its necessary effects ? What are its victims doomed to suf« 
fer under its Influence ? It finds them, as the creatures of God, re 
fleeting his image. It finds them endowed with reason, and forbids 
them to walk in the light of its principles. It finds them formed with 
the power of conscience, and forbids them to bow to its dictates. It 
finds them gidcd with free-will, and forbids them to act acc<n-ding to 
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their chcMce. It finds them the children of the skies, and ^bids 
them to make provision ^ their immortality. It finds them exalted 
and dignified by the image of God, which they bear, and does its ut* 
most to degrade them to a level with the beasts which perish around 
thmn. In its inherent and necessary tendency it sti'ikes at the very 
vitals of their humanity. It strives to obliterate every characteriatio 
feature and property of their human nature. 

And. what is the language of our brother Lovejoy*s blood 7 It 
speaks of the firightfiil impartiality of i^avery in multiplying the vic- 
tmuf of its murderous malignity.. ' What does it care for the barriers 
which were designed to separate the slave states from the free ? What 
does it care for any variety of complexion ; what for powerftd talents 
and exalted Elation ; what for the elevated character, extensive use- 
falness, or geweral confidence, for which any American citizen may 
be dislinguisiied ? It contcmnK the most important relations and the 
most eacred offices. From il& snako-l'-ke grasp, no sanctuary can aP" 
ford aliy protection. To all, without the least respect for the cord of 
caste or the distinciions of society, it offers one and the same alter- 
nfttive-^to subserve its interests, or stand exposed to the heaviest in» 
juries it can iofliet. 1'his alternative^ in a proclamation ** breathinff 
out tfareatenipgs and ^la'^g^Ttcr,** it has put into the open mouths of 
myriads of criers from Gt;orgiu to Maine. And, alas, to what num- 
bers of our fcjiow.ciilzcns has not thi» been a terrible alternative ! 
Thqusatids upon tiiouisaiids have given up tlieir birth-rights ; have 
uonsented to bow down to the Moloch, " besmeared with blood of hu- 
man saorifice and parents* tears," which demanded at their hands the 
sacrifice of every ilitng dear and precious in our civil, social, and 
religious inHtituiions ! Among these ai-eto be recoi*ded a large ma- 
jority of those to wiiom the powers of the press were confided. On 
the one hand, they have refused to record and to publish the frightful 
ravages which slavery was multipl^jring, especially its fearful encroach. 
in6nts on the* inheritance of freemen ; and on the other, they have 
taxed their utmost ingenuity to frame and circulate the most deceit- 
ful apologies for any of its excesses which might break upon the pub- 
lic attention. They have done what they could to protect and exk 
eourago the monster, while gnawing with unwearied tooth upon the 
▼itals of the republic. To such conductors of the press must, in 
multiplied instances,. be added those to whom was entrusted. the sword 
of the magistrate^ From the heads of law-abiding, publi&«pirited, 
mnd useful citizens, who, while exposed to the greatest injuries, had 
the strongest claims upon their countenance and aid, they have 
withdrawn the shield of their protection. Qtflen have they been 
known to be the instigators and abettors of the intoxicated rabble, 
whom they have virtually led on to the wildest excesses and thd 
most intolerable outrages. In their official stations, they have 
played the tyrant; — avowing maxims, and advancing doctrines, 
and setting up pretensions, obviously and radically subversive of 
the whole framework of our government. The sword which they 
had sworn to use in defence offreedom, they have, without Uushing 
for their perjury and perfidy, ofiTered to employ in the servicfi of da. 
Tery. 
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NATHANIEL COLVHR. 



The real owner of every riaye is kqown. God is the cfwnet of 
every slave (man) and every slave (man) is the G^-appointed guar- 
dian of himself; and both the owner and goardian are ever preaeol 
to claim the restoration. 

Bat brother Davis justifies the slave-holders, becaase southern laws 
forbid emancipation. Then southern laws are infamously wicked ; 
and better for every christian in the south to die a martjnr's death than 
endorse their guilt If it would be wicked to hold slaves, were there 
no such laws, then those laws cannot make it right. Is my brother 
a protestant ? Then, he should remember that neither popes nor le. 
gislators can grant effectual " indulgences'* to sin, nor abrogate the 
command of &od to " let the oppressed go free" aftd to ** break every 
yoke.** The plea of such an indulgence will not avail him in the 
great and Uying day. Strange logic this ; — man-stealers are not man. 
stealers, because, rorsooth, the law protects them in doing the deed. 
So Grod will curse both it and those who avail themselves of iCb sane- 
tions to do wickedly. 

Poverty is better than guilt. God can smile upon the pe<»; bul^he 
will ever frown upon the opprestior. Your slaves are poor, very poor ; 
— the state in which you hold them allows them to own nothing, not 
even themselves, their wives, or their children. Hich, indeed, would 
they count themselves, were they but possessed of what you Would 
be, if divested even of all your chatties, — Liberty ! In the name of 
justice, what right has the slave-holder to continue to be rich upon 
the continued robbery of the poor slaves, who, by the infamous and 
admitted kidnapping of others, have been subjected to their power. 
Such an argument as this, will do for them who hare forgotten God 
and justice, but it is surprising that it should ever have found utterance 
from a christian. 

Most freely do I admit that there are many kind.hearted and hu- 
mane men who hold slaves-^as kind to their slaves as the relation 
will allow them to be, and that their kindness dashes the bitter cup 
of slavery with transient sweets, but still, slavery is a bitter cup» 
Under the most favorable circumstances, its bitterness is not nentra 
fized by the admixture of personal kindness, while to millions it is a 
cup of unmingled gall. It has been represented that the slaves are 
well treated, happy, contented and attached to their masters, but is 
it so ! ! Ask the north star which has guided so many of them to the 
land of liberty, where their weary, toil-worn, whip-scarred limbs 
have found a resting place, in Canada.! The slaves well treated and 
contented 7 What means the shaking of the south at the fluttering 
of every leaf? Their vigilance committees ? Their muzzling- of the 
press and the freedom of speech ? So confident are the south of the 
unnatural and dangerous structure of their society, that the chival- 
rous sons of the south have become slaves. Yes, their magistrates 
and ministers must bow down and ask nuuier mob, what publica- 
tions they may read ! — Discussion wtth J. Dams. 
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RICHARD HILBRBXH. 



Slarory is a ooatinuation of ihs stale of war. It is true that one 
of the coTQbalarils i» siibduod and bound ; but the war is not terinU 
iiated. If- 1 do not put tho captive to death, this apparent clemency 
does not arise from any good wi]l towards him, or any extinction on 
my part of hostile feelingB and intentions. I spare his life merely 
because I expect to be able to put him to a nse more advantageous to 
myself* And if the captive, on tlie other hand, feigns submission 
eiuLiie is only watching for an opportunity to escape my ^rasp, and 
if possible to infliot upon me evils as gveat as those to which I have 
subjected him. 

War is justly regarded, and with the progress of civilization it 
comes eveiy da^ more and more to be regarded, as the very greatest 
of social calamities. The introduction of slavery into a communityt 
amounts to an eternal protraction of that calamityi and a universal 
diffusion of it through the whole mass of society, and that too, in its 
most fdrocious form. 

Now every plantation in the slave states is to be looked upon as 
the seat of a little camp) which overawes and keeps in subjection the 
surrounding peasantry. The master claims and exercises over his 
slaves all the rights of war above described, and others yot more ter- 
riblo. Consider too that this infliction is not limited to a single neigh, 
borhood, as in tlie case of an Invading army, but is scattered and dif- 
fused over the whole extent of the country ; nor is it temporary as in 
the other case, but constant and perpetual. It is by taKing a view 
like this, that we are enabled to form a primary, general, outline idea 
of the social condition of a slave-holding community. 

Considering slaves merely as property, there are two grievous in- 
fringemen's upon the master^s liberty. But consider them as men, 
and the infringement upon the master's freedom of action is still moie 
intolerable. I am deprived by law of the capacity to be benevolent 
and just. I am ready to confer upon a fellow being the highest boon 
which man can give or receive ;~»but the laws do not permit mo to 
confer it. Perhaps the slave is my own child. No matter ; he shall 
remain a slave to the day of his death, unless I can obtain as a par- 
ticular grace and favor, a special permisfion to set him free. Is this 
liberty f Is not the servitude of the father as miserable almost as 
that of the son 7 

The authors of these laws have plainly perceived that the natural 
dictates of humanity are at war with the institution of slavery ; and 
that if left to V-icir own operation, sooner or later, they would ac- 
complish its overthrow. To perpetuate the slavery of the unprivileg- 
ed class, they have fettered up tliose sentiments of the human heart, 
which are the foundation of morality and of the charities of life. 
For the sako of brutalizing others, they have sought to barbarize 
themselves. 

Liberty of opinion, liberty of speech, and liberty of the press do 
not exist in the southern states of the American Union, any more 
than under any other despotism. No doubt there are some subjects 
which may be very freely discussed there ; but the same is the case 
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under all despotisms. Any body may ficciy dii^cuss at Ro!7ie or Mos- 
eow, the merits and demerits of Aincricaii slavery. The only pro. 
hihited subjectn are, the plans of' government and «yittems of policy 
upheld by the pope or the czar. 

Instead however ef saying that the maoters and the slaves are 
equally happy, the idea might be more clearly and distinctly expres- 
sed by saying, that both masters and slaves are equally miserable. 
Slavery is an invention for dividing the goods and ills of lifb into 
two separate paroelsv so as to bestow all the ills upon the slaves, and 
all the good upon the masters. So far as regards the slaves, this at. 
tempt is successful enough. The miseries of life are concentrated 
upon th«r beads in a terrible mass. But a<» reivpects the masters, the 
esperiment fails entirely. — Jhspotitm in Amerita. 



J. BLANCHARD. 

All can see, at a glance, that a slave's virtues are of little earthly 
use to him. Honesly and industry in business will not brmg him 
wealth, nor can dishonesty and idleness sink him into a lower poverty 
than that which belongs to the condition of a slave. For no man 
can be poorer than he who does not own himself. luielligencc, talents;, 
refinement, all that constitutes the g\oTj of a civilized man, are but 
so many curses to one doomed to slavery for life. Every thing that 
quickens bis sensibilities, only makes him the more alive to the misery 
and degradation of his condition ; for it is only while he forgets that 
he is a man, that he can be contented as a slave. 

Who then can reduce man to this terrible state, or retain him in 
it, and not justly dread the denunciations of Grod against oppression ? 
When he strips his slave of the safb-guards of virtue, and the attri- 
butes of humanity, he usurps for himself the prerogatives of Grod ! 
Nay, worse still. Ha demaiids of the slave a submission not claimed 
by God ; and enforces it by means which are never resorted to by the 
Devil ! For Jehovah neter governs his rational creatures by mere 
will ; and Satan never coerces, though he tempts men to serve him. 
The slave-holder does both. The rule of life to the slave is locked up 
in the owner's breast. He knows not to-day what submissions he may 
be called to on the morrow. Thus he has no 6xed rule or law of 
life. 



S. B. TREADWELL. 

One^sixth part only of the human family are white. Five-sixths 
of the whole human race, are by the hand of our Common Parent, 
complexioned from the olive to the copper color, and from the cop- 
per color,^ still darker. The aristocratic principles, of what is eom. 
monly called prejudice against color, exhibit not only the wiokednesi^ 
but the extreme folly of onr entertaining, and deliberately cherishing 
such feelings against people who kMf^n to be somewhat differently 
complexioned to ourselves, that we cannot extend to them even the 
common civilities, hospitalities, or the charities of life. This won. 
derfiil monster in human nature, is nothing more nor less than hateful 
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aristocrfttic cafixe. To eay the least of it, it is anti-republican, un- 
reasonable, unkind, illiberal, not to say unchristian and wicked. 

The guilty conscience of the slave-holder, while he holds his yam. 
pire grasp upon his human prey, dares not allow him to giye them 
the least possible means of knowing and avenging their wrongs, any 
more tjian the pirate himself dares put his blocKly implements into the 
hands of his ill fated victims. But when the slave^Ider draws the 
iron from the.«oul, lets go his grasp, and sets his slaves at full liberty 
to hi'eathe their native air of freedom, as their benevolent Creator de- 
signed them to do, they leap for joy, and at once rally around him 
as their beat friend, and bury their past wrongs forever. They can 
then begin to learn, and^to a.^preeiate the invaluable boon of civil li- 
berty, and like men raised from the deajd, to the astonishment of allt 
** they are seen walking uprightly.*' — Amencan Libertiet and Ameru 
can Slapery, 



HENRY C. WRIGHT. 

The slaves are a part of ** the governed** spoken of by our fathers, 
and what are wc taught respecting their rights ? — Annually, on the 
fourth of Jul^, it has been the practice throughout the nation, from 
its birth, to rehearse the Declaration of Independence, for the pur. 
pose of refreshing the memories of the people with the great funda. 
mental principles on which the government is erected, that every 
man may be reminded of the sound and solid foundation of our re. 
publican edifice, and, keeping them as the apple of the eye, naay 
hold them up in holy defiance of all political aspirants, who may be 
disposed to elwrate themselves at the expense of the rights of others. 
In doing this, we have prof6sse4 not to be supremely selfish. We 
have hoped to see the thrones of foreign despotism subverted by these 
principles of right. We have thundered them in the ears of all na. 
tions, till the earth rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard 
for more than half a century. We have sympathized with the valiant 
Poles and struggling Greeks, and it was our principles of indepen. 
dence which prompted such sympathy. But must we forget the ap- 
plication of these principles to the cruelly oppressed in our own coun. 
try ? Must we bow with reverential awe, or rather with recreant ser 
vUtty, before the haughty " throne of iniquity," erected on the bo- 
dies and souls — the most precious rights — ^tlie groans and tears of 
millions of our own fellow-citizens, thousands of them being of 
'* the posterity'* of that generation of Americans, who resisted unto 
blood the principles and the impositioiiS of tyrants, and established 
this republic " to secure to themselves and to their posterity, the 
1)les8ings of Liberty 1*^ 

Let the nation retract her pretensions to all political piety, and re- 
scind her declaration of those holy principles, and stand out before 
God and mankind the unblushing advocate of despotism, the object 
of Jehovah's wrath and of the world's 8com,<^<M' honestly apply 
those principks to every provision of her constitution-^that it may 
be purified of aU the pollution, which has been imposed oa it, and 
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stand forth to the eyes of all nations, as the most riffhteous and bast 
of all constitutions, and to the eye of Him, who mac^ all men equal, 
and endowed them with the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, as a worthy transcript of His own holy constitution of 
government. 

THOMAS PYNE. 

Sad were it, and deep the national disgrace, and more fearful the 
transgression of driving away, or of leavhig in ignorance the poor 
Indian. May a better lot await them — tho9€f alas ! who have little 
cause of gratulation in this day of thanksgiying,-^-stncethey see their 
land overrun with strangers, — the graves of their fathers violated, and 
themselves doomed to a precarious life ! How greatly indeed have 
they learnt the vices — how little of the blessings of civilization ! 
How has the banner which bears the inscription of the Piince of 
Peace, become to them of\en the token of persecution and of death I 
If national crimes provoke divine judgments, have wc nothing to 
fear from the avengmg spirit beneath Whose eye the savage is not for- 
gotten ? Certainly now at length the enlightened and the favored 
should arise for their rescue. 

I regard tlie voluntary tenure of men contrary to their consent in 
hopeless and hereditary bondage as decidedly sinful. I regard the 
purchase and sale of human beings, the denial to them of liie mar 
riage-tie, the forcible separaiion of parents and children, the conipuL 
sory requirement of them to labor without wages, and by the stimulus 
of the whip, the keeping ihem in ignorance, — possibly to ti)e ruin of 
their souls, for the sake of retaining authority over them, — as awful 
breaches of the rules of justice and mercy. I doubt not tliere are 
many benevolent people among the \«hitea of the soulIi. Some I am 
ever proud and ha^^y to esteem my friends — I speak uot therefore 
against these, but against the system of slavery. 

The territories of the United States and the district of Columbia 
are under the iniioence of Congress — a Congress returned fi om every 
pari of the union. Surely, then, in tliese regions the evil might be 
more and more fully petitioned agaiust. Especially docs it appear a 
dreadful and most ominous fact that Columbia, the place in which 
meet the Congress of, if we believe what we hoar, the freest {>eop!e 
ou earth, should be the greatest slave-market in America, perhaps in 
the world. By memorials, then, to the legislature, by Uie return of 
men attached to freedom, — universal freedom, — and by the influence 
of moral suasion, should the disinterested and patriotic citizens of 
America seek a removal from among them of the oppressive laws. 
Ti<e wh(de of the civilized world, I l^lieve I may say, now ci^pects 
of America that she should cherish the savage, and Ukat she should 
liberate tlie ■slave. 
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CIRCULAR OF THE AMERICAN A S. SOCIETY, May, I84» 

We commcnJ to every person who is friendly to the abolition of 
elavcry, lo gird on I he sti'cnglh of principle, and come up, speedily, 
in aid of our great purpose. Let there be no waiting for each othei*; 
but prompt action in rach, and it will necessarily he simultaneous. 
The public sentiment of the nation is alive, and sensitive to impres- 
8Jon from the principles of equal justice. £^ery day develops this en- 
couraging &c!, and assures us that any atuount of labor we caa bring 
into the licid, will receive a just reward. 

By the weeping and suffering of tlie millions of our fellow-beings, 
we call on the country to awake from its inaction, and commence a 
vigorous .campaign for the ensuing year. Friends, whoever you be, 
whether members of anti-slavery societies or not, call meetings, and 
read this circular, witliout delay. Read it in the social circle — read 
it. to your neighbors — press it on every conscience, and weary not m 
your eHbris to make it productive of the best results. 
Signed, on behalf of the commiUee. 

J. H. GIBBONS, Chairman. 

L. M. Child, Rec. Secretary. 



CHARLES MARRIOT 

There is one expedient by which i he use of these articles of 8lavfr> 
labor might be continued, and yet the amount of smS^ring be greatly 
diminished. Iiet those who think they cannot relinquish them, send 
a deputation of their members to pui'chase slaves, raise sugars* &c. 
for the use of friends only ; these persons would be responsible, their 
breasts would contain some portion of the milk of human kindness, 
and the poor blacks would no longer groan under the iron hand of 
despotism. We should then be only supporting slavery in its mildest, 
instead of its harshest form. 

It is a common observation that your sex have an extensive influ* 
ence over the conduct of ours. It is also a truth, though oixe that 
roan in his fancied superiority may reluctantly admit, that a veiy 
large propcHrtiou of all the morality and piety- that exist in the world 
is communicated through the medium of your instructions. This 
would not excite surprise, were we to reflect that the human raixid 
during th6 period when it is most susceptible of impressions, and 
when the impressions it receives are most durable, is almost exclu- 
' sively under your control 

These observations are general, but it is believed they are peculiarly 
^ applicable to the females of the Friend's Religious Society, which has 
^ seen and had the candor to admit the impprtance of your station. 
Your social and general duties have been enlarged, in a degree un- 
known elsewhere ; and may be still further enlarged until the society 
reap all the advantages that they naight derive from your just and 
equal co-operation in its labors. 

The dom$stio economy of your household depends chiefly on you, 
and there are numbers among you, who have Jong refused to partici- 
pate in the gain of oppression. Your example is exceedingly im- 
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portant Think on the distrcspp'l sit.nal.ion of un|>rofec*ecl female*— 
OD the Bufferings of infancy. Reflect tlia< the coiiise you pursue, 
may involve in its con^oquonces tl^ie hapjiincss of thciusands. I ap- 
peal to you in their behaif, s'lall I appeal in vain ? -On declining the 
U9e of the products of slave labjr. 

ARNOLD BUFFUM. 

From Philadelphia to Harrij^burgh we pass through one of the 
finest and most fertile countries in the worhi. Here is 

*» No tawny Afric doom'd to woes— 
To cruel toils and count loss blows, 

Beneath a tyrant's hand ; 
But a. I are equal— all are free,— 
The Tri*not sons of libcrlv, 

Hai! e«j»;at happy land." 

Here N'ature, wi:;c legislation, and good husbandry, seem to have 
united in preparing the home of plenty, freedom, virtue and happi. 
ness. Had not the anti-slavery prinr:i.)tuH of Franklin, Rush, Bene- 
zet, Woolman, and tlieir coadjutors, produced the abolilion of sla- 
very here, these delightful Holds would now have been blighted with 
the withering influence of slavery's curse, and moral deso!a!i')n would 
have swept over this fair land as with a besom of destruc4on ; arrd 
we may blet^s the God of mercy that " Frien^Js" had not then leaniL-J 
that they were too good to associate with oilier advocates of human 
rights, in promoting the deliverance of their fellow-heirs of immortal 
glory, from the crushing, soul-destroying influence of slavery. 

Among our traveljers was ^ gentleman frotn Texas, who i<i a mem- 
ber of the national legislature, and one who awisted in the forraatidii 
of the constitution, which proliibits the importation of slaves from 
Africa, and provides for the importation of slaves from these United 
States ; seeming to regard the United States as sunk to a state of bar- 
barism and degradation so low that she will tolerate foreigners in com- 
ing to her shores to buy, and efteal, and carry off into hopeless sla- 
very, her own children, in who?c veins may be coursing the b-ood of 
the proud aristocracy of our country. Wo hatl much conversation 
upon this subject ; his wife and child, and child's nurse (a very black 
slave) SFfere with him, and the whole subject of slavery was very 
freely and fully canvassed, with all its pollutions ; in which canvass 
his wife took a part, and still maintained, notwithstanding slave- 
holders* wives have to behold their hu^^band's children among the 
slaves, that sfic liked the system because it relieved them from the 
necessity of doing any raoic work than they might choose. 



SAMUEL J. MAY. 

If fidelity to the saored principles of civil and rcligioas liberty, and 
of sound morality, public and privatct demanded of our puritan fore- 
fathers so great exertions and sacrifices as they made, surely the far 
prroBser violations of these same principles, which we see at this dayt^ 
in our country, demand of us at least as great exor tions, and, if need 
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be, as great sacrifices of personal comfort, to tb6 extent «yen of our 
liveSi 

I am ashamed that tbcrc are men and women, aye, profeflsed ehns. 
tians aiid christian ministci«, too, in our country, who would have 
it thought, that a man must suiter injury in his own person, or his 
own rigrhts hefbre be can reasonably complain-^that it is therefore no 
grievance, no concern of mine, that there are millions of my fellow 
beings, my countrymen, who are ti'odden down into the dust, who 
are denied every thing that makes this life pleasant, and are shut out 
even from the light of Heaven. I am heartily ashamed, I am sin. 
cerely grieved that there are such men and women, professing chris- 
tians too, in' our land ; but, it is notorious that there are such, many 
such in this conm:ion wealth, aye, among the lineal descendants of the 
Pilgrims. To such, therefoi-e, it is necessary to show, which can 
too easily be done, that we are ourselves most seriously molested, by 
the system of slavery and its abettors, in the exereise of oar civU and 
religious Uberti«s. 

Although we of the north are citizens of this republic, and as 
such must be partakemin the prosperity or adversity (^ the nation ; 
although we see that from the beginning, the institution of slaveiy 
has been a fruitful source of evil to our body politic ; although we 
must of course share in the disgrace, that is brought upon us by this 
glaring inconsistency between our professions and our practices — and 
must ere long suffer with the rest of our guilty countrymen under the 
inflictions of the Almighty's hand,^ 4f his hand be not shortened thiU 
he cannot vindicate the mxchangeable laws of his moral gOTernment, 
The most cruel constraint that could be imposed upon us, — is to bo 
compelled to be partakers of otiier men's sins, compelled to acquiesce 
in a system of abominable wickedness, compelled to be silent in view 
of the greatest wrongs man can inflict upon his- fellow. Rather than 
submit to this who would not wear the chain himself? Yet this is 
the constraint which the abettors of slavery in our land would fasten 
upon us. 

Highly unportant as I dcom the theological questions, that have 
been, and still are, in controversy between us and our orthodox 
brethren, I cannot consider them by any means so important as the 
great moral principles, on which is based the kingdom of Christ— 
the kingdom of righteousness, peace and joy in the holy spirit. I 
cannot regard doctrines, which too often play round the head but 
come not to the heart, so truly evangelioal as those which stir men 
up to labor and to suffer in the cause of humanity. And when I see 
any one zealous and Arm in advocating and maintaining the great 
moral, beneficent principles of the gospel, him I desire to embrace 
as a brother in the Lord, let him be of what sect he may. The 
fnore I have contemplated this subject, the more clearly have I been 
brought to perceive, that in our country the true righteous must be 
anti43lavery. For the crying sin of our nation is the sin of slavery. 
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JOfIN QUINCY ADAMS. 

It seerD* to me that all wc aboliUoniot* ought to demand of any 
one, as tiio condition of receiving our support, is, evidenoe that hi^ 
is heartily opposed to slavery, and deems its abolition of pararoouot 
importance to the welfare of our country, and the cause of humani* 
ty. Such evidence we certainly have received from Mr. Adams, No 
other public man in the country has had eitlier the opportunity, or the 
power to make known and felt his determined hostility to the despo- 
tism that oppresses oncsixth part of the population of the land. No 
other man would have been permitted to do, if any other had had the 
courage to attempt what he has done. We cannot be grateful enough 
that such a man was in Congress jnst af the time when lie espoused 
the cause of our insulted petitions* His venerable agc-^— his high of^ 
ficjal and personal character — his intimate acquaintance with every 
part of the history of our country'^his abundant store of pertinent 
iact»— «nd his unequalled adroitness in the conduct of a legislative 
debate — these were all needed to sustain him in the bold position he 
took in that moment of imminent peril. — Samuel J. Mu^, 



CHARLES STEWART. 

The whole demeanor of the French to us (British delegates to their 
anti^lavery convention,) was strikingly kind, and bespoke the most 
generous confidence. Tiiey are jealous indeed of our power, and 
perhaps may unite with your govcrrimcnt in rejecting the mutual 
right of search ; but their appreciation of you as a slave.holdipg and 
a siave-ti'ading republic, will not be the icsti einphalically condemna« 
tory and contemptuous. You are beginning to stand aloae among 
civilized nations, the most hypocritical, tyrannical and ferocious of 
all. The Anglo-Saxon blood, of which you i>oast, blushes at its al- 
liance with you. 

Meanwiiile, the march of liberty is onward. The advocacy of ita 
friends, and the opposition of its enemies, alike advance it. Man is 
not made for eternal falsehood. Multitudes, indeed, destroy them- 
selves and perisli everlastingly, but amidst the chaos, truth is grow- 
ing — love is perfecting — liberty is reviving; and olhcr multitudes are 
returning to God and to their brotjier. O.iward then, on ward, brethren 
beloved, abolitionisljs of the United States ! — God is with you. Hu- 
man nature, where not smot'ierjd by tea-fold corruption, is with you. 
The cry of the oppressed and poor, which God hearethis with you — 
truth, law, love, freedom, justice, purity, peace, all are with you, 
and notiiing is against you but the blindest and darkest delusion of 
perditioU) armed for the moment with the tyran-*8 power, and steeled 
for the moment with the tyrant's heart, but the power of the tyrant ^ 
is doomed, and the heart of tlie tyrant must relent or perish. 

Yes, I love to look forward to the Uriiled Stales, a few yea£9 
hence, as free, as brave, as generous, as enlightened, as just, as 
powerful, the loathsome leprosy of slavery cast of; then shall you be 
a purifying light, not a scorching meteor to the world, a balm not a 
blain. 
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I feel persuaded that before the cloi^ie of 1843, a measure of email* 
cipalion will be compleled by the French government ; not perfect 
as it should be, bat better, I trust, than our English crazy and crimi- 
nal slave apprenticeship system ; more immediate liberty, iind more 
certainly providing for freedom, eventually and thoroughly. 



HENRY B. STANTON. 

Congress^ is the only law-making power for the district. The 
question then is, has it power to make a law abolishing slavery there ? 
AH its power over the district, is derived from the constitution ; and 
it gives it * exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever/ Is the case 
of slavery excepted 7 No. Then of course it is included in the grant 
of power. 

In the pxca)nb)e to the United States constitution, one of the roa* 
tons assigned for its formation is, * to establish justice.' The eiaan* 
oipation of the slave is not to wrest from any rightful owner his pri* 
vate property, but is to establish justice between the slvve and his 
master. It is giving to the slave what is * just and equal,' — bis own 
bady :^-himseIf It is saying that the slave's body and mind are his s 
and that be has a right to them. When congress abolishes slavery, 
it establishes justice between two men, — giving to the slave his own, 
and taking from the master what never, in justice, belonged to him. 
To give the slave personal ownership, is, however, fix from full jus- 
tice to htm. That would demand of the master full compensatio(i>— > 
not merely saymg to him, * rob the slave no longer, but pay him for 
past robberies.' And, indeed, has congress no right to do this? 
What ! a government no power to do justice between its subjects? 
No power to keep one portion from robbing another? Such a go- 
vernment is a mockery ! a nullity ! 

But, in the abolition of slavery, congress would no nothing more 
in regard to private property, than is done in every legislature in the 
nation. • Laws arc made every where, regulating transadtions be- 
tween persons :-^adjusting the relative claims of diifcrent classes ; 
eraployei-s and employed ; guardians and wards ; masters and ap 
prentices ; the exercise of pi'ofessions ; and the prosecution of trades. 
All such laws (and cerlainly they are no curiosity i) affect the rights 
and property of individuals ; and they are designed so to afTect them 
as * to establish justice.* And, the repeal of the old law of enlail- 
menls, and the enacting of the statute of limitations : — the regula- 
tion by law of the alienation of property, its transmission by descent, 
and by will, the sayin^g who shall and who shall not be heirs, and 
how it siiall bo divided among them : — all these statutory provisions 
most seriously alFect the right of private property. And yet, who 
ever doUbted the power of legislation to do such acts ? And slavery- 
has been abolished in New-York, and other slates, by statute ! This 
has never been considered as any violation of private property. 

Man's superior right to Iiimself, over the claims of another, is 
self evident. It stands pre eminent among the essentials of his moral 
nature. His ri^hi to liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
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ARNOLD BUFFUM. 

That roan must be beside himself, who expects a great associatioa 
to transact all its concerns precisely in accordance with his views. 
Men's minds will differ as to the detail of operations in anj great 
w^ork, and when we are united in the object and in the general prin- 
ciples which are to govern our measures we mast submit, not all to 
one mind, but each one to the decisions of the body, and such as are 
not willing to do this, had better stapd aloof from all . associations* 
For my own part, however, during the little that remains to me of 
life my resolve is fixed, that- 1 wUl not desert the cause of the op* 
pressed, whether aided by friends or opposed by enemies ; so long as 
my brother is in bonds, I will co-operate with such christian phium- 
thropists as pursue the course of action most in accordance with my 
own views without expecting or even desiring that in all the details 
%ay individual preference should be gratified. 

There is a potency in the truth, and there is a susceptibility in the 
human mind to the power <^ truth, which gives an assurance firm 
and unwavering, that the God of the Qppress^ will prosper our cause 
and crown it in our country with the same triumphant success whioh 
has demonstrated that it is his own work in the deliverance of 800,- 
000 human beings from slavery in the British Colonies. When I 
have spread .before the yeomanry of Indiana and Ohio a detail of the 
encroachments which the s^^irit of slavery has made and is midsing 
upon their rights and security, they seem to wake up as from the sleep 
of death, and all agree that such encroachments must be resisted. 
When I state that if a man should come here from a slave state, to 
take my coat from me, he must first obtain a precept and an officer 
of this state to serve it ; and that before be can get my coat, he must 
obtain the verdict of a jury of twelve men in bis favor, but if he will 
take the eoat and body too, he has no occasion for precept or officer. 

SAMUEL LEWIS. 

The proceeds of the public lands have been distributed among the 
states in such a ratio th&t a single slave-holder, with a hundred Blaves, 
is entitled to receive as much as sixty-one non-slave-holding freemen. 
Nor was the slave interest satisfied with even this large concession. 
In 1836, a surplus of thirty-six millions was ascertained to exist in 
the national treasury, and congress passed an act for its distribution 
among the states according to this partial and unjust rule. 

In the same year the Florida war commenced. This war had its 
origin in the aggressions of the whites upon the Indians, in attempts 
to recapture the slaves, who were alleged to have taken refuge among 
them. The number of these fugitives was said to be about five hun- 
dred. In 1837 an arrangement for peace was concluded, but the war 
was soon after renewed, because that arrangement did not stipulate , 
for the surrender of the fugitives claimed, many of whom had inter- 
married with the Indians. New circumstances of atrocity marked 
the renewal of tho war. Bloodhounds were imported from Cuba, as 
fit auxiliaries of American troops. Osceola, the gallant efaief of ft 
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fallen racf), was decoyed within the power of an American general, 
under a flag of truce and then treacherously made prisoner. This 
war or lathcr slave hunt, is not yet ended. It has been prosecuted 
at a cost of forty millions of dollars. The last instalment of the 
surplus revenue, amounting to nine millions of dollars, yet remain* 
unpaid to the states. Tliese nine millions^ and thirly^one millions 
mofo have been sunk in the swamps of Florida, for the ignoble and 
unconstitutional purpose, of reducmg five hundred unfortunate per- 
sons, claimed as fugitive slaves, to bondage. And whose was the 
money thus shamotully squandered? Whose was the army thui 
dishonorably employed 7 Whose was the flag, renowned on every 
sea and every shore, disgracefully floating over bloodhounds and men 
in common pursuit of miserable negroes and savages 7 It was tiie 
money ; — it was the army ; — it was the flag of the people of the 
United States. Thus has the slave power prostituted the energies and 
resources of the nation to the vilest of purposes, without constitu- 
tional authority. — Address of Ohio Liberty Convention, Dec, 1849. 

LEICESTER KING. 

Who could have predicted that after Washington had declared it 
to be ** among his first wishes, to see some plan adopted by which 
6i»very in the country might be abolished by law,** that V it certain- 
ly might, and assuredly ought to be effected, by legislative authority ; 
— ** a^lcr Jeflerson had e^cpressed his hopes oi a total emancipation 
of the slave, in which all the promihcnt statesmen of the day con- 
curred ; af\cr a majority of the states had passed laws in confi>rmity 
to these sentiments ; and while the civilized nations of the earth were 
uniting to suppress it within their own territorial limits, and to ar. 
rest its progress abroad by the most severe penalties known to crimi- 
nal law ; to which this government had also yielded its assent ; — that 
the flag of our country would be prostituted to its protection on the 
seas, s£nd its power exerted, its treasury exhausted, its policy changed, 
and the blood of its citizens lavished, in sustaining the system at 
home. 

To the principles embodied in that address, I yield my hearty con- 
currence. They are those I have long entertained and strenuously 
advocated, both in public and private life. They are such as were 
advocated by Washington, Franklin, Jeflerson, and eveiy statesman 
during the revolutionary struggle, and the early days of the repub- 
lic, when self-interest, sectional animosities, and personal aggrandize- 
ment, quietly yielded to public virtue and the general good. They 
stand forth conspicuously in every public document, emanating from 
the patriots of ttie revolution, the founders of the republic, the fra* 
mers of our constitution, and in the /writings of public mo^, until 
they became blended with parly politics, and were found conflicting 
with the action and policy of the government, and sectional interests, 
when it was deemed necessary and expedient to proscribe them and 
their advocates, by representations as unfounded in truth, as cruel 
and unrighteous in principle, as the measures resorted to to cfifect tba 
object, have been vindictive, oppressive, lawless^ and disgraceful to 
the Amefican character. 
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LEICESTER A. SAWYER. 



Let U8 suppose a thorough reform of this institution to be prosecuted, 
till nothing wrong should be lefl. What would, be removed ? And 
what would remain ? The marriage relation would be restored to its 
integritjt the laborer entitled to a compensation equal to the ralue of 
his labor, the rights of personal liberty, of property, and of con- 
science, all acknowledged ; laws prohibiting instruction repesdcd, ar- 
rangements for extending the advantages of common and liberal edu- 
cation as widely as possible, adopted and prosecuted with vigor, and 
parents, the natural guardians and masters of their children, desig- 
nated to this office by the providence of God, allowed by the civil 
authority to exercise all the appropriate duties of the parental rela- 
tion, in the government and instruction of their children, and to 
make what provision they can for t)\eir temporary and eternal wel- 
fare. In such a refbrm, slavery will indeed be corrected ; its abuses 
will be removed, but it will be by the entire subvvrbioa of the insti- 
tution itself. Those who are now in slavery miglit st.iil, in some 
cases, be servants ; but they would not be slaves. An equitable ap- 
prenticeship to business is not slavery ; an equitable domestic servi 
tude is not ; no person who enjoys the rights of property and of per 
soma] liberty, can justly be considered a slave.: — Dissertation on Sn 
vitude, 

JAMES a BIRNEY. 

There would be no danger of personal violence to the master from 
emanci{>ation, brought about by Christian benevolence. Such an ap- 
prehension is the refuge of conscious guilt Emancipation, brougnt 
about on the principle above raentioneo, I hositate not to say, would, 
in most instances, where the superior intelligence of the master was 
acknowledged, produce on the part of the beneficiaries, the most entire 
and cordial rehance on his counsel and friendship. 1 do not believe 
that I have any warmer friends than my manumitted slaves — none, I 
am sure, if sacrifices were called for, who would more freely make 
them, to promote my happiness. 

The injustice which the sUne feels as done him in takins the avails 
of his labor, leads him to take clandestinely, what he persuades himself 
he is entitled to. He has comparatively no character to lose, no ulti« 
mate object, for the attainment of which, the building up of a good 
character would contribute, As a freeman, character would be essen- 
tial to him — his earnings would be his ; his house, his furniture, his 
comforts would be his — his wifc, his children would be his j the appre- 
hension of forcible separation would depart, and he would have ev( ry 
motive that ordinarily influences men to build up a good name for 
worth. and honesty. The depredations on the masters* property by 
slwes, I should suppose, are tenfold what they would be by tne same 
slaves made freemen. — Refly to Q,\itrUt of some Friends, 1835, 
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JAMES a BIRNEY, 

KiJntpping is carried on in thia country to a great extent,-^in f 
some parts of it) almost without the necessity of secrecv or conceal, 
ment. Scores of unsuspecting colored persons, born free, ai'e an- 
nually spirited away from the free states, and sold into slavery in the 
south. This trade (for it now deserves that name,) the legitimate off- 
■prinff of slavery, finds large material in the states north of the Ohio. 
A jaw-abiding people under honest rulei*s must in the long run be 
ft safe and prosperous people. If their laws should any of them be 
unsuitable, they will in due time be made what tbey ought to be. But 
a people whose rulers and loaders have cast oif reverence for human 
laws — always preceded by casting off rcveience for laws of still higher 
obligation — such a people cannot be in a more pitiable and hoj>eless 
coiidition. Thcrte is much reason to fear, on a review of our domes- 
tic history for the last twelve or fifteen years, that oar pooY country 
is fast falling, if she hds not already fallen into this condition. We 
have so long practised injustice, adding to it hypocrisy, in the treat- 
ment of the colored race, both negroes and Indians, that we begin 
to regard injustice as an element*— a chief element — the chief element 
in our government. Now, no government which admits injustice as 
an clement can he a iiannonious one or a permanent one. Harmony 
is the antagouiiit of iwuslicc, ever has been, and ever will be ; that 
is, so long as injustice lasts, which cannot always -be, for it is a lie, 
a semblance, therefore, perishable. Tnie, froai the imperfection of 
man, his ambition and sol fish nes.'Y, injustice often finds its way inci- 
dentally into the administration of public affairs, and maintains its 
footing a long time, before it is cast out by the icgitiruate elements of 
government. 

Our own slave stales, especially the hiore southern of them, in 
which the numl)cr of slaves is .greater, and in which, of course, the 
sentiment of injustice is stronger than in the more northern ones, are 
to be placed on the list of decaying communities. To a philosophic 
observer, tliey seem .to be falling back on the scale of civilization. 
Etren at their present point of retrogression, the cause of civilization 
and human improvcmCTit would luso nothing by their annihilation. 

The question new for the north finally to.dceide is-^-shall the slave 
states draw us down with them, and both perisli, or shall we, by a 
deoidod conjunct exertion of virtuous energy, save ourselves and 
them from destruction. Wlien I say tliis question is not yet finally 
decided by the north, I am not unaware that th^ north has been for a 
long time approaching — uf late rapidly— to a fatal decision. 

LEWIS TAPPAN; 

Rteolved, That the thanks of the friends of humanity and liberty 
are due to the ek4<i<^nt s^nd gifted men and women, who, by their 
pens and tongnes have portrayed the wrongs of the enslaved, and 
the blessings of liberty ; who have vindicated the rights of the bond, 
the fbgitive and the free ; and have thus infused into the literature of 
the day, the principles of freedom, humanity and justice. 

That those ministers of the gosjicH and mission aries of tha croM, - 
and tbow churofaes of tlw Lord Jams Clmst, of dtffennt dvoomiiuu 
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tlonA, who have, in opposition to a time-serving ecolesiasticat policy 
and bardnesi of heart against the claims of suffering humanity, open* 
\y and fearlessly proclaimed the law of the living God and tlie claims 
of their fellow men, with reference to the crying sins of slavery and • 
prejudice against color, which pollute the sanctuary, dishonor reli- 
gion, and disgrace the nation— are entitled to the warmest sympathy 
and the thanks of their fellow christians, as -they have, we doubt 
not, received the approving smile of that Saviour who came to preach 
the gospel to the poor — to heal the broken hearted, to preaco delive* 
ranee to the capttves^-*and to set at liberty them that are bruiaed.— • 
Resolutions at the A, S. Society^ 184i. 



JAMES C. JACKSON. 

That p<»tioii of this nation known in the ** Lexicon Verborum*' 
of tile aristocracy of church and state, by the soubriquet of the 
'*the common people," is, by far, the most morally intelligent class. 
They stand in a far more favorable position. They can read, think, 
act, speak without subjecting themselves to a crucifixion. With h^ 
tie of which the world would value, they stand ready to look at Truth 
for its own sake, and are not ready to be dictated in their reli- 
glon, without a show of resistance ; that I am right, is manifest 
from the fact that the largest number by far« ox the abolitionists is 
taken from their ranks. It is true now.a-days as in Ohcist's time that 
the common people hear the truth gladly. Their conceptions are 
sufficient to show them that it is only in conforming to truth that 
their rights and interests are to be maintained, and that they must 
cleave to a truth when their minds perceive it. Dulness of concep 
tton or perception is not the failing of any considerable portion of 
the American people. It is the want of the heart to enforce the 
truths they see ; and that of no class can it be said, with more pro- 
priety that the truth they perceive they cast behind them, than of the 
doclors of divinity and clergy of the United States. It is to the peo- 
ple, and not to men clothed with prerogative, that we are to look for 
the deliverance of the slave. Let us carry our noble cause to the 
people, aud let the clergy and the politicians alone ; when the people 
are converted, we shall find these gentlemen not lacking. The 
motto is, " Wakx vt tus Psoplk !^ 



J. W. PiLLSBURY. 

Slavery is of two kinds— ^voluntary aud involuntary. The former 
is endured by white men. Not a few smother truth in their bosoms, 
not daring or caring to utter it, lest it sliould turn to their disadvan- 
tage. They feel uneasy, but from various motives, some of them, 
very sordid, they preserve silence. This is slavery. But whatever 
may be the kind of slavery, if there is any desire for freedom, it is 
not without its manifestations. Men talk of contentment in slavery 
— ^ut it ia idle. Tiiose who talk bo, betray a deplorable want of 
knowledge oS human nature. Man was made to be free — to brealbe 
&•• aixw-to move hia Itoibe freely* and to exercise freely all his pjii^* 
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flics] mid mental powers ; and from the right exercise of these flowt 
his enjoyment. What makes anj person contented ? Not present 
fruition. Man's happiness is chiefly in prospect. He has not yet 
reliched it ; but the reward is before him, and he is cheered on. Rob 
the fbture of hope, and he is truly wretched. Such is in reality the 
condition of the colored slave. His future prospect is nought but 
hDpeless, cheerless toil. 

Men will think) and speak, and write upon all subjects of morali- 
ty and duty, even when intimidations are held out, and a thousand 
hecatombs of human victims are demanded for the altar. Let in- 
quiry h6 crushed in one direetk>n, and who will give it security in 
another. Who shall decide for us what to speak, and think, and 
write, when <»ce we have admitted the right of others to control Us ? 
Our security is not the shuffling out of' sight great moral subjects, 
questions of right and duty ; but in freely investigating, fully under, 
standing, and cheerfully obeying them. We must know our duty, 
and follow it, wherever it leads, or the government of a righteous 
God is so constructed as to give us no protection. 



AMOS DRESSER, 

I took the opportuni^.y thus offered to declare fu!ly my sentiments 
on the subject of slavery. Whilst I told them I believed slave-hold- 
ing to be inconsistent with the gospel, and a constant transgression 
of 6od*s law, I yet said, that In bringing about emancipation, the 
interests of ihe master were to be consulted as well as those of the 
slave. And that the whole scheme of emancipation contemplated 
this result, that the slave should be put in possession of rights which 
we have declared to be inalienable from him Ufi a man ; that he i^iould 
tie ctmsidered as an immortal f^llow.being, intrusted by his mastei;^ 
with the custody of his own happiness, and accountable to him for 
the exercise of his pov^srs ; that he should he treated as our neighbor 
and our brother. In reference to my demeanor towards the slave, 
that in the few instances in which I had casually conversed with 
them, .1 had recoimnended quietness, patience, submiteion ; teach, 
ingth^nto ** render good for evil,*' and discountenancing every 
scheme of emancipation which did not, during its process, bok for 
its success in the good conduct of the slaves whilst they remain such, 
and to the influence of argument and persuasion addressed to the un. 
derstandings and consciences of «lav&*hoIders, exhaling them to 
obey Grod in doing justice and showing mercy to their fellow.men. 

What I had done, I had done openly. There Was no law forbid- 
ding what I had done. I had contracted no guilt that the law con. 
tidied such — my intentions had been those of kindness to all — i had 
no secret feelings of guilt, arraigning me before the bar of my con- 
science, for any mean or clandestine movement. In addition to this, 
too, among my triers, there was a great portion of the respectability 
of Nashville. Nearly half of the whole number, professors of ehris* 
tianity, the reputed stay of the church, supporters of the cause of 
tenevolence in the form of Tracts and Missionary Soeieties atid Sab. 

J3 
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bfttfa-aekoolfl, Mveral mombefi, uid moit of the Men of tin Freibf^ 
tamn church. 

I wu condemned to receive twenty lashes on my bare back* and 
ordered to leave the place in twenty.foar hours. The sentence being 
again repeated, it was received with great applause, accompanied by 
stamping of feet aad clapping of hands. I knelt to receive the pu- 
nishment which was inflicted by Mr. Braughton, the city officer with 
a heavy cow-skin. The commotion was only appeased by the sound 
of the instrument of torture and disgrace on my naked body. 

I had been assured that my trunk with all its eontents, as they 
were taken out, should be returned to me. But Mr. Hunt^ editor ni 
the Banner, set himself busily to wort to secure in his own hands, my 
journal, sketch-book, business and private letters, Slc, 1 found it 
necessary to leave the place in disguise, with only what clothing I 
had about my person ; leaving unsold property to the amount of nearly 
three htmdred dollars, and sacrificing at least two hundred on my 
barouche, horse, &c. which I was obliged to sell. Of my eifects at 
Nashville, I have heard nothing since my retorn, though I have 
frequently written to my friends concerning them. 

CHARLES OLCOTT. 

The grand Sctiptoral perversion mainly relied on for the justifica- 
tion of human slavery among christians, and upon the strength of 
which the bloody abomination has been permitted to exist and flourish 
■fflong them m(M« than four hundred years, is in the false translation 
and false construction of the 44th, 45th and 46th verse^of the 25tb 
ohapter of Leviticus. The friends of human slavery always first ra> 
sort to this celebrated passage as a triumphant vindication of their 
bloody idoK 

The special object of the distributive part of the address was, to 
regulate and establish the custom of free foreign service in t^e nation, 
and to peevent its abuse by the customary clause at the end of the 
statute, fijfrbidding masters to take advantage of their power as such 
to wrong their servants; vide Lev. 19: 13; and 25; 17, 43; Mat 
3 1 5,-^and other passages. This view of the subject is strongly cor* 
roborated by the fact, that as soon as foreigners of any description 
become settled in Israel by proselyteism and conversion to the true 
fkith, th^ become adopted Israehties, entitled to all the rights and 
privileges both spiritual and temporal of native Israelities, and as such 
were as much * brethren* and * children of Israel' as the rest were. 

None of the Hebrew servants really * sold themselves,' as they are 
customarily described to have done, but like other free servants con- 
tracted or hired out their time, labor and skill for wages. That none 
of them could possibly have been property or slaves, is clear from the 
context of the Levitical Law, as has been abundantly shown by other 
writers ; and even without this additional proof, it is a sufficient jus- 
tification of this construction in favor of universal liberty and justice^ 
that difierent nations Ireqnently employ different forms of expression 
to convey the same ideas. 
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JAMES BROWN. 



If the union were dissolved, or the south were to sfscede from H| 
the mutual rigiits and duties of the slave-holding and the non-slave- 
hf^ding. states under the federal constitution would cease. The free 
fltaten, instead of being as they now are, the hunting-grounds of fb» 
gUivea from slavery, would become,, in factj what our 4th of July 
orators, by a trope more resembling irony than metaphor, represent 
as " the asylum of the oppressed." A confederacy of slave-holding 
states would be a new thing under the sun. Slavery cannot stand 
alone, but must lean on freedom for physical strength to uphold it, 
aod'I doubt not but that long'^re this, the south would have been 
involved in all the horrors of a servile war, if the slave had not been 
taught by his master that the fleets and armies of the nation, the mi- 
litia of the north, were a standing army pledged to suppress his in- 
surrectionary efforts. A nation isolated from freedom, in which the 
laboring class, the bone and muscle of the country, is enslaved, is 
marked out by the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, as a dobmed and 
devoted land. To avoid the horrors of servile war^ it must rely cm a 
mercenary army to uphold its tottering institutions, and as a necos- 
sary rdsult, the oppressor himself becomes the oppressed victim of a 
military despotism. For slavery, therefore, to threaten to secede 
from freedom, is like the clay threatening to separate from the iron, 
or the pauper to dissolve connection with his parish. 
' . Whatever difference an AracTican congress may^ in its protective 
tairifF wisdom, have discovered between the fbreign and domestic slave- 
trade, the one is' piracy equally with the otfai^, ia the criminal code 
of Heaven, aud the infant soul that is nailed ta the cross of slavery 
at its birth, eries in thunder tones to heaven, that some other reason 
be rendered for its enslavement, than that the baleful star of its na- 
tivity threw it into the fkngs of one who was signed with the sign of 
the cross at an American baptismal fount. 

If it is not a mere figure of speech, a mere " rhetorieal flourish" 
for a human being to say, my hands and my feet, my head and my 
heart, my body and my soiil, then the slave-holder stands confessed 
a man-stealer. *» How much better,** asks the Saviour of our race, 
in tremendous emphasis, «* how much better is a man than a sheep 7" 
When that question is answered, I can tell the haughty and chivaU 
rous slave-holder, to whom northern patriotism and northern piety 
bend so obsequiously, how much more abominable, in the etiquette 
of the sanctuary, is the man thief than the sheep thief. — American 
Slavery, 



CHARLES C. BURLEIGH. 

Upon its own testimony, slavery is the most monstrous «nibodi- 
inent of the spirit^f selfishness the world ever saw. What defini- 
tion can we give or selfishness — what idea can we form of that spirit 
to which the gospel is utterly and entirely opposed, that is not em. 
braced in slavery ? So far from doing to the slave what he would 
exact fi)r himself, he takes from him all that he has— nay, takes him 
from himself—- and crushing together by overwhelming oppressioot 



TBX .t£GION OF JLIBBATT« 

every interest both of soul and bod7, of tbo past, tb« present, and 
the future, throws the whole man into his cofiers. Jiay now ^is 
system by the side of Christianity — lay the great doctrine of christian 
brotherhood — of universal equality, of impartial love, by the side of 
the enormous exactions, and wrongs, and usurpations of slavery—- 
can there be a doubt of their perfect antagonism 7 Is not the one ut- 
terly unlike and subversive of the other ? Slavery is opposed to cbns- 
tianity, in the highest degree. It asssuls it at the foundation. 

WENDELL PHILLIPS. 

The southern slaves are retained in the condition of bondage only 
in obedience to the national will ; and as Boon as the nation, as a na-, 
tion— and as soon as the chiistian church of this country as a ohtirch, 
rise up in their strength, and power, and moral greatness, and de- 
clare that slavery s'lll cease, that moment slavery will cease; and 
its abolition might laiiu place to-morrow. 

If this be thu fact, how red is the blood upon our skirts, and how 
deep is the dye of the guilt of those who do not make the removal of 
this sin and curse a part of their continual elTort. But let us open 
our own bosoms, and then ask ourselves what have been our own re. 
lations to this American system of wrong and oppression ; let us 
open our own bosoms and ask ourselves by whom is slaverv sttstained. 
It is by the phalanx of the strength of numbers— by the force of put>- 
lie opiniwi---by the voice of the intelligent and the virtuous— by the 
voice of the church — ^hy the consent of christians — ^by the legislation 
of the country, and by. our national policy. And hence, when all 
these thmgs are comlAned to characterize slavery as a national sys. 
tern, we are justified in adopting the resolution that it well deserves 
to be called the American system. 

When we presented ourselves before the sisterhood of nations, we 
were bound, by all those principles which called upon us to break 
our own bands, to stand up in the defence of the rights of man ; but 
when the choral song of humanity was sung, and was ringing amid 
the earth, and when the gentle flow of its softest music coursed through 
every heart, who then broke its harmony ? Who now is called upon 
to destroy the union and concord of nations to the tune of liberty ? 
It Is Mr. Cass, who is obliged to refuse to enter into the national 
agreement for the abolition of the slave trade. It is enough to con. 
demn any man with all who have the honor and the pride of their 
country at heart. I speak not of him as a man — ^but as a represen. 
tative, whose actions have become public property, and upon which 
all may express their opinion. When the quintuple treaty was signed 
in France, who was it that refused to agree to its provisions ? Was 
it Constantinople, whose slave marts are filled with human beings ? 
Was it Algiers ? No ; but the refusal comes from the American 
minister, who represents the boasted republic of the New World— 
whose vaunted freedom sounds throughout the civilized world. 

Look at another instance. What has been our conduct in refer- 
ence to Hayti and Texas? Hayti, which is free, and has won her 
independence by a struggle which was as glorious and as noble as 
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FRANCIS GILLETTE. 



The question is not simply whether three millions of our ** coun 
try men in chain s," and their posterity, shall continue to bleed at 
evei7 pore, under a system of legalized despotism, among the fiercest, 
the basest, and the most relentless, that ever smote humanity—- a des- 
potism which strikes, with deadly aim, at the souls and hearts of ita 
victims, that it may clutch tlieir bodies more securely, and degrade 
them to its own sordid and infamous purposes. The question stops 
not with the bond, it reaches the free, and admonishes us of yoke* 
and fetters forging for our own necks and limbs. It is, in short, 
whether the slaves of this countiy are to become fVeemen, or the 
freemen, slaves — whether Libcrtv or Slavery shall prevail through 
out the United States ; for God has decreed, that the nation whioh 
persists in enslaving, shall itself be enslaved. He warns us of our 
impending doom, by the storms of popular fury, which burst over 
the land, as forerunners of dark and desolating judffroents. The 
Freedom of Speech, the Liberty of the Press, the Right of Petition, 
— all our rights as freemen, are imperiled. Is this then the time to 
yield our position, and retire from the field of united resistance 7 No ; 
as men, as patriots, as christians, wo cannot, we dare not Our 
hearts are iixed ; our purpose is steadfast. With the constitution of 
our country for our shield ; with the truth of Him, whose attribute! 
are justice and mercy, for our sword, we are resolved never to give 
over the contest, till death shall paralyze our efforts, or the land be 
cleansed from the pollutions of blavery as clean as after the deluge 
Ufh it. 

SAMUEL H. COX. 

There is a manifest difference between principles abstractly ano 
absolutely viewed, and their application to particular cases ; these 
may be qualified and even palliated, just for the same reason that they 
may be a<rgravated also, by circumstances. That slavery, the sys. 
tern identically of our own country, is intrinsically and pre<eminent- 
ly wrong, is at variance with the everlasting riglitcousncss of the 
moral empire of God, or, as the lawyers say, is malum in ec, is a 
proposition of almost self-evident truth. I know that all masters aro 
not equally cruel, covetous^ or obdurate ; and that p.11 slaves aro not 
equally abused : nay, that some are treated comparatively well aud 
kindly, and are comparatively happy. But what ofthisasit re- 
spects the conscience ? It is all one system. Every ownur of a slave, 
upholds tlic system — lends it the awful sanction of his practice, his 
influence, and his name ^ and is, like a temperate drinker, (as it re- 
specta anollicr grand moral interest of reform,) a mighty obstacle to 
the ascendancy of correct sentiment and correct action in the com- 
munity. I am more struck with the similarities of injury, tha? with 
the seeming; exceptions of favor, in the privations and degradations 
of the slaves. 
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JOHN NEWLAND MAFFIT 



What hath Africa done, that her children should blacken beneatfr 
a heavier, more lasting cume^ than ever rested on any other nation T 
What hath she done to thee, great America, that thou holdert hef 
sons, her daughters, her feeble infants in bondage, and refusest to 
let them go 7 To erase from being, is to inHict but a momentary 
pang — while to enslave generation after generation, from the earliest 
dawn of life's clouded day to its dark going down, is to entail torture 
jn such a fearful shape, as to make it bear no imaginary similitude 
to everlasting wo. The day is past, when any attempt may be ex- 
pected to vindicate slavery on phifosophical or religroufs principles. 
It is a horrible wrongs unjustifiable, impeached by every noble feel- 
ing that throbs the bosoms pf the collective race of humanity. Christian 
America! I must close my pica in behalf of enslaved millions, by charg- 
ing home upon the capitol — upon legislative halls inslaveholding state&r 
— upon magistrates and people— upon army and navy — upon plain, 
mountain, and river, the deep, and as yet irreversible stain of slavery t 



JOHN N. T. TVCKEK. 

While professmg to be the friend of the slave, 1 should employ 
agents to* bsy, sell, whip, torture^ cut off the ears, dig out the eyes, 
chop up the bodies, sqiarate parents and- children, husbands and 
wive«» raise mulattoesy sell my mulatto^ children, ajid comiuit all and 
singular the ten thousand published and unpublished abominationa 
that grow out of the system of slavery, as, with the same profes^ 
sion, to cast a vote for the election to law-making and law-adminis^ 
tering ofEces, men who do these tilings, or apologise for their doing 
in others. To me it appears very plain, that I could net remain ft 
true member of a pro-slftvery political party, and maintain unblemished 
my profession of republicanism, philanthropy, patriotism. Nor do 
I see how I could sustain the relation of a true friend of a pro^lavery, 
' degenerate* church, and maintain unblemished my profession of hu« 
roanity, benevolence, purity, or religion. The only difierence, t» 
my mind, between those professed abolitionists who go along wit|i 
their pro-slavery political parties, and those making the same pro- 
fession, whe go along with tlieir religious parties, is, that the former 
act most consistently. They wisely regard the divine assurance^ 
that * reformation should begin at the house of God,' which is the 
church of God. ♦ Ye are God's building.' The politician waits to 
see this reformation begin in its appropriate place. 



ELLIS GRAY LORINa . - - ^ ' 

In the history of our country, just so f^r as We liave adhered to 
great priiicipies of abstract right, our country has been great and 
glorious ; and jUst s^ filr as we have disregarded tha (yrinciples of* 
theoretic right for the sake of eilpedieiiey aad safety, we have been 
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involved in disgrace and disaster. Iroprisonment for debt has been 
abolished; the results have been good. 

To do rightly, is true prudence. The best policy is to be just, and 
there is at least a presumption that we shall find it safe. But we are 
called upon to prove the expediency of agitating this question. Now, 
if we show that slavery is a great wrong, and that we only mean to 
use peaceable means for its removal, it is the business of ouir oppa> 
nents to show that our course is inexpedient. Perhaps the most com- 
mon objection is, that our efforts will dissolve the union. There are 
always apparent dangers opposed to doing right. The course of duty 
is certainly not strowed with flowers. It sometimes abounds with 
sacrifices and is full of suffering. But it is, on the whole, the path 
of peace* 

But what would the south gain, by a dissolution of the union 7 
Will she gain exemption from anti-slavery discussions and anti>jila« 
very docti'ines ? Mr. Preston, of Sputh Carolina, admitted, on the 
floor of congress, that all the literature of the world, the whole reli. 
gious sentiment of Christendom, all philosophy, were opposed to eli^ 
very. Po our southern friends intend to shut all this out ? Will 
they draw about them a cordon sanitaire to exclude the Htevature and 
philosophy and religion of all the rest of mankind ? Tliis is somo« 
what difficult in the nineteenth century. Mr. Preston gave an ac- 
count of the origin of the anti-slavery mania abroad. It begun with 
a few obscure individuals in England. Now, said he, a man cannot 
be in the cabinet who is not an abolitionist. So in France. The 
officers of anti-slavery societies in France, are cabinet ministers. 



GEORGE F. SIMMONS 

In these, as in all others, the right to liberty remaining unalie 
liable, nothing but the strongest oonsiderationa of public good can 
authorize its b^ng any longer suspended. Or if insuperaUe practi- 
cal difficulties present themselves in the way of legislation, and eman- 
cipation continue to be forbidden by law, then the master, holding 
such an one in his dependence, must regard him as a freeman, must 
give him the fruits of his labor, must secure him in his domestic 
riffhts, must protect him fronl all wrong, and afford hinv opportunity, 
while he lives, to answer the ends of life, and to prepare to enter 
atiether, and less oppressive world. Nothing less*than this can pos. 
ajbly be deduced from the golden rule of christian morals. Nothing 
less than this can be proposed to you as your duty, except by one 
strangely deluded, or by one who cares more for your opinion than 
for truth. 

The principle on which slavery is founded is entirely overthrown 
by the fundamental principle of christian morality. Christianity 
makes all men our brethren. Slavery makes men our tools. And 
the fallacy of its principle is fblly allowed here as well as elsewhere. 
I do not appeal to the majority of slave-holders, because the majori- 
ty of this class, as well as of other classes, is bad, and is not to be 
trusted to discern and confess truth through the cloud of interest; 
but I appeal to that minority of magnanimous, honorable and be- 
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Beroleni men, in whom the golden principles of the community are 
treasured up, and who deserve to be considered the voice of the com- 
manity in all questions of justice and equit j.-^fi^ermon at Mobile^ 1840. 



CHARLES T. TORREY. 

There are many here (in Washington,) who abhor slavery, and are 
not afraid, at all times, to avow it ; and the number is increasing. 
Yet here, too, the vile and dastardly spirit of slavery is seen, in every 
day life, continually. A father, an excellent, pious man, has just 
been sold, by one deemed an upright citizen, from his children and 
wife. The man is over fifty years of age. His family are free, but 
he, it is to be feared, will be the victim of the slavctrade, in New. 
Orleans. A poor woman, spurred on by the hope of liberty, has 
earned and paid $260 of the |^400 demanded for her freedom, and 
last week was sold to the trader for $300, as a slave for life, by the 
man-»«the monster— who has pocketed her life's earnings I A refined 
and kind.hearted women told me (and she mentioned it as proof ai 
his regard for her !) that her husband had sold an excellent girl to the 
tntder for a trivial piece of impertinence, scarcely deserving a repri. 
mmd I * But,' said she, * if these negroes are not made to know 
their place, what can we do with them, you know' ! I have seen a 
woman, apparently as refined, as ladyjike, ay, and as white as any 
women in Scituate — an humble christian too, but, alas ! a slave — in 
this district, held by the laws of congress, clasping her hands in an- 
guish too deep for words, because she was made the spoi't of a ty- 
rant's lust I And then the contempt of the poor, the disregard of 
feelings, the denial or undervaluing of their virtue and services, the 
petty and malicious infringements upon their rights, rights that even 
a slave may possesss, convenionally, though not by law — v/iih which 
I almost daily become acquainted, or sec illustrafcd in life, fill me 
with new and ever increasing abhorrence of the slave system. And 
the despotic control which slavery exercises over our govcrnrnoiit, and 
the measures of intimidation, flattery, party eeduction and dictation, 
by which that control is maialaincd, as they arc more clearly seen 
and understood, strengthen my convict^pn that the paramount po- 
litical duty of freemen is to overthrow the system of slavery. 

Nothing, next to the diffusion and power of * pure religion and un- 
defilcd before God and the fiitiicr,' among its inhabitants, do I so 
much desire, as to sec them, with the same 7cal and ijitclligeucc that 
animated and guided our fdtlicrs in the first revolution, engaged with 
equal unanimity in this second and more glorious revolution, which 
is but the completion of tlic work of the first, in giving to all the in- 
habitants of the land those inalienable, heaven-derived, law-guarded 
rights, which the first contest secured to a portion, only, of the 
people. This is the great contest of out age. 



GEORGE BOURNE. 

Men may travel to the south, and so far as slavery is concerned 
may continue in a dead sleep until they return ; but wakeful and in. 
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quiring persons may witness in every raffing oeetirrence, vaeh facta 
as tiiose ; and they pat to instantaneous silence, all tbe silly trash ' 
which the soutberu profligates, and their northern infatnate^ coad- 
jutors Yocifbrate respecting the amalgamation of the white and co* 
lored races. 

I dare not publish the particulars of the bleaching manufactory ; 
but some general views will unravel what southern women know or 
connive at or encourage, that Ihey may pass their days in compara- 
tive sloth and voluptuousness. The language of the Fi'ophets Joel 
and Amos here rightly may be applied ; and in all the sacred solem- 
nity of divme inspiration, they furnish a clue into the slave-trader's 
JsU>yrinth. 

** They have cast lots for my people, and have given a boy for a 
harlot, and a girl for wine that they may drink." Joel 3:3. "A 
man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane niy holy 
name." Amos 2:7. * » » * 

It will probably be alleged, that these exposures are so utterly scan- 
dalous, that they ottght not to be published. If slavery were like any 
other unnatural system of turpitude, accurately known and therefore 
avoided by all good men, and abandoned only to the lowest profligates 
and incorrigible villains, the plea peradventive might be admitted. 
On the contraiTt slavery exercises its ruthless despotism over the 
United States of America. It controls all our congressional legisla- 
tion. It domineers in all ecclesiastical proceedings. It silences the 
christian ministry. It nullifies evangelical doctrine and discipline. 
, It is a stony hearted and iron armed monster, which from the halls of 
legislation, the benches of justice, and even the' pulpit of the sanc- 
tuary, brandishes his whip of scorpions burning with fire and brim- 
stone ; and threatens to sweep away with his besom of destruction, 
all that is equal in right, holy in practice, and christian in authority. 
'■^Picture of Slavery* 



SPENCER KELLOGG. 

There is a cruel and wicked prejudice in the hearts of mankind 
against the poor, especially the laboring poor. In consequence of 
this, there are few who, obej^ng the instructions of the Saviour, 
have ever tested the influence of a familiar intercourse with them. 
In this respect, as in others, it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive ; and, however incredulous a fashionable world may be on this 
point, I hesitate not to affirm that there are benefits resulting to our- 
selves in honoring this principle, which no intercourse with the rich 
can confer. In social intercourse the hightest results to ourselves and 
others flow from mingling with all classes ; and it is obviously our 
privilege and duty to seek to annihilate, in the circles where we have 
influence, that prejudice to which I have referred. This prejudice 
in this country is most bitter against the colored people, and, by many 
great surprise is expressed that it should exist. It is said that no 
such prejudice exists in England ; and great blame is attributed to 
our countrymen, as though, in this particular, they are sinners above 
all men. Such views are superficial. The prejudice which in this 
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eoantry is directed ngtinst cokv, is diieetod againit it Kcondariljc, 
an the badge of a lowly and servile condition. It is really the pon<&- 
tion which gives rise to the prejudice; and as. the color iudicates an 
endaved and oppressed people, the prejudice naturally falls upon 
that, and all who bear it. Introduce to an American circle aoolored 
man from China, Spain, or even the East Indies, and his color is no 
badge of servitude or degradation ; he is accordingly welcomed and 
honored. The English, whose freedom from prejudice we are wont 
tor commend in unmeasured, terms, possess this, prejudice as truly as 
Americans : but with them it is not directed against color. 



STANLEY P. HOUGH. 

A new bait is now offered, by the colonization society. Men ar§ 
not, required to bite at the bare hoolc. . It is now a missionary colony, 
an African civilization effort, a plan to christian z;: the entire conti- 
nent, &e. This is the new position. And we prai junce it as' false in 
this as io any of its former professions. Has the col nilzation socie- 
ty any where in part or parcel a single shred of any thing that per- 
tains to the enterprise of christian missions ? There is surely noth. 
ing of this found in any attempts which are made to transport across 
the Atlantic, scores and hundreds of newly-emancipated half-heathen 
slaves. These colonists have in their state of bondage had enough 
to do with Christianity that tolerates slavery to have taught them most 
heartily to despise such a religion. And the further- claim that is set 
up for Liberia, that the colonial influence willjprove favcMrable to Af- 
rican missions is answered in a word by the direct testimony of the 
missionaries laboring there, and by the recent dissensions and litiga- 
tions betwe^ the IVfethodist missionaries and the colony. 



AMOS A. PHELPS. 

Hiere was one delightful characteristic of the Maine A. S. Con- 
' vention. It was this, that while they were calling for the immediate 
emancipation of the slave from the oppression of his thraldom, every 
individual seemed resolved on beginning the work at home, first by 
proclaiming to the free colored man, from that time forth, so far as 
they were concerned, an immediate, efttu-e and everlasting emanoi-: 
pation from the hateful and wicked oppression of prejudice, and re. 
cognizing in every colored man a neighbor and a brother in the ful- 
lest sense of the terms ; and second, by putting a brand of utter in- 
famy on the man who goes from the midst of a free community into 
the midst of slavery and there becomes a slave-holder. O what an 
* amount of guilt is resting on northern men in relation to this matter ! 
Not that southern men are innocent— God forbid — ^but oh, how have 
northern men, representing as they have done the sentiment of the 
community from which they came — how have they, by just becom- 
ing slave-holders themselves, given the testimony of the entire north 
in favor of slavery, and thus endorsed and propped up the whole sys- 
tem — with all its guilt and woes, and blood, more effectually than 
any and every other class of the community beside. Let the respon« 
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■llnlity and guilt then be rolled Uke great nwantainfl on the ihoiddiN 
of every such map. Let a brand of infamy deep^ iodelible, max'k 
that man as an object of utter abhorrence. 



E. D. HUDSON. 

Much self^ienying missionary labor is needed ; 

1. To keep the friends from becoming drowsy and rusty. 

S. To re.convert those who have the name of aboUtionieits, but are 
dead, the seed having sprung up, but for lack of earth and moistttre* 
withered. 

3. To gain access to those who stuiF their ears with cotton, and 
dazzle their eyes with slaveholder's tinsel, and steel their hearts with 
negro hatred. 

4. To employ the aid of anti.slaTery circulathig libraries, to eon* 
vert those who will not attend lectures, and to establish a permanent 
and growing inflaence in each of their respective fields of operation. 
Let the friends now see that anti-slavery libraries are put into Sab- 
bath schools and district schools for circulation, and they will reap 
a rich reward. 



WILLIAM HENRY BURLEIGH. 

Toil and pray ! 
Groweth flesh and spirit fiiint 7 
Think of her who pours her plaint 

All the day— 
Her— the wretched negro wife, 
Robbed of all that sweetens life— 
Her — who weeps in anguish wild 
For the husband and the child 

Tom away ! 

Nature's ties, 
Binding heart with kindred heart. 
Rent remorselessly apart-^ 

Tears and sighs, 
Shrieks and prayers unheeded given, 
Calling i>ut from earth to heaven—* 
All that speaks the slaveys distress- 
All that in his cup doth press 

Agoniee— * 

Wo and blight, 
Broken heart and palsied mind, 
Season crushed and conscience Uind, 

Baikest ajght 
Shutting firora the spirit's ef% 
Light and glory froni on high- 
Think of these and falter not I 
Toil-^until the slave i* hrou^ 

Up to Hght 
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OUVER JOHNSON. 

Hark ! a voice from heaven proclaiinkig, 
Comfort to the bleeding slave ; 

God has heard him long complaining, 
And extends Iiis arm to save : 
Proud Oppression 

Soon shall find an endl^ grave. 

See ! the light of truth is breaking 
Full and clear on eveiy hand ; 

And the voice of Mercy, speaking, 
Now is heard through all the land ! 

Firm and fearlesaC 
See the sons of Freedom stand. 

Lo ! the nation is arousing. 

From its slumbers, long and deep ; 

And the church of God is waking, 
Never, never more to sleep, 

While a bondman, 
In his chains remains to weep. 

.Long, too long, have we been dreaming, 
O'er our country's sin and shame ; 

Let us now, the time redeeming, 
Press the helpless captive's claim, . 

Till exulting, 
He shall cast aside his chain. 



J. KENNADAY. 

When Heaven sh&U seal the dread oppressor's doom, 
Those dead from these dark chains shall come.' 

Wrath shall no more delay, 

Mercy her tears shall stay, 
When broken hearts shall healing know, . 

And God fold up the veil of wo—^ . 

Then 4fric, shall thy sun arise, I 

And Freedom's flame flash brightly through thy skies * * 



GEORGE P. MORRIS. 

Our hearts are bounding with delight, 

'Tis freedom's jubilee ! 
For right has triumphed over might, 

The bond again are free. 
Hurrah ! Hurrah f ■ 

L^t the welkin ring 
To justice and Liberty 

Pfeans we sing ! 
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WILLIAM B. TAPPAN. 

Could four gnefs, wretched slaves ! coald your Injuries spealu 

Oh, God ! vvhac a tale to unfold ; 
Blush, blushf guilty Europe ! shroud, manhood, thy cheeJi, 

Weep, weep for the passion of gold. 

Yet that here^ where our symbol the wild eagle flies 

Oh, shame ! writhes the African's soul — 
That on fields bought by freedom, an outcast he dies. 

Time ! veil it— 'twill darken thy scroll. 

My countrjr ! that plighted'st to freedom thy troth, 

Redeeiti it !— thou art not yet free ; 
On, eternity's page thou recordest thine oath, 

'TIS broken I there's slavery with thee. 

JOHN PIERPONT. 

Quench, righteous God, the thirst, 
That Congo's sons hath curs'd— 

The thirst for gold ! 
Shall not thy thunders speak. 
Where Mammon's altars reck, 
Where maids and matrons shnek, 

Bound, bleeding, sold ? 

Cast down, great God, the fanes, 
That, to unhallowed gains, 

Round us have risen — 
Temples whose priesthood pore 
Moses and Jesus o'er, 
Then bolt the black man's docnr. 
The poor man's prison ' 



HENRY W. LONGFELLOW. 

In dark fens of the ))ibmal Swamp 

The bunted negro lay | 
He saw the fire of the midnight camp 
And heard at times a horse's tramp, 

And a bloodhound's distant bay. 

Where hardly a human foot could pass, 

Or a human heart would dare; 
On the quaking turf of the green morasSi 
He crouched in the rank and tangled grass; 

Like a wild beast in his' lair. 

A poor old slave, infirm and lame ; 

Great scars deformed bis face : 
On his forehead he bore the bra no of shame, 
And the rags that hid his mangled frame 

Were the livery of disgrace. 
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JAMES CANNINGS FULLER. 

Having ft great desire to see the imported cattle on Henry Clay's 
pUmtfttioUf I went thitbev. Oh approaching the house, I saw a co> 
lored man, to whom I said, *^ Where wcrt thoif raised ?" ** In Wash, 
ington." " Did Henry Clay buy thee there ?" " Yes." " Wilt thou 
show me his improved cattle 1** He pointed to the orchard, and said 
the man who had charge of them was there. As I followed his di- 
rection, I encountered a very intelligent-lopking boy, apparentlj^ 
eight or nine years old. I said to him, canst thou read ?** " No.*' 
"Is there a school for colored people on Henry Clay's plantation?** 
"No." "How old art thou?" " Don't know." In the orchard I 
found a woman at work with her needle. I asked, " How old art 
thou?" H A big fifty." " How old is that ?" "Near sixty." "How 
many children hast thou ?" " Fifteen or sixteen." " Where are 
they ?" "Oolored folks don't know where their children is; they are 
sent all over the country." " Where wert thou raised ?" " Wash 
ington.'* " Did Henry Clay buy thee there ?" " Yes." " How ma- 
ny children hadst thou then ?" " Four." " Where are they ?" " I 
don't know. Ttiey tell me they are dead." The hut, in which this' 
" source of wealth" lives, was neither as good, nor as well-floored as 
my stable. Several slaves wer^ picking fruit in the orchard ; I asked 
one of the young men whether they were taught to read on this plan- 
tati'on, and they answered no. I foun i the overseer of the cattle with 
a short-handled, stout whip, which had been broken. He said it 
answered both for a riding whip, and occasionally " to wipe ofF^' the 
slaves. 

ISAAC T. HOPPER. 

TalBs of Oppression, No, 29. 

If any human being is to be despised above all others as an enemy 
to the human race, it i» a slave hunter regardless of the sighs, groans, 
and teats of his fellow men. 

Levin ^ith was* a slave in Maryland. He had a wife and several 
children who were free. In the year 1802, his master sold him to 
one of those speculators in human beings, who were in the practice 
of buying slaves fat the southern market. He lived in Delaware. 

Levin went to live with his wife and children in the district of South- 
wark, and commenced the business of sawing wood to support his 
family. His wife took in washing. I instructed him to inform me 
if he should hear of Ims master being in the city. He had not been 
in Philadelphia more than a month, when his master, havmg dis. 
covered his place of residence, went there in pursuit of him. Levin 
was seized in his bed about break of -day, his nands tied, and he con. 
veyed to a vessel, where the captain informed them that he mu&t wait 
until the store in which some goods were deposited should be opened. 
Levin's wife followed her husband to the vessel ; and some of her 
ftiendi), who lived near their residence, being informed of. what was 
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doing, ran to my hoaee to solieit my aasi^taDce, I. dressed myself m 
quickly as poseible, where I ^was informed that tliey had taken 
Levin to a small tavern near by • and upon arriving there, I found a 
considerable crowd before the door. I inquired e€ the landlord where 
the persons were who had a colored man in custody, bat he lefused 
to give me any information ; when one of the company about the 
door called out — " They are up slairs in the back room." The land- 
lord stood in the door, atid seemed disposed to prevent me from going 
in ; but I pushed myself by him, and immediately went to the <Miam. 
ber, where I found Levin, with his hands tied together, guarded by 
five or six men. 1 inquired what they were going to do with the rmui. 
The words had scarcely escaped my lips, when as many as could get 
hold of me, seized me with great violence, hoisted the window and 
and threw me out. I fell upon empty casks that lay in the yard, and 
at the time, did not feel at all hurt. 

r knew perfec 'y well that if the inan was not immediately res. 
cued, they would force him on board the sloop and carry him off. 
I therefore detcitDincd to prevent it, if possible. As soon as I re- 
covered from the fall, I went round lo the front door that I bad en. 
tered but a few minutes before, and proceeded up stairs to the doM: 
of the chamber from whence I had just been so unceremoniously 
ejected. I found it locked, so that I could not g^tn admittance* I 
then returned to the back.yard, got on the top of a high board fenoe, 
and from that upon the pent house, and in through the window, Iq a 
room adjoining that in which tim party were. I took a «mall pen- 
knife out of my pocket, opened it, and holding it in my hand, threw 
open the door. Upon entering the room, among the kidnappers, I 
exclaimed, ** I will see if you will get me out so soon again !'* I had 
no intention of using my knife, for any purpose but to cat the cord 
with which the poor captive was bound ; and I did that before the 
company could recover from the consternation which my second ap- 
pearanco among them seemed to produce. Immediately upon cutting 
the cords that bound the man, I told him to follow me* and ran 
down stairs as fast as I could, with him afler me. A wretehed, mot- 
ley company pursued us« calling ** Stop thief!** until we arrived at 
the of&ce of William Robinson, a justice of the peace, near half a 
mile from the place whence we started. I informed him of the cir. 
cumstances of the case ;'how the man, Levin, was originally a slave 
in Maryland, and had been sold to a citia^n of Delaware, who had 
removed him to that state, by means of which he became free. No 
person appeared to claim the man, and the magistrate drew up a state, 
ment of his case, to which he annexed his name, and the names and 
residences of the Acting Committee of the Abolition Society ; with 
a request? that if any person should attempt to deprive Levin of hia 
liberty, one of them should be informed of it. He was never after 
molested, t returned home and took my breakfast, not being aware 
that I had received any injury by the fall. But upon attenipting to 
rise from the tabic, 1 was suddenly seized with a violent pain in my 
back, which continued for several days, with such severity as to inca- 
pacitate me for attending to business. I have never entirely recovered 
from its effeoia.^^National Anti'Slsvery Standard, 
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HIRAM WILSON. 



Haying spent most of two years among those noble spirits who 
have colonized thejoiselTes &oin the slavery of the land of liberty and 
«qual rights, to the universal freedom that fiows from the monarchy 
of the Queen in Upper Canada, I can judge something of the suffer, 
ings of those who have self^jenial enough to labor among them. Br 
Wilson's piotnre is far from being highly wrought He is one c^ 
those- noble spirits who refused to crouch to the aristocracy of the D. 
D'fi. of Lane Seminary, and who sought that pure, free atmosphere, 
more congenial to his feelings, which is the vital breath of the insti. 
tution at Obertin. As soon as he had completed his education, he 
started for Canada, to seek out the victims of American oppression, 
guided thither by the unerring rays of the polar star. 

With valise in hand, he walks sometimes 50 miles in a day, through 
mud and mire, snow and rain. When his appetite reminds him of 
the' demands of nature, he opens his valise, and there he finds the 
staff of life, carefully deposited in one end, by the hand of an afiTec- 
tionate wife~^a help-meet indeed for him-^^possessing the same until* 
^ng zeal for the outcasts as himself. When the shades of night begin 
to fall about him, ho generally finds himself made * mighty welcome* 
at the humble cot of some poo^ refugee, Afler having sought out 
till the places where it would be practicable to establish schools, the 
next thing is to obtain teachers to supply them. To find a sufficient 
nnmber properly qualified, free from prejudice, willing to engage in 
such self-denying labors with little or no compensation, is Indeed no 
small task. To obtain them, he goes to Oberlin (the residence of 
noble spirits) the distance tf ^ or 300 mi]es« Part of his journey 
thither is by water, and part by land. After having obtained teachers, 
the next thing is to do something toward remunerating t^em. To do 
this, he visits different parts of the states, and lays before the peopb 
the cause of "God's 8u£fering poor. What he collects in this way, he 
divides araon^ the teachers, according to their necessities, sharing 
also with thism himself. While he received a salary, the teachers 
shared it with him. Now he has no salary, he is obliged to share 
with them in what he collcct8.-^WM. RAYMOND. 



JOHN E. GODFREY. 

It has bee Ay for many years, and still is, a practice to imprison 
coIcMTjed citizens from the fi'ee states who arrivQ in Southern ports, 
whether in the capacity of seamen or oihsirwise : or to require a bond 
of the master of the vessel that they still remain on board, and for 
their good behavior. It is of no consequence how dark or how light 
these persons may be— how ignorant or how intelligent — how vile or 
how respectable — ^how poor or how rich— >whether they have been of 
no benefit to their country^ or have shed their blood like water in its 
service— all are alike treated, and obliged to suffer imprisonment if 
they set their foot upon the shore. 

To the nionstrous injustice of Uiis course, and to the open disre> 
gard of that clause <^ Uie eonptitution which declares that ^tho ciii> 
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zen of each rtate shall he entitled to all the privileges and immiinitin 
of the citizens in the several states," which is manifested by it, no 
particular attention seems to have been paid by either the people of 
the south or of the north until last December, 

In February last some of the most respectable merchants in New> 
York, who felt aggrieved in consequence of this eourse punned to- 
wards. colored seamen in their employ at the south, petitioned for re- 
lief or remuneration from Congress, for the vexation and expense to 
which they had been subjected by it. At the same time 223 colofed 
seamen petitioned that thdy might be protected in their lawful bisi. 
ness and constitutional rights when they visited southern ports, as 
citizens of tlie United Slates, setting forth that it is flrequently ne. 
cessary for them to visit those ports. 

When these petitions were presented some slave-holder raised the 
question of reception, another member moved that that question be 
laid upon the table, and that was the end of the petitions ! 

This is the course that the United States government pursnes in 
regard to the dearest rights of American citizens. And the questioD 
which is to be settled, by the free people of the coontry, is, whether 
they will hereafter support a * Whiff* or a * Democratic' party that 
professes to " maintain the pure and glorious principle of the con- 
stitution and of the Declaration,** while it allows the citizens of one 
state to be imprisoned in another, and refuses even to hear their pe- 
titions when they ask them for redress ; or whether they will be rep" 
resented by men who will act in accordance with their professions 
and protect the constitutional rights of every American citizen ?— 
Bangor Gazette, 



FREEBORN GARRETSON. 

As I stood with a book in my hand, in the act of giving out a 
hymn, this thought powerfully siruck my mind, * it is not right for 
you to keep your fellow creatures in bondage ; you must, let the op- 
pressed go free.' I knew it to be that same blessed voice which had 
spoken to me before-^till then I had suspected that the practice of 
slave keeping was wrong ; I had not read a book on the subject, nor 
been told so by any. I paused a mfmite and then replied, * Lord, the 
oppressed shall go free.** And I was as clear of them in my mind, 
as if I had never owned one. I told them they did not belong to me, 
and that I did not desire their services without making them a com- 
pensation. I was now at liberty to proceed in worship. Afler sing, 
ing, I kneeled to pray. Had I the tongue of an angel, I could not 
fully describe what I felt : all my dejection, and that melancholy 
gloom which preyed upon me, vanished in a moment, ctnd a divine 
sweetness ran through my whole frame. 

It was God, not man, that taught me the impropriety of holding 
slaves : and I shall never be able to praise him enough for it. My 
very heart has bled, since that, for slave-holders, especially those 
who made a profession of religion ; fbr I believe it to be a cryuig sfn. 
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B. STANTON. 

Notwithstanding then any discouragements with which we meett 
I thmk we have reason to believe^ that the progress of the eause is 
pnward. And althoag^ we may seem to gain but little, yet oar duty 
is to persevere in well doing, and we have the assurance that in duo 
time we shaU reap if we faint not. Every scheme of expatriation to 
separate the coI(»ed from the white' population of the U. S. has Its 
origin in an unholy and antLchristian prejudice, ther tendency will 
be only continual evil.*— iiV^e Lahw Adv9cate. 

EDWARD SMITH. 

' Barnsville is one of the most pro^lavery places I know ; I use the 
word pro.slavery, as synonymous with being opposed to abolition. 
Some who give tone to society are living on Uie blood and sweat of 
slaves ; Maryland slave-holders, who in the days of other years trans, 
muted their negroes into Ohio lands, and there may be some also ftom 
Virginia of the same kind. These cry out terribly against abolition, 
and well they may, for we are bringing their sins to light, as they 
think before the time ; but we think not, but in time for them to re- 
pent and be saved from the wrath to come. 

Some of my old friends, at St. Clairsville, had pressed me on a for. 
mer occasion to stay and preach for them the next time I might come 
to the place ; they did not want, they said, to hear me lecture on 
slavery, but were very anxious to hear me preach once more ; but I 
concluded, as they did not wish to know me as an abolitionist^ and 
they gave evidence of this by not coming to the lecture, I would not 
be Known by them as a preacher : for I thought I could do persona 
no good who were so prejudiced. — Spirit of Liberty, 

ORSON S. MURRAY. 

In all ages of the church, persecution has defeated its own objects. 
When the church has been so pure as to be persecuted, the persecu- 
tion has re-acted upon Satan's kingdom. On the other hand, when 
the church has grown corrupt an8 would not bear sound doctrine, and 
has herself persecuted those who raised their standard of holiness 
above hers, she has always thereby exposed her own corruptions, and 
made the shame of her own nakedness to appear. . 

Their cry is, " away with him." I have seen nd pretension that 
Foster was not perfectly mild and christian in his demeanor, and per- 
fectly truthful in his charges. The difficulty is, the church and 
ministry cannot bear the truth, and they are determined they will 
not. Stephen S. Foster feels impelled, m imitation of Christ, Ste. 
phen, Paul, and a host of others, " of whom the world was not 
worthy,*' to declare the truth to them, " whether they will hear or 
forbear." So he goes quietly and peaceably among them, and com- 
mences preaching. Thi^ they pronounce to be disorderly^ and call 
in the violence of the state to crush it. The state of New-Hamp. 
shire, whose worthy son (Atherton) was the mover of the gag-law of 
congress," has undertaken tJhe e9m,'---VermontT4hgroph. 
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JAMES SILK BUCKINGHAM. 

So imperfect are their notions of freedom as the " natural and 
inalienable riffht of every man^ according^ to the terms of their own 
declaration of Independnice that they scarcely oonsider it a blot* that 
the several states of the union, should hold so many thousands o€ 
their fellow men in unjust and unwilling bondage. But what per* 
haps is moat surprising of all is, that so large a number of the clergy, 
and especially those of the Episcopal church, iocluduig those woo 
eall themselves evangelical, should be not merely palliators of the 
state of slavery, but advocates for its continuance, and depreeatoca 
of all public discussion or agitation on the subject ; so that if the re- 
publicans understand civil and political liberty but imperfectly, the 
christian professors understand the liberty of religion and justice still 
less. 

The longer we remained in Washington, the more we saw and 
beard of the recklessness and profligacy which characterize the man- 
ners both of its resident and fluctuating population. 

The practice of carrying arms on the person is no doubt one rea 
son why so many atrocious acts are done under the immediate influ- 
ence of passion. A medical gentleman resident in the city told me 
he was recently called to see a young girl who had been shot at with 
a pistol by one of her paramours, the ball grazing her cheek with a 
deep wound, and disdguring her for life ; and yet nothing whatever 
was done to the individual, who had only failed by accident in his 
intention to destroy her life. In this city are many establishments 
where young girls are collected by procuresses, and one of these 
was said to be kept by a young man who had persuaded or coerced 
all his sisters into prostitution, and lived on the wages of their in 
fkmy. These houses are frequented in open day, and hackney coaches 
may be seen almost constantly before then- doors. 

In fact, the total absence of ail restraint upon the actions of men 
here, either legal or moral, occasions such open and unblushing dis. 
plays of recklessness and profligacy as would hardly be credited if 
mentioned in detail. Urhappily, too, the influence of this is more 
or less felt in the. deteriorated characters of almost all persons who 
come ofien to Washington, or live a long period there. Gentlemen 
from the northern and eastern states, who biefore they left their homes 
were accounted moral, and even pious men, undergo such a change 
at Washington by a removal of all restraint, that they'very oflen come 
back quite altered characters ; and while they are at Washington» con- 
tract habits, the very mention of which is quite revolting to chaste 
and unpolluted ears. 



JOSEPH C. LOVEJOY. 

There can be ho doubt that the existence of slavery in this district 
has much to do with creating such a state of things as this; and as 
Washington is one of the great slave-marts of the country, where 
boyers and sellers of their teliow creatures come to traffic in human 
flesh, and where men» women, and ohildreti «re put up to auction 
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and sold to the hig^hest bidder, Kke so many head of clUtle, fins 
brings togrether such a collection of speculAtors, slave^cialeFfl, gam. 
btera, and adTonturera as to taint the whole sooial atmosphere with 
their vices* 

Even the clergj maintain a profound silence on the subject of these 
enormities, and never mention Ihe subject of slavery in the states 
where it exists, e^^cept to apologize iK>r it or to uphold it, and to dep. 
recate all the <* schemes,** as they call them, of the abolitionists for 
hastening the period of its annihilation. So tolerant are the clergy 
*of the south on this subject, that as was shown in the resolutions or 
the Episcopal Methodist Conference in Georgia, they publicly declaro 
their belief " that slavery, as it exists in the United States, is not a 
moral evil,** and if so, of course they are not called upon to remove 
it. — Liberty Standard* 



ABEL BROWN. 

My spirit cannot rest so long as .my brethren are crushed by the 
iron hoof of oppression. — Mr. Jones made many statesments that 
show conclusively that the Methodist, Baptist, and Congregational 
missionaries, among those tribes of Indians, sustain and uphold negro 
slavery ; and that the missions among the Cherokee, Creek, and 
Choctaw Indians, may be truly called slave holding missions ! i 

The men who have in charge the missionary treasury keep, as far 
as possible, thei^c innoceM crimes of robbery, thefl, and murder out 
of the sight of the dear brethren who so freely give their money to 
spread the gospel. They do this, that they may not offend slave- 
holders. One reason for this conclusion, may be seen by a simple 
statement of facts.. In the Baptist church, there are over 125,000 
members that are slaves, and not more than 10 or 12,000 slaveJioL 
ders ; but this latter class have all the money^-therefore, our boards 
are very careful to keep peace with the masters, even though the 
slaves are crushed to death. They (the slaves) are not good for any 
thing — ^they have no mbney. I would suggest the propriety of send- 
ing out a missionary to labor for the conversion of tlie missionariea 
among the Indians in the south-west.— Tocsin of Liberty, 



CHARLES VAN LOON. » 

Thie movement (of disunion) takes advantage of the ** tide in the 
affairs'' of our country. Men other. than aiwlitionist»~^po]iticiane 
aroused by the late superlative insolence of the slave power, are be- 
ginning to inquire with anxious solicitude, whether the political eco- 
nomy of such a union as now exists, between the antagonist institu- 
tions and interests of the north and south ; be not altogether false and 
absurd — merchants and mechanics, groaning under the pressure of 
the times — remembering with bitterness, the toil earned, millions 
sunk in the bottomless gulf of slavery— have grown sick and weary 
oi the connexion. Men, we repeat, other than technical abolitionists, 
have begun to look with disgust upon this unnatural union of slavery 
and fre^om — this union of a living, breathing being, with a lifeless 
reeking carcass. 
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We might consider moreover; wfaether the accotnpIi^meDt of this 
objeet, would not be more difficult, than abolition, m ander tiie onion, 
of aJavery itself. Wiielher it would not cost more, to secure this 
means, than to go on under existing institutions, to the attaintmeat 
of the grand end. And then we must determine whether this object 
can be effected, consistently with that moral character, and peaceful 
spirit, which have ever been the glory of our <M.\iae,^-Ibid, 

WILLIAM L. CHAPLIN. 

Mob in Cineinnati. — How fallen— pitifully foUen — incurably dis- 
graced — the " Queen of the West !" Queen of mobs and mother of 
hiwless violence and blood ! Nothing more natural. A few weeks 
since he^ dastardly authorities allowed slave-holders to violate the 
sanctity of her enclosure by organizing a ferocious tnob to insult and 
injure the friends of freedom — to destroy the grea' palladium of rights 
and just liberty — to assault and outrage the inQfiensivc cc^oied people 
— ^to hold the city with its entire population for nearly a week in alarm 
and consternation from their unrestrained malignity and licentious, 
ness. Why should not the " Bank barons," — shin piaster gentry^ 
take their turn 7 Why should not any class of citizens fait victims 
to the same relentless spirit, from whatever cause its ungoverned 
passions might become exasperated ? If pi'ecious interests may be 
disregarded, and unbought rights be trampled upon in the person of 
the poor, or the black man, why may they not be trodden down witfi 
impunity in the case of the rich or the white man ? The question 
need not be put ; it is impertinent. All history, experience, and ob^ 
servation teach, that, if wc tamely acquiesce in perfidy and outrage 
practised upon innocent sui!erers, we, ourselves, shall sooner or later 
inevitably become their victims. Not a slave can be held in the 
United States without putting in peril the freedom and just rights of 
every other man. Not a mob can be tolerated and allowed to escape 
•♦ unwbipt of justice,*' in any neighborhood of the country without 
endangering our whole civil fkbric. Not one instance of palpable in* 
justice can DC spread upon our statute book, without exposing to con. 
taraination and rottenness the entire system of legiBlalion. 

Undoubtedly the last in the ugly ^series of Cincinnati mobs, like 
its predecessors, will find here and there its flimsy apologist. Let the 
time be long before any other city shall attempt to rival her ** had 
pi«.eminence.*' — American Citizen, 
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PENNSYLVANIA HALL. 



"A nunibor of individuals of all sects, and those of no sect, — of 
all parties, and those of no party— -being desirous that the citizens of 
Philadelphia should possess a room, wherein the principles of Liher* 
fy, and Equality of Civil Rifrkts could be freely discussed, and the 
evils of slavery fearlessly portrayed, have erected this building, which 
we are now about to dedicate to Liberty and the Rights •f Man. 
The total cost of the building will be about 40,000 dollars. This has 
been divided into two thousand shares of twenty dollars each. A 
majoritv of the stock-holders^are mechanics, or working men, and 
(as is the case in almost every* other good work,) a number are fe- 
males. The building in not to he used for anti-slavery purpose alonst 
It will be rented from time to time, in such portions as shall best suit 
applicants, for any purpose not of an immoral character. It is called 
** Pennsylvania Jfiall^^ in reference to the principles of Pennsylvania, 
and our motto, like that of the commonwealth, is 

"VlttTUK, LlBERTT, AND INDKPENDBNOE,** 

This edifice was erected on the south-west corner of Sixth and 
Cherry «8tree(S| and was opened on the mominff of the 14th of May* 
1838, to a vast concourse of the friends of freedom from the city 
and country; through that and the three succeeding days, there were 
a variety of addresses and free discussions on Lyceums, Temperance, 
wrongs of the Aborigines, appeals of Women, and other effortq for 
tiie cause of Universal Liberty. On the evening of the 17th, it was 
assailed and buVnt by a cowardly gang of ruflans. The fire compa^ 
nics with their engines h&d come early upon the ground, but not a 
drop of water was thrown upon the Hall, till its destruction was en- 
sured beyond pos^sibility of prevention. Till then, the firemen con- 
fined their efiTorts to preserving the surrounding buildings, and such 
of their number as were disposed to play upon the object of attack, 
were prevented from doing so by the mob. 

The blow has been aimed at the universal rights of man ! ' The 
•acrifice of a beautiful temple dedicated to liberty, and bearing the 

motto of our state, ^'ViaTUE, LiBJERTV ANO iNDfiPENDBNCB,** hBM 

been made to Southern Slavory<!~lo a system whose advocates un» 
blushingly declare that the laborer should every where, at the north 
as well as the south, in Pennsylvania as well as in Carolina, be made 
the property of the employer and capitalist. 

Till 1st ojp August, 1842, vufnihkiiVLPmA, 

In the annals of violence in this country, we havo«io recollection 
of any thing more cowardly and disgraceful. Cowardly, because 
the objects of assault were weak and defenceless ; and disgraceful, 
because, if they had been more formidable, and greatly the aggre** 
flors, such a mode of punishment could bring with it no honor or ap- 
plause. It is too obvious, that in a country even as enlightened as this, 
the moral force of the public opinion is not strong enough to arrest 
this evil. We sQ^pcct that the evil will scarcely find a cotfective, until 
it shall come to be understood as the settled law and practice, that tlie 
lost be paid by the city or place of the outrage^ — Albany Argu9, 
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ELUAH P. LOVEJOY. 

I know Ihkt I hire the right i^lj to speak uid pnbliib my lenti 
meats, ml^ect only ta the lav* of (ha )>nd for tlie tbuM of that ri^bL 
Thii fight wm given me bj ray Maker, snd ii BOletnalj ei»niiil«ed 
to me by the conetitnlioB of these United Statee, and of thii state. 
What I wish to know of you La, whetliBr you will protect me inXhe 
eiercise of this right, or whether, as heretofore, I am to be subjected 
to personal ind)siiitj ind otitnge. 

1 have a famUy who aredependent on me, and this hu been given 
M a reason why I should be driven nS ss gently as possible. It (s 
true, I am a husband and a father ; and this it is that adds the bit. 
terest ingredient to the cup of songw 1 am called to drink. I am 
made to feel the wisdom of the Apoatle's advics, " It is better not to 
manj." I know, that in this contest I itake not my lii^ only, but 
that nf others also. 1 do not expect my wife will ever recover fhnn 
the shock received at tbe awful scenes through which she was called 
lo pass at St, Charles. I aui hunted as a partridge on the mountain*. 
I am pursued as a felon throngh your streets ; to the guardian power 
of the law I look in vain for that protection against violence, which 
even the vilest criminal 'may eiljay. Yet think not that I am un- 
happy. Think not that I regret the choice that I have made. I 
bave counted tbe coat, and stand prepared treety to oSer up my all 
in tbe ttrvice of God. Yes, I am full;r aware of all the sacriGce 
J malie, in here pledging myself to conlioue this contest to the last. 
(Forgive these tears, I bad not intended to slied them, and they 
flow, not for tnysetf, but for olliers.) But I am commanded to for- 
sake father and mother, and wife and children, for Joxus's saks, 
and as his professed disciple, I stand pledged to da it. Tbe time 
for fullilling this pledge in my ease, it seems to me, lias eonie. 1 
dare not See away from Alton ; should I attempt it, I should feel 
that the angel of the Lord with his flaming sword was pursuing me 
wherever I went It ii because I Fear (Jod, that I am not afraid 
pf all who oppose me in this city. No, Iho contest bas commenc- 
ed here, and here it must befinishsJ. Betbre God and you all, I bens 
pledge mrself to continue it, if need be, tilt death; and if I fall, m; 
grare shall be made in ihiMi. ■ JB» Iwl tpttch before ttariardm' 
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SOLOMON SOUTHWICK. 



One of the grandest exhibitions of moral sublimity, to be found in 
history, either sacred or profane, waa that of Elijah P. Lovejoy, ad. 
dressing the stern and hostile multitude at Alton, who had asseot- 
bled a few days before his glorious martyrdom, to pass a resolation 
for banishing him from that city, without the spirit or the fotfmg of 
law, justice or equity. Without indictment, trial or conviction, by 
any legal or authorized tribunal, he was to be sent into exile. 

It was on the seventh night of November, 1837^ that Mr* Love- 
joy was murdered at Alton, (Illinois,) whilst defending the liberty of 
the press, tlie right to the peaceable possession of his own property, 
and the sacred cause of su^rm^ humanity, against an infuriated 
mob. 

Previously from tln-ee to four or five thousand men of Alton, and 
the vicinity, including the virtuous and orderly — if any such thero 
were — ^with the vicious, disorderly and lawless->^had assembled for 
the unhallowed purpose of sacrificing an honest man, a good citizen, 
a true patroit and republican, and a faithful servant of Grod. Such 
wasthe mau, who with the same unshaken faith, and unsubdued re- 
solution, with which Abraham was ready to sacrifice his beloved son 
at the command of his Heavenly Father ; did nobly and glorious sa- 
crifice, not the life of his son, but his own heart's blood, his own vital 
spirit, in defending from violation the sacred freedom — (not the un- 
hallowed licentiousness) — of the press ; in defending, not merely hia 
own rights and his own property, but the rights and property of every 
citizen in this union, and of every man throughout the world. Well 
may we exclaim, that a greats than Alfred, Aristides, or Cicero ; 
yea, a greater than Abraham was here ! 

He will live in the memory of the enlightened, liberal, just and 
righteous, of all ages to come ; and so long as the chords of the hu. 
man heart shall vibrate to the voice of Liberty, her pilgrims shall 
be seen bending over his tomb and bedewing it with their tears. 
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THS LSQIOH OF LIBERTY, 

WESLEY BAII^T. 

Ifiht South wouid abolkb slavery, she wouh! be entitled to about US 
more members in Congress. Every slave would be reckoned a " free 
person," and count one in the basis of representation ; whereas now 
DO counts but ** three fifths" of a " person." ' She would upon the 
iaoie principle be entitled to an additional number of electoral votes 
in the choice of President and Vice President of the United States 
likewise exemption from taxation on slave property, and in the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, would re- 
oeive the additional sum of the allowance for 16 members of Con- 
gress. In a political point of view, she would therefore be the 
Siner ; and in a moral point of view, she would gain the favor of 
e Most High, and cease to be the scorn and derision of the civi. 
lized world. How gladly would the North see the South augment 
ker civil and moral power by ceasing to make merchandize of the 
image of God. Oh how easy the South might make herself ffreat, 
would die but exedtite judgment and justice to the oppressed. May 
God in hiB mercy dispose her heart so to do — Liberty Press. 

JOHN A. COLLINS. 
While your State is made a hunting ground for the southern kid* 
nipper ; while the physical force of the entire State is pledged to 
put down an insurrection among the slaves, should (hey seek to imi- 
tate our revolutionary sires, and endeavour to secure their " inaliena- 
ble" rights by resisting their masters ; while your representatives in 
Congress are forced to recognize and treat the one hundred southern 
delegates in your national legislature, who live by the worst form of 
plunder, as good republicans; while your religion disregards the 
claims of the captive, and bolts its doors against his advoeatea; 
while your colored inhabitants are denied the rights of citi- 
tenship; while two and a half millions of your fellow-coun. 
trymen are, by general consent, held in the most absolute and 
degrading bondage, by which they are daily plundered in the 
fruits of their toil, and robbed of the ownership of their own per- 
sons ; denied the right of marriage and of the education of their chil- 
dren ; shut out from the light of science, the knowledge of the Bible, 
tnd from the hopes and consolktions of the gospel^^while these, and 
many other things equally subversive of aU the rights of man, are 
continually done, will you be indifferent or inactive to the claims 
of the bleeding captive 7 Shall we relax our efforts in consequence 
of the indiffisrence of the mass, or of the opposition of our opponents ? 

Shall outraged nature cease to feel 7 
> Shall Mercy's tears no longer flow 7 

) Shall ruffian threats of cord and steel — 

The dungeon's gloom — ^th' assassin's brow. 
Turn back the spirit roused to save 
The truth — our country — and the slave f 

Let there be a gathering from the east, west, north and locith* 
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JOHN A. COLLUNS. 

The xie«penaibilUies of our^dmse should he taken from the few, and 
aasumed by the many. The whole country should be completely 
and eflSciently organized. The floating sympathy for the slave, ah- 
sorbed by the sects and parties, would be brought to bear efficiently 
against the Moloch of liavery, if the friends in every parish, town« 
county and State, should associate together. — Facts demonstrate, 
beyond a cavil, that in those places where the associations have beea 
allowed to pass away as useless, the interest in the cause has proper^ 
tionately diminished; and it also holds true, that where the organi- 
zation haVe been regarded as a successful auxiliary to our caus^— 
an invaluable means to the accomplishment of a glorious end, the 
spirit, zeal and efficiency of the abolitionists have l^n increased. 

Our rdations to both Church and Slate, which are and have over 
been arrayed against our movements, are such at the present time 
as to demand oi all true hearts that sacrifice and self-denial neces- 
s^y to convince all those opposed to this enterprise, that we regard 
the inalienable rights of our colored brothers and sisters, weighed 
down with chains at the South aiid at the Northi with an inhuman 
and proscriptive prejudice, more than the interest of sect or party. 
Let the old and young — the rich and the poor — the farmer and the 
day laborer — the mechanic and the manufacturer — the merchant 
and the capitalist— the teacher and the physician feel this to he a 
cause which involves great interests to their country and themselves. 
In a word, let them consider that it is, emphatically, their cause. 

LINNEUS P. NOBLE. 

We have labored to infuse humanity and freedom into the partiei 
with which we havjB acted ; but we have labored in vain. We have 
hoped against hope ; we have borne and forborne, till hope has fled» 
and forbearance ceased to be a virtue* We abandon the " Demo- 
cratic^ party, because, false to its faith, it has become the ally of 
the most odious monopoly that afflicts the brotherhood of man. We 
renounce the ** Whig" party, because, pn its elevation to power, it 
has basely bowed the knee to the dark "spirit of slavery. Need we 
waste time to prove that the late administration was chained to the 
car of the slave power 7 Shall we insult your understandings hy 
accumulating evidence that the present administration is struggling 
to win even greener laurels in the race of servility and infamy 7— ' 
That the party defeated in 1840 is striving to regain power by pros- 
trating itself still lower at the footstool of the Slaveocracy, is the 
boast of its leaders ; while those in authority attempt no conceal^^ 
ment of their intention to regain their position by tiie same debasing 
means. Divided in every thing but this, let them unitedly glory in 
their shame. Repudiating their sham democracy and whigism, we 
elevate the standard of Liberty, and invite all that is pure and patri- 
otic in the land to gather around it. 

Congress must consecrate the Federal District to Freedom, and 
destroy those slave prisons which overshadow the home of our na- 
tional sovreignity. It must sever the jugular vein of the slave-sys. 
tern by inhibiting the inner state commerce hi men. It mast repeal 
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the anconsiitultonal aet of 1793, which would fain aiifhorize the 
man-mastiif to cross our free fields when howling on the track of 
human game. It must abolish slavery in Florida and welcome it 
^d the territories of the north-west to the Union, while it refuses 
admission to any State whose Constitution tolerates property iti 
man. It must indignantly reject the proffered alliance witli Texas. 
It must cherish free labor and pjovide a market for its products. It 
must enforce the doctrine that slavery is the creature of State law, 
and cannot be extended beyond its local boundaries. It must with- 
draw the support of national legislation and diplomacy from sla- 
very ; and, so far as possible, release the people of" the free States 
from all obligation to sustain the tottering system. — Address of the 
NeW'York State Liberty Convention^ Jan. 1812. 

JOSEPH C. HATHAWAY. 

. The exertions of the Society had extended over ten northern 
States, and had made great prepress in the West. The publications 
of the society were never so widely circulated as at present. The 
eight or ten lecturing agents, have been constantly employed, and 
AS many as ten thousand meetings have been held, attended by at 
least two hundred thousand persons. The Report felicilates the 
Society upon the influence of the Society upon the State of New- 
York, as proved by the recent course of the Legislature with regard 
to the slave-fugitive question ; and congratulates the friends of abo- 
litionism, that the Empire State is not yet at the feet of Virgisiia. 
%i considered that both political parties in this country were pledged 
to the support of slavery, and took the ground, strongly, that anti- 
slavery men must not strengthen either of these parties by their co- 
operation. — Annual Report of the American A. S. Society, read 
May 9, 184?. 

FREDERICK DOUGLAS 

It has been. imagined thSt the slaves of the South are not aware 
of the movements made on their behalf^ and in bclialf of 'human 
freedom, every where throughout the northern and western Slates. 
This is not true. They do know it. They know it from the mo- 
ment that the spark was first kindled in the land. They knew it 
., as soon as you knew it, sir, in your own New England. Did not 
petitions by thousands, immediately go forth for the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, and in Uie territories, and for the 
overthrow of the internal slave trade ? Heard we not that '^ And 
in the curses of our masters against the abolilionisls, did we nui 
feel instinctively that these same abolitionists were our friends 7 
And in every form of opposition in the great cause, did we not hear 
it 7 Prior to this movenient, sir, the slave in chains had no hope 
for deIivereBC&— no hope of any peace or happiness within the vale 
of tears. Darkness and despair rested gloomily upon his pros))ect, 
and not a ray of light was thrown across. But vi^hen he heard of this 
movement, hope sprang up in my mind, and in the minds of many. 
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STEPHEN S. FOSTER. 

l\ is a well established fact, that the sla^e system derives easentuU 
tupport from the nominally free States. Let the fostering care of 
the north be withdrawn, and it could not survive a single year. 
This^he South heii^f is forced to admit. '* The dissolution of the 
Union," said Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky, in a recent debate in 
Congress, "was the, dissolution of slavery, and any sensible man 
could see it." Said Mr. Arnold of Tennessee, in the same debate, 
" Suppose the dissolution to be jieaceably affected, what had the 
Sqnth to depend upon ? AH the crowned heads were against her. 
A million of slaves were ready to rise, and strike for freedom, at the 
first tap of the drum. They were cut loose from their friends at the 
Noc^h, (friends that ought to be, and without them the South had 
no friends,) whither were they to look for protection ?" It is equally 
certain, that the main channels through whicli northern influence 
flows to the South for this evil purpose, are the great national par- 
ties, political and ecclesiastical. Slavery is protected by northern 
bayonets, through the agency of the federal government ; and is sanc- 
tified, in the eyes of the people, by admission into northern pulpits- 
To break up these channels, then, and give the influence of the 
North a new and opposite direction, should be the chief aim of the 
abolitionists. If the dissolution of the Union be the dissolution of 
stavery, it is their duty to dissolve the Union — If) cut the connecting 
links, political and ecclesiastical, between the North and South, and 
leave the South to do justice to those whom she has deeply injured, 
or reap alone the bitter fruit of her oppression, in the blood and car- 
nage of a second revolution. But this can never.be done at a sin. 
gle stroke. The work of dissolution must begin with mdividuals; 
or rather, it has already begun with individuals, and must be fol- 
lowed up by associations. The most daring among us must advance 
and plant the standard in its true position, and call upon their asso- 
ciates to rally around it. In this way, ^nd in this way only, can 
the work be speedily accomplished. 

There is now among the laboring classes a deep and increasing 
aense of the injustice and impolicy of slavery, which is destined soon 
to bnrst forth, like the uncapping of a volcano. Already are they 
weary T>f its burdens-^they are outraged, almost beyond endurance, 
by its insolence — they are sick of the heartless promises of whig and 
democratic politicians-^they are disgusted with the solemncant and 
hypocritical professions of |^ro-slavery priests ; and it now remains 
£i>r the abolitionists, by a united and juudicious movement, based on 
the principles of perfect equality, to secure their confidence, and 
through their po-operation to abolish at once, tliroughout our whole 
land, the foul system of oppression and yvrong, which has so long 
tarnished its honor, and blighted its prosperity. Slavery has done 
the laboring classes in this country far greater harm than intemper- 
■uce, and they are begintting to re^liee it ; and thousands of tliem 
are now ready fo.sign a pledge of total abstinence from all that sus" 
taioaaxt. . . 
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JAMES H. DICKEY. 



In tbeiDininerDf 182!, as I returned with m j familr Trom a Tieit to 
tteBsttenHofKentocfey,! witnessed a acene Buchas I never witnpss- 
cd belbre, and such as I hope never to witnene again. Having pasBed 



Ihrouph Paiie, in Eoarbon (ounty, Ky., ihe sound of music (boyond a 
little rising ground) attracted mj attention ; I looked fbrward and saw 
the flag of my countij waving. SuppomnEthat I was about to metl a 
miUtary parade, 1 drove hastily to the inde of the road ; and having 
gained the top of the ascent, I discovered (1 Buppoee) about forty blacE 
men all chained toeether after the following manner ; each of them 
was handcuQed, and they were arranged in rank and lile. A chain, 
perhaps forty feet long, me aize of a (ifth-horse-diain, was stretched 
between the two ranks, to which shMt chdns were joined, winch con- 
nected with the baildcufiH. Behind Ihera were, I suppose, about thirW 
women in double rank, die couples tied hand to hand. A saiemn sad. 
nen aal on e*ei7 countenance, and the dianwl silence at this matdi of 



0V0BO8 WKITVIELD. 

despair was interrupted only hy the sound of two violiAs ; ^s, as if to 
addf insult to injur v, the foremost couple were furnished with a violin 
apiece ; the second couple were ornamented with cockades, while near 
the centre waved the republican flag carried by a hand lUeralif tn 
ekaini. I perhaps have mistaken some punctilios of the arrangement, 
for ** my soul was sick,** my feelings were minted and pun^nt. As 
a man, I sympathized with suffering humanity ; as a Cwistian, I 
Biftumed over the transgressions of God's holy law ; and as a rtpulM' 
emij I felt indignant to see the flag of my beloved country thus insult- 
ed. I could not forbear exclaiming to the lordly driver who rode at bis 
ease along side : " Heaven wiU curse that man who engages in such 
trafBc, and the government that protects him in it*' 1 pursued my 
journey till evening, and put up for the night. When I mentioned 
the scene I had witneBsed, **Ah!" cried my landlady, **That is my 
brother.'' From her I learned that his name is Stone, of Bourbon 
county, "Kentucky, in partnership with one Kinningham of Paris ; and 
that a few days before he had purchased a negro woman fVom a man 
in Nicholas county ; she refused to go with him ; he attempted to 
compel her, but she defended herself. Without further ceremony, lie 
stepped back, and by a blow on the side of her head with the butt of 
his whip brouc;ht her to the ground ; he tied her, and drove her o£ 

GEORGE WHITFIELD. 

. As I lately passed through your provinces in my way hither, I was 
sensibly touched with a fSlow-feeling for the miseries of the poor 
negroes. Whether it be lawful for Christians to buy slaves, and 
thereby encourage the nations from whom they are bouglit to be at 
perpetual war with each other, I shall not take upon me to determine. 
Sure I am it is «inful, when they have bought them, to use them as 
bad as though they were brutes, nay worse ; and whatever particular 
exceptions there may be (as I would charitably hope there are some) 
I fear the generality of you, who own negroes, are liable to such a 
charge ; for your slaves, I believe, work as nard, if not harder than the 
horses whereon you ride. These, after they have done their work, are 
fed and taken proper care of; but many negroes when weaned wkh 
labor on your plantations, have been obh«ed to grind their com after 
their return home. Your dogs are caressed and fondled at your table ; 
but your slaves, who are frequently styled dogs or beasts, have not an 
'equal privilege. They are scarce permitted to pick up the crumbs 
which fall from their master's table. Not to mention what numbers 
have been given up to the Inhuman usage of cruel taskmasters, who, 
by their unrelenting scourges have ploughed their backs, and made 
k>ng furrows, and at length brought them even unto death. When 
passing along I have vie%ved your plantations cleared and cultivated, 
many spacious houses built, and the owners of them faring sumptu- 
ouidy every day, my blood has frequently almost run cold within rae, 
to consider how many of your slaves had neither convenient food to 
eat nor proper raiment to put on, notwithstanding most of the comforts 
you enjoy were solely owmg to their indefatigable labors. — Letter to 
the inkabUar^U cfj\iarj^mdf Virginia^ J^qyth and Smith Ceroitna^ 1739. 
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JOHN RANKIN. 



In connexion with iheir extreme snffenng occasioned by want of 
dothing, I shall notice those which arise from M'ant of food. As the 
making of grain is the main object of their mancipation, masters will 
sacrifice as Tittle as possible in giving them food. It often happens 
that what will barely keep them alive, is all that a cruel avarice w^ 
allow thenL Hence, in some instances, their allowance has been 
reduced to a single pint of corn each, during the day and night And 
in some places the best allowance is a peck of com each during the 
week, while perhaps they are not permitted to taste meat so much as 
once in the course of seven years, except what little they may be able 
to steal ! Thousands of them are pressed with the ^nawings of cruel 
kunger during their whole lives — an insatiable avarice will not grant 
them a single comfortable meal to satisfy the cravings of nature! 
Such cruelty far exceeds the powers of description ! 

The slaveholder has it in his power to violate the chastity of his 
slaves. And not a few are beastly enough to exercise such power. 
Hence it happens, that in some families it is difficult to distingmsh the 
free children from the slaves. It is sometimes the case, that the largest 
part of the master^s own children are bom, not of bis wife, but of the 
wives and daughters of his slaves, whom he has basely prostituted as 
well as enslaved. His poor slaves are his property, and, therefore, 
mast yield to his lusts as well as to his avarice ! He may perpetrate 
upon them the most horrid crimes, and they have no redress ! The 
.wretched slave must, without a murmuring word, give up his wife, or 
daaghter, for prostitution, should his master be vile enough to demand 
her of him ! It must be a horrid crime for any state to give one man 
such power over another, end such crime has every slav^olding state 
committed. I am far 4om wishing to intimate that this power is 
eenerally so grossly exercised as it rai^ht be. Some slaveholders are, 
doubtless, as chaste as any other people, and conscientiously endeavor 
. to preserve the chastity of their slaves ; but I wish to show the extent 
of the power with which they are vested, and the shocking manner in 
which it is sometimes exercised* 

In this place I will further remark, that slavery not merely puts the 
chastity of the slave in the power of the master, but also exposes it to 
attacks from every lecherous class of men. Slaves cannot bear testi- 
mony against people that are white and free— hence a wide door is 
evened for the practice, both of violence and seduction, without detec- 
tion ; and the consequences of this are exceedingly manifest in every 
slaveholding country- — every town and its vicinity soon become crowded 
with mulattoes. In this respect slavery is the very sink c^ filthiness, 
and the source of every hateful abomination. It seems to me astonish- 
ing that any government, much more that of the United States, should 
sanction such a source of monstrous crime as slavery evidently is ! 

^ A wealthy citizen of Georgia purchased, on shipboard, six African 
^Is, who probably were directly Rom Africa, and having brought them 
home, he put them into the hands of his overseer, and ordered him to 
assign tnem a certain portion- of labor daring each day of the yr^fk^ 
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and in case they should fail to perform it, he was commanded to ghre 
them a considerable number of lashes each, ^nd add the remainder of 
the task to the next day's labor, and in case they should fail to perform 
the whole, he was ordered to add tx) the numba' of lashes in proportion 
to the failure, and srill to add the deficiency to the next day's lat)or, 
and thus he was daily to increase both the labor and stripes m case <n 
failure. The overseer, hard-hearted as he Was, expostulated wi^h him, 
and assured him that the labor was more than the girls were able to 
perforin, but he swore with a tremendous oath that they should do it 
or die. The poor creatures commenced the dreadful task, but being 
unaccustomed to such labor, their hands were soon worn to the quick ; 
tills they endured with patience, and did all they could to perform what 
was assigned them, but they were totally unable to accomplish it ; they 
fiiiled on the first day, and received the cruel lashes. The next morning 
with sore backs and bleeding hands they attempted the enlarged ta» 
— their hoehandles were soon made red with tneir innocent blood-— 
they labored with great assiduity, but they could not perform the un- 
reasonable task, and conseauently received the enlarged number of 
lashes. On the third momm^ they commenced again, but the task 
was so much enlarged that all hope of performing it was entirely 
precluded, and tlie enormously increased number of lashes became 
certain — the unhappy creatures despaired of life, and concluded that 
they must inevitably die under the torturing lash, unless they could 
despatch themselves in some other method. This appeared to be the 
only means of escaping the most terrible cruelty. Hence they formed 
and executed the dreadful design of hanging themselves. The horn 
blew for dinner, all starred to their huts, but these unfortunate ^rls 
lingered behind, and unobserved by the rest of the company turned 
aside into a thicket, and there all six hanged themselves ! They were 
soon missed, and search was quickly made for them — they were im- 
mediately found, and the cruel master enraged by the disappointment 
and loss, made every possible exertion to bring them back to life, that 
they might again fail under the weight of his vengeance ! but all his 
attempts were in vain — their souls were gone into an awful eternity, 
and had their eternal destiny unalterably fixed ! And being exceed- 
ingly exasperated on finding that they had cscnped from his hand, he 
ordered a nole to be dug for them, and caused them to be tumbled into 
it like mere animal carcasses, while he vented the most awful impre* 
cations upon them ! And the overseer was ordered to exact from the 
rest of his slaves what labor he intended them to perform. 

A certain eitizcn of Kentucky purchased a piece of furniture, and 
after he brought it home, his wife unfortunately broke some small part 
of it, and that in the presence of a neighboring gentleman ; she never^ 
tlielcss charged it upon a black girl of about seventeen years of age. 
The ^rl honestly declared her innocence, but the mistress persisted in 
her cnarge against her. At length the brutish master seized the poor 
unfortunate girl, drew her clothes up over her head, hanged her by 
them to the limb of a tree, and in that shameful position whipt her 
Reveral times very severely. By the extremity of torture she wee 
sometimes forced to say that she did break the furniture, but in the 
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moment of respite, ehe wooM honeetly deny it again — and this subjected 
ber to more torture. Fortunately for th^ poor girl the gentleman who 
was present when the mistress broke the furniture, happened to be 

Saseing bv — ho paused in amazement at the shocking scene— he soon 
iscoverea the cause of the cruelty — indignation overcame him — he 
approached the brutish master and told h.m that his own wife had 
broken the furniture in his presence^ and declared that if he did not 
cease from torturing the poor girl he would give him as much as he 
bad fflven her — with this the shameless monster thought it necessary to 
comply, and for that time the poor girl was released uom his tortunnj^ 
liaocL The gentleman who rescued the girl and stated this fact, is 
now a resident of the stateof Ohio, and is known to be a man of truth. 
"In the county of Livingston, Ky., near the mouth of the Cumber- 
land, lived Lilbum Lewis, a sister's son of the venerable Jefferson. 
He, who * suckled at fair Freedom's breast,' was the wealthy owner 
of a considerable number of slaves, whom he drove constantly, fed 
sparingly, and lashed severely. ^ The consequence was, they would 
run away. This must have ^ven to a man of spirit and a man of 
business great anxieties until he found them, or until they had starved 
out and returned. Amon^ the rest was an ill grown boy about seventeen, 
who having just returned from a skulking spell, was sent to the spring 
for water, and in returning let fall an elegant pitcher. It was dashed 
to flhivers upon the rockS' This was the occasion. It was ni^ht, and 
the slaves all at home. The master had them collected into £e most 
roomy negro house, and a rousing fire made. When the door was 
secured^ that none might escape, eiuer through fear of him or sympathy 
with George, he opened the aesign of the interview, namely, that they 
might be ^ectually tau^t to stay at home and obey his orders. All 
things being now in tram, he called up George, who approached his 
master with the most unreserved submission. He bound him with 
cords, and by the assistance of his younger brother, laid him on a broad 
bench, or meat block. He now proceeded to whang off George by 
the ancles ! ! It was with the broad axe ! — In vain did the unhappy 
victim SCREAM AND roar! He was completely in his master's power. 
Not a hand amongst so many durst interfere. Casting the feet into 
the fire, ho lectured them at some length. He whacked him off 
below the knees! George roaring out, and praying his master to 
BEGIN AT the OTHER END ! He admonished them again, throwing 
the legs iuto the fire ! Then above the knees, tossing the joints into 
the fire ! He again lectured them at leisure. The next stroke severed 
the thighs from the body. These were also committed to the dames. 
And so off the arms, head^ and trunk, until all was in the fire ! Still 
protracting the intervals with lectures, and threateninojs of like punish- 
ment in case of disobedience, and running away, or disclosure of this 
tragedy. Nothing now remained but to consume the flesh and bones ; 
ai^d for tliis purpose the fire was briskly stirred, until two hours afler 
midni^t. WILLIAM DICKEY." 

A member of Lane Seminary, from Alabama, speaking of the 
cruelties practised upon the slaves, said — "At our house it is so 



LETTER TO MB* TAPVAlV. 

• 
eamm<m to hear their tcresiiM from ft nd^borin^ plantatioii, thtt 
think nothing of it The overseer of this plantation told me one day, 
he laid a young woman over a log, and beat her so severely that m 
Was soon after delivered of a deacH^d. A briokiayer, a neighbor of 
ours, owned a very smart youns negro man, who ran away ; bat wa« 
eaught When his master ^t him home, he stripped him naked, tied 
him up by his hands, in plain sieht and hearing of the academy and 
the puolic green, so high thai his feet could not touch the ground ; theft 
tied them together, ana put a long board between his legs to keep him 
steady. Aner preparing him in this way, he took a paddle, bored it 
full of holes, and commenced beating him with it He continued it 
leisurely all day. At night his flesh was literally pounded to a jelly. 
It was two weeks before he was able to walk. No one took any 
notice (rf'it No one thought any wrong was done." 

**Mr. , of Missouri, amongst others, related the following;— 

^ A young woman who was generuly very badly treated, after receiving 
a more severe whipping than usual, ran aw^y. In a few days she 
came back, and was sent into the fleld to worii. At this time, the 
garment next her skin was stiff like a scab^ from the running of tiie 
sores made by the whipping. Towards mght, she told her master 
that she was sick, and wished to go to the house. She went ; and aa 
soon as she reached it, laid down on the floor exhausted. The mistress 
asked her what the matter was 7 She made no replv. She asked 
again; but received no answer. *I'll see,' said she, 'if I can*t make 
you speak.' So taking the tongs, she heated them red hot, and put 
them upon the bottoms of her feet ; then upon her l^s and body ; and, 
fmally, in a ra^e, took hold of her throat This haa the desired effect. 
The poor girl faintly whispered, 'Oh, missee^ don't—I am most gone^' 
and expired," 

We want no other commentary on the state of feeling in that com- 
munity than this. The woman yet lives there, and owns slaves. 

A. Wattlbs. 

LETTER TO MR. TAPPAN. 

But let me turn your attention to another species of cruelty* About 
a year since, I knew a certain slave who had deserted his master, to be 
caught and for the first ni^ht fastened in the stocks. In those same 
stocKs from which at midnight I have heard the cries of distress, while 
the master sl^t, and was dreaming perhaps of drinking wine and of 
<fiscussing the price of cotton. On the next morning he was chained 
in an immoveable posture, and branded in both cheeks, with red hot 
stamps of iron. Such are the tender mercies of men who love wealth, 
and are determined to obtain it at any price. 

There was, some time since, In'ou^t to trial in this town, a planter 
wsidin^ about fifteen miles distant, for whipping his slave to death. 
You will suppose of course that he was punished. No sir, he waa 
acquitted, altnough there could be no doubt of the &ct I heard the 
tale of murder from a man who was acquainted with all the circum- 
stances. ** I was," said he, '' passing along the road near the burytiffi 
grouo^ of the plantation, about nine o'clock at night, when I saw Severn 
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fi^ta gleaming thfoagh thb woods — and as I appnmefaed, in order to 
•ee wlMt was doing, I beheld the coroner of.lNfatche^ with a number 
of mm, standing around the body of a young female, which by the 
torches seemed almost perfectly white. On inqifiry I learned that the 
master had so unmercifully beaten this girl that she died under the 
operation^ And that also he bad so severely punished another of his 
■uiTes that he was but just alive. — Letter to Mr, Tappaa from 
^aUhez, 1831. 

CASES OP CRUELTY. ' 

Mr. William Ladd, known as a friend of colonization and an oppo-. 
Dent of Anti-Slavery Societies, and not likely, therefore to exa^erate, 
but rather to soften the harsh features of the system, alludes publicly 
to the following, among other horrors which he has witnessed : A 
gentleman of his acquaintance, was oi!ended with a female slave. He 
seized her by the arm, and thrust her hand into the fire, and there he 
held it until it was burnt oST. *^ I saw," said Mr. Ladd, " the withered 
stump,*' — kAddresa at Cotonizutum Society of Massachusetts, 1833. 

** Mr. Sntclifl^ an English Cluaker, who travelled in this country, 
relates a case very like 3iat of the Kentucky girl, only that the catas- 
trophe was more shocking. A-slave owner, near Lewistown, in the 
state of Delaware, lost a piece of leather. He charged a little slave 
boy with stealing it. The boy denied. The master tied the boy's 
feet, and suspended him from the limb of a tree, attaching a heavy 
weight to his ancles, as is usual in such cases, to prevent such kicking 
and writhing as would break the blows. He then whipped ; the boy 
confessed ; and then he commenced whipping anew for the ofience 
itself. He was a kind master, and never whipped the lad agaip, for 
he died under the lash ! Then the slaveholder's own son, smitten with 
remorse, acknowledged that he took the leath^. 

''An honorable friend, who stands hi^h in the state and in the 
nation, was present at the burial of a femde slave in Mississippi, who 
had been whipped to death at the post b^ her master, because she 
was gone longer of an errand to the neighboring town, than her 
master thought necessary. Under the lash she protested that she was 
ill, and was obliged to rest in the iields. To complete the climax of 
horror, she was delivered of a dead infant before her master had com- 
pleted bis work V^-^ChUd's Despotism of Freedom, 

Scene in Georgia. — ^The two convicts w*ere hung together ; and after 
they were auite dead, a consultation was held amongst the gentlemen, 
as to the luture disposition of Billy, who, having l>een in the house 
where his master was murdered, and not having given immediate in 
formation of the fact, was held to be guilty of concealing the deadi ; 
and was accordingly sentenced to receive five hundred lashes. I was 
in the branches of a tree close by the place where tHts court was held, 
and distinctly heard its proceedings and judgment Some went to the 
woods to cut hickories, whilst others stripped Billv and tied him to a 
tree. More than twenty long switches, some of them six or seven 
feet in length, had be^n procured ; and two men applied the rods at 
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V 

the same time, one standing on each side of tlie culprit ; one of them 
using his left hand. I had oilen seen black men whipped, and had 
always, where the lash was applied with great severity, heard the suf- 
ferer cry out and beg for mercy ; but in thia case, the pain inflicted by 
these double blows of the. hickory was ea intense, tnat Billy never 
uttered so much ad a groan ; and 1 do not believe be breathed for the 
space of two minutes after he received the first strokes. He shrunk 
his body close to tbe trunk of the tree, around which his arms and le.^s 
were lashed ^ drew his shoulders up to his head like a dying man, and 
trembled, or rather shivered, in all his members. The blfx)d flowed 
from the comineoceinent, and in a fow minutes lay in small puddlos 
at the- root of the tree. 1 saw flakes of flesh as long as' niy finger fall 
out of the gashes in his back ; and 1 believe he M'as insensible duiing 
all the time that he was receiving the last two hundred lashes. When 
the whole five hundred had been counted by' the person appointed to 
perform this duty, the half-dead body was unbound and laid in the 
shade of the tree upon which I sat The gentlemen who had done the 
whipping, eight or ten in number, being joined by their friends, then 
cUme under the tree, and drank punch until their dinner was made 
ready, under a booth of green boughs at a short distance. 

Alter dinner, Billy, who had been groaning on the ground where he 
was laid, was taken up, placed in the cart in which Lucy and Frank had 
been brought to the gallows, and conveyed to the dwelling of his late 
master, where he was confined ta the house and his bed more than 
three months, and was never worth much afterwards, while I remained 
in Georgia. 

Certamly those who were handed well deserved their punishment, 
but it was a very arbitrary exercise of power to whip a man until he 
was insensible, because he did not prevent a murder which was com- 
mitted without, his knowledge ; ana I could not understand the riglit 
of punishing him because he was so weak or timorous, as to refrain 
from a disclosure of the crime the moment it came to his ears. — Hfe 
of Charles BalL 

[Those who a.e desirous of witnessing a further exposition ot the 
legitimately bitter fruits of Slavery, are referred to '* Ambrican 
Slavery as it is ;— Testimony of a Thousand Witnbsbbs," for 
flole at the Anti-Slavery Depositories.] 
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Tbs case of Human Righia ogainat Slaver; hia been adjudicind 
in the court of conBcienoe timca iniiumersble. Thasarue verdiclhu 
riwajB been rendered — " Guitlyl" the eame aentence has aluraya betai 
pronounced, " Lei it be accursed '." and human nature, with b»r 
million echoes, has rung it rounrt the world in every laDijuage unde; 
heaven, " Let it be accursed '. Let it be accursed ', !" His heart is 
&lEe to human nature, who will not say " Amen." There is nut r 
man on earth who does not believe that slavery Is a curse. Haman 
beintrs ma? be incansislent, but human nature is (rue to herself. Siu-. 
haa uttered her teatimonj against slavery irilh a shriek ever since (be 
moDB(eT was beeotlen ; and (ill it perishes amidst the execrations of 
the Universe, ehe will traverse (he world on its track, dealing- liei 
bol(s upon Its head, and dashing against it her condemnins brand. 
We repeat t(, every man knows that slavery n a curse. Whoever 
denies this, hia lipa libel his heart. Try him ; clank the chains in 
his ears, and (ell him they arc for him ; give him an hour to prepara 
his wife and children for a life of slaveiy; bid him make hasle an^ 
get ready their necks f{>r the yoke, and their wrists for the coffli 
chains, then look at his pale lips and Irembliug knees, and you have 
Nature's (eatimony against slavery. 

We will prove that the slaves in the Uni(ed Stales are treated with 
barbarous inhumanity ; that ihoy are overworked, under^, wretch- 
edly ciad ftnd lodged, and have insuffioicnt sleep ; that Ihcy are often 
made to wear roond their necka iron collars armed with prongs, (o 
drag heavy chains and weights at their feet while wwkine in the field, 
and to wear yoks, and bells, and iron horns; that they are ofUn 
kept confined in the stocks day and night for weeks together, made 
to wear gags in their mouths Ibr hours er days, have some of their . 
fh>nt (octh torn out or broken off, that they may be easily delected 
when they run away i (hat they are frequently flogged with terriUs 
severity, bale red popper rubbed into their lacerated flash, and hoi 
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brine, spirits of turppiitin€, &o. poured over the gfashes to iiicreftse 
the torture ; that they are offen stripped naked, their backs and limbs 
cut with knives, bruised and niangled by scores and hundred$ of 
blows with the paddle, and terribly torn by the claws of cats, drawn 
over them by their tormentors ; that they are often hunted with blood 
hounds and shot down like beasts, or torn in pieces by dogs ; that 
they are often suspended by the arms and whipped and beaten till 
they fkint, and when revived by restoratives, beaten agam till they 
faint, and sometimes till they die ) that their ears are often cut off, 
their eyes knocked out, their bones broken, their flesh branded witli 
red hot irons ; that they are maiii\cd, mutilated and burned to death 
over Slow fires. All these things, and mor«, and worse, w'e shdli 
prove, by the testimony of scores and hundreds of eye witnesses, by 
the testimony of slave-holders in all parts of the slave states, by slave- 
holding members of congress and of state legislatures, by ambassa- 
dors to foreign courts, by judges, by doctors of divinity^ and clergy- 
men of all denominations, by merchants, mechanics, lawyers and 
physicians, by presidents and professors in colleges and professional 
seminaries, by planters, overseers and drivers. We shall show, not 
merely that such tjeeds are committed, but that they are frequent ; 
Hot done in corners, but before the sun ; not in one of the slave states, 
but in all of them ; not perpetrated by brutal overseers and drivers 
merely, but by magistrates, by logislatore, by professors of relfc. 
gion, by preachers of the gospel, by governors of states, by «* gen- 
tlemen of property and standing," and by delicate females moving in 
the " highest circles of society." 

Tiberius^ Claudius, and Caligula, began the exercise of their 
power with '"singular forbearance, and each grew into a prodigy of 
criielty. So averse was Caligula to bloodshed, that he refused to 
look at a list of conspirators against his own life, which was l^anded 
to him ; yet afterwards, a more cruel wretch never wielded a sceptre. 
In his thirst for slaughter, he wished all the necks in Rome one, tliat 
he might cut them off at a blow. 

Domttian, at the commencement of his reign, carried his abhor- 
rence of. cruelty to such lengths, that, he forbad the sacriBcing of 
oxen, and would sit whole days on the judgment-seat, reversing the 
the unjust decisions of corrupt judges ; yet afterwards, he surpassed 
even Nero in cruelty. Commodus began with gentleness and conde- 
scension, but soon became a terror and a scourge, outstripping in his 
atrocities most of his predecessors. Maximinus too, was just ana gener. 
ouB when first invested with power, but afterwards rioted in slaughter 
with the relish of a fiend. Ili&tory has well said of this ' monarch, 
* the change in his disposition may readily serve to show how dan- 
gerous a thing is power, that could transform a person of such rigid 
virtues into such a monster.* 
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HORACE MOULTON. 



One slave, who was onder my care, was whipped, I think one hqai^. 
dred lashes^ fur getting a small handful of wood frorrf his master's 
yard without leave. 1 heard an overseer boasling to hrs master that 
he gave one of the boys seventy lashes, for not doing a job of work 
just as he thought it ought to be done. The owner of tne slave ap- 
])eared to be pleased that the overseer had been so faithful. The 
apology they make for whipping so cruelly is, that it is to frightea 
the rest of the gang. The masters say, that what we call an ordi- 
nary flogging will not subdue the slaves ; hence the most cruel and 
barbarous scourgings ever witnessed by man are daily and hourly in- 
flicted upon the iiake4 bodies of these miserable bondmen ; not by 
masters and negro.drivers only, but by the constables in the common 
markets and jailors in their yards. 

It is very comn.on for masters to say to the overseers or drivers, 
*< put it on to thcin,^ " don't spare that fellow," " give that scoundrel 
one bundle J laslics," &.c. Whipping the women when in delicate 
circumstances, as they sometimes do, without any regard to their en- 
treaties or the entreaties of their nearetit friends, ie truly barbarouB. 
If negroes could testify, they would tell you of instances of women 
being whipped nntil they have miscarried at the whipping«post. I 
heard of such things at the south — they are undoubtedly facts. Chil. 
dren are whipped unmercifully for the smallest offences, and that be- 
fore their mothers. A large pi o;;ortion of the blacks have tlieir shoul- 
dersy backs, and arms all scarred up, and not a few of them havc^ 
had their heads laid open with clubs,- stones, and brick.b%ts, and 
with the butt-end of whips and canes — some have had their jawa 
broken, others their teeth knocked in or out ; while otiiArs have had 
their ears cropped and the sides of their cheeks gashed out. Some 
-of th^ poor creatures have lost the sight of one of' their eyes by the 
careless blows of the whipper, or by some other violence. 

But punishing slaves as above described, is not the only mode of 
torture. Some tie tiiem up in a very uneasy posture, where they 
must stand all night, and they will then work them hard all day — 
that is, work them hard all day and torment theni all night. Others 
punish by fastening them down on a log, or so^uething else, and 
strike them on the bare skin with a board paddle fuU of holes. This 
breaks the skin, I should presume, at every hole where it comes in 
contact with it. Others, when other modes of punishment will not 
subdue them, cat-haul them — ^^that is, take a cat by the nape of the 
neck and tail, orby the hind legs, and drag the claws across the back 
until satii^ed. This kind of punishment poisons the flesh much 
worse than the whip, and is more di*eaded by the slave. Some are 
branded by a hot iron, others have (heir flesh cut out in large gashes, 
to mark them. Some who are prone to rpn away, have ii'on fetters 
riveted around their ancles, sometimes they are put only on one foot, 
and are dragged cm the ground. Others have on large iron collars 
or yokes upon tbeir necks, or cloffs riveted upon their wrists or an- 
cles. Some have bells put upon them, hung upon a sort of frame to 
an iron collar. 
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Another -dark side of slavery is the neglect of the aged and sick. 
Many when sick, are suspected by their masters of feigrnlng sickness, 
ahcf are therefore whipped out to work after disease has got fast hold 
of them ; when the masteri^ learn, that they are really sick, they are 
in many instances left alone in their cabins during work hours ; not 
B few of the slaves are left to die without having one friend to wipe 
off the sweat of death. When the slaves are sick, the masters do 
not, as a general thing, employ physicians, but ** dootor" them them- 
selves, and their mode of practice in almost all cases is to bleed and 
give salts, 

SARAH M. GRIMKE. 

A highly intelligent slave, who panted after freedom with cease^ 
less longings, ma(^ many attempts to get pidssession of himself. For 
every offence he was punished with extreme severity. At one time 
he was tied up by his hands to a tree, and whipped until his back 
was one gore of blood. To this terrible infliction he was su^ected 
at intervals for several weeks, and kept heavily ironed while fit his 
work. His master one day accused him of a fault, in the usual 
terms dictated by passion and arbitrary power ; the man protested 
his innocence, but was not credited^ He again refeUed the charge 
with honest indignation* His master's temper rose almost to frenzy; 
«nd seizing a fork, he made a deadly plunge at the breast of his slave. 
The man being far his superior in strength, caught his arm, and 
dashed the weapon on the floor. His master grasped at his throat, 
but the slave disengaged himself, and rushe4 from the apartment. 
Having mtde his escape, he fled to the woods ; and after wandering 
about fai many months, living on roots and berries, and enduring 
^Y&ty hardship, he was arrested and committed to jail. Here he lay 
for a considerable time,-- allowed scarcely food enou|^h to sustain life, 
whipped in the most shocking manner, and confined in a cell so loath, 
some, that when his master visited him, he said the stench was 
eaoBgh to knock a man down. The filth had never been removed 
from the apartment since the poor creature had been immured in it. 
Although a black man, such had been the eflbct of starvation and 
suffering, that his master declared he hardly recognized him — his 
complexion was so yellow, and his hair, naturally thick and black, 
had become red and. scanty ; an infallible sign of long continued liv- 
ing on bad and insu^cient food. Stripes, imprisonment, and the 
giiawings of hunger, had broken his lofty spirit for a season ; and, 
to use his master's own exulting expression, he was ** as humble as 
a dog.*' After a time he made another attempt to escape, and was 
absent so long, that a reward was offered for him, dead or alive. He 
eluded every attempt to take him, and his master, despairing of ever 

fetting him again, oflered to pardon him if he would return homo, 
t is always understood that such intelligence will reach the runaway ; 
and accordingly, at the enta-eaties of his wife and another, the fugi- 
tive once more consented to return to his bitter bondage. I believe 
this was the last effort to obtain his liberty. His heart become 
totiehed with the power of the gospel ; and the spirit which no in- 

16» 
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flictions could subdue, bowed at the cross of Jesufl, and with tli« 
language on his lips — " the cup that my father hath given me, sh&li 
I not drink it ?" submitted to the yoke of the oppressor, and wore 
his chains in unmurmuring patience till death released Tiim. The 
master who perpetrated these wrongs upon his slave, was one of the 
most influential and honored citizens of South Carolina, and to his 
equals was bland, and courteous, and benevolent even to a proverb. 



JOHN GRAHAM. 

Afler the blessing was asked at the breakfast table, one of the ser* 
vants, a woman grown, in giving one of the children some mo* 
lasses, happened to pour out a little more than usual, though not 
more than the child usually eats. Her master was angry at the pet. 
ty and indifierent mistake, or slip of the hand. He rose from the 
table, took both of her hands in one of his, and with the other be. 
gan to beat her, first on one side of her head and then on the other, 
and repeating this, till, as he said on sitting down at table, it hurt 
his hand too much to continue it longer. He then took off his shoe, 
and with the heel began in the same manner as with bis hand, till 
the poor creature could no longer endure it without acreeehes and 
raising her elbow as it is natural to ward off the Mows. He then 
called 1 great overgrown negro to hold her hands behind her while 
be shonld wreak his vel^geance upon the poor servant. In this post' 
fbion he began again to beat the poor suffering wretch. It now be. 
came intolerable to bear ; .she fell, screaming to me for help. After 
.ehe ^Il« he beat her until 1 thought she would have died ilf his hands* 
She got up, however, went oiit and washed off the blood and came 
in before we rose from table, one of the most pitiable objects I ever 
caw till I came to the south. Her ears were almost as thick as my 
hand, her eyes awfully bioed-shotten, her lips, nose, cheeks, chin, 
^d whole head swollen sothatnoone would have known it was Etta 
M-^and for all this, she had to turn round as she was g(Mng out and 
thank her master ! 



WILLIAM POE, 

Benjamin James Harris, a wealthy tobacconist of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, whipped a slave girl fifteen years old to death. While he was 
whipping herr his wife heated a smoothing iron, put it on her body 
in various places, and burned her severely. The verdict of the coro. 
ner's inquest was, " Died of excessive whipping." He was tried ix» 
Richmond, and acquitted. - I attended the triad. Some years after, 
this same Harris whipped another slave to death: The man had not 
done so much work as was required of him. After a number of pro 
trasted and violent scourgings, with short intervals between, the slave 
died under the laSh. Harris was tried, and again acquitted, becausf 
none but blacks saw it done. The same man afterwards whipped 
another slave severely, for not doing work to please him. After re 
pealed and severe floggings in quick succession, for the satne cause, 
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the ilave, in despair of pleasing him, cut off his own hand. Hartii 
soon after became a bankrupt, went to New-Orleans to recruit hia 
finances, failed, xemoved to Kentucky, became a maniac, and died. 



PRIVATIONS OF SLAVES. 

V^-^ confining the slaves to the southern states, where crops are 
raised for exportation, and bread and meat are purchased, you doom 
them to scarcity and hunger. It is proposed to Rem in the blacks 
where they are ill ied.^-'AlexAnder Smyth. 

Speaking of the condition of slares, in the eastern part of that 
state, the report jsays^-^The master puts the unfortunate wretches 
upon short allowances, scarcely sufficient for their sustenance, so that 
a great part of them go half starved much of the tXme.'-^Gradual 
Emancipation Soc. N, Carolina, 

The slaves down the Mississippi, are halfjstarved, the boats when 
they stop at night, are constantly boarded by slaves, begging ^r 
something to eat.— TViim^ Boudinot. 

A few years since, he was at a brick yard in the environs of New* 
Orleans, in which one hundred hands were employed ; among them 
were from twenty to thirty young women, in the prime of life. He 
was told by the proprietor, that there had not been a child born among 
them for the last two or tftree years, although they all had husbands^ 
— tf<m, H, Clay. 



JOHN WOOLMAN. . 

Many of tH*e white people in these provinces, take little or no care 
of zkegro marriages ; and when negroes marry, after their own way, 
some make so httle account of tifose marriages, that, with views of 
outward interest, they often part men from their wives, by selling 
them far asundeir ; which is common when o^tates are sold by execu^ 
tors at v^idue. 

Many whose labor is heavy, bein? followed at their business in the 
field by a man with a whip, hired for that purpose, — have, in com. 
xnon, little else allowed them but one peck of Indian corn and some 
salt fur one week, with a few potatoes. (The potatoes they common, 
ly raise by their labor on the first day of the week.) The correction 
ensuing on their disobedience to overseers, or slothfulness in business, 
is often very severe, and sometimes desperate. Men and women have 
iQany times scarce clothes enough to hide their nakedness— and boys 
and girls, ten and twelve years old, are oflen quite naked among 
their masters' children. Some use endeavors to instruct those (ne- 
gro children) they have in reading ; but in common, this is not only 
Q^lected, but disapproved. 



JAMES K. PAULDING. \ 

The sun was shining out very hot — and in tnrning the angle of 
the road, we encountered the following group: first, a Utlte carl 
drawn by one horse, in which five or six half naked black childwn 
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were tumbled like pige together. The ctfrt had no coTeringr, ud tli0f 
■eemed to hare been broiled to sleep.Behmd the cart marched three bkek 
women, with hrad, neck and breasts uncovered, and Without shoes 
or stockings : next came three men, bare-headed, ^d chained together 
with an ox-chain. Last of all, came a white nOn on horse back, 
carrying his pistols in his belt, and who, as we passed, him, had the 
impudence to look us in the face without blushing. At a house 
where we stopped a little further on, we learned that he had bought 
these muerable beings in Maryland, and was marching them in this 
manner to one of the more southern states. Shame .on the state of 
Maryland ! and 1 isay, shame on the stale of Vir^nia ! and every 
state through which this wretched cavalcade wai permitted to pass ! 
I do say, that when they (the slave-holders) permit such flagrant and 
indecent outrages upon humanity as that I have described ; when 
they sanction a villain, in thus marching half naked women and 
men, loaded with chains, without being charged with any crime but 
that of being black, from one section of the I^ited States to another, 
hundreds of miles in the face of dayj they disgrace themselves, and 
the country to which fhey be]ong.-^X(effer« fiom the Soittk, Firwt 
Edition, 



STEPHEN SEWAVJL 

I was witness to such cruelties by an overseer to a slave, that he 
twice attempted to drown himself, to get out of his power: this was 
on a raft of staves, in the Mobile river. I saw an owner take his 
runaway slave, tie'a rope round him, then get on his l|prse, give the 
slave and horse a cut with the whip, aiid run the poor creature bare- 
footed, very fast, over rough ground, where smadl black jack oaks 
had been cut up, leaving the sharp slumps, on which the slave woidd 
frequently fall ; then the master would drag him as long as he could 
himself hold out ; then stop, and whip him up on his feet again— then 
proceed as b^ore. This continued until he got out of my sight, which 
was about half a mile. But what further cruelties this wretched man, 
(whose passion was so excited that he could scarcely utter a #ord 
when ho took the slave into his own power,) inflicted upon his poor 
victiffl, the day of judgment will unfold. 

I have seen slaves severely whipped on plantations, but this is an 
every day occurrence, and comes under the head of general treat- 
ment. 

I have known t^e case of a husband compelled to Whip bis wi^. 
This I did not witness, though not two rods from the cabin at the 
time. 

I will now mention the ease of cruelty before referred to. In 1820 
or 21, while the public works were going forward on Dauphin Is* 
land, Mobile Bay, a contractor, engaged on the works, beat one of 
his slaves so 9everely that the poor creature had no longer power to' 
writhe uuder his suffering : he took out his knife, and began to put 
bis flesh in strips, from his hips down. At this moment the gentle- 
man refbrred to, who was also a contractor, shocked at such inhu- 
manity, stepped forward, between the wieteh and his victim, and ez- 
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claimed, * If you touch UialBlave again you do it at the pent of joqk 
lift?.* The slave-holder raved at him for interfering between him and 
his slave ; but he wa» obliged to drop^ his victim, fearing the arm of 
my friend — whose stature and physical powers were extraordinary. 



COLMAN S. HO0GES. 

I have f^-equently seen the misti-ess of a family in Virginia, wiUi 
whom I was well acquainted, beat the woman *who performed the 
kitchen work, with a stick two feet and a half long, and nearly as 
ihick as my wrist ; striking her over the head, and across the small 
ef the back, as she was bent over at her work, with as much spite 
as you would a spake, and for what I should consider no ofience at 
all. There lived in this same family a young man, a slave, who was 
in. the habit of running away. He returned one time after a week's 
absence. The master took him into the barn, stripped him entirely 
naked, tied him up by his hands so high that he could not reach the 
floor, tied his feet together,, and put a small rail between his legs, so 
that be could not avoid the blows, and commenced whipping him. 
He told me that he gave him five hundred lashes. At any rate, he 
was covered with wounds from head to fbot. Not a place as big as 
my hand but what was cut. Such things as these are perfectly com. 
mon all over Virginia ; at least so far as I am acquainted. Greneral- 
ly, planters avoid punishing their, slaves before strangers. 



JOSEPH IDE.* 

I have never actually witnessed a whipping dcene, for they, axe 
Ui^ally taken into some back place for that purpose ; but I have ofleii 
lieard their groans and screams While writhing under the lash ; and 
have seen the blood flow from their torn and lacerated skins ^ter the 
vengeance of the inhuman master or mistress had been glutted. Mrs. 
T— ^ — , had a female slave whom she used to whip unmercifully, and 
Oh one oc(;a.sion, she whipped her as long as she had strength, and 
after the poor creature was suffered to go, she crawled off into a ceL 
lar. As she did not immediately return, search was made, and she 
was found dead in the cellar, and the horrid deed was kept a secret 
in the family, audit was reported that she died of siekness. This 
wretch at the same time was a member of a Presbyterian church. 
I'owards her slaves she was certainly the most cruel wretch of any ' 
woman with whom I was ever acquainted — ^yet she was nothing more 
than a slaveholder.. She would deplore slavery as much as I did, and 
often told me she was much of an abolitionist as I was. She was 
constant in. the declaration that her kind treatment to her slaves was 
proverbial. Thought I, then the hard have mercy on the rest. She ' 
has often told me of the cruel treatment of the slaves on a plantation 
adjoining her father's in the low country of South Carolina. She 
says she has often seen them driven to the necessity of eating frogs 
a^d lizards to sustain life. 
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PHINEAS SMITH. 

Avarice and cruelty constitute the very gist of the wliole slave sys. 
teas. Many of the enormities committed upon the plantations will 
not be described till God brings to light the hidden things of darkness; 
then the tears and groans and blood of innocent men, women and 
children will be revealed, and the oppressor's spirit must confi'ont 
that of his victim. 

An overseer by the name of Alexander, notorious for his cruelty, 
was found dead in the timbered lands of the Brasses. It was sup- 
posed that he was murdered, but who perpetrated the act was un- 
known. Two black men were however seized, taken into the Pinii- 
rie and put to the torture. A plrysician by the name of Pario t froth 
Tennessee, and another from New-England by the name of Alison 
Jones, were present on this occasion. The latter gentleman is now 
the Texan minbter plenipotentiary to the Unite d Slates, and resides 
at Washington. The unfortunate slaves beii jj stripped, and atl 
things arranged, the torture commenced by whippii.jj uipon their bai*e 
backs. Six athletic men were employed in this scene of inhumanity, 
the names of some of whom I well remember. There was one of the 
name of Brown, and one or two of the name of Fatten. Those six 
executioners were successively employed in cutting up the bodies of 
these defenceless slaves, who persisted to the last in the avowal of 
their innocence. The bloody whip was however kept in motion till 
lavage barbarity itself was glutted. When this was accomplished, 
the bleeding victims wei^e re-conveyed to the inclosure of the mansion 
house where tliey were deposited for a few moments. * The dying 
groans however inoommoding the ladies, they were taken to a back 
shed where one of them soon expired.' The life of the other slave 
was for a time despaired of, but after hanging over the grave for 
months, he at length so far recovered as to walk about and labor at 
light work. Thepe facts cannot be controverted. They were dis- 
closed under the solemnity of an oath, at Columbia, in a court of 
justice. I was present, and shall never forget them. The testimony 
of Drs. Parrott and Jones was most appalling. I seem to hear the 
death-groans of that murdered man. His cries for mercy and pio. 
testations of innocence foil upon adamantine hearts. The facts above 
stated, and others in relation to this scene of cruelty came to light in 
the following manner. The master of the murdered man commenc- 
ed legal process a^^ainst the actors in this tragedy for the recovery of 
the value of the chattel, as one would institute a suit for a horse or 
an'ox that had been unlawfully killed. It was a suit for the recove- 
rvof damages merely. No indictment was ever dreamed of. Among 
the witnesses brought upon the stand in the progress of this cause were 
the physicians, Parrott and Jones above named. The part which 
they were called to act in this affair was, it is said, to examine the 
pulse of the victims during the process of torture. But they were 
mistaken as to the quantum of torture which a human hA*"<r '•^n 
undergo and not 4i& under it. 
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PHILEMON BLISS. 

I have seen a woiqan, a mother, compelled, in the presence of her 
master and mistress, to hold up'her clothes, and endure the whip of 
the driver . on the naked body for more .than twenty minutes, and 
while her cries would have rent the heart of any one, who had not 
hardened himself to human suffering, her master and mistress wer* 
conversing with apparent indifference. What was her crime 7 She 
had a taslc given her of sewing which she must finish that day. Late 
at night she finished it; but thsstiches were too long, and she must 
be whipped. The same was repeated three or four nights for the 
same olience. I have seen a man tied to a tree, hands and feet, and 
receive 305 blows with the paddle on the fleshy parts of the body. 
Two others received the same kind of puLii^hment at the time, though 
I did not count the blows. One received 230 lashes. Their crime 
was stealing mutton. I have frequently heard the shrieks of the 
slaves, male and female, accompanied by the strokes of .the paddle . 
or whip, when I have not gone near the scene of horror. I knew 
not their crimes, excepting of one woman, which was stealing four 
potatoes to eat with her bread ! The more common number of lashes 
mflicted was fifly or eighty ; an^ this I saw not once or twice, but 
so frequently that I can not tell the number of times I have seen it 
So frequently, that my own heart was becoming so hardened that I 
could witness with eomparative indifference, the female writhe under 
the lash, and her shrieks and cries for mercy ceased to pierce my 
heart with that keenness, or give me that anguish which they first 
caused, It was not always that I could learn their crimes ; but of 
those I did learn, the most common was non 'performance of tasks. 
I have seen men strip and receive from one to three hundred strokes 
of the whip and paddle. My studies and meditations were almost 
nightly interrupted by the cries of the victims of cruelty and avarice. 



JAMES A. THOME. 

In December of 1833, I landed at New-Orleaiis, in the steamer 

W-< . It was after night, dark and rainy. The passengers were 

called out of the cabin, from the enjoyment of a fire, which the cold, 
damp atmosjpherc rendered very comforlable, by a sudden shout of^ 
• catch him — catch him — catch the negro.* The cry was answered 
by a hundred voices — • Catch him — kill him ! 

After standing in the cold water for an hour, the miserable being 
began to fail. We observed him gradually sinking — ^his voice grew 
weak and tremulous — ^yet he continued to curse ! In the midst of his 
oaths he uttered broken sentences. — • I did'nt steal the meat — I did*nt 
steal — my master lives — master — ^master lives up the river — (his voice 
began to gurgle in hts throat, and he was so chilled that his teeth 
chattered audibly)— I did'nt- — steal — I did*nt steal— my— my master 
—my— I want to see my master — I did*nt — no— my mas — ^you want 
— ^you want to kill me — I did'nt steal the' — His last words could just ^ 
b« heard as he sunk under the water. 
' During this indescribable scene, not one of the hnndnd that atood 
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around made any eflbrt to save the man until he was apparently 
drowned. He was then dragged oat gnd Btretched on the foow of the 
boat, and soon sofficient means were used for his recovery. The 
brutal captain ordered him to be taken off his boat — declaring, with 
an oath, that he would throw him into tJie river again, if he was not 
immediately removed. I withdrew, sick and horrified with this ap- 
palling exhibition of wickedness. 

Upon inquiry, I learned that the colored man lived some fifty miles 
up the Mississippi ; that he had been charged with stealing some ar> 
tide from the wharf; was fired upon with a pistol, and pursued by 
the mob. 

In reflecting upon this unmingled cruelty — ^this insensibility to su^ ' 
ftring and disregard of life — I exclaimed, • Is there no flesh in man's 
obdurate heart V One poor man, chaired like a wolf by a hundred 
blood hounds, yelling, howling, and gnashing their teeth upon him 
—plunges into the cold river to seisk protection ! A crowd of spee- 
tatore witness the scene, with all the composure with which a Ro. 
man populace would look upon a gladiatorial show. Not a roibe' 
heard in the suf!brer's behalf. At length the powers of nature giye 
way ; the blood flows back to the heart — ^the teeth chatter — ^the voice 
trembles and dies, while the victim drops down into his grave 

What an atrocious system is that which leaves two millions of souls, 
friendless and powerless — hunted and chased — afiiicted and tortured* 
and driven to death, without the means of rediess. Yet such is the 
system of slavery ! 



JOSEPH JOHN GURNEY. 

Comforts of the negroes. Nothing can be farther from my wish, 
than to heap abuse on the slave-holders of the southern states. Those 
with whom I have become acquainted, are amiable and benevolent 
men, and I give them full credit for kindness and consideration in the 
treatment of their slaves. 

I am very much mistaken, if, under the ciroumstances, happioaas 
is not the exception — discomfort the general rule. Ignorance of his 
own nature and destiny, is the only condition, as I believe, in which 
a slave can be permanently comfortable. But the infractions of com- 
fbrt, to which the slaves of North America are liable, arc too noto. 
rious to be disputed. The treatment of them, as it regards food and 
raiment, must and will depend, not merely on the dispositions, but 
on the means of their masters. The want of ready money, in the 
slave-holder, often bears more severely on the slave than the want of 
kindness. Again, we well know that masters are sometimes driven 
for many months from their properties, by the insalubrity of the lo- 
.cation, and that the slaves are left under the care of overseers — per. 
sons of sufficiently low grade, to be induced to risk their lives, for a 
pecuniary compensation. This must be a fruitful source of suf- 
fering. 

In order to form a correct view, however, on the present subject, 
H is mough for me to recur U> scenes which I have myself witnessed. 
Although, in travelling through some of your slave states, I have 
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ofUti observed the negroes well clad, and in good bodily condition, 
their general aspect has not appeared to me to be that of happiness. 
Seldom have I seen anything, among them, like the cheerful smile of 
the peasant of Jamaica ; and someiimcs, they have been half-nakedt 
and wretched in theix demeanor. When I saw large companies of 
black people following either tlie masters wiio owned theon, or the 
merchants who had bought them, to some distant state, the lame 
ones compelled to keep up with their assooiates, and yet limping be. 
hind from very weakness — when, in one of the sea islands of South 
Carolina, I look on a gang of them» ginning coiton, working aa if 
they were on the tread wheel, their sweat falling from them like raini 
and the overseer sitting by, with his cow-hide alongside of him — when, 
in the negro jail at Charleston, I was suirounded by a large number 
of negroes, who had been sent tliither, without any intervention of 
law or magistracy, but at the sole will of their holders, to be punished 
on the tread wheel, or with, whipping (not exceeding fifteen lashes,) 
according to directions on an accompanying ticket — when, lastly, in 
the iron-grated depot at Baltimore, I visited the poor creatures who 
had been sold away fi'om their families, and friends, and were about 
to be transmitted, on speculation, like so many bales of cotton or 
worsted, to the far-distant South — ^when these scenes passed, one a^ 
ter another, in review befure me, it was impossible for me to think 
highly of the comforts of your enslaved negroes. 

DAVID WALKER. 

The Pagan, Jews and Mahometans try to make proselytes to iheir 
religions and whatever hiiman beings adopt their religions they ex. 
tend to them their protection. But christian Americans, not only 
Jbinder their fellow creatures, the Africans, but thousands of them 
will abeolutely beat a colored person nearly to death, if they catch 
him on his knees, supplicating the throne of grace. This barbarous 
cruelty was by all the heathen nations of antiquity, and is by the 
Pagans, Jews and Mahometans of the present day, left entirely to 
christian 'Americans to inflict on the Africans and their descendants, 
that their cup which is nearly full may be completed. I have known 
tyrants or usurpers of human liberty in different parts of this coun- 
try to take their fellow creatures, the colored people, and beat them 
until they would scarcely leave life in them ; what for ? Why they 
B&y ** The black devils had the audacity to be found making prayers 
and supplications to the God who made them ! ! !" Yes, I have 
known small collections of colored people to have convened together, 
for no other purpose than to worship God Almighty, in spirit and in 
truth, to the best of their knowledge ; when tyrants, calling them- 
selves patrols, would also convene and wait almost in breathless si- 
lence for the poor colored people to commence singing and praying 
to the Lord our God; as soon as they had commenced, the wretchies 
would burst in upon them and drag them ont and commence beating 
them as they would cattle-snakes — many of whdm, they would beat 
■0 unmercifully, that they would hardly be able to crawl for weeka 
imd sometimM for monioa^^Appeal. 
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•* AMALGAMATION !« 



Wbal is slavery 7 It is a system of general licentioasness \ whole- 
sale amalgamation I The Western Luminary, a Kentucky paper, 
says, ^* universal licentiousness prevails among the slaves. Chastity 
is no virtue among them ; its violation neither injures female charac- 
ter in their own estimation, or that of their master or mistress : nq 
instruction is ever given, no censure pronomiced. I speak not of the 
world : I speak of Christian families generally." James A. Thome 
of Kentucky, says, " It is a well known fact that i)ie slave lodging^ Ho 
villages) are exposed to the entrance of strangers every hour of tiie 
night, and that the sleeping apartment of both sexes are common.** 
The Synod of South Carolina and Georgia in their Report, Dec. 
1833, stated as fbllows : " Chastity in either sex, is a rare virtue. 
Such is the universality and greatness of the vice of lewdness, that 
to those who are acquainted with slave countries, not a word need 
be said ; all the consequences of this vice are to be seen, not except. 
tag infanticide itself.** The Rev. J. D. Paxtoiir of Virginia, (now 
missiooary in Palestine,) says^ " The condition of the females is such 
(under irresponsible absolute power of their owners) that promise 
and threatening^, and management can hardly fail to conquer them. 
They are enUrely dependent on their master.** Hear, hear, y« 
northern mothers, who have slave-holding sons ! " And that licen. 
tiousness prevails to a most shameful extent, is proved from the r^ 
pid increase of mulattoes I** Tbe law is ali on tlie side of tiie mas. 
ter or while, for " any slave, male or fomale, or any negro, bond oi 
free, to resist or strike a white person in Georgia, he or she shall 
htLVc their ears cropt.** (Stroud*s Law, page 97.) In Kentucky they 
shall have 30 lashes on their bare back. In Georgia, for tlie 171*81 ou 
fence any punishment not extending to life or limb, and death for the 
second (mance. (Prince's Digest, 450.) 

Public opinion at iha south &vors licentiousness and amalgamation. 
Mr. Madison avowed that " the licentiousness of Virginia planta- 
tions, stopped just short of destruction ; and that it was understood 
that the female slaves were to become mothers at fifteen.** Thomas 
Jeffei*6on Randolph declared in the Virginia House of Delegates, that 
" Virginia was one grand menagerie, where men are to be reared for 
market, like oxen far the shamble!^;'* " and that some of the best 
blood of Virginia runs in the veins of their slaves." 

Miss Martineau, in her ** Views of Society in America** says, a 
southern clergyman declared *< that the very general connexion of 
white gentlemen with their female slaves, introduced a mulatto race 
whose numbers would become dangerous, if the aSections of their 
white parents weffe permitted to render them free ; and many were 
waiting until the amalgamation of the races should involve a suffi- 
cient number to put an end to slavery** ! I — Furthermore, ** the wife 
of a planter in the bitterness of her heart declared, that a planter's 
wife was only *' the chief slave of the harem,** Hoar, hear ! ye mo- 
liiers, who tnink it would be a pretty thing for your daughters to 
marry slavc-holdera, and have slaves to wait upon them : ** Every 
young man in New-Orleans, early selects a beaatiiul quadroon girl 
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for liis inistreaB, a&d estaUishes her in one of those pretty peculiar 
houFes, whole rows of which may be seen in the ramparts !" -How 
is it with northern youngf men who go to the south, and *• buy them, 
selves female domestics, as is of every day's ocouirence." This is 
one of the peculiarities of the southern institution^. Itis a very con- 
venient, fashionable, and profitable way of increasing their stock of 
human chatties ! Hear Mr. Gholson of Virginia, in the Legislature - 
of that State, Jan. 18, 1831, reported in the Richmond Whig. »'It 
has always been considered by steady, old fashioned people, that the 
owners of land had a reasonable right to its annual profits j the owner 
of orchards to their annual fruits ; the owner Of brood mares to their 
product ; and the owner of females slaves to their increase ! and I do not 
hesitate to say that in their increase consists much of our wealth !* 
Henry Clay, before the Colonization Society, in 1829, says, " It is 
believed that nowhere in the farming portion of the United States, 
would slave labor be generally employed, if the proprietor wete not 
tempted to raise slaves by thb high price or the southern mar- 
ket, WHICH keeps it up IN HIS OWN." 

In 183G, 40,000 slaves were sold out of Virginia at an average 
price of ,^600. Rev. J. W. Douglass, of Fayetteville, N. C. says, 
upwards of 60,000 passed through a little western town for southern 
market, in 1835. What a speculation for slave breeders ! and temp, 
tation for Yankees who go tp the south to get money, and buy fe- 
lUalc domestics ! ! S, A. Forral, £^4. says ** negresses when young 
and likely, are. often a matter of speculation^ 800 or 1000 dollars be- 
ing obtained for them. It is an occurrence of no uncommon nature 
to see a Christian (?) father sell his own daughter and the brother his 
own sister by the same father !** A northern merchant, while on a 
business tour at the south, lately wrote a letter to his partners saying 
** he had seen a young woman sold at public auetion for seven thou- 
sand and five hundred dollars !" The purchaser, a young man, de- 
clared he would give ten thousand dollars rather thad lose her ! 
Whether the sale was made " on northern accoimt" we are not in- 
formed. 

Perhaps wives, mothers and daughters at the north may try to be- 
lieve that their husbands, sons and lovers, are proof against the en- 
ticements and destructive influences of the ** peculiar institutions of 
the south V* How is it ? do we not hear them* pleading for them ; 
telling what a good institution slavery is ; sanctioned by tlic Bible : 
a good old, oriental patriarchal system of concubinage ? And if 
decency would permit, facts might be adduced to show how 
northern men arc implicated in the slave-holding licentiousness of the 
south, that would make the ears of northern mothers and wives tin- 
gle. Thomas Jefferson says, " that man must be a prodigy, who, 
surrounded by such circumstances, can retain his manners and morals 
undepraved." Would not nortliem churches, wives, mothers and daugh. 
ters, do well to be jealous of those who go from the n<N'Ui into the 
** den of s<»Tows,*' the slave-holding states ? Can a man go upon hot 
coals and his feet be not burned ? — Chxrter Ottk, 
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"COLUMBIA! COLUMBIA!! TO GLORY ARISE!! 



Can a mathtr forget her lackling ekild? 



Tit tender merciei of tie mieked an erveL 



AHSBICAIt BLATERT At IT I 



On the lidt of the Opprtitor* litrt UM poiMr- 



TAc a^ar ofjiatict! arrating a htlfU— ftinaU fugitvB* in N. Y. 
x-'o^ What hat the North to iouiUll SIoktv? 



AMERIC&V U^VEHT AS I 



The Demeatie Slam Tradt. 



Tie evifom in Waehivgtoit, Vapilil of U. I 



Abhontnct vf tin African color aad tm^L. 
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Letling lift appretted go free 



Southern Court af Law a/id Eqaiiji. 



Crtiel ami unuiiuf paniilMitnU ik^l not bt iafiieitd, — V, S. Cm. 



Take tkem back ! lamfaithfiiliomy brethren and my Gad. 

With the soenea of Anglo-Suon tjrannj and baseness, contrMt* 

u m Ouis, this of Afric-Ameticui niagnuiiinitf. While (he ouoe 

>nd memorr of Napoleon Bonapsrte nijl be execrated, ever veoetatol 

m\\ be those of TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTUEE. 



pciled every foe, and pat an end t« civil and iniurrectionary \ 
When Bonaparte sent an immense annsnient, in 1803, lo bring m» 
jkoople back to the old yoke, he vaa Hrmly seated in their affecliami. 
suri reXy'itig in him. thcj bid detiuice lo their invaden. 

Seven jcare prcrions to this, Tnumaint sent hia boos, to Vaiia for 
rducalion. Thcj were put naderthecare of a tntor, named Coieuon. 
B')im|rarte used this man as a loo! to prepare the boyafor his purpoae. 
The Lnlor and hia chai^ haying been sent out with Lo Clero. CoiB- 
noH ivrolo eaying, "the first Conaul sends by ine your two unaa, and 
curtain important despalches. Your sons will he with you ta-morruvr, 
pniTiJcd you wiU give me your word that in the resuH of your not 
cninptying with the wishes of the hrst Consul, they ahill be salcly 
rctuiucd with me lo the Cape." Tousaaict gave hia word, and, on 
the morrow, tlio boys, accompanied by Coianon, wore with their fMid 
parents. • Tousaaint had now ■ choice of three things. He might 
br?ak hia word and keep h>> sons ; he might cAmpIy with the wishe* 
of B'lnaparto and keep them; or he mieht send Ihera back. He 
would neither break hia WM^, nw sell hia country, and tiierefore 
chusc to send them back. 
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THE AFRICAN CHARACTEIL 



MUNGO PARK. 

w 

I was fuHy convinced, that whatever difference there is between the 
aogro and the European, in the conformation of the nose, and the color 
of the akin, there is none in the genuine sympathies and characteristie 
feelings of our common nature. 

At Sego I should have been under the necessity of resting among 
the braiiches of the tree. About sunset^ however, as I was preparing 
to pass the night in this manner, and had turned my horse loose, that 
he might grazo at liberty, a woman, returning from the labors of the 
field, stopped to observe me. Perceiving that I was weary and d©» 
jected, site int^uired into my situation, wi»ch I briefly explained to her ; 
whereupon, wilh looks of great compassion, she took np my saddle 
and bridle and told me to follow her. Having conducted me into her hut, 
she lighted a lamp^ spread a mat on the floor, and told me I might 
remain there for the night. Finding that I was hungry, she went out, 
and soon returned with a very fine nsh, which bein^ oroited upon some 
embers, she ^ave m© for supper. The women men resumed their 
^ task of spinnmg cotton, and lightened their labor wilh songs, one of 
which must have been compose extempore, for I myself Was the sub- 
ject of it. It was sung by one <^ the young women, the rest joining in 
a kind of chorus. The air was sweet and plaintive, and the words 
literally translated, were these : 

** The winds roar'd, and the rains fell , 
The poor white mv\^ faint and weary, 
Carae and sat under our tree. — 
He has no mother to bring him mitk ; 
■ No wife to grind his com. - 

CHoaus. 

*^ Let us' pity the white man ; 

No mottier has he to bringf him milk. 

No wife to grind liis corn." 

Trifling as this recital may appear, the circumstance was highly 
affecting to a person in my situation. I was oppressed with euch 
unexpected kindness, and sleep fled from my eyes. 

Mr. Park having travelled in company with a cofHe of thirty- five 
slaves, thus describes his feelings as he «arae near the coast : ** Al- 
though 1 was now approaching the end of my tedious and toilsome 
journey, and expected in another day to meet with countrymen and 
friends, I conld not part . with my unfortunate fellow-travellers,^— 
doomed as I knew most of them to be, to a life of slaveiy in a foreign 
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land,— without mat emotion. During a peregrination of more than 
^ve hundred mues, exposed to the burning rays of a tropical sun, these 
poor slaves, amidst their own infiniteljr greater sufit^rings, would com- 
roiaerato mine, and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to 
quench m^ thirst, and at night collect branches and leaves to prepwe 
n>e a bed m the wilderness. We parted with mutual regret and bless* 
ings. My good w^ishes and prayers were all I could bt^stow upon 
them, and it afibrded me some consolation to be told that they were 
sensible I had no more to ^ive, ^ 

On the other hand, it is impossible for me to (l%et the disinterested 
charity, and tender solicitude, with which many of these poor heathens, 
ftora the sovereign of Sego, to the poor women who at diflferent times 
received me in^ their cottages, sympathized with rny sufieiin^^ re> 
lieved my distress, and contributed to my safety. Perhaps thi? 
acknowledgement is more particularly due to tiie ftniale part of the 
nation. Among the men, as the reader must have seen, my reception 
thou'^h generally kind, was sometimes othcrwioi?. It yuricd according 
to tlie tempers of those to whom I made appli<'..*Llon. Avarice in 
some, and bigotry in others, bad closed up the avenues to compassion ; 
but I do not recollect a single instance of hard-heartedness towards 
me in the women. In all my wanderings and wretcliedness, I found ^ 
them uniformily kind and compassionate ; and I can truly say, as 
Mr. Ledyard has eloquently saia before me : — 

" To a woman I never addressed myself in the language of decency "^ 
and friendship, without receiving a decent and friendly answer. If I 
was hungry or thirsty, wet or ill, they did not hesitate, like the meu- 
to perform a generous action. In so free and so kind a manner did , 

they contribute to ray relief, that if I was thirsty, I drank the sweater / 

draught ; and if I were hungry, I ate the coarsest meal witli a double 
relish." 

Adaj^son, who visited Senegal, in 1754, deecrihes the negroes as 
sociable, obhgin^, humane, hospitable. "Their amiable simplicity," 
says be, " in this enchanting countrj', recalled to mo the idea of the 
primitive race of man ; I thought 1 saw the world in its infancy. They 
are distinguished by tenderness for their parents, and a grrat respect 
for the aged." Robw speaks of a slave at Martinico, who having 
gained money Sufficient for his own ransom, preferred to purchase hia 
motlier's freedom. 

Protart, in his history of Loango, acknowledges that the negroes 
on the coast, who associate with Europeans, are inclined to licentious- 
ness and fraud ; but he says those of tne interior ore humane, obliging, 
and hospitable. Golberrt repeats the same praise, and rebukes th? 
presumption of white men in despising " nations improperly called 
savage, among whom we find men of integ,rity, models of filial, con- 
jugal, and paternal affbction, who know all the energies and refine- 
ments of virtue j among whom sentimental impressions are more deep, 
because they observe, more than we, the dictates of nature, and know' 
how to sacrifice personal interest to the ties of fiiendship." 
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THE LKOION OF LIBERTY. 



HERODOTUS. 

Of the fame of Egypt's wisdom all hare heard — of the gigantic 
mze of ^er eternal pyramids — the splendor of her twenty toousand 
cilies--of TfaebeH with her hundred galea and superb palaces and 
temples— of the wisdom of hor laws and policy— of her mighty con 
queror Sebostris, .who drew Kings at his chariot wheels and left 
manumental inscriptions of his prowess from Ethiopia to India ; all 
this is well known^ but many will be startled to be told that Egypt-^ 
ancient, renowned, viotorious Egypt, the mother of science and arts, 
both ancient and modern^, was inhabited by negroes i that the Egyp. 
tiaos were in fact black, curly hjoaded negroes { Startle not, gentle 
reader, you shall have the best of testimony— >lhat of an eye witness 
^no otlier than the father of history, HERODOTUS. 

** The priestesses of Dodopa assert, says he, ** that two black pi. 
gcons flew from Thebes, in Egypt, one of which settled in Africa, 
the other among themselves, which latter resting on the branch of 
a dead tree declared with a human voice, tliat nere, by divine ap. 
pointment, was to be an oracle of love." Herodotus accounts for 
this fable, by supposing tliat the fabled pigeons were two Egyptian 
priestesses carried away from E^ypt as he had been told at another 
temple, by the Phcnicians. " Tiie name of doves was probably given 
them because, being strangers, the sound of their voices might to tha 
people of Dodona seem to resemble the tone of those birds, and the 
circumstances of their being black explains to us their Egyptian 
origin. Herod, 2 book. 

Again, in speaking of the Colchians, a people of Asia, he says, 
** The Colchians certainly appear to be of Eirypiiau origin.** Having 
interrogated both nations on this point, the Esfyptians were of opixiion 
that the Colchians were descended of part of the troops of Sesostris, 
(tlieir ancient conqueror and King.) To this I am i^so inclined^ be. 
cause they arc black and have fiair thort and curling,^ 

In remarking on the second quotation from Herodotus, VoLNsr 
says, " It sliows that the ancient Egyptians were real Negroes, of 
the same species with all the natives of Africa ; and though, as might 
be expected, after mixing for so many ages with the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, they have lost the intensity of their first color, yet they still 
retain strong marks of their original conformation.**^^(0uma2 and 
Luininaiy, 
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Sir, we are sometimes told that all these efforts will be unavailing-^ 
that the African is a degraded member of the human jfamily-^that a 
man with>a dark skin and curled hair, is necessarily, as such, inca- 
pable of improvement and civilization, and condemned by the vice, of 
his physical conformation, to vecretate for ever in a state of hopeless 
barbarism. Mr. President, I reject, with contempt and indignation, 
this miserable heresy. In replying to it, the friends of truth and hu- 
manity have not hitherto don^ justice to the argument In order to 
prove that the blacks were capable of intellectual efforts, they have 
painfully collected a few impertect specimens of what some of thedi 
nave done in this way, even in the degraded condition which they 
occupy at present in Christendom. Sir, this is not the way to treat 
the subject. Go back to an earlier period in the history of our race. 
See wnat the blacks were and what they did three thousand years 
ago, in the period of their greatness and glory, when they occupied 
the fore front in the march of civilization — when they constituted irt 
fact the whole civilized world of their time. Trace tnis \ety civiliza- 
tion, of which we are so proud, to its origin, and see where you will 
find it We received it from our European ancestors : they had it 
from the Greeks and Romans, and the Jews. But, Sir, where did 
the Greeks and the Romans and the Jews get it? They derived it ^ 
from Ethiopia and Egypt, — in one word, from Africa. Moses, we 
are told, was instructed in all the learnins of the Egyptians. The 
founders of the principal Grecian cities, sucn as Athens, Thebes, and 
Delphi, came from Egypt, and for centuries afterwards, their descend- 
ants returned to that country, as the source and centre of civilization. 
There it was that the eenerous and stirring spirits of the time — ^Hero-^ 
dotus. Homer, Plato, Pythagoras, and the rest, made their nob\e voy- 
ages of intellectual and moral discovery, as ours now make them m 
England, France, Germany, and Italy. Sir, the Egyptians were the 
mastera of the Greeks and the Jews, and consequently of all the 
modern nations in civiUzation, and they had carried it very nearly as 
far— in some respects, perhaps, a good deal further than any subse- 
quent people. Tne ruins of the Egyptian temples lau^h to scorn the 
architectural monuments of any other part of the world. They will 
be what they are now, the delight and admiration of travellers from all 
quarters, when the grass is growing on the sites of St Peter's and 
ot Paul's, — the present pride of Rome and London. 

Well, Sir, who were the Egyptians ? They were Africans : — and 
of what race? — It is sometimes pretended, that though Africans, and 
of Ethiopian extraction, they were not black. But wha( says the 
father of^ history, who had travelled among them, and knew their 
appearance, as well as we know that of our neighbors in Canada? 
Sir, Herodotus'tells yon that the Egyptians were blacks, with curled 
hair. Some writers have undertaken to dispute his authority, but I 
cannot bring myself to believe that the father of history did not know 
black from white. It seems, therefore, thftt for this very civilization 
of which we are 80 proud, and which is the only ground of our present 
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. SHARP — ^A CITIZEN OP CHE WORLD L'oUVERTURE. 

claim of superiority, we are indelited to the ftncestora of these veir 
b^aeksy Vi'hoha we are pleased to consider as naturally incapaUe of 
i^v'dwiUoa*-^Speech at Massachusetts Colonization Society ^ Feb, 7, 18^ 

ARCHBISHOP SHARP. 

That Africa, which is now mor^ fruitiiil of monsters, than H w«» 
once for excellentiy wise and learned men,-<^that Africa, which fbrjoerly 
afibrded ua oar ClemenSf our Ori^crit our TtrttUUant our Cypriartj oar 
^ttgusUn, and man^ oth<er extraordinary lights in the Chuit;h of God,-«- 
that famous Africa, in whose soil, Christianity did thrive so prodigiously, . 
and could boast of so many floi^rishing churches, — alas ! is now a wilder- 
ness. " The wild boars have broken into the vineyard, and ate it up, 
and it brings forth nothing but briers and thorns,'' to use the words of 
the prophet* And who knows but God may suddenly make this 
church and nation, this our England, which, Jeshurun-Iike, is waxed 
IHt and grown proud, and has kioied against God, such another exampU 
of vengeance of this kind, — Speech in House of Commons, 

A CITIZEN OP THE WORLD. 

The sum of five thousand pounds sterling, stands invested for the 
mutual benefit of two very excellent institutions in London — the 
Magdalen Asylum and the Foundling Hospital It was bequeathed 
to them by one OMICHAND, a black merchant in Calcutta, who left 
many equally liberal donations to other charitable institutions in all 
parts of the world. 

Another.-^A poM negro walking towards Deptford, Eng., saw 
^ by the road side an old sailor of a different complexion, with out one 
arm and two wooden legs. The worthy African immediately took 
three halfpence and a farthing, his little all, from the side-pockel of his 
tattered trowsers, and forced mem into the sailor's hand, while he wiped 
the tears from his eye with the corner of his blue patched jacket, and 
then walked away quite happy. — 'ShoUo and Reuben Percy's Jlnecdotes* 

TOTTSSAINT L'OUVERTURE. 

Citizen Consul, — Your letter, of the 27th Brumaire, has been 
transmitted to me by Citizen Le Clerc, your brother-in-law, whom you 
have appointed Captain General of this island, a title not recognised 
by the Constitution of St. Domingo. The same messenger lias restored 
two innocent chUdrCn to the fond embraces of a dotipg father. What 
a noble instance of European humanity ! But, dear as those pledges 
are to me, and painful as our separation is, I will owe no obligations to 
my enemies, and I therefore return them to the custody of their Jai(«r9. 

You ask me, do I desire cpnsideration,. honors, and fortune ? Most 
certainly I do, but not of thy giving. My consideration is placed in 
the respect, of my country men^ my honors in their attachment, my 
fortune in their disinterested fidelity. Has this mean idea of personiu 
aggrandizement been held out in the hope ^at I would be induced ^ 
thereby to betray the cause I have undertaken ? The power I possess 
has been as legUimaUly acquired as your own, ftiid nought but the 
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decided voice of the people of St Domingo shall compel me to reiin- 
quisB it 

It is not cemented by blood, or maintained by the artificeg of Euro- 
pean policy. '* The ferocious men whose persecutions I put a stop to," 
nave confessed my clemency, and I have pardoned the wretch whose 
dagger has been aimed at my life. If I have removed from this island 
certain turbulent spiiits, who strove 'to feed the flames of dvii war. 
their guilt has been first established before a competent tribunal* and 
finally confessed by themselves. Is there one of them who can say 
that he has been condemned unheard or untried 1 And yet these mon- 
sters are to be brought back once more, and, aided by the bloodhounds 
of Cuba, are to be uncoupled and hallooed to hunt us down and devour 
us ; and this by men wno dare to call themselves ChrUtiana. — Letter 
lo Bonapartef 1803. 

''He w-as bom a slave in St Doming, 1745. In his youth he was 
noted for his benevolence and tender feeling towards brutes, and his 
stability of temper. By aseiduitv he learnt to read, write and cipher, 
this, and his regular and amiable deportment, gained the esteem of 
his master, whom he saved in the revolution of 1791. That he never 
broke his word was proverbial. His unhmited power he itever abused. 
The French general, being unable to corrupt, abducted him to a 
dungeon in France, where ne perished in 1803." — History ofHmfti, 

Godwin, in his admirable Lectures on Colonial Slavery, says : " Can 
the West India Islands, since their first discovery by Columbus, boast 
a single name which deserves comparison with that of Toussaint 
L'Ouverture?" He is thus spoken oiby Vincent in his Reflections on 
the State of St Domingo : " Toussaint L'Ouverture is tlie most active 
and indefatigable man, of whom it is possible to form an idea. He is 
always present wherever difficulty or danger makes his presence 
necessary. His great sobriety, — ^the power of living without repose, — 
tiie facility with which he resumes the affairs of the cabinet, after the 
most tiresome excursions, — of answering daily a hundred letters,— 
and of habitually tiring five secretaries — ^render him so superior to 
all around him, that their respect and submission almost amount to 
fanaticism. It is certain lio man in modern times has obtamed such 
an influence over a mass of ignorant people, as General Toussamt 
possesses over his brethren of St Domingo. He is endowed with a 
prodigious memory. He is a good father and a good husband*" 

TouBsaint, Thou hast loft behind 

Powers that will work for thee ; air, earth and skies ; 

There's not a breathing of the common wind 

That will forget thee ; thou hast ^reat allies. 

Thy friends are exultations, agonies, 

And love, and man's unconquerable mind. 

WOBDSWOBTB. 

PHILLIS WHEATLY. 

No more America, in mournful strain. 
Of wrongs and grievance unredressed complain; 
No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain 
Which wanton Tyranny, with lawless hand, 
Has made, and with it meant t' enslave the tsnd. 
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HISTORICAL EVIDSNCS. 

Sbotild yon, my lord, while you pernse my «ong, 
Wonder from whefice my love of Freedonk sprun^t 
Whence flow these wishes for the common good, 
By feeling hearts alone best understood, 
I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate 
Wa2s snatched from Afric's fancied happy seat : 
What psuigs exci'UtiatiQg must molest. 
What sorrows labor in my parent's breast ! 
Steeled was that soul, and by no misery moved, 
Tliat from a father seized his babe beloved. 

CINQUEZ AND THE AMISTAD CAPTIVES. 

Thirty-eight feHow-men ftom Africa, after having been piratically 
kidnapped &om their native land, transported .across the seas, and 
auhjected to atrocious cruelties, have been thrown upoti our sboreft, 
and are now incarcerated in jail to await their trial for crhncai al- 
leged by their oppressors to have been committed by them. They are 
ignorant of our language, of the usages of civilized society, and the 
obligations of Christianity. Under these circumstances, several 
friends of human rights have met to consult upon the case of these 
unfortunate men, and have appointed the undersigned a committee 
to employ interpreters and able counsel, and take all the necessary 
means to secure the rights of the accused. It is intended to employ 
three legal gentlemen of distinguished abilities, and to incur other 
needfUl expenses. 

Simeon S. Joceltk, 
Joshua Lbavitt, 
Lewis Tappan. 

•*The Africans had just arrived at Havana, probably under Amer • 
can colors. Bat whether they came under American or Spanish 
colors, it was piracy to bring them there. It was in violation of the 
laws both of this country and of Spain. Violation of law and the 
rights of the Africans was continued in another vessel, by their ille- 
gal imprisonment. Don Ruez became another jailor and received the 
robbed or stolen, property, even by the Spanish laws, knowing it to 
be such, with an intention to work them for life. They rise for free* 
dom and for Africa ; not for blood, nor for booty.** 

** Those blacks, when they left Havana, and were sailing on 6od*fl 
broad, free ocean, where in a state of involuntary durance and forced 
servitude ; while the elements and every thing around them were re- 
dolent of freedom, they alone were prisoners and slaves. They were 
bound by no parole of honor, they had made no compact, and they 
were morally and by the laws of action usually recognized by chris. 
tian natives, justified in setting themselves free. They were forcibly 
and wrongfully restrained of their tibeity, and under such circum. 
stances, had a right to regain it even by the destruction of their eo^ 
slavers. These blacks nobly resolved to achieve their freedom ; they 
gained it at the hazard of their lives. They obtained it, and it is 
theirs ; and we have no right to take it away from them. By the 
common opinion of patriots in all times and in all countries, those 
who make a generous and successful struggle to throw off the chain 
of .slavery are noble and great, and entitled to admiration ; and we 
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not why Joseph Cinquez, who conceived and executed the design 
of liberating himself and fi;llow prisoners from their captivity, and 
who aroused and stimulated them to rcgam their liberty, and steer 
their bark fbr the shores of their native Afripa, is not as much euti* 
tied to the appellation of a great, generous and patriotic man, as 
was William Tell, whose praises have been the theme of every pen 
and tongue. They both strove for the same noble end, far the sam^ 
noble reason/* 

** On the fifih night, the captain being asleep on a matrass on deck, 
with fail mulatto slave by his side^ was attacked bj this chief, with a 
•ugar knife. The first blow did not inflict great nijury, for after re. 
eeiving it, he called'to Antonio, also his own slave, and a cabin boy, 
to get some bread and throw it among the negroes, hoping thereby to 
pacify them. He was overpowered and slain by Joseph. 

** About two days after the rising thev had a heavy gale, which 
drifted them into the Bahama channel. Here they boxed about again, 
but saw no vessels ; at last, being out of water, the negroes ordered 
Montez to make the ^nearest land, which proved to be the island of 
St. Andrews. Here the negroes met no one. Afler this Montez 
•teered fiir New.Providence, but the negroes were not disposed to 
land. By this time Joseph had learned to steer, and he took the 
helm in the day, leaving one of the white men to steer at night. 
Every night Joseph slept near the helm, and had two of the most 
trusty negroes by his side watching, and ready to awake him on the 
least alarm. Joseph lived abstemiously during the whole trouble, and 
insisted on the most perfect obedience to his orders. The only food 
eaten was portioned out by his hand, and not a box of the car^o 
opened but under his direction. He divided the spoil, taking the 
smallest portion for himself. He was the master spirit on board ; 
every thing felt his influence." 

The marshal committed Joseph Cinquez^ the leader, and 38 others, 
as named in the indictment, for trial before the circuit court at Hart- 
ford, holden on the 17th Sept. 1833.— -iV. Y. Papers. 

* Washington, March 9, 1841. 

The captives are free ! The part of the decree of the district court, 
which placed them at the disposal of the President of the United 
States to be sent to Africa is reversed. They are to be dischar^^ed 
from the custody of the marshal — free. The rest of the decision of 
the courts below, is affirmed. 

*• Not unto us — ^not unto us, Ac." — J, Q, ADAMS. 
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Tfil^ LEGIOir OF LIBfETT. 

NATHANIEL SOUTHARD. 

The jprreat work of abolishing slavery in New. York is finished. 
Tlie legislature closed its session on Wednesday of last week, May 
26thy 1841. In the midat of the . hurry at the close of the seeaion* 
they found time to wipe off the last stain of slamery from our statute, 
books. The law, as it was befdre, made southern despotism a travel- 
ling institution, and not " peculiar** to those states in which one.haIf 
the inhabitants are made free plunder for those who are " nursed, 
educated, and daily exercised in tyranny." Tlie home citizen of New- 
York was not permitted to force his neighbor to work without wages, 
to turn woman into a beast of burden, and rear her tender infants for 
the ilesh-market. Bat let the New-Yorker buy a Georgia plantation, 
and suck wealth from the blood of plundered laborers, he could pol- 
lute our soil, insult our citizens, and disgrace our state, by openly 
scourging his fa^uman-cattle in our streets, and our laws would pro- 
tect him in it, provided he lived part of the year in a slave state. 

Wliile wo rejoice at this tiiumph of truth and humanity, let us re- 
new our efforts to scatter light, in the joyful hope that tne darkness 
of slavery will flee before it, and the sun, as it shines across our 
broad country, from o<^ean to ocean, shall cease to look on a slave. 

More Slaves Fighting for Liberty. 

The public mind is again excited by a case somewhat like that of 
the Afhistad. The slaves are free, but not on American soil. This 
republic was the house of their bondage, and they were victims of 
tlie American sljive trade, which a distinguished Virginian law-ma- 
.kcr, once declared was worse than the foreign. 

On the 27th of October, the brig Creole^ of Richmond, left Vir- 
ginia, with 135 slaves for New-York. They had been out 11 days, 
when they made a desperate effort to gain their freedom, their leader 
was a slave named WASHINGTON MADISON. They first shot 
the mate, about 9 o'clock, at night. He alarmed the captayi, who 
had " turned in." Both escaped up the rigging, and concealed them- 
selves at the main-top. ,Mr. Hewell, the man who i^red to claim 
these men as property, was on board. He shot one of them dead, 
and * fought afierwards like a tiger," as the Now-Orlcaiis Picayune 
expresses it, till he was himself killed. The mate was discovered the 
next day in his hiding place, and compelled to navigate the vessel to 
the British island of New-Providence, where one or two cargoes of 
slaves have been previously liberated. Nineteen of them, who had 
taken pail in the rebellion, were confined as criminals, but the go- 
vernor would not send them to America at present. The rest were 
set free, and most of them went directly to Jamaica. May the Lord 
make their liberty, thus violently taken, a blessing to them. 

Truly, all friends of the slave-holders, should Tabor to overthrow 
the horrid system which hurrid Mr. Hewell to such a terrible death. 
This case will excite much wrath towards Great Britain, but ws 
think it will not lead to war. 

Youth'i Cahimt^ 
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TBS LEOioir or hivsaetr. 



WILLIAM EUSTIff. 



The cotoi^ soldiers in Rhode Island formed an entire rc^Hnenl, 
and they discharged their duty with zeal and fidelity. The gallant 
defence of Red Bank, in which the Black Regiment bore a part, is 
among the proo& of their valor. Among the traits which distin- 
guished this regiment was theii devotion to their officers. When their 
brave Colonel Green was aflerwads cut dewn and mortally wounded, 
the sabres of the enemy only reached him through the bodies of his 
faithful guard of blacks, whom he was not ashamed to call his chtl> 
dren. They hovered over him to protect him — every one of them 
was killed. Tiie venerable Dr. Harris, of New.Hampshire, adds ; 
there was, a regiment of blacks in the same situation — a regiment of 
negroes fighting for our liberty and independence — not a white man 
among them but the officers — in the most dangerous and responsible 
position. Had they been unfaithful, or given way before the enemy, 
all would have been lo>'t. Th^ee limes in succession were thsy at- 
tacked with most desperate fury by well disciplined and veteran troops, 
and three times did they successfully repel the assault, and thus pre- 
•erve an army. They fought thus through the war. They were brave 
and hardy troops. 

JOHN T. NORTON, 

There are not many colored people in England, but I see one or 
more every day. And where do you think 1 see them ? The first 
that I saw was a mulatto woman walking arm in arm with a gentle- 
man in Hyde Park. The next was an A&ican man, entirely at home 
in an omnibus filled with white gentlemen and ladies. The next 
was an elegantly dressed and beautiful young lady, sitting by the 8i<fe 
of a white lady, on terms of pei-fect equality, in one of the most 
splendid coaches in Hyde Park, with liveried servants. Yesterday, 
whilst riding in an omnibus in Regent^street, a colored young woman 
beckoned to the driver, and he stopped and opened the door at once. 
She did notf et in, as she found it was not going where she wished 
to go. This aflcrnoon I attended the church in Blackfriars, former. 
]y Kowland Hill's. The largest and most respectable and solemn au- 
dience was present that I ever witnessed — the sexton told me four 
thousand. On looking around, I saw a head and face that marked 
the purest African descent. Was he perched up in a comer ? No : 
he was in a pew, near the middle of the church. On my walk home, 
I saw a black man with an elegantly dressed white lady leaning on 
his arm, and immediately following them, a white and black gentle, 
man arm in arm. I followed them a little, and soon, on coming to 
another street, the lady shook hands cordially with the two black 
gentlemen, (for they had every appearance of such,) and they both 
put their jirms into the white gentleman's and walked on. What I 
noticed most pai-ticularly in all these cases was, that not the least at. 
tention waff attracted. I could not perceive that an individual besides 
myself, knew that there was any diffisrence in the colors. So it ought 
to be. The eharaeter, the character aloae^ should be the test. 
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TRB lldl^ir Of t»XBSSTT. 



NATHANIEL FAUL. 



We are bold ta affirm that the christian, the patriot, and the geii 
tleman will esteem others according to tlseir moral worth. If so- 
brietj, industry and prudence characterizes their conduct, it fullowa 
as a necessary consequence, that they will. be respected by ipen pos- 
sessing like virtues. 

I cannot therefore believe, that our cause is altogether so hopeless 
in this country, as is pretended, nor will I yet despair of our ulti. 
mate success, in obtaining the object of our desire, an equal stand- 
ing with the rest of community. And with an eye to this mark, as 
long as the vital fluid courses through the channels, that nature'a 
God has provided, and I have a voice that can be hoard, feeble as 
that voice may be, it shall be raised to encourage every descendant 
of Africa, to press his way through every obstacle, until this object 
is obtained, and ho finds his standing firmly establisiied upon this 
hallowed ground. The time has been, when the sight of a Quaker 
or a Baptist, was more obnoxious to a New-England Puritan, than 
a black face is now to a Southern Nabob, and yet tliey have out. 
lived the storm and now are quite as respectable as their neiglibors. 

Permit me to urge upon your attention, by every consideration that *" 
is connected with the present and eternal welfare of your offspring, 
the importance of their education. I do not mean to insist on their be. 
ing instructed in the higher branches of classical literature, except 
in certain cases, where a child manifests a genius and taste far scicnoe, 
but I mean in its elementary branches — I mean that education, 
which shall enable your children to transact with accuracy, the com- 
mon business of life ; and of such importance do I view this sufag'cot, 
that had I children, and found it necessary, I would rise before the 
dawn of the morning, and the midnight watches should find my 
hands employed ; I would eat but a scanty allowance of bread and 
water, and wear the coarsest attiro, rather than fail of accomplish, 
ing so desirable an object; I would break through every obstacle, and 
place my children as soon as they were capable of receiving instruc- 
tion, at some hallowed fountain, from which issues fcvth the streams 
of useful learning. 

The law of custom has hitherto confined us to a narrow sphere of 
action ; and many even now seem unwilling that we should arise 
above it, but as long as the agricultural and mechanical branches of 
business ai'e within our reach, why should we not avail ourselves of 
their benefits. No branches of business are more respectable; and 
no class of citizens are more useful and independent, we would theM- 
fore urge on you the importance of placing your sons, at a proper 
ace, in a situation where they may obtain a knowledge of some one 
of the various branches of mechanical art ; or with the agriculturist 
to learn to till the earth, and gather its precious fruits ; and let yoar 
daughters learn to use the needle, and to lay their hands to the s.^iti. 
die, and their hands hold of the distaff, to make fine linen for their 
covering, and girdles for the merchant.— it^ici^rsss on ths Abolition ef 
BUneryin New-York. 

Mr. jPa«l was of r^vpeeteblft parenUgi m far u exemplary oto 



duet and morftl worth may be nid to conatitate genuine respecta. 
btlity. Hifl father partook of the hardships of the revolutioa of '76, 
but not of all the blessings of liberty secured to his white country, 
men. He cameito Albany in 1820, and to the latest period of his 
mortal existence, he never Idst sight of the interests of the colored 

Eeople. He promoted their moral and religious instruction, inculcated 
abits of industry, order, and sobriety, and taught them to respect 
themselves. He travelled not less than five thousand miles in collect, 
ing funds to pay off the debt incurred by the erection of the Hamilr 
ton street (Baptist) Church, in which he officiated as pastor. 

Many of the free colored people of Ohio, who were in 1839, ex- 
pelled by the cruel and oppressive laws of that state, had effected a 
promising settlement in Upper Canada. Mr. Paul repaired to this 
new colony, to aid in the early establishment of moral and religioua 
institutions. Sir John Colhurn strongly urged him to visit England, 
and make known the situation of his people, and secure the interest 
<^ the home government on their behalf. This mission to England 
promised fav(N'ably ; the society of friends at Bristol, agreed at once 
to raise one thousand pounds, for the benefit of tlie Wilberforce 
colony, but news arriving that the settlers were in a disorderly state, 
the subscription was discontinued. Though he experienced a pecu- 
niary loss by this mission, philanthropy gained. During his sojoura 
in England, he assiduously opposed the enormous pretensions of the 
American colonization society, until the arrival of Mr. Garrison, by 
whom the triumph was consummated, and the monster colonization 
prostrated in G. Britain. In 1832, Mr. Paul was summoned to give 
evid^ice on the subject of slavery, before a select committee of the 
House of Commons ; his evidence was regarded by that honorable 
body as highly satisfactory and important, and contributed to the abo- 
lition of West India slavery. — Lifcy by Mrg. Anne Paid, 



CHARLES LENOX REMOND. 

What does the American Union mean ? Nothing more than this, 
that the twenty.six states of America are joined together in govern 
ment and civil rights. The union is but a parciiment document, and 
as there is no hill so lofly that it may not be surmounted, no space 
of ocean so boundless that it may not be traversed, there is nothing 
more possible than that the union might be dissolved. But is it pro- 
bable ? Suppose that the union were dissolved to-morrow, by what 
power or agency, let me a^k, would it be possible £br the holders to 
retain their slaves greater in number than themselves ? [Loud cries 
of * hear, hear.*] To whom should the slave-holders look for sympa- 
thy, co-operation, and support, in their endeavors to keep thetse 
wretches in bondage ? Will they look to the free states 7 Certainly 
not, for the very deed of dissolution precludes the possibility of that. 
Will they look to Mexico 7 No ; for the Mexicans regard them with 
an eye of the rankest jealouify. Will they look to Canada 7 The 
thought is absurd. Will they look to the West Indies 7 What ! ask 
men who are themielvev but just liberated to aid 'm forging chains for 



mm» 



«tW wnetehei ! Who will beliere it? Spaia i» the only li&A to 
which they can torn their eyes ; but Spain has her own foes to ttoo^ 
b!e her, and the demon of slavery luriES witbio her own confioea. 
Where, then, will they look for sympathy, and whither will they fly 
fi>r aid ? (Hear.) The moment when the American union is disu 
solved, that instant the power of the slave-holder is prostrated in tha 
dost. HopelesAf helpless, friendless, they become an isolated class 
of beings, having nothing to depend on but their own strength, and 
Chat is weakness indeed. Then will rouse the crushed worm, turning 
on its torturer, atad, in the fierce indignation of outraged men, the 
slaves will demand the right of measuring arms with &eit masters. 
[Immense cheering.] 

I do not think I shall myself live to see that day, but that such 
Would be the effect of a dissolution of the American tmion 1 feel ooa- 
fidently avured, (hear.) Where is the man, who, if askod to become 
a alave, would not hurl back the of&r indignantly in the teeth of the 
oppressor? Nay, where is the woman— where the child? The 
sterree of the United States are men, women, and children ; and that 
they are as worthy this appellation, nay, worthier, perhaps, than the 
denizens of more favored iands, is amply testified by their patient and 
enduring conduct under contumely and outrage, for they, like your- 
•elves, have preferred rather to suf^r wrofig, than to do wrong.-*» 
Speech at DMin» 



SAMUEL &. CORKISH, 

AND 

THEODORE S. WRIGHT. 

The Colonization society was scarcely known to have been ov» 
ganised, before its object was protested against, in a public meeting 
of the fxeo colored people of Richmond, Va. Not long afler, (in 
August, 1817,) the largest meeting ever yet held of the colored pec 
pie of the free states-^the number being completed at 3000 — came 
together m Philadelphia, to consider the colonization scheme. Mr. 
James Forten, a man distinguished not only for his wealth and suc- 
cessful industry, but for his sufferings in the revolutionary war, pre- 
sided at its deliberations. Afler ample time allowed for duly consi* 
dcring every benoHt which colonization held out to the colored people, 
there was not a single voice in that vast assembly which was not 
raised for its decisive, thorough condemnation. 

Meetings of a similar kind were held in Washington city, in Bal- 
timore, New.York, Proiridence, fioston, — indeed, m all the cities, 
and in most of the largo towns, throughout the free states. The ab- 
horrence which was generally express^ of the whole scheme proved, 
that those to whose acceptance it was offered regarded it but as little 
more merciful than death. From the earliest period of those public 
meetings up to this time, we fearlessly assert, that no credible test!, 
piony can be adduced, showing, that there has been any abatement 
in the repugnance of the colored people to colonization. In January, 
1839, a large public meeting was held in this city, at which the fiU- 
lowing expression of sentiment w$s unanimously given : 
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•. £• OOftirttH AlTD T. fl. WRIGHT, 

••Whereas, we, the people of color, cHizens of New.York, ftet 
9ja^ know that the American * Colonisation eociety' is the sooroe 
whence proceed most of the various proscriptiouB and oppressions on* 
fler which we groan and suffer ^-^od believing, that the most efficient 
remedy we can apply, is, to reiterate the sentiments which we have, 4t 
idl timesand p]aces,heretofore entertained and expressed— thereby show- 
ing, that our present opposition is not of late origin, butof askuig standi 
ing as the existence cii the scheme itoelf ; and believing also, that 
when our opinions are known, the blighting influences of that ua* 
hallowed ofi&prine^ of alavery cannot so successfully be exercised 
against us '.—we therefore, in solemn meeting assembled, do delibe- 
rately and unanimously enter our protest against the whole scheme." 

The colonization scheme was set on foot, and is yet maintained by 
elaveJiolderB, with the view, as they have not been backward to de- 
elare, of perpetuating their system of davery, undisturbed. From 
the first, no very high expectations seem to have been entertained, 
that an enterprise, so unnecessary, so unnatural, so condemned by 
the most elemental truths of poUtical eccmomy, so. profitless, so peril* 
ous, bearing about it so little of hope, so much of despair, would 
commend iUelf strongly to that class of the community to which it 
purported solely to be addressed. But little reliance appears to faav« 
been placed on obtaining their voluntary consent to exchange fiir the 
fens and morasses of barbarous and heathen Africa, this, the countiy 
of their fathers for generations, and c^ their own nativity— -whero 
land was abundant and cheap—where labor was in demand and its 
rewards sure — ^where education could be obtained, albeit, for the 
most part, with difficulty— where the common ordinances of religion, 
as well as its higher institutions were established — ^where every in- 
terest had the promise of advancement-^and where, notwithstanding 
they were called to sufier many ills brought on them by others, they 
might yet live in hope, that the dark cloud of slavery which had so 
long obscured the free principles asserted by our governments, would 
one day pass away and permit these principles to shine in all their 
warmth and efllilgence, if not on themselves, on no very distant 
generation of their descendants. 

Whatever individual exceptions there may exist among slave-holdera 
on the score of goodness and gentleness, yet as an embodied interest, 
they know no retiring ebb when moving upon objects connected with 
their atroeious system. The political history of the country, from 
the time when South Carolina and Georgia refused to enter the union, 
unless the traffic in human flesh should l^ secured to them for twenty 
years, proves this. Their struggle and their triumph on the Missouri 
question proves this. Their fierce onset — ^guilefully laid aside, not 
abandoned — ^to add Texas to our territory, with the audaciously 
avowed purpose of strengthening and perpetuating the slave-system, 
proves this. 

Prejudice ! What is it ? Lexicographers tells us, it is a decision 
of the mind formed without due examination of the facts or argu- 
ments which are necessary to a just and impartial determination. 
And prejudice against color I What does this mean ? You who are 
sensible— learned men. Pray, instruct us in this mystery of slave- 
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Mdmg f>hil(NK>pb7 — eearoaly spoken of in Britain^ wholly unknown 
•od nnielt among the learned, the wise, the refined of France and 
the other nations of Europe. Can prejuidice exist against that which 
has in it nothing of the moral or the intellectual ? Is it a down right 
dbsnrdity to say of men, that they are prejudiced against sound or 
tight— against the earth, or the sea, or the air, or light ? And is it 
a less one to say, that the^ are prejudiced against color 7 

But an existing state of things does not imply, that it is to be per. 
masent, much lew perpetual. Not very long ago, thiouffhout Eu- 
rope, there was a strong prejudice existing against the Jews. In 
many respects, they were as eviUentteated as we are. They were 
not unfrequently banished from the countries in which they were born 
Mid brought up. Their persecators had all the advantage of the ar- 
goment based on ** existing^ prejadice : and it is no means unlikely, 
that the most religious of th<mi may have advanced ity out of pure 
compassion to these unhappy people, and in order toreconoile to their 
own eonsoienceB what, without some pretext of good, would have • 
appeared an act of injustice and cruelty. But this prejudice against 
the Jews shows no signs of perpetuating itself. It is rapidly giving 
Way before the influence of a religious and philosophical age ;. the 
Jewa are fast acquiring civil privil^es ; are aspiring to a higher tone 
of character and nK»riUs, and beginning to be esteemed, as other men 
are, according to their merits. But in what light are their persecu- 
tors viewed ? Either as exceedingly wicked or foolish, and often 
both. 

Besides, where are the proofs of wann regard for our h^ppinesa on 
tho part of colonizationists ? Rave they aide4 and encouraged us in 
the education of our children ? No 1 They say we ought not to be 
encouraged to this, because it would induce us to remain here. Have 
they sought to secure to us those political and civil: privileges and 
xigniB, without which, in their own case, they would look on them, 
selves as grievously oppressed ? No ! They say our present disa* 
bilkies " ought to be maintained in all their rigor*** Have they pe- 
riled for us their lives, or their persons, or iheir reputations, or their 
property ? If so, say when, — where. Have they protected and com- 
forted us when assailed by the most brutal persecutions ? Tell us the 
occasions ; we can recall none such. Have they once rebuked tho 
slave-holder, our envenomed enemy, for his pitiless oppression of our 
brethren ? No ! But they have made of him an ally in the work of 
benevolence projected for us,<— und to show him with what entire good 
fiuth they intend to perform their part of the covenant, they have 
ttnited with him in proclaiming to the world, that wo are " of all 
descriptions of our population uie most corrupt^ depraved and 9b9Ja.' 
doned.**— Co2ont;?atton canaidered* 



' T9S Uioioifr.py t;^B.TY. 

JAMEIS FORTEN. 

Our Tenerable ftnd beloved Jaoies Forten died on the 4th Marebi 
1649, The vast condoarse of people, of all classes and coiDp]exion% 
numbering from three to five thousand, that flowed his remkois to 
the grave, bore testimony to the estimation in which he was nniver* 
•ally held. Oar wealthiest and most influential citisens joined in the 
procession ; and compiezional distinctions and prejudices seemed, &sr 
the time, to be forgotten, in the desire to pay the last tribute of re- 
spect to the memory of departed worth. The minister, Mr^ Dou^* 
lass, a well educated man of color, dwelt very ap|»ropriately upon 
the solemn occasion of their asseml^y. 

In estimating some of the most striking features of his charact9» 
his widcreaching benevolence was fkst mentioned. Every efibrt to 
meliorate man's condition, found iff James Forten & warm supporter. 
If he felt a deeper interest in the anti^avery and temperance eSatiMt 
than in others, it was because they involved the intereists and desti* 
Dies of our unofl^ding, but persecuted class, with which he wa» 
particularly identified. His opposition to slavery, and zeal in the 
cause of human liberty, never tired or diminished. He felt it to be 
ft duty and a pleasure to give his warm and libfral support to that 
band of self-sacrificing men, that had organized to labor for the re*- 
demption of his brethren in bonds. Just before speech failed him, h» 
desired his love to be given to Mr. Garrison, and all his abolitkni 
friends. He sustained the temperance reform, not o^ily for the vaat 
good it was accomplishing to all, but because it promised to lift Qp 
many of his own brethren from their degradation, and take l)ut of 
the mouths of the enemies of liberty tiieir objections to the celored 
man's freedom J. MILLER McKIM. 

JACOB OSON. 

I Would have thofie propagators to suppose themselves in foreign 
lands, t)f strange tongues, without a record of their forefatliers, stolen 
ftway when young and never knew even their father. Put to hard 
labor with scanty meals and a driver over them with his lash, and 
nothing for their labor, and taught tlh»v they were nothing, nor ever 
could be any thing but vagabond slaves, and kept in this state frcmi 
generation to generation. How would they \p pear in fbur hundred 
years ?— perhaps as tarnished as we are, perhaps their craniums 
might somewhat be resembling the ape. But be that as it may, they 
would be as rough as marble before it came to the polishers' hands. 
Now what can such arguers think ? Would they not say if they 
were oppressed and made tributary that all men were created equal 
and by their Creator were endowed with certain unalienable rights, 
life and liberty; would they not say that God made of one blood aU 
Qfttions to dwell on the earth, and that he was no respecter of persona t 
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TEXAS AND MEXICO. 

Bat the piime eause, and the real object of this war, «*e not ^b* 
tincUy understood by a large portion of the honest, dismterested, and 
well-meaning citizens of the United States. Their means of ofa^in-' 
ing correct information upon the subject have been necessarily limited ; 
and many of them have been deceived and misled by the misrepresent 
tations of those concerned in it, and esf>ecially by hireling writers of the 
newspaper press. They have been induced to believe that the in- 
habitants of Texas were engaged in a legitimate contest for the mamte- 
nance of the sacred principles of Uberty, and the natural, inahenabie 
ri^ts of man :^>wherea6,tbe motives or its instigators, and their chief 
incentives to action, have been, from the commencement, of a directly 
opposite oharacter and tendency. It is suscepHbU of the clearest demons 
Oration, that the immediate cause, (knd the leading object of this contesty 
originaied in n settled design, among the sUmefMlders of this country, 
{wUh land specviatvrs and skwe-'traders,) to wrest the large and valuablt 
territory of Texas from the Mexican Republic, in order to re'cstablish the 
SYSTEM OP SLAVERY; to open a vast md profitable SLAVE 
MARKET therein ; and ultimately to annex it to the United States, 
And furth^, it is evident — nay, it is very generally acknowledged — 
that the insurrectionists are principally citizens of the United l^tes, 
who have proceeded thither for the purpose of revolutionising the 
country ; and that they are dependant upon this nation, for both the 
physical and oecuniary means, to carry the design into effect Whether 
the national legislature will lend its aid to this most unwarrantable, 
aggressive attempt, will depend on tl-e VOICE OF THE PEOPLE, 
expressed in their primary assemblies, by their petUums and through 
the ballot boxes. 

The land speculations, aforesaid, have extended to most of the cities 
and villages of the United States, the British colonies in America, and 
the settlements of foreigners in all the eastern parts of Mexico. All 
concerned in them are aware that a change in the government of the 
country naist take place, if their claims should ever be legalized. 

The advocates of slavery, in our southern states and elsewhere, 
want more land on this continent suitable for the culture of sugar and 
colton :' and if Texas, with the adjoining portions of Tamaulipas, 
Coahuila, Chihuahua, and Santa Fe, east of the Rio Bravo del r^orte, 
can be wrested from the Mexican government, room will be afforded 
for the redundant slave population in the United States, even to a 
remote period of time. 

Such are the motives for action — ^siich the combination of interests 
—such the oi^nization, sources of influence, and foundation of 
authority, upon which the present Texas Insurrection rests. The resi* 
dent colonists compose but a small fraction of the party concerned in 
it. The standard of revolt was raised as soon aS it was clearly asceiw 
tained that slavery could not be perpetuated, nor the illegal speei|Ia 
tionsin land continued, under the government of the Mexican RepuUic 
The Mexican authorities were charged with acts of oppression, white 
the true causes of the revolt — ^the motives and designs of the insurgents 
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studiously concealed from the public vieir. Inf!uentia1 slave- 
faolders are contributing money,, equipping troops, and marcbincr to 
the scene of conflict Ti\e land speculators are fitting out expeditions 
from New York and New Orleans, with men, munitions of war, pro- 
Tisio^s, &c., to promote the object The Independence of Texas is 
declared, and the system of slarery, as wdV as the slave-trade (with 
the United State8,pi9 fully recognized by the government they have 
■et up. Commissionefs are sent from the colonies and agents are 
appointed here, to make -formal application, enlist the sympathies of 
ourcitiaBens, and solicit aid in every way that it can be furnished. The 
kirding presses are actively engaged in promoting the success of their 
efibrts, by mierepreseDting the character of the Mexicans^ issuing 
inflammatory appeals, and urging forward the ^norant, the unsus- 
pecting, the adventurous, and the unprincipled, to a participation in 
the straggle. 

Under the erroneous construction of the treaty with Mexico, General 
Gaines was autliorized to cross the boundary line with hk army ; to 
$Mreh seventy miles into the Mexican territory ; and to occupy the 
military post of Nacogdoches, in cuse he should judge U ejtpedlent in 
erder to guard against Indian depressions ! And fuither ; he was 
likewise authorized to call upon the governors of several of the sovUv- 
western staUs for an additional number of troops, should he consider U 
Ikecessary. 

From the Pensseolo Gazette. 

*' About the middle of last month, General Qaines sent ^n, officer of the 
United States army into Texas to reclaim some desertera. lie found them 
already enlisted in the Texian service to the number of two hundred. They stUI 
wore the uniform of our army, but refused, of course, to return. The com- 
mander of the Texian forces was applied to, to enforce their retarn ; but his 
enly reply was, that the soldiers might go, but he had no authority to send 
liiem hick* Tliis is a new view of our Texian relations.'* 

The following decrees and ordinances are translated fromanoflicial 
compilation by authority of the government of Mexico. 

Extrmt from the Law of October 14«A, 1823. 

Article 21. Foreigners who bring slaves with them, shall obey the 
Laws established upon the matter, or which shall hereafter be estab* 
lished* 

* * 

Decree or jvlt 13, 1824. ' 

I Prohibition of the Commerce and Trafficin Slaves. 

ThoSovereign General Constituent Congress of the United Mexi 
can States has held it right to decree the following : 
• I. The commerce and trafiic in slaves, proceeding from whatever 
power, and under whatever flag, is forever prohibited, within Uie terri- 
tories of the United Mexican States. 

2. The slaves, who may be introduced contrary to the tenor of the 
preceding article, shall remain free in consequence of treading th« 
AlezxcansoiL 
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3. Every vessel, whether national orforei^yin whidi slavcf mav 
be transported and introduced into the Mexican territories, shall be 
confiscated with the rest of its oargo-^flitd the owner, purchaser, cap- 
tain, master, and pilot, shall suffer the punishment of ten years' con- 
finement. 

The CowftUtUUm of CoahuUa and Texas, promulgated on the llth 
of March, 1827, also contains this important article : 

" 13. In this state no person shall be born a slave afler this Consti- 
tution is published in the capital of each district, and six months there* 
afler, neither will the introduction of slaves be permitted under toy 
pretext" 

{Translated from page 149, Vol. Y, Mexican Laws.] 

Decree of Presideht Guerrero. 

^olUion of Slavery, 

The President of the United Mexican States, to the inhabitants of 
the Republic — 

Be it known : That in the year 1829, being; desirous of signalizing* 
the anniversary of our Independence by an act of national Justice and 
Beneficence, which may contribate to tne strength and support of such 
inestimable welfare, as to secure more and more the public tranquility, 
and reinstate an unfortunate portion of our inhabitants in the sacrea 
rights granted them by nature, and may be protected by the nation, 
under wise and just laws, according to the provision in article 30 of the 
Constitutive act j availing myself of the extraordinary faculties granted 
me, I have thought proper to decree : 

1. That slavery be exterminated in the republic. 

2. Consequently those are free, who, up to this day, have been 
looked upon as slaves. 

3. Whenever the circumstances of the public treasury will allow it, 
the owners of slaves shall be indemnified, in the manner which the 
laws shall provide. 

Meadco, 15th Sept 1829, A. D, 

JOSE MARIA de BOCANEGRA. 

[Translation of part of the law of April 6th, 1830, prohibiting the 
migration of citizens of the United States to Texas.] 

Art. 9. On the northern frontier, the entrance of forei^ers shall be 
prohibited, under all pretexts whatever, unless they be furnished with 
passports^ signed by the agents of the republic, at the places whence 
they proceed. 

Art. 10. There shall be no variation with regard to the coloniet 
alrieady established, nor with regard to the slaves t&it may be in them ; 
but the general government, or the particular state government, ahaU 
take core, under the strictest responsUnlityy that the cdonization laws be 
obeyed, and that no more slaves eb imtropuceo. 
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COLONIZATIOR L&WS OF CoABUlLA AND TkZAS. 

« 

Akt. 3^. The new settlers, in regard to the introduetum of dgou^ 
thaU be subject to laws whi4ih now exists and which thaU hereafter h% 
made on the subject. 

Art. 36. The servants and laborers which, in tutnre, foreign eolonists 
shall introduce, shall not^ by force of any contract whatever, remain boim^ 
to their service a longer space of time than ten years. 

Given in the city of Leona Vtcario, 28th April, 1832. 

^ JOSE JESUS GRANDE, President. • 

In the course of mj observatiofis, I have Beveraf times asserted, that 
it was the intention of the insurrectionists to establish and perpetuate 
the system of slavery, by ^^ consHtutional^ provision. In proof of this, 
I now quote several paragraphs from the "constitution" which they 
lately adopted. This extract is taken from that part under the head 
of" Qenerat Pronsionst" and embraces all that relates to siavetj. 

Texas Comstitution. 

Sec. 8. Alt persons who shall leave the country ibr the purpose of 
evading a participation in the present struggle, or shall refuse to partiei' 
pate in it, or shall give aid or assistance to the present enemy, shedl 
forfeit all rights to citizenship, and anch lands as they may hUd^ in the 
republic. 

Sec 9. All persons of color, who were slaves for life previous to 
their emigration to Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall 
remain in the hke state of servitude, provided the said slave shall be the 
bona 6de property of the person so holding said slave as aforesaid. 
Congress sfudl pttss no laxos to prohibU emigrants from the United States 
of America from bringing their slaves into the republic toith them, and 
holding them by the same tenure by which such slaves were held in 
the United States ; n<ir shall congress have the power to emandptUe 
siaves; nor shall any slaveholder be allotoed to emancipate his or her slave 
or slaves, vnthotU the consent of congress, unless he or she shall send his 
or her slave or slaves without the limits of the republic* No free 
person of African descent, either in whole or in part, shall be permitted 
to reside permanently in the republic, without the consent of confess ; 
and the importation or admission of Africans or negroes inio this 
fepublic, excepting from the. United States of America, is for ever 
prohibited and declared to be piracy. 

Sec 10. All persons, {Africans, and the descendants of Africans, and 
Indians excepted,) who were residing in Texas on the day of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, [a sreat portioiy of the nativi Mexican ciUzens 
fure, of course, excluded,] shall be considered citizens of the republic, 
and entitled to all the privileges of such. All citizens now living ia 
Texas, who have not received their portion of land in like manner as 
colonists, shall be entitled to their land in the following proportion and 
manner : Every head of a family shall be entitled to one league and 
"labor'' of land, and every single man of the ase of seventeen and 
upwards, shall be entitled to one third part of one league of land. 
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The period has indeed arrived— THE CRISIS IS NOW— when 
the wise, the virtuous, the patriotic, the philanthropic of this nation, 
must examine, and reflect, and deeply ponder the tiiomentous subject 
under consideration. Abieady we see the newspaper press in some 
of thd free states, openly advocating the system of slavery, with all it* 
loatrages and abominations. Individuals occupying influential stations 
m 4he community at large, also countenance and encouiage it, and 
even instigate the vile rabble to oppose, maltreat, and trample on th« 
necks of those who dare to plead the cause of the oppressed. At th« 
ensuing session of our national congress, the great battle is to be fonghl^ 
that must decide the question now at issiie, and perhaps* even tetU th$ 
fate of this republic. The senators and representatives of the peoplt 
will then be called on to sanction the independence of Texas, and also^ 
to provide for its admission, as a SLAVEHOLDING STATE, into 
this Union. These measures will positively be proposed, in case the 
Mexican government fails to suppress the insurrection very soon, and 
to recover the actual possession of the territory. A few of our most 
eminent statesmen will resist the proposition with energy and zeal ; 
but unless the PUBLIC VOICE be raised against the unhallowed 
fnoceeding, and the sentiments of the people be most unequivocally 
expressed in the loudest tones of disapprobation^ they will be unable 
to withstand the influence and power of their antagonists. Arouse^ 
then ! and let your voice be heard through your pnmary assemblies, 
your legislative halls, and the columns of the periodical press, in every 
section of you r x;ountry ! 

Citizens of the United States!— ^ons of the Pilgrims, and dtseiples 
jof Wesley and Penn !— Coadjutors and pupils of Washington, Jemiv 
son; and Franklin ! — Advocates of freedom and the sacred *^rigfU9 of 
man PI — Will you longer shut your eves, and slumber in apathy, while 
the demon of oppression is thus stalking over the plains consecrated 
to th& genius of liberty, and lertilized by the bloool of her numerous 
martyrs ? — Will you permit the authors of this gigantic project of 
national aggression, interminable slavery, and Heaven-daring injustice, 
to perfect their diabolical schemes through your supinenesa, or with 
the sanction of your acquiescence 7. If they succeed in the accomplish- 
ment of their object, where will be your guarantee for the liberty which 
you, yourselves enjoy ? When tne advocates of slavery shall obtain 
the balance of power in this confederation ; when they shall' have 
corrupted a few jnore of the adpirants to office among you, and opened 
an ilhmitable field for the operations of your heartless land-jobbers and 
slave-merchants, (to sepure their influence in efiecting the unholy 
purposes of their ambition,) how long will you be able tor resist the 
encroachments of their tyrannical influence, or prevent them from 
usitrping and exercising' authorUy over you? ARISE IN THE 
MAJESTY OF MORAL POWER, and pUce the seal of condens- 
nation upon this flagrant violation of national laws^ of human rights, 
and the eternal, immutable prindples of justice.— *9iVWionai Enquhrep 
^ PhOadelpbia. 
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Daring the late war with Great Britain, the militaij and naval com* 
manders of that nation, issued proclamations inviting ^e slaves to 
repair to thdr standards, with promises of freedom and of settlement 
m some of the British colonial establishments. Thii^ surely, was an 
interference with the institution of slavery in the states. By the treaty 
of peace, Great Britain stipulated to evacuate all the forts and places 
in the United States, without carrving away any slaves. If the 
government of the United States had no authority to interfere, in any 
yuty, with the insUtntion of slavery in the states, they would not have 
had the authority to require this stipulation. It is well known that 
this engagement was not fulfilled by the British naval and military 
commanders ; that, on the contrary, tney did carry away all the slaves 
whom they had induced to join them, and that tlie British government 
inflexibily refused to restore any of them to their masters ; tliat a claim 
of indemnity was consequently instituted in behalf of the owners of the 
slaves, and was successfully maintained. All that series of transactions 
was an interference by congress with the institution of slavery in the 
states in one way — in the way of protection and support It was by 
the institution of'^slavery alime, that tbe restitution ot slaves enticed by 
proclamations into the British service could be claimed as property. 
But for the institution of slavery, the British commanders oould neither 
have allured them to their standard, nor restored them otherwise than 
as libemted prisoners of war. But for the institution of slavery, there 
could have been no stipulation that they should not be carried away 
as property, nor any claim of indemnity for the violation of that 
en^gement. 

But the war powo* of confess over the institution of slavery in the 
states in yet far more extensive. Suppose the case of a servile war, 
complicated, as to some extent it is even noWf with an Indian war; 
suppose congress were called to raise armies ; to supply money from 
the whole Union to suppress a servile insnrrection : would they have 
no authority to interfere with the institution of slavery ? The issue of 
a servile war may be disastrous. By war, the slave may emancipate 
himself; it may become necessary for the master to recognise his 
emancipation, by a treaty of peace ; can it, for an instant, be pretended 
that congress, m such a contin^ncy, would have no authority to 
interfere with tbe institution of slavery, in any way, in the states 7 
Why, it would be equivalent to saying, that congress have no consti- 
tutional authority to make peace. 

I suppose a more portentous case, certainly within the bounds of 
possibility. — ^I would to Grod I could say not within the bounds of 
probability. You have been, if you are not now, at the very point of 
a war with Mexico-*-a war, I am sorry to say, so far as public rumor 
is credited, stimulated by provocations on our part from the very <^om- 
meneement of this Administration down to the recent authority given 
to General Gaines to invade the Mexican territory. It is said, that 
one of the earliest acts of this Administration, was a proposal made at 
a time when there was already much ill-humor in Mexico against the 
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VtttUd States, that dbe should cede to the United Stales a veiy lai|ga 
portioaof her territory — ^large enough to constitute nine states equal 
iQ extent to Kentucky. It must be confessed, that, a device ^tter 
calculated to produce jealousy^ suspicion, ill-wilf, and hatred, could 
not have been contrived. It is further affirmed, that this overture 
ofiensive in itself, was made precisely at the time when a swarm of 
colonists from these United States were covering the Mexican border 
with land»jobbing, and with slaves, introduced, in defiance of the 
Mexican laws, by which slavery had been abolished throughout that 
republic. The war now caging in Texas is a Mexican civil war, and 
a war for the re-establishment of slavery where it was abolished. It 
is not a servile war, but a war between slavery and emancipation, and 
every possible eHbrt has been made to drive us into the war, on the 
side ot slavery. 

And again I as1(, what will be your, cauue in such a war ? Aggres- 
ipon, conquest, and the re-establisnment of slavery, where it has been 
abolished. In that war, sir, the banners of freedom will be the banners 
of Mexico ; and your banners, I blush to speak the word, will be the 
baiiners of slavery. 

And bow complicated? Your Seminole war is already spreading 
to the Creeks, ana, in their march of desolation, they sweep along with 
them your negro slaves, and put arms into their hanas to make common 
cause with them against you, and how far will it spread, sir, should a 
Mexican intader, with the torch of hberty in his hand, and the standard 
of freedom floating over his bead, proclaiming emancipation to the slave, 
and revenge to the native Indian, as he goes, invade your spilt What 
will be the condition of your states of Louisiana, of Mississippi, of 
Alabama, of Arkansas, oi Missouri, and of Georgia? Where will bo 
your negroes ? Where will be that combined and concentrated mass 
of Indian tribes, whom, by an inconsiderate policy, you have expelled 
from tbeir widely distant habitations, to embody them within a small 
compass on the very borders of Mexico, as if on purpose to give that 
country a nation of natural allies in their hostilities against you ? Sir, 
you have a Mexican, an Indian, and a negro war upon your hands, 
and you are plunging yourself into it blindfold ; you are talking about 
acknowledging the independence of the republic of Texas, and you are 
thirsting -to annex Texas, ay, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas, and Santa 
Fe, from the source to the mouth of the Rio Bravo, to your already 
over-distented dominions. Five hundred thousand square miles of the 
territory of Mexico would not even now quench youf burning thirst for 
aggrandizement 

i&reat Britain may have no serious objection to the indepe^ndence of 
Texas, and may be willing enough to tate her under her protection, as 
a barrier both against Mexico and against you. But, as aggrandize- 
ment to you she will not readily suflfer it ; and, above all, she will not 
Buffer you to acquire it by conquest and the re-establishment of slavery. 
Urged on by the irresistible, overwhelming torrent of public opinion. 
Great Britain has recently, at a cost df one hundred millions of aollars. 
which her people have joyfully paid, abolished slavery, throughout all 
her colonies in the West Indies. After setting such an example, she will 
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n&tr-M u impOMibledwt ri>eihoiild— stand by and witneaa a war for tiia 
n-eatabliahment of slavery ; where k had be^ for years abolished, and 
sitaated thus in the immediate neighborhood of iier islands. She will 
tell you, that if you must iiare Texas as a member ^tjonr confederacy, 
it must be witnout the trammels of slavery, and ifyou will wage a 
war to handcuff and fetter your fellow-man, she wiu wase the war 
against you to break his chains. Sir, what a figure, in me eyes of 
man kino, would you make, in deadly conflict with Great Britain : she 
fighting the battles of emancipation, and you thd battles of slavery ; 
lAie the benefactress, and you the oppressor of human kind I In such 
a war, the enthusiasm of emancipation, too, would unite vast numbers 
of her people in aid of the national rivalry, and all her naturaljealousr 
against our aggrandizement No war was ever so popular in England, 
as that war would be against slavery, the slave-trade, and the Anglos 
Saxon descendant from her own Imns. 

As to Che annexion of Texas to your confederation, for what do you 
want it ? Are you not large and unwieldy enoug^ already ? Do not 
two millions of square miles cover enough for the insatiate rapacity of 
your land-jobbers 7 I hope there are none of them within the sound 
alt my voice. Have you not Indians enough to expel from the land of 
tiieir fathers* sepultures, and to exterminate ? What, in a prudential 
and military pomt of view, would be the addition of Texas to your 
domain ? It would be weakness and not power. Is your southern 
and southwestern frontier not suffidently extensive? not*suf&cientIy 
feeble 7 not sufficiendy defenceless ? Why are you adding regiment 
after regiment of dragoons to yonr standing army 7 Why are you 
Btrucdinv, by direction and by indirection, to raise .per aaltum Uiat 
army from less than six to more than twenty thousand men 7 

A war for the restoration of slavery, where it has been abolished, if 
successful in Texas, must extend over all Mexico ; and the example 
will threaten Great Britain with imminent danger of a war of colore 
in her own islands. She will take possession of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
by cession from Spain, or by the batteries from her wooden walls ; 
and ifyou ask her oy what authority she has done it, she will ask ^h)u, 
in return, by what authority you have extended your seacoast m>m 
die Sabine to the Rio Brava She will ask you a question more pei> 
plexing namely — ^by what authority yon, with freedom, independence, 
and democracy upon your lips, are waging a war of extermination to 
forge new manacles and fetters, instead of those which are falling 
fit)m the hands and feet of man. She will carry emancipation and 
abolition with her in every fold of her flag ; while your stara, as they 
increase in numbers, will be overcast with the murky vapora of op- 
pression, and the only portion of your banners visible to toe eye, will 
oe the blood-stained stnpes of the task-master 7 

Little reason have the inhabitants of Georgia and Alabama to com- 
plain that the government of the United States has been remiss or 
neglectful in protecting them from Indian hostilities; the fact is 
directly the reverse. The people of Alabama and Greorgia are now 
suffering the recoil of theu* own unlawful weapons. Georgia, sir,' 
Georgia, by tramf^ng upon tine faith of our national treaties with the 
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JaUaA tribes, ind by nibjecting them to bar >t&te Ikwi, fint Mt the 
«uuD}^ of lh»t poUcT wnich U now in the process of ooosnmination 
by this Indno wsr, In setting this example, ahe bode daSuce to th* 
aatboritj of the government of the nation | she DuUified J'our laws ; 
■be Bet a.t n&ughc Taur eiecutJTe ganrdisn* of the commoD cotistita- 
tion of the lan£ To what extent Sbe carried this policy, the dungeon* 
of her prieong and the records of the Supreme Judiciu Court of (hft 
United States can telL To those prisons she coiwiutted iaolKnsive^ 
innocenL pioiu miiiisteiB of the g<>apel of truth, for carrying the lighL 
the comforts, and the consnlalions of [hat goeptJ to tJie hearts aod 
minds of these unhappy Indians. A solemn decision of the Supreme 
Court of the Dnited Stales pronounced that act a violation of your 
treaties and youbtawa. Georgia defied that decinon ; your eiecutiv* 
government never carried it into execution ; the ' ~ ' 



of the gospel were compelled to purchase their ransom from pei^ 
pelual cap^vitjr, by sacrificing their rights as freemen to the meekness 
of ttieir principles as ChriatianB ; and you have eaactioned all Iheee 
outrages upon juBtic& law, and humanity, by succumbing to the 

Kwer and the poUcy of Georgia, by accommodatine your legislation to 
c arbitrary will ; by tearing to tatters your old treaties with the 
Indiana, and by cwistraining them, under prine forte it dure, to the 
mockery of signing other treaties wkh you, which, at the first moment 
when it shalTauit your purpose, you will sgain tear to tatters and 
•catlar to tfte lour winds of heaven, till the Indian race shall he extinct 
on ttuB continont, and it shall become a problem, beyond the solution 
antiquaries and historical societies, wnot the red man of the forest 
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THE LONDON PATRIOT. 

m 

The British public ought to be made aware of what is going on at 
present in Texas ; of the true cause and the true nature of the contest 
.between the Mexican authorities and the American slave-jobbers. 

Texas has long been the Naboth's vineyard of brother Jonathan. 
For twenty years or more, an anxiety has been manifested io push back 
the boundary of the United States' territory, of which the Sabine river 
is the agreed line, so as to include the rich alluvial lands of the delta 
of the Colorado, at the head of the G ulf of Mexico. There are stronger 
passions at work, however, than tl*e mere lust of territory^ — deeper 
mterests at stake. Texas belongs to a republic which has abolished 
slavery ; the object of the Americans is to convert itmto a slaveholding 
state ; not only to make it a field of slave cultivation, and a market 
for the Maryland slave-trade, but, by annexing it to the Federal Union 
to strengthen in congr^s the preponderating mfluence of the southern 
slaveholding states. 

This atrocious project is the real origin and cause of the pretended 
contest for Texian independence — -a war, on the part of the United 
States, of unprovoked aggression for the vilest of all purposes.^ 
VWy6,1836. 

WILLIAM B. REED. 

One of the complaints n^ade by the Texians is that^he Mexican 

fovernment will not permit the introduction of slaves, and one of the 
rst fruits of independence and secure liberty (unnatural as is the 
paradox) will be the extension of slavery, and both the domestid and 
foreign slave-trade, over t]:e limits of a territory large enough to form 
five states as large as Pennsylvania. Such being the result what 
becomes of any real or imaginary balance between the South and 
the North — the slaveholding and non-elaveholding interests? Five 
or more slaveholding states, with their additional representation, 
thoroughly imbued with southern feeling, thoroughly attached to what 
the South Carolina resolutions now before us, call '* the patriarchal 
institution of domestic slavery,** added to the Union, ana where is 
the security of the North, and of the interests of free labor ?— These 
are questions worth considering — the more so, as the war fever which 
is now buminw in the veins or this community, and exhibiting itself 
in all the usual unreflecting expressions of sympathy and resentment, 
has disturbed the judgment of^ the nation, and distorted every notion 
of right and wron^. Let the Texians win independence as they can. 
That is their affair, not ours. But let no statesman that loves his 
country think of admitting such an increment of slaveholding popula- 
tion into this Union. He (Mr. R.) could not but fear that Uiere was 
a deep laid plan to admit Texas into the Union, with a view to an 
increase of slaveholding representation in congress ; and whUe h« 
viewed it in connexion with the growing indifference perceptible in 
some quarters, he could not b«U feel melancholy forebodings. — Speech 
In the Pennsylvania Howe of RepresentativeSf June 11th, 1836. 
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The fdlowing document, oooMd^nng the^voucked dutraotor of 

the fientlen^en whose nfdnes are «i^tted to it. and attest its truth, if 
enti&d to a. p}ace in our colttmne i-^J^'atUmal htttlUgencer, 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

We wiil not dwell upoi) the falae aasuranijefl made to us by men 
frafesnng to be tKe accrxditcd agents o( Toxaa in this country. At • 
time when the cause of IVxas was dark and gloomy, when Santa 
Anna seemed d( signed to carry desolation over the whole country, 
tlioae men were pr<xli^al oi* piornises^and professing to be autliorized 
to speak in the name of tiie Texian Crovemmcnt, made asstirances of 
ultimate remuneration, wliicb they knew at the time to be fklse, and 
which time proved to be sa 
^ We now stal« that our personal observation and undoubted inform 
mation enabled us fuUy to perceive, let That the present population 
of Texas seemed wholly incapable of a just idea oi civil ana political 
liberty, and that, so far as the extension of liberal principles is con- 
eemed, it is of but little moment whether Mexico or Texas succeed in 
the stmirgle. 

Sd. That the mass of the people, from the highest functionary of 
their pretended sovernment to the humblest citizen (with but few ex- 
ceptions,) are animated alone by a desire of jpkinder, and appear 
totally indifferent whom they plunder, friends or toes. 

3d. That even now there is really XK> organized government in th^ 
country, no laws administered, f>o judiciary, a perpetual struggle gdng 
on between the civil and military departments, and neither having the 
eoniidence of the people, or being worthy of it 

These fact<( and others sufficiently demonstrate to us that the cabinet 
was deticient in all, the requisites or a good government, cukI that no 
<me in his senses woi^d trust himself, his reputation, or his fortunes, 
to th^r* charge orcontroL Charged .with treasony hribtry^ and vnar* 
pationsy weak in their councils, and still weaker in power to enforce 
their orders, we perceived at once that we must look for safety and 
proper inducemeuts elsewhere. W e then turned our eyes to the army, 
and a scene still more disheartening presento^ itself; undisdplined, 
ftod without an effort to become so ; not a roll called, nor a drill ; no 
• regular encampment ; no authority nor obedience ; with plundering 
parties for self-emolument, ^^ohbing private individuals of their property. 
We could see nothing to induce us to embark our fortunes and destinies 
with them. With ^ese views and facts, we could but sicken and 
wonder at the vile deceptions which had bo(>n practised up<Mi us ; ydt 
we are U>\A that this people had risen up in th<:ir might to vindicate the 
cause of civil and religious liberty. It is a mockery of the very name 
of liberty. They are stimulated by that mQiive which such men can 
only apprecinte—iA^ hope of plunder. They are careless of* the fbiw 
of government under which they live, if that government will tolerate 
Hcentiottsness and disorder. Such is a brief^ but we sincerely be- 
' jieve, a faithfid picture- of a country to which we were inyited ipith 
80 much assiduity, uid such the manner in which we were received 
imd treated* 
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« NEW-t<UtK SUN. 

We might multipljnacts in support of each proposition here laid 
down, to show the miserable condition of things in Texas, and the 
utter impossibility that a man of honor could embark in such a cause 
with such men. Should it be rendered necessary, we may yet do so ; 
but for the present we will pause with this remark, that if there be any, 
now, in Kentucky, whose hearts are animated with the desire of an 
honorable fame, or to secure a competent settlement for themselves or 
families, they must look to some other theatre than the plains of Texas. 
We would say to them. Listen not to the deceitful and hypocritical 
allurements of land speculators, who wish you to Jight for their 
htnefitf and who are as liberal of promises as they are faithless in perform* 
rniee. We are aware of the responsibility which we incur by this 
course. We are aware that we subject oorseWes to the misrepresen- 
tations of hired agents and unprincipled iandmongers ; but we are* 
willins: to meet it al!, relying upon the integrity of our motives and the 
correctness of our couTso. 

EDWARD J. WILSON, 
G. L. POSTLETHWAITE. 

Lexington, Sept. 10, 183C. 

NEW-YORK SUN. 

Extract from General H*oiiston's letter to General Dunlap of Nash- 
ville — 

" For a porti4m of this force we mttst look to ike UnUed States. It 
cannot reach us too soon. There is but one feeling in Texas, in my 
opinion, and that is to establish the independence of Texas, and to be 
attached to the United States.** 

Here, then, is an open avowal by the commander-in-chief of the 
Texian army, that American troops will be required to seize and sever 
this province of the Mexican republic, for the purpose of uniting it to 
ours ; and this avowal is made by a distinguished American citizen, 
in the very foce of that ^lorions constitution of his country, which wisely 
pves no power to its citizens for acquiring fijreigjn territory by conquest, 
Iheir own territory being more than amply sufficient to gratify any safe 
"ambition j and in the tace,. too, of the following solemn and sacred 
! contract of liis country with the sister republic which he iVould dis- 
member: 

"There shaH be a firm, inviolable, and universal peace, and a trite 
and sincere friendship between the United Stdtes of America, and the 
United Mexican States, in all the extent of their possessions and terri- 
tories, between their people and citizens respectively, without distinction 
of persons or places.** 

In the earlier daysof oiir republic, when a WgVi^mtnded and honor- 
Able fidelity to its constitution was an object proudly paramount to 
tfvery mercenary consitjeration tiiat might contravene it, an avoweil 
design of this kind against the possessions of a nation with whom the 
United States were' at peace, wonid have subjected its author, if a 
citizen, to the charge of high treason, and to its consequences. When 
Aavon Burr and his associates were supposed to meditate the eonouest 






NEUTRALITY. 

of Mexico, and attempted to raise troops in the southern states to 
acliveve it, they were arrested for treason, and Burr, their chief, was 
tried for his life. But now, behold ! the conquest of a part of the sam« 
country is an object openly proclaimed, not in the letters of General 
Houston dlone, but by many of our wealthiest citizens at public ban* 
quets, and by the hireling presses in the chief cities of out Union. The 
annexation of a foreign territory to our own by foreign conquest, being; 
thus unblushingly avowed,* and our citizens, who are integral portions of ^ 
dor national sovereignty, being openly invited and incited to join the " 
crusade with weapons of war, it becomes an interesting moral inquiry 
-^what is there in the pubhc mind to excuse or even to palliate so 
flagrant a prostitution or national faith and honor in these days, any 
more than in the days that are past ? The answer is ready at handf, 
and is irrefutable. An extensive and well organized gang of swindlers 
in Texas lands, have raised the cry, and the standard of " Liberty 1" 
and to the thrilling charm of this glorious word, which stirs the blood 
of a free people, as the blast of the bugle arouses every nerve of the 
warhorse, nave the generous feehngs of our citizens responded in ardent 
delusion. But, as the Commerciad Advertiser truly declsires, " Never 
was the Goddess of American liberty invoked more unrighteously ;" 
.and we cannot but believe that the natural sagacity, goodsen^, and 
proud regard for their national honor, for which our citizens are distin- 
gaished m the eyes of all nations, will speedily rescue them from the 
otherwise degrading error in which tliat vile crew of mercenary hypo- 
critical swindlers would involve the;^. The artful deceivers, however, 
have not relied upon the generosity and noble sympathy only of our 
fellow citizens, fbr they insidiously presented a bribe to excite their 
cupidity also. 

NEUTRALITY » 

Next the Texian revolution. Was it not laughable to see these 
Texians, all of them, generally speaking, slaveholders ; adhering to 
the constitution of 1S24, one article of which emancipates all the slaves 
in Mexico f Was it not laughable to see them proclaiming a consti- • 
tntion, of which, eleven years ago, the Americans in Texas had pro- 
hibited the fvroclamation by the Mexican authorities there, under the 
heaviest thi^eats ! — What man of common sense can believe in this 
h/wmhug ? None, gentlemen ; none but those that have risked their 
thousands in this country ; and they, whoever they may be, feign to 
believe it The statements made throughout the United States^ of 
tvranny and op])res3ion on the part of Mexico toward the American 
(^zens in Texas, are slanderous falsehoods, fabricated to creat'.i and 
nCn*ture the worst prejudices and jealousies. The Americans in Texas 
have had their own way in every case, and on every occasion ; and 
whenever there bjppened a legislative act that was, from any cause, 
repugnant to the feelings of the people of Texas, it was silenced at 
once. In short, ifthere has existed a good cause of complaint in Texai, 
it was that men were too much their own masters, and too little under 
(he restraint of any law. Any allegation to the effect that the Mexican 
government had deceived eitizons of the United States in relation to 



promises of lands first made to thera^ is iklse, and I defy any oim to 

siiow a rorfeitnre of title to lands, when the conditiont of ike granl kad 
btenfayUUd fry the setUer, 

^o»v, sir, as to the war: here I will ask Amprican**, (except the 
speculators,) how many military incursions, insui'rections, aiid rebel- 
Hons, avowedly for tlie purpose of snatching Texas from its j>roper 
owiicrs, will, in llieir mind, justify Mexico iu driving from its terntories, 
the pirates tiiat would thus possess theu)S< Ivls of the country ? Be it 
reuieinbered, that these revolutions have never beetv attempted by the 
resident citizens of Texas, but in evory case by men organized in the 
United States for the purpose and coming i'roiit afar : why, a single 
provocation of this nature were ample jiistltication ; but I'exas has^ 
from the time of th<' adjustment of the boundary by W illuUson and 
Ferrara, experienced seven or eight. 

The Anu*rioaps (I mean the regulars) and Texians, appear to 
understand eu^-h otlier pt^ rfectly. 'i'he neutrality is prtserved on the 
part of Gener;.! Gaint^, by allowing all volunteers, and other organized 
corps destined for iV'xas, to pass in hundreds and thousands undis- 
turbed, but kiM ps in check any attempt on the part of the native 
Mexicans and iiiiituns, to act a;b^ains( the Texians. 1 he Texiaus aM 
allowed to wage war against a t.ieudly power, in a district of country 
chiimed by the Unit'd States. The prisoners of war taken by the 
Texians are ignorant to which party they are su'•;^^ct. The American 

general claims the country only from Mexico, but has no objections to 
le carrying on of war auainst Mexico in the district be claiuui! Pray^ 
sir, let Americans speak lionestly, and let them say whether any gov* 
emment has, within the last cciitury, placed itee^lf in so ridiculous a 
light 7 — not only ridiculous, but contemptible. Will not any honest 
man confess at once that General Gaines, or any authority clolliin* 
him with the discretion so indiscreetlv used, would never have dreamed 
of the Uke against a govenvnent able and .ready to defend itself^ wvd 

Sunish such arro^^ce? What is Europe to say to this? Will not 
lexico complain ? And will there be no sympathy for her 7 — Letter 
J to the Editors of the ^eW'York Commercial »3dvertiaer, dated ^acog* 
doges f Texas, September 14, 1836. 

[Alas, for our national xJegeneracy and infamy ;--4n 181 1, the fluso 
picion of being accessory to this horrible outrage* against the laws of 
aatiu-e, and of nations, led a to distinct charge in the trial for treason of] 

GENERAL WILKINSON. 

Chajioe v. — That he, the said James Wilkinson, while commanding 
the army of the United States, by virtue of his said cotnniission, and 
being bound by the duties of his oflice to do all that in him lay, to 
discover and to frustrate all such enormous violations of the law as 
tended to endanger the peace and tranquillity of the United States, did, 
nevertheless, unlawfully combine and conspire to set on foot a military 
expedition against the 'territories of a aat'on, then at peace with thga 
United SUtes. 

iSpsciflesitofi, Hc^ the said James Wilkisson, in the years 1805 and 
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THB AVaiCAK SLATK-TRADft AKD TKXAfl. 



1800, eomWnittg and conspiring with- Aaron Burr and hia afl«ociate% 
to wt on ^Ml & imlituy expedition against &e Spanish provineea and 
territorief in America. — WUkms(»i*9 Memoirt, Foi. IL 

THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE AND TEXAS. 

Bt a treaty between Great Britain and Spain, for the suppressioir 
of the Slave-trade, concluded in 1817, the British fi;ovemmeht was 
aotborized to api^oint commissioners to reside in Cuba, who, with 
Spanish oommiasioners, were to form a court for the adjudication of 
avch ships as might be seized with slaves actually on board. 

The British commissioners from time to time make reports to thiir 

fKvemraeot, which are laid before Parliament, and published by their 
rection. 

The following are extracts from a report, dated 1st January, 1836. 

^^Seyer since the establishment of this mixed commission, has the 
slave-trade of the Havana reached such a disgraceful pitch as during 
the year 1835, By the list we have the lienor to enclose, it will be 
seen tliat fifty slave vessels have safely arrived in this port during the 
year just expired. In 1833, there were twenty-seven arrivals, and in 
1834, thirty-three ; but 1835 presents a number, by means of which 
(here must have been landed upwards of fifteen thousand negroes. 

" In the spring of last year an American agent from Texas pufw 
chased in the Havana two hundred and fifty newly imported Africans, 
at two hundred and seventy dollars a head, and carried (hem away 
with him to that district of Mexico— having first procured from the 
American Consul here certificates of their freedom. This, perhaps, 
would have been scarcely worth mentioning to your lordship, had we 
not learned, that within the last six weiks, considerable sums of 
noney have been deposited by the American citizens in certain mer- 
cantile houses here, lor the purpose of making additional purchases of 
b<aai negroes for Texas., According to vae laws of Mexico, we 
believe such Africans are free, whether 3iey have certificates of freedom 
or not ; but we doubt much whether this freedom will be more than 
nominal under their American masters, or whether the whole system 
may not be founded on some plan of smugglmg them across the frontier 
of trie slave states of the Union. However this may be, a greattoipuUe 
is Uius giveri to this illicit traffic of the Havana i and it ia not easy for 
us to point out to government what remonstranees ought to be made 
9n the subject since the American settlers in Texas are almost aa 
independent of American authority as they are of Mexico. Theee 
lawless people will doubtless, moreov^ assert, that they buy negroee 
in tke Havana with a view to their ultimate emancipation. We 
thought the first experiment to be of little consequences-nut now that 
we perceive fresh commissions arriving in the Havana for the purduifle 
of Africans, we cannot refrain from culing your lordship's attention to 
the &ct, as being another cause of the increase of the elave-trade in 
the Havana." 

The foregoing throws Uglat on the following recent article in the 
Albany Argus : — 
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TEXAS AND SLAVERT. 

** The fate of Henry Bartow, lato of the Commercial Bank of this 
city, has been at length definitely ascertained. The agent sent out 
by the bank has returned, and states that Bartow died at Marianne, 
near Columbia, in Texas, on the 30th of June iast, of the fever of the 
country, afler an iUncss of about four weeks, fie had purchased a 
fitrra on the Braesos, and, in fcompany with a native of tne country, 
had commenced an extensive plantation, and sent $10,000 <o Cu&a 
for the purchase of slaves. 

We grant that Texas would present us an immense territory of 
rich soil, and would bo anot,her brilliant star in our standard; On the 
other hand she would give us her quarrel with Mexico — add to our 
unwieldly slave incumbrance — and give the balance of power to the 
southern and southwestern states. We much question whether the 
United States should ever add more states to the confederacy. 
Already we are rent by the fiercest internal dissension. The North 
and South, the East and West, have their local feelings — which are 
becoming more stronj^ and definite every day. As it is, we arc in 
constant and hourly danger of s|)litting, The lime must come ulti- 
mately, and wb^i it does it will be with terrible power. Why then 
should we burthen ourselves with still another local interest that must 
tend rapidly to hasten this result ? 

But another strong reason againat such art annexation is the fact 
that it is a siaveholding country. The northern people differ relative 
to the «a'pCt/i«nc2/ of interfering with this subject; but the.y (dt admit 
that it is an evil, dangerous to our safety as a nation. It is univer- 
sally acknowledged that the slave popjilation may ultimately becom'e 
unmanageable by rapid increase ; and when it does we may expect 
to see re-enacted the fearful, blood-curdlino; scenes of the West Inaies. 
It is obvious, therefore, it would be highly impolitic to add such a 
slave market as Tenuis to the Union. — Tfetroit Spectator. 

Wei-e any further proof wanting to convince those at all conversant 
with the subject, that Texas will speedily become a great slave mart^ 
the following article from the Liberia Herald, will furnish it. We have 
proved, time and again, by the most indubitable testimony, (and the 
fact should be kept constantly before the people,) that the great cause 
which led to the rapture b:twepn the inhabitants of Texas and the 
mother country, was a determination on their part to traffic in slaves, 
which is strictly forbidden by the constitution of Mexico. How 
Horthofi mon, Uierefore, who profess to be opposed to slaver}', can 
with any degree of consistency lend their mfluence in behalf of Texas. 
is more than can be accounted for. The fact is, they are not opposea 
to slavery; and we unhesitatingly declare, that every one who has 
taken the pains to inform himself of the first cause ; of the Texian in- 
surrection, is at heart a slaveholder, if he is in any manner aiding the 
Hsause of the insurgents. By "defending Texas," he is "upholding" 
and virtually justifying the enslavement of his brother, and his cry of 
liberty, is the very quintessence of hypocrisy. 

Shall Texas be admitted into the Union ? That b the question 
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DANIEL W&B8TER. 

now. Her independence has already been recognized by our gOFiretn^ 
ment.; bat it is yet to be decided whether this nation is to be curned 
with an extension of its slave territbry. What say you, freemen of 
the North ? Shall Texas be admitted into the Union ? Will you 
willingly hug a viper to your own bosoms I TJiere is but one alter* 
native left you — inundate congress, at its next session, with remon- 
strances against the admission of Texas, or you sign at once th« 
death warrant of American freedom. 

' Eflfbrts are already being made for the admission of Florida as ft 
elaveholdin^ state. Should these efforts prove successful — ^but may 
"heaven forbid it!— should Texas also be admitted, the slaveholdtng 
states wouTd outnumber the free states — there being already tiurteen 
slave to thirteen free states. And Texas alone is sufficiently large 
for, and probably will ultimately be divided into, some six or eight 
states, rhe liberty of the free states would exist only in name, were 
they to be outnumbered by the slave states. In such an event, a 
darker cloud would hang over the United States than ever did before* 
and wo to that ''fanatic'* who might then talk of the abohtion of 
slavery, even in the District of Columbia t We might then expect to 
see all the horrors of slavery — horrors to which those of the French 
revolution bear but a feeble comparison — visited upon the heads of all 
who mi^ht dare to raise their voice in behalf of their down-trodden 
colored brethren ! 

Shall Texas be admitted into the Union ? ' We a^in ask* Free- 
men, will you wiilingly submit to the manacles of slavery ? If you 
would not, arouse from your slumbers, and thunder in the ears of the 
tyrants who are already forging chains for you and your children, 
your determination still to be free. — From the i^imericm Citizen. 

Slave Trade. — We have learned that great calculations are already 
making by slavers on the coast, on the increased demand and ad- 
vanced price of slav^^s which it is confidently anticipated will take 
place on the erection of Texas into an independent government. It 
has been rumored that offers have been maae by a commercial house 
in JSTew Orleans, to a slaver on the coast, for a certain number of 
slaves, to be delivered in a specified period j and tlieonly circumstance 
which prevented the consummation of the bargain was, tliat the slaver 
refused to be responsible for the slaves after Uiey should be put on 
board. These facts, we think are important to be known, as tha 
christian and philanthropic world may learn from them^'what they ar6 
upholding wlien they are defending Texas. — Liberia Herald, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

But when we come to speak of admitting new states, the subjeet 
assun les an entirely different aspect Our rights and our duties are 
then both different. 

The free states, and all the states, are then at liberty to accept, or 
to reject. When it is proposed to bring new members into this polity 
cal partnership, the old members have a right to say on what tenm 
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■adi new members are to i^oroe in, and what thejr are to briiig along 
whb thein. In my opinion, the peo;)Ie of tlie United States w9l not 
oooaent to bring a new, vastly extensive, a slaveholding country, 
large enough for half a dozen or a dozen states, into l£e Union. 
In my opinion they ought not to consent to it Indeed i am altogether 
at a loss to conceive, what po8.sible bene/its any part of this coimtry 
can expect to derive fjcom such annexation. AU benefit, to any put 
is at least doubtful and uncertain j the objections obvious, plain, and 
«tmtg. On the general qu«;stion of slavery, a great portion of the 
eomnjunity is already strongly excited. The subject has not only at* 
traeted attention as a question of politics, but it has struck a for deeper 
toned chord.. It has arcested the rdigious feelings of tlie country ; it has 
taken stoong hold on the consciences of men. He is a rash man, 
indeed, little conversant with human nature, and especially has he a 
very erroneous estimate of the character of the people of this country, 
who supposes that a feeling of this kind is to be trifled with, or despised. 
It will assuredly cause itseFto be respected. It may be reasoned with, it 
may be mode willing, I b> Leve it is entirely willing to fulfil all existing 
eogaveinents, and all existing duties, to uphold and defend the con- 
ititution, as it is estabbslied, vvith whatever r(.>grets about some provi- 
sions, which it does actually contain. But to cot roe it into silenccL 
'—to endeavor to restrain its free expression, to seek to compress and 
confine it, warm as it is and more neated as such endeavors would 
inevitably render it,~ should all this be attempted, I know nothing 
even in the constitution, or in the Union itself, which would n<H 
be endangered by the explosion vvhich might follow. 

I see, therefore, no pohtical necessity for the annexation of Texas to 
the Union ; no advantages to be derived from it ; and objections to it, 
of a strong, and in my judgment, decisive character^ — t^ddrttsin ^t/HbUj^s- 
GsrdM, I837« 

WILLIAM JAY. 

Fellow citizens, a crisis has arrived in which we must maintain our 
tights, or surrender them for ever* I speak not to abolitionists alone, 
but to all who value the liberty of our fathers achieved. Do you ask 
what we have to do with slaverj' ? — Let our muzzled presses answer—* 
let the mobs excited against us by merchants and politicians answer— 
let the gag laws threatened by our gpvemors and legislatures answer, 
let the oendnct of the National Government answer. In 1826, Mexico 
and Columbia being at war with Spain, proposed carrying their armies 
into Cuba, a Spanish colony. These republics had aboUshed slavery 
within their own hmits, and it was feared that if they conquered Cuba 
they would give LiBEaTt to the thousands there enchained. And 
what did our liberty-loving government do? Why they sent on 
•pecial messengers to Panama to threaten our sister repubhcs with 
WAa if they dared to invade Cuba. Nor was this all ; a minister wait 
«ent to Spain^ and ordered to urge upon the Spanish monarch the 
fKidiey of making peace with his revolted colonies, lest if the war con- 
tiniied, nearly a niilUon of human beings should recover and enjoy the 
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righit ^ mim* What bave \ve to do with slavery 7 Is it aotfabg At? 
nineteen Senators were found to vote for a bill estaUifbing in ever 
post town a censorship of the press, and that a citizen of l^w Yor v 
gave a casting vote in favor or the abonunation, and has received •• 
his reward, tlw (^ce (^President of the CJni^ States ? Is it nothing 
that our own representatives have epumed our petitions at the raan- 
dateof slaveholders ? What have we to do with slavery t Look ttl 
the loathsome communily, just roruns. into being en our sonthem^ 
bolder^ the progeny of treason ana robbery, a vile repubhc, organnBed 
for the express purpose of re*establishing slavery on a soil fihom which- 
it bad been latdy expelled ; and providing for its perpetual eontinn- 
ance by constitutional provisions, and daring to insult us, with the 
offer of a monopoly of its trade m human flesh. — ^Yet northern specn* 
lators and politicians in conjunction with slaveholders, are now plotting 
to compel us to receive this den of scorpions into our bosom, to adnut 
Texas mto our confederacy, with a territoiy capable of fumishins eight 
<» nine more slave -states, and by thus giving to the enemies of human' 
rights, an overwhelmning majon^ in congress, to subject this northern 
country to the dominion of the South ; and perhaps before lon^ l» 
cause the crack of the whip and the clank df chains to reecho on onr 
bills, and our fields to be polluted with the blood and tears of slavesL- 
To eflfect a speedy union with Texas, endeavors are now makins te 
involve us in a war with Mexico, and when the unholy alliance m!\ 
have been consummated, then farewell to repubhoan freedom, to 
christiaQ morals^ to happiness at home, or to respect abroad. This 
flur land, once the glcny of all lands, will become a bye word, a re* 
proach. and a hissing to all people, and we and our children will be 
taught by bitter experience what the North had to do with tlaveiy.*-^ 
MATtg8, Jtdy 4, 1837. 

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 

Tbxas. 

Mr. Barlow Hot rose to call th^tentlonr.of the House to the pre- 
sent state of afiairs in the Texas.--The importance of that territory 
was well known to idl who were acquainted with its geographical 

Sosition. Mr. Huskisson, aware that the United States would b^ 
esirous to annex the Texas to their territoir, laid it down as a maxim^ 
that Great Britain should on no account allow America to extend het 
boundary in the direction of Mexica — It was notorious that an enor<» 
mous importation of slaves took place into the Texas^ and if this 
system were allowed to continue, all the sums which we had expended 
in endeavoring to suppress the traffic in slaves^ woidd have been 
thrown away. If we did not co-operate with Mesco in endeavottrin|{ 
to preserve tne Texas for Mexico, and thus to prevent the impoitatiett 
of slaves into the Mexican territory, we had better at onee withdraw 
our fleet fiom the coast of Africa, and abandon Sierra Leene. The 
United States, appeared to be acting a ^thless part ; they kept the 
boundary Question open both wi& lespeet to Mesioo and Ghieet 
Britain. U they had not some sinister molive ibf keying the qi 
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mil, it ouglit to have been settled long since, ^s it would bftve been, 
irthe Unit^ States had accepted the mediation of the-King of HoUaad. 
It was not the standard of liberty and independence which was 
raised in the Texas, but the pirate's flag, under cover of which the 
8laTe>trade was carried on. We had interfered in the afiairs of 
Hofland and Belgium, Portugal and Spain; why, then, should we 
act remonstrate in a hiendly manner with the United States upon the 
conduct which they were pursuing with regard to the Texas ? 

Ma. O'CoNNfiL thought that humanity was indebted to the Hon. 
Member for bringing this question before the House. It was only by 
the expression of public opinion that we could hope to check the pro* 
gress of one of the most horrible evils the human mind could contem- 
plate — viz. the formation of eight or nine additional slaveholdinv states. 
The revolt of Texas was founded on nothing else but the aboution of 
slavery by the Mexican government. In 1824, the Alexican govern- 
ment had pronounced that no person after thai, period should be born 
a slave. In 1829 they went further,' and uu Jieliod slavery, and 
immediatdy followed the revolt of the landholdcis, who had settled. 
themselves in Texas. Who could contemplate without horror tlio 
calculation, as in the case of stocking a farm, what was the necessary 
oAnplement of men and women, and when they would be ready and 
lipe for the market? It was a blot which no other country but 
America bad ever yet sufibred to stain its history — no nation on the 
fiice of the earth had ever been degraded by such crimes, accept the 
faigh*spirited North Anierioan Republic. Talk of tlic progress of 
democratic principle! No man admired it more than he did. What 
became of it when its principal advocates could not be persuaded to 
abstain from such species of traffic as this ? Texas had speculated on it. 

Colonel Thompson asked whether it was not the lact tliat all the 
inhabitants of this province were Americans, and not Mexicans ? It 
had been said in former Umes, ubi Romane vincis, ibi habUas; and 
with equal truth it might now be said, that where an American con* 
quered there he carried slavery as a necessai^ of life. — Mtarch 9(A, 1837. 



FOWELL BUXTON, 
if the British Government did not interfere to prevent the Texian 
territory from falling into the hands of the American slaveholders, 
in all probability a greater traffic in slaves would be carried on du' 
ring the next 50 years, than had ever before existed.— The war at 
present being waged in Texas, differed from any war which hadev. 
er been heard of. 

. It was not a war fijr the extension of territory — it was not a war 
of aggression — it was not one undertaken for the advancement of 
national glory ; it was a war whioh had for its sole object the ob- 
taining of a market for slaves. — (Hear, hear.) He would not say 
that the American Government connived at thje proceedings which 
iiad taken place ; but it was notoi-ious that the Texians had been 
Wpplied with munitions of war of all sorts by the slaveholders of 
the United Stat6a-"(hear, hear.) 



ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 
I do not conceive how you On preserve the title of citizen of ■ 
nation >I peace, hmnony and fricndehip with Mexico, while, «t tho 
Mine lime, you endeavor to do her all the harm in your power, tnd 
to cut off from her a p«rt of ila territory, by meana you have em. 
Iiio^ed with each ainguiai activity. This apeciee of impudence with 
trhich you lepreeent yourself au a citizeo of the United Slatee, ex- 
oilea vivid reooltectioQa that your countiyoien firm connoenced the 
.wv; introduced disoider into Teiaa and atill oiaijitaiii it, in Mtti- 
dalout violation of tho Iroaticx wlUch should, in good faith, unite th* 
two nations. But leaving tiiis examination to the ccilicism of tha 
oivHizcd world, which ia ignorant neither of the i^igin, nor the teA. 
denciea of the usurpation of Teiaa, I will quiokJy show you, thtt 
yon are raietafcen, and that too, greatly, in euppOBing MoiiBO defr 
cient either in strength or the will to muntain be> incontaidbb 

We have fully weighed the actual and the ponible value of th^ 
tenitoij of Texas, the advantage acciuing to Melioo by retaining 
it in possession, and atill more by tbe precarinns aitoation to whicL 
•be would find herself roducal were she to pfflmit a coIdsbub to aiwe 
within her own limits, always ready to advance, and coretous to ob- 
tain new acquisitions by the rite title of theft and usurpalioa : btit 
even were the soil of Texas a mere desert of sand, unproductive save 
of thorns to wouud the ibot c^ the travelier, this plain, useless, sterile 
and unproductive, should bo defended with energy and constjiacy, 
under the conviction tliat the possession of a rielit imposes upon a na- 
tion (he necessity of never abandoning it, wiu shame and diagrace 

I promised In Texas, beneath the rifles of the tumultuary (tumnL 
tarious) soldiers, who surrounded me, that I would procure a bear- 
lag for Iheii commissioners from my Government, and .would ener- 
cise mj Influence to prevent, for the time being, a fatal struggle; 
snd this promise, whose object was to secure, without molcatatioa, 
[be retreat which the Mexican army had already commenced, and 
■bich 1 learned with the frealest Hirrow friun General Wall, natii- 
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imOy NBiained imhcot eflbet, from iad oooiidQntioii ts priioiifir ; be. 
canae the affgressions of the Tezians removed even the poarihihty of 
ligfateninf uie evUs of war, and because they failed themfleWes, in 
their promisetk they annulled the resolutions of him whom they called 
their cabinet, they caused me violently to disembark from the schooner 
Inviocible; and abandoned me to the excited pasnions of one hundred 
and thirty recruits just arrived from New-Orleans. 

In a different point of view, the queirtion of Texas involves another 
of the greatest importance to the cause of humanity — ^tbat of daveiy. 
Mexico, who haa given the noble and illustrious example of renouao. 
inff to the increase of her wealth, and even to the cultivation of her 
fields, that she may not see them fattened with the sweat, the 'blood 
and the tears of the African race, will not retrocede in this couzw ; 
and her efforts to recover a usurped territory will be blessed by all 
those who sincerdly esteem the natural and . impracticable xigma of 
the human epeciefc 

The civilized world will not learn without scandal, that the in^ 
habitants of the United States, infirinnng their own laws, and vio- 
lating the most sacred intemational rights, support for a second time, 
a usurpation which they have commenced, and constantly support^ 
abusing and mocking the generosity with which the Mexicans be> 
•towedupoB their countrymen rich and coveted lands, and invited 
them to enjov the benem of their institutions. If Mexico should 
receive such hostility from those who call themselves her friends, she 
will treat them as enemies in the field of battle, she will repel fbree 
with force, and she will appeal to the judgment of the Universe apoa 
■nch an aggression, aa unjuat aa it would be violent. 



ROBERT OWEN. 

- I have seldom aeen any public cfaaraoier except the late Mr. Jol^ 
ferson, so apparently determined to examine any system to its firat 
prineiplea, aa General Santa Anna. He wished to commence hia 
esSomiination with the firat principles of the system, with the laws of 
our nature that he might be sure whether the base waa sound or not, 
upon which the aoperatmcture waa erected. I left him with the in^ 
presdco that he had good talenta for command, and that he waa 
truly deaireua of contributing to the prosperity of the countiy. 

GEORGE M*DUFFIE. 

If any conisideration could add to the intrinsic weight of these' 
Jiigh inducements to abstain from any species of interference with 
the domestic affairs of a neighboring and friendly State, it would 
be the tremendous retribution to which we are so peculiarly exposed 
on our South Western frontier, from measures of retaliation. 

Should Mexico declare war against the United States, and aided 
by some great European power, hoist the standard of servile insur- 
rection in Louisiana and the neighboring States ; how deep would 
■bo our self-reproaches in reflecting that these atrocious proceedings 
received even a colorable apology from our example, or firom the un- 
lawful conduct P^'ym nwn oiiif««»»« » 
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AMTI-TSXAt. 

There is one question connected with this eontroTeray, of a defin* 
ite chara6.ter, uppn which it may be proper that you Bhoulfl ezprev 
an. opinion, xou are, doubtleHS, aware that the people of Tezaa 
by an almost unanimous vote, have expressed their desire to be ad- 
milted into our Confederacy^ and application will probably be made 
to Congress for that purpose. In m^ opinion, Congrress ought not 
even to entertain such a proposition m tho present state of the con. 
txoversy. -^Extract from the Meesage of Gov, StDvffii* to th$ Leg" 
iilature of South Carolina, 1836. 



THOMAS BRANAGAN. 

At the present crisis, no subject oan be presented to the public eye 
more deserving of their serious attention than slavery ; our pro*> 
perity, nay, our very existence as a nation depends upon the question 
before us, viz : Whether new slave-holding states, particularly Texas, 
shall be annexed to the American republic, till the planters of the 
South gain the sole sovereignty, as they ever have held the balanos 
of power by a preponderating influence in congress, or not 7 For 
instance, every cargo of slaves transported by the citizens of the 
South, and every additional slave state, not only enhances their 
riches, but increases their political influence ; for, according to the 
constitution, five slaves in the South are equal to two citizens in the 
North, with respect to the rights of suflTrage. 

Slavery depends on the consumption of the product of its labor fbr 
support. Refuse this produce, and slavery must cease. Say not 
that individual influence is small. Every aggregate must be com- 
posed of a collection of individuals. Though individual influence be 
small, the influence of collected numbers is irresistible. 

The number of representatives of slaves, aliaa southern property, 
has already increased to twenty-five, and they are urging the anne3au 
tion of new slave states. These considerations alone should cause 
our representatives to be on the alert, even laying aside the princi- 
ples of natural justice, moral rectitude, and the super-excellent pre- 
cepts of revelation, which inculcate, ** that We should do to all men 
whatever we would that they should do unto us, and that we should 
love our neighbors (or all mankind) as ourselves.*' 

Wc certainly have increased in luxury, avarice, and systematical 
eruelty, since the epoch of our independence, more than any other 
nation ever did in the same number of years ; for what Rome wa$ in 
her decline^ America U in her infancy. We look with a supercilious 
glance upon personal virtue and national honor, while we are ena* 
moured with riches. We sufler ambition to monopolize the rewards 
that should be conferred on virtue ; nay, we supinely behold our fel- 
low citizens, not only enslave and murder thousands of their innob 
cent, unoflbnding fellow creatures periodically, but we permit them, 
by this unjust and unwarrantable medium, to gain not only riches to 
iill their coflers, but also political influence in our national councils, 
ih^ permanent right of suflrage and sovereignty. For it is a lamen 
table fact, that for every two slaves the dealers in human flesh smug 
gk fi'om Africa, or breed, they gain the same influence at electioni^ 

si 
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$$ ft frete citizen inherits mjb'w own person ; and ft piftnter tbftt pur 
ciiftsea two hundred negroes, not only replenishes his purse therebj, 
but ftlso gains one hundred ftnd twenty times as much influence in 
the nation, as the Tirtuous and honorable palriot who rtoblj refuses 
to prostitute his political and religious character, by participating in 
•och unparalleled duplicity, hypocrisy, and villany. Is such m. 
equality consistent with a republican form of government ; is it eott- 
aistent with justice,* generosity, or even common sense ? No ; it is 
ft canker that eats, and will of itself eventually destroy our consti. 
tution. If there was no other enemy to excite our fears and alarm 
ear sensibilKy, this surely is sufiicient. No less than sixty odd thoa. 
aand slaves annually increase the representation. 

If your slavers wish to elfect a counter revolution in the minds of 
your injured fellow citizens, you must first cause them to unlearn 
what they learned in " the times that tried men's souls ;** you mjist 
destroy their memories ; you must draw a mighty veil before their in. 
teliectual eyes, to screen the tragical end of slavery in the now re. 
public of I&yti ; you must consign every copy of the Rights of MaQ, 
and every other patriotic work, disseminated over the face of the 
earth, to the flames ; you must destroy the liberty of th? jpress, that 
glorious privilege of freemen ; you must finally destroy our post otSL 
ces, and every- conduit and vehicle of intelligence. Before you can 
fetter the UDckrstandine and blind the eyes of your fellow citizens, 
you must accomplish all these things and many more. 

I think and believe, that to sanction and support slavery in Texas, 
is a national crime that would have disgraced Sodom and Gomorrah. 
My mind is much affected 1^ the case of the injured Indians, and by 
the Texas mania ; for sure 1 am, unless the friends of freedom strain 
every nerve, the tyrants of the south will gain their objects, as they 
luive two or three times before. 

rtJnder the Mexican government slavery has been totally aboliidied 
in Texas, and elsewhere. The Texian rebels could have efiected 
nothing but for the assistance of the southern states, (back^ by 
northern doughfaces,) who have as fully waged the treasonable, pirft- 
tical war they excited, as if it had been by them formally declsured. 
The number of principled men in Texas is too small to redeem the 
country and their cause from the fatliomlcss abyss of misery, degnu 
dation, and infamy into which this unprecedented establishment and 
perpetuation of slavery must inevitably plunge them, as well as the 
United States. The slave-mongers, slave-politicians, slave-pressea, 
ftnd slave^senators, have foisted the recognition of the independence 
of that slave region, and are urging its incorporation into the United 
States as rapidly as possible. The monstrous outrage against the 
laws of nature and ot nations, unsurpassed by the bUckest page of 
history, is fast tending to its fatal consummation !] 

The diabcrlical principle, which confers such a superabundance of 
the paramount rights of suffrage and sovereignty upon a part of tile 
citizens, accordingly as they enslave and torture tbcir fellow men, to 
the great injury of the virtuous and honorable part of society— tfais 
infernal practice must be abolished, or the union must he dnMoIvedL 
(bat i% if the spirit of 76 ia not completely obliterftted from the 
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breas((8 of the cidzeni of the north ; for it w not only an insolt to 
eommon sense, but degrading them to eowai'ds, to suppose, that they 
will tamely see their sacred inalienable righis infringed by the exien« 
lion of slavery. 

Twelve amendments have been made to the constitution. Why 
not amend the principle alluded to ? The constitution has provided 
ways and means to amend its own defects. Why not embrace thsa 
constitutional privilege, and eradicate this shameful inequality ? la 
is not more eligible to accommodate any misuoderstanding that may 
exist between the difierent slates, in this way, than to do it by the 
force of arms ? Surely this would produce anarchy and intestine 
commotion ; and who, in such an event, will be the greatest sufierers T 
I answer, and I eliudder while I answer, the Oppressors! For how 
could they stand with injured innocence behind them, — their infliriated 
slaves ; and virtuous patriotism before them, — their insOlted fellow 
citizens? 

Is a diversity of color a certain proof of. a diversity of species I 
No. This argument, if it could prove any thing, would prove too 
much. It wiU be found, upon investigation, that there are among 
liie nations of mankind, no less than four or five principal colors ; 
not to say any thing of the various intermediate shades, which apb. 
preach more or less towards each of them. What ! are there four 
or five species of human beings ? Is each of the four great quarten 
of the world inhabited by a distinct species of men ? Are there to 
be found even in the same quarter of the world, human beings of difl 
&rent kinds ? 

Besides it appears to be a fixed law of nature, which operates in 
all parts of creation, that, if two animals of a different species pair, 
the offspring is unable to continue its species. Do not a black Afii- 
can and a white American, in instances innumerable, unite ? Cer. 
tainly ! Is the mulatto incapable of marriage 7 No, he is as capa. 
hie of ^continuing his own color, as his white father is of continuing 
his. An irrefragable proof this, that the black and the white inhabi. 
tants of our gIob3 constitute one species of beingsi 

Whence the immense sums, which proprietors of plantations, and 
of negroes and mulattoes, receive annually, and spend in magnifi^ 
cence and luxury ? Whence is all this great treasme 7 How is it 
raised ? By the sweat, the blood, the tears, torments, the lives of 
your poor, hungry, naked, oppressed slaves. Are they so infinitely 
advantageous to you 7 And can you refuse ; can you delay to hear 
the cry of their oppression, their sweat, and their blood 7 Have you 
not, as a nation, been long distinguished and famous, for a free, inde^ 
pendent, generous spirit 7 Is your constitution civil and religious^ 
your glory among the nations of the world 7 Do you sufi^er no slavery 
at the North 7 Why do you allow it elsewhere 7 Do you, year after 
year, concert the best measures which y^r wisdom can devise, for 
^e prosperity and happiness of your white citizens at home and 
abroad 7 Why overlook, neglect, and oppress, your black subjects ? 
Is there, can there be, such merit in one color, and such demerit in 
another 7 

Is industry a source of wealth to a nation t Slavery most be Iha 
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gnnd impoTerifl^er, lor it is ui encoura^remetit to idleneso, and a de- 
preeiator of labor. Does virtue consolidate and strengthen a nation ? 
Slavery, and its concoinitant vices, must enervate^ it noi subvert iU 
How i^mefully slavery exposes and endangers the virtue of f^malee, 
I forbear to say ; delicacy would shndder at the recital. The female 
who in theory or practice is an advocate for slavery, cannot be a vo 
teij or a friend to chastity.*^ 7Ae Guardian Geniug, 

III I. 

JOSEPH STURGE. 

General Santa Anna's real crime in the eyes of the American slave- 
owner is his enforcing the abolition of slavery throughout the Mexi- 
can Republic, when uiey were looking to seize Texas as a market for 
their slaves. 

This object was publicly avowed hy them years ago. In the de. 
bates in the Virginia Convention, in 1829, Judge Upsher said, ** If 
it should be our lot, as I trust it will be, to acquire the country of 
Texas, their price (the slaves) will rise again.** 

We are told by the advocates of the Texian scheme, as a caution 
not to interfere ; that the cause of emancipation has retrograded in 
the United States, •• owing to the intemperate zeal of the Northern 
abolitionists.** I need not remind the friends of emancipation in Eng. 
land, that this was ever the favorite assertion of the slavcholdcfs 
and their advocates, during the struggle for negro freedom in ihok 
British West India Colonies ; nor yet record the opinion of American 
gentlemen, most accurately informed on the subject, that the bold 
and strenuous efforts of the Northern alx^itionists, in denouncing this 
plague-spot of their social and political system, have, within the last 
four years, done more towards effecting its extinction than the cxer. 
tions of the previous half century. The slave-owners of the South 
know this full well. 

Such, then, being the fearful plan for erecting the new state of 
Texas, by giving new life and energy to a system of crime ancT in- 
justice, which in many of the neighboring states is sinking under its 
inherent rottenness, it becomes the duty of every real abolitionist,' 
whether in England or America, to warn his countrymen against 
being decoyed within the sphere of its contaminating influence. The 
country is designed to be the ** home of the slave,** and to be peopled 
by a traffic more hideous than the African slave trade itself. 
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Wars with Europe and Mexico are to be entailed on us by the aii. 
nexation of T^xas. And is war the policy by which this country is 
to flourish ? Was it for interminable conflicts that we formed our 
Union ? Is it blood shed for plunder, which is to consolidate our in- 
stitutions ? Is it by collision with the greatest maritime power, that 
our commerce is to gain strength ? Is it by arming against ourselves 
the moral sentiments of the world, that we are to build up national 
h<mor ? Must we of the North buckle on our armor, to flght tlie bat. 
ties of slavery ;. to fight for a possessioQ, which oar moral principle 
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WILLIAM E. CBANNIRG. 

tokd just jealousy forbid ns to incorporate with our conf^^dcracy ? In 
attaching Texas to ourselves, we provoke hostihti^uand at the fanM. 
time expose new points of aUack to our foes. VulTOaWe at so many 
points, we shall need a vast miJitary force. Great armies will re- 
quire great revenues, and raise up g-reat chieflains. Are we tired ot 
fi-eedorn, that we are pre]:^red to place it under such guardians? Iw 
the republic bent on dying by its own hands ? Does not every man 
feel, that, with war far our habit, our institutions eanaot be pf%- 
■erved ? If ever a country were bound to peace, it is this. Peace 10 
our great interest. In peace our resources are to be developed, the 
true interpretation of Uie constitution to be established, and the inter- 
fering claims of liberty and order to be adjusted. In peace we ajne 
tQ discharge our great debt to the human race, and to dii!use freedom 
by manifesting its fruits. A country has ho right to adopt a policy, 
however gainful, which, as it may foresee, will detei*mine it to a ca- 
reer of war. A nation, like an individual, is bound to seek, evea 
by sacrifices, a position, which will favor peace, justice, and the ex- 
ercise of a beneficent influence on the world. A nation, provoking 
war by cupidity, by encroachment, and, above all, by efforts to pro. 
pagate the curse of slavery, & alike false to itself, to God, and to the 
numan race. 

The annexation df Texas, I have said, will extend and perpetnafa 
slavery. It is fitted* and, still more, intended to do so. On this 
^oint there can be no doubt. A.s fur back as the year 1829, the an^ 
nexation of Texas was agitated in the Southern and Western States; 
and it was urged on tlie ground of the strength and extension it 
Would give to the slave-holding interest. In a series of essays, a»> 
oribed to a gentleman, now a senator in Congress, it was maintained, 
that five or six slave-holding states would by this measure be added to 
the Union ; and he even intimated that as many as nine States as 
large as Kentucky might be formed within tlie limits of Texas. In 
Virginia, about the same time, calculations were made as to the in- 
crestsed value which would thus be given to slaves, and it was eves 
said, that this acquisition would ri^ the price iifly per cent. Of late 
the language on this subject is most explicit. The great argument 
for annexing Texas is, that it will strengthen *♦ the peculiar institu 
tions'* of the south, and open a new and vast f!eld for slavery. 

Nor is the worst told. As I have before intimated* and it cannot 
be too ofken repeated, we shall not only quicken the domestic slave^ 
trade ; we shall give a neW impulse to the foreign. This, indeed, 
we have pronounced in our laws to be jfelony ; but We make our laws 
cobwebs, when we o^r to rapacious men strong motives for tiieir 
violation. Open a market for slaves in an unsettled country, with a 
sweep of sea-coast, and at such distance from the seat of government 
that laws may be evaded with impunity, and how can you exclude 
slaves from Africa. ? It is well known that cargoes have been landed 
in Louisiana. What is to drive them from Texas ? In incorporat. 
ing this region with the Union to make it a slavccountry, we send 
the kidnapper to prowl through the jungles, and to dart, like a beast 
of prey, on the defenceless villages of Africa » we chain the help- 
less^ dei^paixiqg victims ; crowd them into the f(Btid« pestilential slavo- 
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expow them to the unutterable craelties of the middle piunnigiQ, 
and, if they surWe it, crush them with perpetiral bondage. 

I now nk, whether, as a people^ we are prepared to seize on a 
neighboring territory for the end of extending slavery ? I ask, 
whether, as a people, we can stand forth in the sight of (xod, in thet 
aight of the naticHas, and adopt this atrocious policy ? Sooner perish I 
Sooner be our name blotted out from the record of nations ! 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 1838. 

* Resolves against the annexation of Texas to the United Statts. 

. ** Whoreak a proposition to admit into the United States, as a con. 
Stituent member thereof, the £>reign nation of Texas, has been re* 
eommended by<»tbe legislative resolutions of several States, and 
brought before Congress for its approval and sanction : aMid whereas 
BDch a measure would involve great wrong to Mexico, and oth» 
wise be of evil precedent, injurious to the interests and dishonorable 
to the character of this country ; and whereas its avowed objecU are 
doubly fraught with peril to the prosperity and permanency of this 
Union, as tending to disturb and destroy the conditions of those com- 
promises and concessions entered into at the fbnaation of the ConstU 
totlon, by whioh the relative weight of different sections and interests 
ifas adjusted, and to strengthen and extend the evils of a system 
which is unjust in itself, in striking contrast with the theory of ovlf 
tnstitntionb, and condemned by the moral sentiment of mankind : and 
irhereas the Peq>le of these United States have not granted to any or 
ftU of the departments of their Government, but have retained in 
tbemsehres, the only power adequate to the admission of a foreign na. 
tiou into this confederacy ; therefore, 

** Resolved^ That we, the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, do, in the name of the People of Massa* 
ehusetts, earnestly and solemnly protest against the incorporation of 
Texas into this Union ; and declare that no act done, or compact 
inade, for such purpose, by the Sovernmeot of the United States, 
will be binding on the States or the People. 

^ Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested to for* 
ward a copy of these resqlves, and the accompanying report, to the 
Executive of the United States, and the Executive of each State ; 
and also to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
with a request that they present the resolves to both Houses of Con- 
gress.** 



NATHANIEL P. ROGERS. 

We should not be surprised, if by reason of this slave-holding, our 
nation should get involved in a war with Mexico~-'with all tho re- 
nuuning tribes of American Indians our Christianity has spared, and 
Great Britain besides, backed up by the sympathies of the whole 
christian world. If it should, the Kepublic will be in an enviable 
predicament. British steamers and war craft covbr the ocean. We 
iMTe Cakiada on the North, MongmAlity and Mexico on the West 



The West IiKiies on the south, with 3,000,000 dark allies, difpened 
i^pon the plantalionsi to facilitate and farther a vimt to the " Patriot 
States,** — and New Brunswick beyond the pine woods of the disputed 
territory. V To meet all this, we have a bankrupt treasury — a c^orrupt 
and confounded people — ^the ** peculiar institution,** to inspirit us, and^ 
Texas to help us, as an ally. There is not a people under heaven^ 
that could sympathize with us in such a contest, but the Republic of 
Texas. Texas is a Republic, to be sure, and almost the only one on 
earth,, besides ours. Her Republican sympathy would out weigh that 
(d monarchy and despotisms, on the other side. But then it would 
not work to much purpose for us, against the pressure of the BritMh 
steamer. It would not avail us greatly aa a counter propulsion. It 
might inspre our hearts, with enthusiasm to fight for slavery and 
equal rights, — ^bui it would not waft artillery, like the floats of tba 
British steam ship, or guard us from the tomahawk of the universal 
west, which such a war would call back against us from all the re> 
gions of Indian banishment, where revenge has been sharpening it* 
edge, and hushing the animosities of the hostile tribes in one over 
whelming enmity to the race, that has outraged their love of homa> 
and native land, and fathers* graves. And S we fall in such » war> 
fare, it would be glprious enough — however unfortunate for the cause 
of IMferty. Slavery has been troublesome to us, ever since we were 
a nation. But we have seen but the beginning of sorrows. It can- 
not remain welt with us. It w^re in impeachment of the equal wajni 
of Providence, if such a nation as this haabeisn, can have prosperity, 
or experience any thing but signal retribution. To have enslaved hu 
manity, under circumstances like these, is no light transgression, and 
firings with it, naturally, no light retribution. And our solemn 
statesmen,'-~when it burst upon us* can no more devise relief or es. 
oape, than Belsha2zar*s wise men could help him in his extremity, ot 
rc»d the writing on the wall. — Herald of Freedom 



DAVID WJE CHILD. 

What authority had president Jackson to commence the war In 
Texas 7 Not a jot more than Gen. Gaines. His power, in respecSt 
to making war upon a foreign nation, is restricted by the constitii* 
lion to the repelling of invasions ; and he cannot, without a violation 
of the constitution, and his oath, march a ixian beyond the limits of 
the Union. If it be true, as there appears no reason to doubt, that 
he has done this, he ought by law to be impeached, and expelled 
from of&ce, and then punished by fine and imprisonment, or given 
up to the injured nation to be punished by them for any murder or 
robbery, which the troops may commit in pursuing his orders. Ha 
has no more right to enter Mexico, seize property and slay inhabi* 
tants, whether Indians or others, than any citizen of the United 
States has to go into Great Britain and do it. Such adts will be rob- 
bery, piracy, or murder^ and ought to be punished accordingly. 

The power of declaring war is vested exclusively in the congreas 
of the United States ; and there cannot be a lawful war, and one 
which AmU conf^ upon those taking part in it, the rights <^ war. 



S. W. C«0]»WIV. 

without sach dedaration. Sttppom&gf Com. Porter, when he entoretr 
the town of Foxardo, in the Island of Porto Rico, — or Aaron Burr^ 
when he entered Texas, thirty years ago, had been taken vrith theiz 
officers and men ; would they not have been pot to death agreeably 
to the iaw of nations. So would Gen. Jackson and his men^ when. 
In two instances, they deliberately marched into Florida, ' and seized 
tibe towns and possessions o£ Spain. If the constitution had beea 
supported, and the laws of the land faithfully ejEecuted, on eithes' of 
tlioee occasions, we should not now have had a president who would 
haye ventured to issue an order to invade a friendly country- and be. 
gin a war ; nor a geri^ad who would dare to obey it, nor a subordi- 
Bate officer, who would not throw up his commission, nor a soldier 
who would not throw "down his arms at the frontier, and Refuse, as 
they might lawfully and dutifully do, to be the instruments of usur- 
pation, and the perpetrators of crime. 

And where are the remonstrances of the press, and the meetings 
of the people ? Where are the friends of universal peace, and above 
all, where is the Cliristian priesthood ? And you tnerchants, ship* 
owners, and underwriters, where are you ? Know you not that this 
presidential measure is fatally opposed to the purest devotion to sel£. 
interest that ever chilled a half.penny heart ? Awake, arise ; it is 
not (only) a breach of the constitution. There is a breach in the 
strong-box. 

If any circumstance could enhance the intrinsic wickedness of the 
executive proceedings, it is the end and object at which they are 
aiming, ft is to PROPAGATE SLAVERY, or in other words, 
perpetual robbery, rapine, and murder throughout a vast and beautL> 
fill region, now, by the laws of Mexico, perfectly free. It is to open 
a new and interminable slavcmarket to the oM slave-breeding sinners 
of Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, and other old 
slave states, and to flesfa-mongers every where. It ia to bring into 
this Union, for the benefit of nullifiers, five to ten new slave 
states, each with a Constitution, not only establishing slavery, but 
also forbidding their own legislatures ever to abolish it. This is a 
provision of the new constitution of Texas, formed since the strug. 
gle for liberty . commenced ! The old or Mexican constitution of 
Texas abolisAed slavery forever ! ■ 

And the free states are willing to pay three fourths of the taxes 
(as they ever must so long as they are raised on consumption) to supi. 
port a war for these objects; for, remember if war exists, * appropria- 
tions must be made to carry it on.' 



EDWIN W. GOODWIN. 

Texas. — ^A correct idea of the importance, magnitude, and power 
€^ that nation, for which such an anxiety is expressed that it may 6e 
nnited with this country, may be obtained from the fact that the 
whole vote for President at the late election, was 10,084 j only about 
one-ninth as many votes as were cast at our late presidential elsetion 
in the single state of Illinois. 

The national debt of this iramense |ieo2>}e is 911,€03,1S7, iachid- 
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mg the ft^Topriation cff the last oonf^ss, and 91,000,000 of bona- 
hypqthecated by Gen. Hamilton. This, upon ah average, is aboti^ 
eleven bnndred and sixty dollars to each voter at the late election. It 
is a very reasonable conclusion .then, that the people of Texas are 
anxious to form a new connection in business, especially if the pro. 
posed partner has some money or credit. 

" By Art IV. Sect. 2, of the Constitution, fugitives from J4]0ticA 
are to be delivered up on demand, to the state from which they fled ^ 
ii^ibat Texas, if annexed tathe United States, would be lefl without 
ft eor|>oraI*s guard 1"- — Tocnn of Liberty* 



JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS. 

Our constituents are asked to engage in a war with one of the most 
powerful nations of the earth, in ordei* to enable the slave-dealers of 
the south to canry their slaves out of the territory and jurisdiction of 
the slave states under the flag of our ccnnmon country. They insist 
upon the privilege of involving our constituents, the free people of 
Ohio; in the disgrace and expense of maintaining what Mr. Jefier- 
son calls " an execrable commerce in human beings." Against these 
abuses our constituents have remonstrated. Conscious that they are 
unconstitutional infringments of their rights, they have year after 
year sent their petitions here, praying In the most respectful manner 
that they may be relieved from these oppressions and from such un. 
Constitutional taxation. They have approached congress in the most 
respectful manner, and in the most unexceptionable language have 
asked that these abuses may cease. These petitions have been treated 
with contempt and the most insulting epithets applied to the people 
who have thus dared to approach their servants. When petitioning 
for the protection of their constitutional rights, they have been falsely 
represented as attempting to invade the rights of others. When they 
have asked relief from taxation for the support of slavery, they have 
been represented a& attempting to interfere with the vested rights ol 
otl^ers. When they have asked congress to repeal the laws of their 
own enacting, they have been held up to the country and the world, 
as seeking for unconstitutional objects which congress had no power 
to grant. — latter to the Member^ of Congress, March 5, 1842. 



Resolution^ offered by Mr, Giddings^ for which he was censured bg 

a majority of the house. 

Resolved, That slavery, being an abridgem^it of the natural rights 
of man, can exist only by force of positive municipal law, and is ne- 
cessarily confined to the territorial jurisdiction of the power, crea^ 
ing it. 

Resolved, That when the brig Creole, on her late passage for New- 
Orleans, lefl the territorial juriiuliction of Virginia, the slave laws of 
that state ceased to have jurisdiction over the persons on board said 
brig, and such persons became amenable only to the laws of tfa* 
United States. 

Resolved, That all attempts to exert our national influence in fa 
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Tor of the coastwise slare trade, or to place this nation in the atti 
tode of maintaining a " commerce in human beings," are subyemiTO 
4lf the rights and injurious to the feelings and the interests of the fVe» 
states ; are unauthorized by the constitution, and prejudioial to oar 
national character. 



MR. MAYNARD. 

Under the pretence of preventing anj Indian distarbanees, white 
the Tezian soldiers and citizens are in the serrice against the Mezi* 
cans, the Secretary of War has put Gen. Taylor in command of a 
body of U. S. troops, and sent him to that republic, with discretionary 
powers ; and every one who knows how General Gaines managed be. 
lore, under similar circumstances, and how such matters were con- 
ducted by Gen. Jackson, in Florida, will of course understand, thai 
this is equivalent to sending an army of ^,000 men, to the aid of 
Texas. Under the same pretence before, our army was marched 
tome 200 miles into Mexican territory. If I remember rightly, and 
if necessary, no doubt will be again. — Madison AholitioniMt 



STARTLING FACTS. 

The late three year^^ war with England, the most powerful nation 
in the world, coet the United States about 990,000,000. 

The three yearti* war in Florida, with a remnant tribe of Seminoto 
Indians and a fbw runaway Negroes, has cost us 9^0,000,000, ot 
nearly half the whole expense of our war with England 1 1 1 

The war against the miserable Indians and Negroes, was wickedly 
commenced, has been inglorionsly conducted, and threatens to be ii^ 
terminable? 

There is not, in the history of wars among civUized nations, a 
parallel for the wantonness, imbecility and corruption which distxn* 

Suishes this dishonorable, infamous crusade.— -ii^^any Evening 
eurnctl. 



ZALMON EASTMAN. 

So it appears to be a plan already matured, that troops are to be 
conveyed from this country directly into the territory of Mexico, 
without setting a foot on the soil of Texas. 

Remember, that the original contest with Mexico, was not com. 
meneed for liberty, but for the purpose of introducing slavery into 
Texas, and for wresting that territory from Mexico, that it might be 
joined to the United States to strengthen the slave power here. And 
remember also, that the sympathy manifested for the people of Texas, 
and all this violation of neutrality and the laws and usages of na. 
tions, is not sympathy for the oppressed, nor for the extension or pre. 
■ervation of liberty, but is sympathy for the oppressor, and these 
]>lans are carried out for the sake of strengthening the chains of the 
■lave, and for extending the dominion of slavery. — Qenitu of Liberty, 
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TRS L£OlQlf Of LIBERTT. 

■ GAMALIEL BAILEY. \ 

The report of the invasitm of Teias I$y Mexico, » oonfirmecL 
MaTiy of our newspapers never tire in eulogizing the apuit of tbe 
Texians on this occasion. 

The conduct of a certain portion of our citizens in relation to tlM 
belligerents desenres notice. A meeting has been held in Cincinnati^ 
to sympathize with the revolted province ; a similt^r ope in PhiTadeU 
pbia. Meantime, c^n efibrts are made to enlist the people of the 
United States in |i crusade against Mexico. The National Intelli- 
gencer coolly announces that '* a company of seventy emig*ant8, 
well armed and equipped, lefl Mobile on the 24th ultimo for Texas, 
on an exploringexpedition." A correspondent of the Daily Message, 
writing from New-Orleans, March 26th, pays — that " fresh recruits 
are marching from every quarter to aid them (the Texians,) in their 
glorious struggle. Last Sunday the steamship Neptune lefi this port 
with two hundred fearless and gallant spirits. May the God of bat* 
ties crown Uieir efforts with speedy and brilliant success.'* 

Why have we no president's message to repress these hostile de- 
monstrations towards a power, with which we aie at peace ? Here 
are armed bands marching from this country against Mexico, in v}0« 
lation of good faith and of the laws of the United States, and yet 
J<Am Tyler, who»e oath of office binds him to <* take care that the 
laws be &ithfully executed," looks on and is silent 1 We all know 
bow prompt was the executive with its proclamation, when the hos- 
tility of our northern borderers was likely to interrupt the friendly re- 
lations with Great. Britain. But circumstances alter cases. Eng« 
imid is-a formidable, Mexico a feeble, power. We were afraid of the 
former ; but most valiantly do. we bt^ly the latter. Besides, slavery 
had nothing to gain from irruptions into Canada ; so a pro-slavery 
govemmsvt was most scrupulous in fulfilling the obligations impost 
by the laws of nations. But, having every thing to gain by the 
separation of Texas from Mexico, the government which it controls, 
conniyes at the most flagitious aggressions by our citizens on that 
friendly state ! And yet this government, afler having permitted 
ni^ny of its citizens to inflict outrage afler odtrage on Mexico, affects 
a saint-like countenance, atad complains of the hostility of our neigb. 
bor ! Most perfidious ! 

«* And thiu^ I clothe my naked villiany^ 

And seem a saint, when most I play ike devil." 

Some wretched trueklera to the powers that be, are apt to repie- 
sent opposition to the administration of the government as treason 
against the country. Poor fools ! they should be slaves to the grand 
l^k. It is because we kve our country-^ts honor, its interest— 
that we abhor tfaie government, as it has long h0m admimstered. it 
does not represent the people of the United Slates. It is the expo- 
nent and instrument of one intitfest---the tool of a single class. That 
interest is slavery, that class is made up of slavo-h^dera and their 
northern menials. Let the government be redeem^ from this degra- 
dation, and be controlled by the coostitntiony interpreted in the light 
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f the Declaration of Independence, and then may we expect to 
Jee this republic respecting the rights of all mankindi acting; with eveii- 
handcd justice towards ^1 nations, the weak, as well ae powerful. — 
The PhilanihropiaU 



NATIONAL A. S. STANDARD. 

Let abolitionists be on their guard, and not be deceived by qtiietinf 
mmors. We hare it itom high authority ^ too well informed to he IhM- 
takerit that the slaveholders were never more intent upon tlieir favorite 
plan of annexing Texas than at the present moment. They are doubt, 
less ready to spring the trap at any favorable moment. Let not aboli- 
tionists be lulled to sleep by the disclaimer of General Hamilton, who 
says he would rather not have Texas belong to the United States. Cats 
have covered themselves with meal before now to catch old rats. Neither 
let them be too sure that the rumored mediation of France and England 
between Mexico and Texas is going to avert the danger of annexation. 
It is indeed difficult to foretell what will be the result of all this plot- 
ting and underplotting ; but one thing is certain — aboUtionista have 
need to keep wide awake ; for no single event involves such disastrous 
consequences to the cause of freedom, as this. 

Let the opinion of the free States be earnestly and peraeveringly 
expressed in the form of petitions and the action on the State legi^a- 
tures on Congress. There is need of this. Be not lulled into false 
security. Will anti-slavery papers copy the articles which we have from 
the New-York American ? Prevention is much easier than cure. We 
trust the English and Irish abolitionisla will keep themselves well in- 
formed on this important queationj'and will see that John Q. Adatns's 
Address at Braintrec is extensively circulated.— L. Mttria Child. 



WILLIAM L. MACKENZIE. 

The intrigues of the United States slaveowners it was, which con« 
verted Texas into a place of bondage in the man of color. Honest 
Mexico had made it free alike to all men in 1829, and for this offence 
has southern vengeance and European diplomacy continued to strike 
at the tranquillity of her devoted population ever since, while it is whis- 
pered that Cass« the agent of the south in Paris, ^as ndt unfriendly to 
Louis Phillipe*8 villainous attack. 

Again, (Duba was about to seek independent, and offer equal liber, 
ty to bll its inhabitants some yeare ago. ^ut it is well known that 
Messrs. Clay and Adams in .18'27, and Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Van 
Ness in 1829, made the most urgent remonstrances to old Spain against 
permitting such a step. The south was ready to tender the aid of 
the arms of the great American republic to crush a struggle 
for freedom, which might end in yielding an asylum to a Virginia 
mulatto slave. Not content with the gains of their own serfsi the 
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THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 

avarice of man is tueh, that of 177 slave ships which arrive every 
year in Cuba, five-ninths are owned and fitted out in this Union un^ 
der the fostering care of its government, and their guilty gains are 
truly enormous. 

Compare the conduct of the slave power at Washington to Texts, 
and to Canada. Scattered along an extensive line, without muni- 
tions of war, without provisions, almost without clothing, pursued 
by the English forces on one side, and by the troops under the com- 
mand of General Scott on the other, during a most severe and stormy 
winter. Such was the situation of the Canadian republicans in 1838. 
The Texians were slave-owners fighting to re-establish slavery on a 
Mil from which it had been recenUy banished by the Mexicans j the 
American government gave them every possible aid and assistanof. 
The Canadian Patriots fought for liberty to all, and no negro slavery 
could be expected to orown their triumphs.— »JifcJSCtfiu;fte'« Chifttf 
June, 1840. 



LA ROY SUNDERI/AND. 

Meetings in favor of Texas and against Mexico, have been h^d in 
every southern and south-western city. Upwards of fifty thousand 
dollars in money and munitions have been subscribed for the Texian«. 
And it is said, that several have already left this city for Texas, in 
order to engage in the war against Mexico. 

Who can witness these efforts to support and extend slavery, and 
not feel a blush of indignation for this boasted republic ! And \wAi, 
too, at the prodigality with which the slaVe-hoIders pour out their 
money, and for the basest of purposes, while the cause of human 
rights, at the north, languishes for the want of support.r<-i\r. Y. 
Watchman, 



The south never will give the slave up until the North is converted 
to oiur doctrines. While the north regards the colored man as it now 
does, it would be a Herculean, a desperate enterprise for the soutli to 
undertake the emancipation of the slave. The north must make its 
peace with the ** free colored man,** before the couth can emancipate 
the slave. It would not save the country, or free the slave, to eaaet 
the abolition of slavery by congress; and by every state general court 
in the union, without a- moral change in the white popalati<»i- to. 
wards the black, and the consequent revolution of feeling in the blaok 
towards the white man. Nothing Oan effect thi« change but the ac- 
tion and prevalence of anti4ilavery societies and prinoi{^esw — Antu 
Slavery Manual* 



Chanob of Opinion. — Mr. J. B. Lamar, formerly warmlj and ac- 
tively engaged in the support of the Texian cause, is not disposed, it 
appears to pursue the same coxu*8e at, present. In a letter to the Sa. 
vannah Georgian, he says, that '* time, reflection, and a more en- 
lightened conscience, convince him that any interference with the 
war in Texas, by citizens of one of the United States, is a violation 
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of the laws of oar own country, and inconsiitent with our interest* 
and the doctrines we hold of like conduct in others towards us ; and 
he mast therefore in justice to himself, not only decline the appoint* 
ment, (to which he had been called by a meeting, held in Savannah, 
of friends of that caose,) but refuse to contribute to the object in any 
way whatever." — Boston Daily Mail • 
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ARCHIBALD L. LINN. 

Recent events have satined me tiiat new and serious attempts are 
to be made to accomplish the annexation of Texas to this Union. 
One of the principal instruments in the scheme is to be found in the 
character of the present mission to Mexico, and, as no higher in- 
terests can be involved in our foreign intercourse than the political 
considerations which belong to this mission, I feci it my duty to ad- 
vert to them at the bafliest opportunity. 

Whoever would look back upon the history of our relations with 
Mexico in reference to the province of Texas— of the iirst settle- 
ment of that provice— ^and of the men who and the influences 
which produced the revolution there and her separation from Mexico; 
whoever would look back upon the legislation of congress—of the 
legislation of several of the states of the union, and upon the opin- 
ions and influences of men in all parts of the coujitry ; whoever 
would trace the whole progress of that revolution from its inception 
down to the present time, and connect it with the present events and 
present condition of that country, would come to the conclusion that 
the political difficulties which had heretofore existed between this go- 
vernment and Mexico, had reference only to the annexation of Texas * 
—and that the efibrts to attain that object were to be renewed, with 
alllhe moral and political evils which could not fall to accompany it. 
' Mr. L. then glanced briefly at the history of Texas as a provirice, ^ 
to show that the whole history of diplomacy on this subject, (of which « 
he said, he had copious notes,) and the whol6 history of legislation 
went to show that the annexation of Texas, (whether successful or 
BOt,) was the desired fruit of the present mission to Mexico. He re* 
ferred to the representative history of General Waddy Thompson, as 
% member of this house, to show that that gentleman had introduced 
a proposition for the recognition of the independence of Texas ; that 
he had pursued a cimrse which pledged him to that step. And he 
(Mr. L.) hesitated not to predict that one of the fruits of tiiis reas- 
aion, as now created, would be a renewal of the proposition fbr the 
annexati<m of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. L. passed on to n(^ice the claims of the, citizens, of tho United 
States against the government of Mexico, in relation to which « 
commission has been in sessicm for some two years past ; and exprev. 
sed the conviction that the gr^in^ finale of these claims (if ever s^ 
tied ^ all) would be the relinquishment of them on the part of this 
government, either by means of a recognition of the independence 
of Texas, or a direct cession of Texas to this government. And. it 



W. SLAD^. 

was to prevent the evils arising from (his 8tat6 of things, that this 
mission ought not, in his judgment to be allowed. 

Hotwilhstanding our aggressions upon Mexico, (which he did not 
advert to, but wliich were matters of history,) we were still, at least 
profqsse^, at peace with her, under solemn treaties pf amity and 
commerce. , By what rule, then, of national taw or national honor 
we were justified in interfering in the affairs of Texas, he could not 
divine — Texas, a province in a state of open revolt, whose indepen" 
deuce Mexico had never recognized, but against which she was. at 
this time waging a most uncompromising war. Whence, then, IJie 
sympathy and enthusiasm which had been excited on the subject in 
this country? Whence the injustice and breach of national faith' 
against Mexico, which had engendered so much ill.blood and ill-feel. 
iRg against a government which was doing the most that she was 
Me lo do, to establish free institutions of the same kind as our own T 
Whence the abandonment of the policy of non-interference, which 
had been so studiously cultivated and adhered to by this government 
in all the contests which had taken place on this contment ? Or 
who could doubt that the continuance of negotiations between this 
government and Mexico^ in relation to the annexation of Texas, 
would inevitably lead to Tvar ? And Mr. L. alluded to the probabili 
ty, in such an eventt of interference on the part of Great Britain 
— Speech in Congress^ Aprii 13, 1842. 



WILLIAM SLADE. 

Mr. S. had been greatly surprised at the nomination to Mexico of 
11 public man who had always zealously advocated the cause of Texian 
independence. Gentlemen in the south did not appreciate the feeling 
which pervaded this country in reference to this Texian question. 
Throughout more than half the states of this union, it was watched 
with the utmost jealousy, and excited the deepest feeling, because it 
was well known that anxious ef!brts had long been going on to efiect 
the annexation of Texas to the U^iitcd States, and it was as perfect^ 
understood that the entering wedge to the accomplishment of such a 
design was never applied in the open light of day, but'secretly,- and, 
for aught that appeared upon the surface, that wedge might not only 
he entered, but driven up past all hope of retraction before the fad 
was known at all. And there were those in this union who looked 
the more sharply at all such measures from their appretiension as to 
the connexion between the annexation of Texas and the extension of 
slavery. Whether these persons were imprudent or not, in the couns 
they pursued — whether or not they adopted the best means to acoom. 
plisn their objects, and whether their afauBtract positions were sound or 
not, still they were perpetually on tho watch-tower, looking with 
eagle eyes at every movement bearing on the Texian questioQ, and 
but for their unsleeping vigilance, the so much desired union between 
that country and this would have been effected long ago. Here Mr, 
S. referred to the vast number of petitions which they had 'sent up 
against the annexation. That number was not so great now, because 
an impression had begun to prevail that the danger was now over. 



W. 8I.ADE. 

• 
But Mr. S. could assure them they wei-e enlireljumistaken. It was 
not over ; very far from it, aad he thankod the geiiLlemaa from New- 
York, (Mr. Linn,) for rousing the attention of the country to the 
aubject. What had they seen during the last year ? Not only did 
the public press of the south and south-west come out openly for an- 
nexation, but teyeral of the states had passed official resololions to 
the same effect ; and when brought into the House of Representa- 
tives, how were they treated ? Not as the abolition resolutions even 
from state legislatures wore. Thev were not only received, but or- 
dered to be printed, that they might be considered and acted upon. 
The same thing had been done at the other end of the capitol. All 
this was done with the intent of forming public opinion, and, so far, 
it was all fair. But if a northern abolitionist should attempt any 
means to counteract such opinion at the south, by arguments how" 
ever strong vmd however reasonable, he must straightway be seized 
and hung to a lamp post. [A laugh.] 

The American people never could be drawn into any such mea- 
sure as the annexation of Texas ; it would be utter ruin to the union 
of the states. Mi*. S. would not give a snap of his lingers for this 
union from the day such a measure was effected. It would be dis- 
solved ipso facto from that moment. He was a friend to the unfon ; 
he desired to see it preserved, and therefore he deprecated a scheme 
that must dissolve it. 

He would say, in general terms, that he believed it arose from a 
desire to extend and to perpetuate slavery. That such a desire did 
exist was a fact beyond dispute ; it had been manifested with greater 
or less distinctness for the last forty years ; in its practical effects it 
had trampled on all the safeguards of the constitution, and lengthened 
the cords and strengthened the stakes of slavery in this land. The 
general expectation at the adoption of the constitution, was that 
slavery would be abolished in less than a quarter of a century ; but 
half a century had elapsed, and instead of being abolished it had in- 
creased three-fold. This process began with the purchase of Louisi- 
ana, or rather, with the toleration of slavery in that state, and it 
had been extended in the free states since formed out of the Louisiana 
purchase. Mf^ S. considered this as having inflicted a deeper wound 
on the constitution than any other event that had ever happened since 
lis adoption. 

■ Mr. S. could show, did time permit, how slavery had governed this 
land ; how it had chosen our presidents for a succession of forty 
yearSf while there had, since the foundation of the government, been 
a president in the chair from the free states but for twelve years and 
one month. And of these, one never would have been president had 
hjB not been *♦ a northern man with southern principles." A review 
of the individuals who had filled the speaker's chair of this house 
would show the same thing. 

He might refer to the fact that five out of six of those who had 
filled the mission to Mexico, had been gentlemen from the southern 
states. Of the reason of such a selection there could be no doubt. 
He need not say how impossible it was to carry on important nego- 
tiations with almost any government, and especially with Mexico, 



without their ha^iog^B impor^Ol bearings on our relations with other 
goveinmeHts. And here he took occasion to repel the ezprcsaions of 
eoritenipt. which had failen from Mr. Cashing, in which he spoke of 
gentlemen cowering^ under the fiown of Great Britain, and of bein^ 
ftctoateu by « dread of British inicrfurcnoc* The people of New- 
England would be tne very, last to be actuated by such a feeling, aa 
the glorious history of- this country would abundantly show. But 
while W'C wdre ready to maintain our riglits against all the world, it 
was the part of wisdom and prudence not to be insensible to the dan. 
gcr of becDining needlessly embroiled with other governments. The 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,) had given pretty 
strong inilieations not only of a very sti'oug nympathy with the cause 
of Texas, but of a dispoaitiun to carry that fueling into our relations 
With M''Xico. He had alluded to what he supposed to be a fact, that 
the Brilish govemiiont stood pledged to th%t of Mexico, to aid it un- 
der certain ooattngencies> If this were true, it was of itself sutfi- 
cent to put every prudent uHatesman on his guard. 

Mr. S. would tell gentlemen that their scheme never could be car. 
riod into effect ) there might be a union on parchment, but it never 
could go down with the people of the .lorthern states. Let the thought 
bo banished at once. Let not gentlemen deceive themselves — he 
cculd toll them that the very moment tlicy camo out and showed their 
hand they would find a spirit which they little dreamed of. He woul4 
say to them, as a friend, ** hands off.** Let this government declare 
at once to Texas, to Mexico, and to all the world beside, that such 
a thing as a unkm between Texas and the United States was utterly 
imf>racticab!e. When this should have been done, the government oi 
Mexico would be more liiiely to open their ears to the claims oi 
American citizens. Let it be distinctly understood that the moment 
we united ourselves with Texas, thai moment we mikrned ourselves 
to a war. He was, therefore, for a proclamation of neutrality. 
Why should this measure not be resorted to in relation to our neigh- 
bors at one extremity of the union as to those at the other? we 
djd it relation to Canada, why not in regard to Texas and Mexico ? 
We owed this to ourrelTes and to the peace of the world. We stood 
i 1 a highly dangerous pasition-'^fore we knew it the matehes might 
b3 fipplied to the magazine. 

A VoiCTS FROM DeLBWARK.— The following, we doubt not, ex- 
presses the feelings of the people of that State^a state nearly fireo 
from slavery. — JdHany Patriot, 

** Annexation sf Texas to the V. StatiS.—'Tlnn accursed mxnect 
has been a favorite of the South for years past. It was cherished by 
Jackson, and not frownwl on by Vati Buren, and is said to be a 
darling with Tyler and some of the Guard. We have territory 
«»nougn — need no more, and to be saddled with Texas, and its diom 
bolicat population, would probably cause a dissoliftion of the Union* 
We hope all patriotic and good men will lift their voices against 
such a ruinous measure." — Wilmington Del. Republiea»j May^ 1843. 

32* 
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THE BRITISH EMANCIPATOR. 

Texas.— >It is a deplorable thing in this ag« of the world, after 
such gigantic and persevering elfbrts ha^e been made to get rid of 
slavery and the slave-trade, and with so much sttccess, that in a 
oountiy in which slavery had been abdished* (and that country foar 
timea as large as France,) this curse and crime should be restored / 
It is yet more deplorable, that this reateration of slavery should have 
the effect, and fcbould have been brought about for the purpose, of 
providing a vast and almost boundless market ^ the slaves reared 
like cattfe by an adjoining nation, boasting, to be civilized and chris* 
tian ! The domestic 8lave4rBde has made tbe United States the sink 
and the scorn of the world * vet^ this more than infernal traffic is to 
find an inexhaustible outlet in Texas t Yet more deplorable is it, t^t 
a nation born amidst the agonies of the slavery it revives, and exist* 
ing but for the perpetuation and aggravation of atrocities which all 
civilized governments have agreed to denounce and exterminate, 
should by any one of those governments have been acknowledged as 
a nation at all. Humanity bleeds on contemplating slavery as a faofc 
of the past ; it is dreadful to see it originating anew. A nascent pea< 
pie ordaining slavery should have met with not a moment's toleration i 
they should been frowned and trodden out of being by tfaa united acorn 
and resistance a£ the civilized world«-~7*Atf Britith Bmangipator, 

The Committee of the British and Forbion Ann-SLavBar So- 
ciETT, to Lord pALMKaffiroN, Secretary for Foreign Afikirs« 

The committee will not trouble your Lordship with a detail of the 
unjust and atrocious manner in w4sicbthe Mexican provmce of Texas 
has been wrested from the parent state by unprincipled adventurers, 
land jobbers, and siave-holdenr frmn the United States, whose coa« 
duct merits the most indignant rebuke, and most attach lasting dis- 
honor to all who may beeoxne implicated in it : but would press ott 
the consideration of your Lordship and tbe goventment the well-known 
fact, that tbe legislature of Texas has aboliihed the universal freedooi 
which, with such admirable justice and propriety* had been decreed 
by the Mexican government, and have reestablished slavery in ittr 
worst form. The committee would also call your Lordship^s atten- 
tion to the fabt, that the Texian laws also provide for tha expulsion 
from its terfiiory of all Africans and Uie descendants of Africans, 
whether in whole or in part born free, as well as of the native In- 
dian tribes, an iniquity not less cruel than it is infamous, and un- 
paralleled in the history of any civilized people. 

The establishment of slavery in Texas will open an immense mar 
ket for the slave-breeders of the United States, and will inevitably 
enlarge to an unprecedented extent, and raise to a pitch of unpre. 
cedented horrors, a traffic so infamous and deplorable. Nor can it 
be doubted but, in apite of the law which prohibits it,'the slave-trade 
with Africa,' against which the whole power of the British empire is 
arrayed, will be extensively carried on, as there is too great reason 
to believe it has already begun. 

Under these circumstances, the committee trust that her Majesty's 
government will regard the proposed recognition of Texaa with the 
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matest abhorreHee ; and thef' cherish an eanioat hope that in .th«ir 
decisions, ooneiderations of humanity, justice, and Itbertj will be- 
firmly held paramount. to every other. On behalf of the Committee, 

G. W. ALEXANDER, Chainmn, 



GEORGE BRABBURN. 

w Until lately* Texaft was, as it now is of riffht, a part of the re* 
public of Mexico. While Mexico was under tne dominiojn of Spain, 
siaveiy was tolerated there. But on becoming independent of the 
motb^ countiy, she, with a consiBtency (^ which oar country would 
hare done well to set the example, gaye liberty to her bondmen, and 
declared, that slavery should exist no more witnin her borders forever. 
With this state, of things, the people were evidently well enough sa- 
tisfied.. For, they were not the hypocrites to withhold from others 
the liberty which they had fought and bled to secure for themselves. 
They had not yet been contaminated by association with Xorth Ameri- 
can republicans^ They would, therefore, to a man, have remained 
satisfied, but &r the * foreign inter&rence*-^the emigration into 
their country of a desperate set of speculators, gamblers, blacklegs, 
fieshmongers,, slave^driversf and dem&gogues, from these United 
States. These miserable libels upon humanity, though they did not 
without gieat difficulty, and never wholly, succeed in joining to their 
oausef the old settlers of the soil, di|l, nevertheless, by accession to 
their numbers from this country, and by aid of friends they lefl be- 
hind, who, unlike themselves it seems, had .not quite patriotism 
Plough to leave their country for thfi'ir country's good, ultimately felt 
themselves sufficiently strong to attempt the transfer of their allegi. 
anec from Mexico to the government of the United States. Tfauey 
desired to establish slavery in their new country. It was one of the 
chief obieots of their rebelliofu The plan was regarded with favor 
by the slave>hdding members of this Union, as also by certain land* 
sharks of the free states, who had made investmeute in Texan lote. 
The former saw in H a powerful means of strengthening their ** pe- 
ouliar institution." Both knew, if it sueoeeded, it would put maoej 
into their podkets. 



EDMUND QUINCY. 

There are perIM, and those inrniinent^-perils, which in the opinitm 
of many wise men threaten to lock forever the letters of the slave, 
and even to throw the links of the chain around the limbs of the free. 
If Texas, say they,— the land of the pirate and the murderer, the 
common sewer into which is drained- all the filth which is too aborai. 
naUe even for the slaves States to'endure~*if Texas he annexed to 
the United States, then ajavery will be forever ^itailed upon us, and 
the preponderance which will be given to the slave-holding interest 
in the councils of the nation, by that event, will render the f^mea 
of the north but the serfs of a southern task-master. If T^i^aa be 
not annexed, then the Union will be dissolved ; ^ slave-holding con* 
federaey will be formed, and slanrcxy forever perpetuated. 



• • 
I am KBrc tha* nn man ean ficpreeatc more sinccFcly than I do, tbd 
annexation of Texu 1.o ihu union. I believe that I realize all th# 
immediate and. all t'le re'iiotc bearings wliicli that cvepl would have 
upon the great caosic of Uii'ive£»al Freedom. There is no«ffort which 
I would not make— no sacrifice to Which I would not gladly submit 
-to avert that most halcful aliiance. But were it acoomplished to« 
morrow, should I despair ? Sliould I desponaingljr abandon the^ 
cause of Ood and liberty on that account, and believe that the trickery^ 
of a handful of scurvy politicians at Wa^shington could cancel the 
decree registered in the chancery of heaven— that every slave shall be 
fi*ee ? Should I even believe that the period of universal emancipa* 
tion would be very much delayed by that event ? No, sir. The only 
elFect wliicJi Huch a blow would have upon me, and which I believe 
it would have upon every AboHtioMiwt, yvould be to make me feel that 
a great work was to be done in a short time. That we must concen-* 
trate all our cifurts, aud nmliiply all our niaehlncry for acting upon 
the public mind, before the youug dragon by the banks of the Habiiie 
be fully grown, and before she have engendered a brood like unto 
herself, to bo arrayed by her side against the cause of God and free* 
dom. 

Whenever proclamatian h made that the union of these states hi 
dissolved, on that day the death-knell of slavery is tolled. As soon 
as they are released irom tiie fatal embrace of their northern friends, 
tlieir patriarchal system falls to the ground. It is the sympathy and 
eiicouragernent of the free states which sustain that system now* 
Let the tie» of interest, which create that false sympathy, be severed^ 
and it vanishes; stifled humanity revives, and the oppressor . must 
Foon break his rod tor very shame. It is a strange in&tuation to eap* 
pose that any military force, or any custom house regulations, coold 
keep from the inhabitants of any country the mfluence of the wholes 
some public opinion of neighboring nations, and the seom of tke-^ 
ciTiHzed world. 



Tlie Americans of oar revolution then fought for their pwn liberty, 
and through their example of successful resistance, for the liberty of 
tite world. But the Texans are fighting for slavery among tjiemselvesy 
and if success crown tlieir desperatt} etibrts, tliey will have fought 
for the perpetuity of slavery throughout the world. The wishes of 
the Tezians are now fi>r llieir annexation to these United States of 
America. If they be admitted into the union, a deep, perhaps on^ 
of the deepest blows that can be struck, will hftvo been inflicted oo 
the rights of man ; the name of liberty will have been profaned, her 
spirit dif^graced, and her fair presence banished for a time, perhaps 
forever, from • the land of the free, and the home of the brav©,' 
As Texas rebelled against Mexico, because the institutions of domes* 
tic slavery could not exist in that nati(m, she, of course, would not 
ask for admission into our union, unless permitted to euter with all 
her slavish retinue. Sho dcserte-d Mexrco, because Mexico is a free 
state ; she now bega in the name of liberty, and with the prayer of 
freemen, to bd united with the United States, becauae here under the 



TSXAi. 

Btar.8pan|fled bUnner of onr republic, she can legally fasten iron chains 
on the bodies; and the far worse than iron chains, the corroding ma- 
nacles of ignorance and servitade on, in, and all around the mxndi 
of her slaves. — The Pawtucket Chronicle, 



Texas.— Shall this land of slavery, this immense reservoir of col 
lected abominations, become an integral part of this nation 7 

The avowed object is to pecure * the safety and repose of the south- 
ern states :' that is, in plain King's English, to rivet the chains of 
slavery not on the slave only but the nation. 

In Rome, next to crucifixion ihe most infamous punishment cda- 
sisted in lashing to the felon's back a dead and putrefying carcass. 
That we as a nation have reached the point of criminality at which 
justice might righteously doom us to carry * this body of death,' is 
what we dare not deny. But we are called upon to bind the burden 
on our own backs — to do it freely — and by a deliberate act of na- 
tional legislation, to , proclaim that we are worthy of the infamous 
punishment, and are ready to bow down and bear it ! 
- What then is to be done ? Petition Congress. This is a legHL 
mate remedy. On this question all may unite, except the slave-holder, 
without distinction of party, sect, or place. Let public sentiment 
then, concentrating its decisive and determined energies into one loud 
and defening veto, meet the proposed measure on the threshold. Let 
it be seen that however artfully the demon of oppression may lay^ hi0 
plans, the friends of iVeedom are prepared at every point to meet him« 
— Cleveland Jowrnal, 



LEGISLATURE OF VERMONT. 

Resolved by the Senate and House ■ of Representatives, That the 
Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives requested 
to use their influence in that body to prevent the annexation of Texaa 
to the union. 

That, representing as we do the people of Vermont, we do, here- 
by, in their name, solemnly protest against such annexation in any 
form. 

That as the representatives of the people of Vermont, we do aof 
lemnly protest against the admission mto this union, of any stata 
whose constitution tolerates domestic slavery. 

That congress have full power by the constitution, to abolish sla- 
very and the slave trade in the district of Columbia and in the terri- 
tories of the United States. 

That OUT senators in congress be instructed and our representatives 
requested to present the foregoing report and resolutions to their re- 
spective houses in congress, and use their .influence to carry the same 
speedily into eflect. 

That the governor of this state be requested to transmit a copy of 
the foregoing report and resolutiong to the president of the United 
States, and to each of our senators an^ representatives in congress. 

November 1, 1837. 



TEXAS, 



By Ibe House zUo resedved. That congress has the confiUtaticmal 
power to prohibit the slave 'ti:ade between the several statoA of this 
iiiuoa» and to make such laws as shall effectual ly prohibit Bueh trade. 



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO. 

Resoitfedf That in the name and on behalf of the people of Ohio, 
we do hereby protest ag^ainat the annexation of the republic of Texas 
to the union of these states, as unjust, inexpedientt and destructive 
of the peace, safety, and well-being of the nation ; and we do, in the 
nain& and on behalf of the said people solemnly declare that congress 
has no power conferred on it by the constitution of the United States, 
to consent to such annexation ; and that the people of Ohio cannot S 
be bound by any such covenant, league or arrangement, made be- 
tween congress and any foreign state or nation. 

MEMORIAL. 

To the senate and house of representatives of the United States 
of America, in congress assemble. 

The memorial of the convention for the formation of an anti'sli^ 
veiy society for the state of Pennsylvania, assembled at Harrisburg, 
respectfully sfaeweth, 

That your memorialists have learned with sorrow and alarm, that 
a ptoflosition is at this time before your honorable body, to recognize 
the independence of the government assunied to be established by the 
insurgents of Texas. Against this measure, your memorialists in be* 
half m themselves, of the thousands whom they represent, and of 
the principles long cherished by the people of Pennsylvania ; in the 
name of liberty, justice, and humanity enter their SOLEMN AND 
UNITED PROTEST. 

Facts incontrovertible, which have come to the knowledge of your 
memorialists, warrant the belief that the insurrection in Texas, has 
been aided by citizens of the United Stales, that its main object, the 
grand cause of the movement, as evinced by the sentiments and con* 
duct of its advocates, and by the very constitution of their assumed 
government, is the establishment of domestic slavery, the re-opening 
of an inunonse slave market — to set up anew the shambles for human 
flesh, where the abhorrent traffic had been arrested and abolished by 
the legitimate authorities of Mexico — and finally, to annex the terri. 
tory to the United States. . From a regard to the national honor ; for 
the character of the age in which we live ; by their obligations to 
posterity ; and above all to the God of justice, your meAnorialists feel 
themselyes called upon as Pennsylvanians, the representatives of free- 
men and christians, to ofler their strong remonstrance against any* 
act on the part of the country of wiiich they are citizens, which shall 
sanction or recognize a government which owes its origin to the base 
and unhallowed purpose of re-establishbig slavery upon the soil of 
liberty. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully but earnestly entreat 
your honorable body, to reject the proposition for the recognition of 
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tli8 gavamment, assumed ig be establislted by the insurgents of TeXM^ 
as well as all attempts thai may be made to connect it with thQ United 
States, and as in duty bound we will over praji &c. 

Signed in behalf of the Convention, 
F. JULIUS LE MOYNE, President. 

B. F. Allen, Wm. A. Adair, Benjamin Brown, Nathan Stein, Jo? 
seph M*Truman, Lindley Coaies, Bartholomew Fussel, Wm. H. 
Fossels, Vicf'PreaidenUt 

James Rhoads, Henry Duifield, Benjamin S.Jones, Wm. B. Thomas* 
A. h* Post, Secreianea, ^ 



NEW- YORK STATE A. 9. CONVENTION 

Resolved, That vre regard the influence and eflroi*ts of American 
citizens, in exciting and supporting an insurrectionary war in Mejuco, 
with loathing and horror. 

That the south, in countenancing and encouraging insurrectionary 
Inovcments in Mexico, has madly lent herself to assist in forging ant! 
sharpening the knife of the insurgent for her own defenceless throat 

That we feel disgraced and outraged by the eflforts of American 
citizens to restore slavery to Texas ; and that to the utmost of our 
power lawfully exercised, we will resist and call upon others to resist 
the introduction of Texas into our republic. 



The sympathy which exists in behalf of Texas at the south,^ooks 
to other objtiots than the mere defence of that country. Texas is de- 
sired as an appendage to the strength of the south. They \)[ish it 
annexed to the union, that the balance of power may still be found 
on the feeble side o^ * Mason iihd Dixon's line.! Once Let the cry for 
succor be rung through the land, and the annexation of Texas, they 
imagine^ will be as easy as it is desirable. So reasons the south. Let 
tlia north reason otherwise. The Te2uans are not deserving of aid or 
sympathy. The invasion of that country by Santa Anna, is not uu* 
provoked. It is in a great measure justified, in retaliation for the 
Santa Fu expedition, whioh had for its avowed purpose the subjuga. 
tion and pillage of Mexico. Tiie Texians have provoked the assault, 
and now they must abide the consequences, unless a fool-hardy and 
absurd idea prevails, that we must succor these meny because Texas 
affords a refuge for outlaws and desperadoes for the whole continent 
of North Amisrica.-^PAi/a. Oaz, 



There is little reason to believe that the independence of Texas 
would have been acknowledged if there bad been a^y previous ap. 
prehension, in the minds of the people at large, that such an event 
was about to take place. Remonstrance upon remonstrance, would 
have been poured upon the national legislature. But there was no 
effort, because there was no alarm. The message of president Jack, 
son, and the speech of Gov. McDoffie, (whatever .might have been 
intended by those documents,) undoubtedly had the efiect to make the 
almost universal impression that no attempt would be made during 
the session, to acknowledge the indepeadenoe of Texas. The im. 
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pressioii that it wonld not be attempted, was without doabt, the prin- 
cipal secret of its saccess. The friends of liberty and the union 
should see well to it that they are not caught slumbering a second 
time, on their posts. If they are, they must not be surprised if the 
wreck of our free institutions should finally prove to have been owing 
to their own inactivity and supineness. We call on all good citizens 
and especially on those who have influence with the individuals now 
in power, to step forward at a crisis like the present, and save the 
administration, b^ saving the country from blood guiltiness, from re- 
tribution, j&om disgrace, disaster, and irretrievable ruin. — Friend of 
Man. 

Message of President Jackson to the House of Representatives, 

December 2Si, 1836. 
**The acknowledgment of a new state as independent and entitled 
to a place in the family of nations, is at all times an act of great 
delicacy and responsibility ; but more especially so, when such state 
has forcibly separated itself from another, of which it had formed an 
integral part, and which still claims dominion over it. A premature 
recognition, under these circumstances, if not looked upon as justi- 
fiable cause of war, is always liable to be regarded as a proof of an 
unfriendly spirit to one of the contending parties." 

Extract from the general order of General Jackson, for the execu- 
tion of Arbuthnot and Ambrister : " It is an established principle of 
the law of nations, that any individual, of any nation, making war 
against the citizens of another nation, they being at peace, forfeits 
his allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and a pirate.** 

If this principle is correct, then by the rules of war, Santa Anna 
was right in executing the prisoners that he took in Texas, jbr ibey 
were, most of them, confessedly of this country. Here were their 
homes, before a love of plunder and of glory induced them to go to 
Texas, to light against a government with which their native coun. 
try was at fetLce,— ^Liberator. 

WILLIAM B. TAPPAN. 

Admit her to the Union 7 Yes ! 

If our democracy can bow 
To kings, and is prepared to kiss 

The loathsome hem of tyrants now* 
i From principles that years have tried 

If thus we fall, no longer men. 
And to our fathers* deeds of pride 
' Are recreant — why admit her then ! 

If slavery's foul and damning spot 

Must here increase like Ahab's cloud. 
Blackening the "moral heavens till not 

One star shall blaze upon the proud ; 
If thus, a spectacle of scorn 

To nations, we're content, — let men 
Lift up the consummated horn 

Of infamy-^admit her tiien ! 



JUfTI-TSZAfl. 

Annexation of Texas* — Resolutiomi in favor of annexinf Texas 
to the United States have passed the Texan Congress. It will how^ 
ever take two to make a bargain. The people of this coantry will 
never sanction it unless slavery is first abolished — ai^d perhaps not 
then. We "have too much territory nvw^^Southport {IlUtmSt) 
American* 



EDWARD EVERETT. 

Whatever step we take towards annexation, is gratultions. Thi« 
whole subject has been so ably discussed by Dr. Channing, in his 
recent letter to Mr. Clay, that it would be superfluous to enlarge up- 
on it. I will only say that if, at this moment, when an all import- 
ant experiment is in train, to abolish slavery by peaceful and legal 
means in the British West Indies, the United States, instead of imi- 
tating their example or even awaiting their result, should rush inta 
a poHcy of giving an indefinite extension to slavery over a vast re- 
gion incorporated into their Union, we should stand condemned be- 
fore the civilized world. It would be in vain to expect to gain 
credit for any further professions of a willingness to be rid of sla- 
"very as soon as possible. No extenuation of its existence, on the 
ground of its having been forced upon the country in its colonial 
state, would any longer avail us. It would be thought, and thought 
justly, that lust of power and lust of gold had made us deaf to the 
voice of humanity and justice. We should be selfeonvicted of the 
enormous crime of having voluntarily given the greatest possible en- 
hurgement to an evil, which, in concert with the rest of mankind, 
we had affected to deplore, afcd that at a time when the public sen- 
timent of the civilized world, mate than at any former period, ia 
aroused to its magnitude. 

There are other objections to the measure* drawn from its betr« 
ing on our foreign relations, but it is unnecessary to discuss them. 

Answer to QuesHons of his Constitutnis, 1837 

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE, 1843 

Resolves against the annexation of Texas to the Union, 
Resoltedy That under no circumstances whatsoever can the peo- 
pie of Massachusetts regard the proposition to admit Texas into the 
Union, in any other light than as dangerous to its continuance in 
peace, in prosperity, and in the enjoyment of those blessings which 
It is the object of a free government to secure. 

Resolvei, That the Senators and Representatives of Massachu- 
setts, in the Congress of tlie United States, be requested to spare no 
exertions to oppose, and if possible to prevent the adoption of the 
proposition referred to. 

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor, be requested to 
transmit one copy of these resolutions to the Executive of each of 
the United States, and a like copy to each Senator and Representm- 
live in Congress from Massachusetts. 
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THE FREE AMERICAN. 

Tbe loceoas of the efaiTehok]^ thus far in dispwing 4>f the mb^ 
ject of petitions and compelling their Northern satelUteB to Ue stiil, 
and be trampled on ; the very affectionate and paternal expressions 
of the President's message towards our- » daughter/' republic; Uw 
nareilad anxiety of the South to find a balance weight in the Sen- 
ate for the new Stales of Iowa and Wisconsin, both of which w^l 
Jia^e Senators here in the 26th Congress ; the certainty that it is 
** Now or never" with them, and the strong ground q£ encourage- 
ment that they may now succeed, leave no room for dpubt that either 
by a direct application, from Texas to Congress, or by negociation 
wHb Mexico, confidentially, well understood to be agreeable to tbe 
leaders in Texas, tliere will be a more strenuous and determined ef- 
fort than has ever yet been made to secure the annexation of Tqx- 
«s to the United States. Tbe only formal difficulty on our part, to 
a negociation with Mexico, to-wit, that we have fully acknowledg- 
ed the independence of Texas herself, can never be allowed to stami 
in the way of so great an object, especially when the whole thing 
is in the hands of slaveholders, and still more when the only paity 
in interest to object, to.wit> Texas, is actually in favor of the trana- 
ibr«— J. Leavitt. 




THE LfBEkATOR. 

Although the south has been defeated in her first attempt to 
nex the stolen and blood stained territory of Texas to this Union, 
yet it must not be supposed that she means to give up the prdect 
as hopeless, without making f^esh exertions to carry it into emct. 
When she put her robber-hand upon Texas, and wrested it from 
Mexico, she did not dream of creating an independent slave-holding 
countiy by her side ; nor did she anticipate the amount of opposition 
that would be called forth on the part of the partially abolitionizod 
north, against the daring proposition to Unite Texas with this coun- 
try. Sl^ does not mean to be foiled in her purpose, but is unques- 
tionably watchinff for a favorable opportunity, when northern sus- 
picion 18 slumbering, to carry the measure in Congress by the same 
device that she procured the acknowledgment of Texan independ- 
ence. Hear the Natchez Free Trader on this subject, in a recent 
number :-:-" We have reason to believe, from some advices, that a 
new proposition relative to the union of Texas with this country 
will be brought forward by a distinguished gentleman, at the next 
session of Congress, under very favorable auspices." This warning 
is fairly given, and it behoves the non-slaveholding States to be pre- 
pared for the conflict. They must never consent to such an an- 
nexation on any terms. Sooner let th6 Union be dashed to pieese. 



Aim-TEXAS. 

THE UBJ^RTY PRESS. ^ * 

Be asaured that s fixed and unalterable determination is entertain, 
ed by the slaveholders of the South to have Texas annexed to this 
Union earlv next session. In addition to the evidences of this con- 
tained in the Resolutions of TenAessee, Alabama, &c., the general 
tone df the Southern press, the express declarations of. Hemy A. 
Wise made last session, the appointment of Waddy Thompson as 
Itfinister to Mexico, the recent letter of Governor Oihner, of Vif^ 
{*ink, the assurance of Mr. Adams that this i« and will continue to 
be a measure vehemently urged by the South, so long as they have 
the least hope of securing it, we now have from a rdiable source 
some further information in reference to it. A member of Congress 
from one of the ultra-slaveholding States has a friend in Texas who 
has just written him, detailing their wretched and despairing con- 
dition there. They have neither money nor credit to carry on the 
war, are in daily expectation of invasion, ai'e so utterly bankrupt la 
property and character at home and abroad that they can g^t no 
aid, and unlessthey can nltiroately be annexed to the United States, 
that there is absolutely no hope for them!! He says if invaded 
they can make a sudden and temporary rally, and defend themselves, 
but they can neither raise nor sustain an army for continued ser- 
vice. 

It is a ease of life or death with them, and the South know it. 
This member of Congress said to another with whom be conversed, 
and to whom he shewed the letter, we must and shall have Texas 
annexed soon — probably not this Congress, but early the next session* 
Bat can you expect to get Nofthern votes to aid in this project ? Yes, 
we do expect to, and we shall get them, too, replied the former, and 
once having secured the object, if the Northern folks don't like it^ 
let Uie dissolution of the Union come— we are prepared for it ! I The 
Texians are bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, and must be 
sustained. Mr. Calhoun and President Tyler are well known to be 
in favor of it. 

The Southern policy is to say as little about it as possible be- 
forehand, so that the masses in the North need not be aroused, and 
when the deed is once done, they anticipate a grumbling acquiea* 
cenoe, as in similar instances heretofore- Several members of Con* 
greM have been writing into their districts, sounding the alarm. 

THE NEW.yORK AMERICAN. 

So, then, it is only necessary for a gang of plunderers and out. 
laws to declare themselves a party of emigrants, (armed to the teeth 
though they be,) and they can go on in their lawless career unmo- 
lested. Well, then, as it is a poor rule that will not work both 
ways, let us reverse the case. Let us suppose another South Caro- 
lina nullification affair. Let us suppose matters to be brought to 
such a pass, as to involve the general government and South Caro- 
lina in civil war. And now fur emigrating parties. Fleets and ar- 
mies come fh>m Mexico and Great Britain, and various other quar- 
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tef9, fo tid South Carolina in its revolt against the national govqm- 
mrat. That Government remonstrates against soch proceedings, as a 
▼iolation of neutrality, or even as an attempt to overthrow the govern- 
ment itself. To all its remonstrances ; to all its complaints that 
those armies and fleets were openly raised and fitted out, and thai 
they sailed " with drums heating, and fifes playing," for the laftd of 
nnuification ; the rep]y of those foreign governments should he, that 
those forces called themselves emigrating parties. Think ye, that 
our government would be satisfied with this ? And who ean tell hot 
this supposition may yet become history ? Who^ can say, that some 
American Cataline, some Arnold, or Shays,- or Burr, will not yet 
rear the standard of rebellion against the.government, and he aided 
IB this very way by the *^ emigrant" fleets and armies .of those gov^ 
emments that wish to see our republican institutions overthrown ?- 
We should remember the scripture maxim : ** With the same mea- 
aare that ye mete, it shall be measured to you agam.** 

These Texan emissaries appealed to the passions of our 4>eopl0 
■omething after the manner following, as portrayed by a Mexican 
writers 

** They claimed the assistance of the Americans as brothers ; but 
they took care to say nothing about how th^ had cheated these ^ 

brothers before they went to Texas. They told them the Mexicans 
we teruel, treacherous and cowardly ; but they took care to say^ 
nothing about their own deceitful, and treacherous conduct to thb 
Mexicans. They told them that the Mexican government, instead 
of nourishing and cherishing the people of Texas, was their robber 
and oppressor ; but they carefully conoraled, that the Mexicans had 
given tjbem lands for nothing — ^liaa never called upon them for any 
aacrifice whatever— allowed them even the free exercise of their re- 
ligion — and that their only robbers and oppressors were their fellow 
ettizens of the United States, who wanted to seize their lands. 
They told them that in colonizing Texas, the Mexican government^ 
owed them a favor, and not they to the Mexican government, but 
they made no reference to the fact, that in the United States, every 
territory was settled in the same manner, and that, too, afler paying 
well for the land, which they did not" — in Texas. " They assured 
them that the Mexicans were bringing the savage Indians to mur- , 
der them} but they concealed that the Mexican troops protected 
them from those very Indians, and that if the Indians are hostile, it 
is on account of indignities offered by the Texans, and of being do. 
prived of their lands by them. They spoke most pathetically of 
nunger, thirst, dangers innumerable, and evils inexpressible in Tex- 
as, all owing to the vile Mexicans ; but they confessed not the 
truth, namely, that from the Mexicans they not only got lands, but 
also flocks and herds, and that the hardships incident 1o all new.set. 
Uements were scarcely ever felt in Texas. They declared, that it 
was not they who were the aggressors, but the Mexican govern- 
menty without any provocation whatever ; but they omitted the fact, 
that the Mexican government had granted every law they wanted » 
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promtaed protection to ftll orderly settlers; and onlj wanted t« pan. 
iah and expel lacd speculalors and jobbars, who bad introdooed 
themselves from the United Slates, with slaves. They tempted 
them with the large tracts of fertile land that the grateful Tezians 
wpuld atllow them for their assistance against the Mexicans ; but 
l}ie7^(tfae land jobbers) concealed, that they themselves, by false 
titles and usurpation, pretended a right to all the lands in Texas 
that wer^ valuable ; that they wanted to resist the Mexican TOvem* 
ment, to preserve these lands unlawfully acquired ; and toat the 
Texans, in place of sympathizing with tl;em» hated them as spoiler* 
of the Qommon wealth, and disturbers of the public peaca** 

JUSTITIA. 



NEW- YORK TRIBUNE, 

We have received •^sommunications on bQth sides of the qaestioa 
of consenting to the Annexation of Texas to our Federal Union. 
We cannot make room for them, deeming it incredible that any sane 
man should favor such Annexation, and having no room to waste 
on fighting shadows. Whenever the question shall be brought be- 
fore the country by the advocates of Annexation, we shall be foond 
among the most determined, untiring opposers of any such meaaare. 
Our country is quite large enough now ; Texas is burthened with 
war and debt ; her people are too generally improvident and idle, and 
we would far sooner spare many more such than take them back 
again. Besides, anv attempt to annex Texas to the Union would 
jDXcite the bitterest jealousy and hostility in England, France, and 
throughout the civilized world. Why not let well enough alone 7 
If the Texans' prefer to live in the United. States, they can easily 
come back here — far more easily than they can maintain themselvea 
where they are. 

We have reports that the Southern States favor the Annexation, 
but do not yet find evidence to confirm them. Why should the 
South seek needlessly to renew the perils of the Missouri controver. 
ay ?-— to throw the whole subject of Slavery into the areiia of party 
politics and bar-room altercation ? No, no : the old and safe rule of our 
International policy—-" Equal justice to all ; entangling allianeei 
with none,"^ — must be adhered to, or we shall be afloat on a fathon^ 
less, shoreless sea of troubles* Let as be, wise nau>* — Nov, 1842. 



PITTSBURGH GAZETTE. 

We are fearful that the importance and truth of Mr. Adams's re* 
marks in reference to the conspiracy existing among slaveholding 
politicians, to annex Texas to the Union, will not be felt by the peo> 
pie generally, until they wake up to find the object of the conspira- 
cy consummated, or so nearly consummated that resistence will be 
liopeless. 

If, through supinencss and indifference, the North permits tbia 
great object of the South to be accomplished, there will be an end 
of all independence and free legislation, on the part of the free 
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Skater. We shall then become the vassalB of the southern taskmas- • 
ter. A safficient number of Stated can b^ carried out of Texas, to 
gire the South the balance <^ power forever. They will then have 
both the power of numbers and the power resulting from a common ' 
interest in an immense amount of property. 

Can any lover of hisjcountrylook upou this prospect of entailing 
upon us the power, the influence and enormities of American sla- 
TeiT, through all time, without a feeling of hcN-ror and indignation ; 
ud yet there cannot be the slightest doubt that such is the design 
of the South. The following article, from the Cincinnati Gazette, 
commenting (m an article from the Union, the organ of Tyler, in 
New.York city, is worthy of attention. The remarks of the Union 
are strongly corroborative of the statements of Mr. Adams, and 
Aom that there is danger, — danger near at hand^ and of a most^ 
alarming character. The present unprincipled occupant of the 
Presidential chair is a iirm beltev^r in tbe sentiment that " what the 
law declares to be- property, is property :** and that ^< two hundred 
years of legislation has sanctioned and sanctified negro slaves as 
property.** Acting on this belief, he is bending all his exertions to 
perpetuate the existence c^ this great evil. Let eveiy patriot and 
friend of human rights ponder well on this subject. The Gazette 
Bays: 

" There are those who aflect to laugh at Mr^ Adams*s views as 
r^^ards the annexation of Texas to this Union. Wa believe hif 
stat^nents ; and furthermore we believe that it is the mtentiojn of a 
large portion of the politicians now in power to secure this object. 
The plan, as we undf rstand it, is to guarantee the independence of 
Texas, and, if practicable, to go further, and secure its annexatiefi 
to this country.** 

TaxAS.^-'Memonals against the admission of Texaa.into the union 
ought to be industriously circulated through the country, for every 
body to ragn, and be poured in at the next Congress in clouds. T^ie 
admission of Texas into the union, would be the death warrant of 
that union. It might linger out a short and painful existence after* 
w^tfda, but what would remain of life after admitting Texas, would 
be like the life of man after 70 — 

** We rather sigh and groan than live.^^^ym ReeofiL 

We trust for our country's sake and happiness — for our liberty 
and uni(»i and peace—that this most extravagant scheme about to 
be renewed, of annexing Texas, which is twice as large as Pennsyl- 
▼ania and Virginia united — ^to her already bloated Territory, will be 
frowned down by the universal people. A union resting as oneter^ 
minus on the Pacific Ocean, as another on Mexico, as a third oh 
K. Brunswick and the Atlantic, could not be held together for six 
months. It would crumble to pieces by its own wei^t, and over, 
whelm all in its ruins. Or, if it was kept consolidated, it would on- 
ly be by the agency, of some despotic principle, which could bury 
tne Liberty and happiness of the American people in one conmion 
gn.Ye.—Riehmond Whig 



SANTA-ANNA. 

How cm we riyle him ■ tyranl, nho bcnevolenllv offered Ih* 
HMitbern pluitera the noble privlle^ of tilling the luid in ths Prov. 
ince of TeiH, and th»t, too ewmpt from luxation fur len yemra t 
Can WB call Santa-Anns a tyrant, wlio in IH99, paMed a decree 
that there should be no slaTea hdd in his dcHninionii afler that year T 
Can WB call him a tjrant, who opposed the eSarit of rebels, and 
lUed them with doeeryad Beverity ? Do we call him a tyrant, who 
fought and bled in a eaiue whose principle! are Immorlal, and are 
Tram the authority of God 7 — who to contravene the efibrls of those 
who wished to aubstantiale more firmly the horrible Bjatom of sla- 
Terj. Juutice and equity — right and wrong, lemain the same, not- 
nithBtaDdin)r' tbe customs of man being vitiated by corruption, and 
he calls that iniiiatice which opposes him. Yes, Santa Anna loo 
well knew that there was no crime, however dreadful, that the sys- 
lem of slavery did not tolerate and generate, and that a nation, how- 
aver prosperous and wealthy, woutd fall into anarchy under ila 
deadly inSaence. 

When Congress had not declared war with Mexico, what folly 
was it tor tha troops of this naf iun to assume the power of commit. 
ting hostihliBB t So ftr have men been swallowed up in iniquity, that 
their return for benevolence is foul revelry and devastating desttuc. 
tion. These Uiings cannot continue long in such a slate, where the 
fundamental principles of human unalienable rights ars so impetu- 
ously opposed. As christians, we cannot hut bciisve, that such 
conduct will ere long, call down the ineetstablo wrath and judg- 
ment of an immutable and offended God. — Wooatoelctt Patriot. 

Much exultation is manifested b;^ certain editors at the Tezian 
■uccesBof arms, asanadvanccof civil libeny. We could most cordi- 
■llj respond to their rejoicings did we believe Itial such would be 
tlie result. We have a totally different opinion of the eubjecl. We 
believe it will be lo cilend and perpetuate Slavery — to rivei more 
Rrmlj the shackles of the oppressed African, and that tlie hue and 
cry for Texian liberty, means in fact no more than liberty to hold 
■laves, and that the Coiietitulion of the United States, should it er- 
er be extended over (hem, guaranteeing to them, in letter, "life, lib. 
eKj, and property," would b« to all but the lordly master, "» ihoto- 
rkal flourish."— Hompiirt Republican. 
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WILLIAM H. BURLEIGH. 

Ho ! for the rescue ! ye who part 
Parents from children — heart from heart-— 
Up ! •* patriarclis" — and gather round, 
Ye who Bell infants by the pound ! 
The land of cliivalry and chains, 
Whose priests have sanctified pollution. 
Pours in her ruffians from her plains, 
And Houston still with them, maintains 
Our " patriarchal institution 1" 

8hout for the onset ! till the North, 
Startled, shall quit her little knavery. 

And poor her choicest scoundrels forth 
To fight for Texas lands and — slavery ! 

Shout vx our homes and household altars. 

Where justice comes not with her halters ! 

Where proudly walk our ranks amon^. 

The forger and the " great unhung !•* 
Where Houston, chiei of San Jacinto, 

Arrayed in Presidential dignity. 
Reckless, remorseless, plunges into 
Crimes which " Old Nick*' would scarce begin to^ 

With all his lust and dire tnalignity ! 

These be thy Gods, oh Texas' ! — these !— 

Tried heroes, dipped in lust and blood— 
From justice sturdy refugees. 

And outcasts from the wise and good! 
Then fling abroad our glorious star, 
And gather for victorious war — 
Led on by such, our arms shall be 
Bulwarks and walls for slavery ! 

Ho ! Texians ! for the battle cry-r 
** Alamo ! vengeance to the foeman !* 

Fling out your banner to the sky, 

Maintain — or in the struggle die ; 
The glorious right oi—fiogging vjomofu 
August S5<A, 1837. 

Oppressed by Britain, we threw off the chain : 
A worse oppression we ourselves maintain, 
Texas has sins for which she should atone : 
Shall we take her's, and thus increase our own 7 
Shall we pursue a course which Heaven abhon^ 
And bind our freemen, slaves to unjust laws ? 
Forbid it, Heaven ! nor let it e*er be said. 
That 'twas for this our fathers fought and bled ; 
Let not their sons erase their well earned fame, 
fScIipse their glory in a nation's shame.— Xtouiv, Jour, 
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RHODE ISLAND. 

Whereas this limited Government possesses no power to extend 
Its jurisdictioa over any foreign nation ; and no foreign nation, 
country, or people, can be admitted into this Union but by the sov. 
ereign will and act of the free people of all and each of these United 
States ; nor without the formation of a new compact of union, and 
another frame of government radically different iq objects, principles 
and powers, from that which was framed for our own self-govern- 
ment, and deemed to be adequate to all the exigencies of our own 
&ee Republic : Therefore, 

ResoLDedf That we have witnessed with deep concern the indi. 
oations of a disposition to bring into this Union, as a constituent 
member thereof, the foreign province or territory of Texas. 

Reaolvedt That although we are fully aware of the conseouences 
which must follow the accomplishment of such a project, could it be 
accomplished—- aware that it would lead speedily to the conqutiiii 
and annexation of Mcxioo itself^ and its fourteen remaining provin. 
oes (»* intendencies, which, together with the revolted province of 
Texas, would furnish foreign territories and foreign people for at 
least twenty members of the new Union. That it would load the 
nation with debt and taxes, and, by involving it in perpetual war 
and commotions, both foreign and internal, would furnish a pretence 
(which a stale of war never fails to furnish) for the assumption and 
exercise of powers incompatible with our free republican institu. 
lions, and subversive of- the liberties of the People. That the gov* 
ernment of a nation so extended and so constructed would soon be. 
eonie radically changed in character, if not in form ; would una- 
voidably become a military government, and, under the plea of ne- 
cessity, would free itself from the restraints of the Constitution, and 
from its accountability of the People. 

That we are fully aware of the deep degradation into which this 
}roung RepubliAwould sink itself, in the eyes ot the whole world, 
should it annex to its own vast territories other and foreign territo. 
ries of immense though unknown extent, for the purpose of encourag- 
ing the propagation of slavery, and promoting the raiding of slaves 
within its own bosom — ^the very bosom of freedom— to he exported 
and sold in those unhallowed regions. Although we are fully aware 
pf these fearful evils, and numberless others which would come in 
their train, yet we do not here dwell upon xhem, because we are firm 
iy convinced that the free People of most, and we trust of all these 
States, will never suffer the admission of the foreign territory of Tex- 
as into this Union as a constituent member thereof; will never suf. 
fcr the integrity of this Republic to be violated, either by the intro^ 
duction and addition to it of foreign nations or territories, one or ma* 
ny, or by the dismemberment of it by the transfer of any or more of 
its members to a foreign nation. The People will be aware, that, 
should one foreign State or country be introduced, another and an- 
other may be, without end, whether situated in South America, io 
the West India islands, or in any other part of the world ; aad thai 
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a Riigle foreign State thas admitted, might have io its power, bj 
holding the balance between contending parties, to wrest their own 
Government from the hands and control of the Feeble by whom H 
was established for their own benefit and self.govemment. We are 
jfirmly convinced that the free People of these States will look upon 
any attempt to introduce the foreign territory of Texas, orany o&ec 
foreign territory or nation, into this Union, as a constituent member 
or members thereof, as manifesting a willingness to prostrate the 
Constitsition and dissolve the Union, 

Resolved, That his excellency the Govemot be requested to for- 
ward a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, and to each of the Executives of the 
several States, with a request that tbe same may be laid before the 
respective Legislatures of said States. 
A true copy — witness : 

HENRY BOWEN, See. of State. . 

LEGISLATURE OF MICHIGAif . 

** Whereas propositions have been made for the annexation of Tez*^ 
as to the United States, with a view to its ultimate incor^ration in- 
to the Union : 

*• And wbereas the extension of this General Government over so 
lltfge a country on the Southwest, between which and that of the 
original States there is little affinity, and l^ss identity of interests, 
would tend, in the opinion of this Legislatufe, greatly to disturb the 
safe and harmonious operations of tbe Government of the United 
States, and put in imminent danger the continuance of this happy 
Union : Therefore, 

•« Re it resolved by the Senate and House of Representattves of 
tU State of Michigan, That in behalf, and in the name of, the 
State of Michigan, this Legislature doth hereby dissent from, and 
solemnly protest against, the annexation, for any purpose, to this 
Union, of Texas, or any territory or district of country heretofore 
constituting a part of the dominions of Spain in America, lying 
west or southwest of Louisiana." 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE FREE STATES OF THE 

UNION. 
Wb, the undersigned, in closing our duties to our constituents and 
our country, as members of the 27th Congress, feel bound to call 
your attention, very briefly, to the project long entertained by a por- 
tion of the people of thesp United States, still pertinaciously adher. 
ed to, and intended soon, to be consummated — the annexation of 

Texas to the Union. 

The open and repaeted enlistment of troops in several States of 
^ Union in aid of the Texan revolution ; the intrusion of an 
American army, by order of the President, far into the territory of 
tbe Mexican Government, at a moment critical to the fate of the in. 
surgents, under pretence of preventing Mexican soldiers from fo- 
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mevAing Indian distnrbances, bat in retility in aid of, and acting III 
singular concert and coincidence with, the army of the revolotiom 
ista ; the entire neglect of our Government to adopt any efficient 
meaBores to prevent the most unwarrantable aggressions of bodiea 
oif our own citizens, enlisted, organized, and officered within our owa 
borders, and marched in arms and battle array upon tne territory, 
and against the inhabitants of a friendly Government, in aid of freer 
boofers and insurgenta ; and the premature recognition of the in- 
' dependence of Texas, by a snap vote, at the heel of a session of 
'Congress, and that, too, at the very session when President JacksOn 
had, by special message, insisted that " the measure would be con. 
tnU'y to the policy invariably observed by the United States, in aA 
similar cases, would be marked with great injustice to Mexico^ and 
peculiarly liable to the darkest suspicions, inasmuch as the TeXans 
were almost all emigrants from the United States, and sought the re- 
cognition ot theiir independence with the avowed purpose of obtain- 
ing their annexation to the United Stat^ \^ these occurrences aro 
too W6ll known and too fresh in the memory of all to need more than 
a passing notice. These have become matters of history. For fur- 
ther evidence on all these and other important points, we refer to 
the memorable speech of John Quincy Adams, delivered in the 
House of Representatives during the morning hours of June and Ju- 
ly, 1838, and to his address to nis constituent^, delivered at Brain^ 
troe, September 17, 1842. 

The open avowal of the Texans themselves, the frequent and anx- 
ious negotiations of our own Government, the resolutions of vari- 
ous States of the Union, the numerous declarations of members of 
Congress, the tone of the Southern press, as weil as the direct ap. 
plication of the Texan Government, make it impossible for any man 
to doubt that annexation and the formation of several new slave- 
heading States and the Executive of the naticm. 
^ The same references will show. Very conclusively, that the par- 

ticular objects of this new acquisition of slave territory were the per- 
petuation of slavery and the continued ascendancy of the slave 
power. 

•We hold that there is not only " no political necessity" for it, *'bo 
adVMitages to be derived from it,** but that there is no constitution, 
al poller delegated to any department of the National Government, 
^ SAitborize it ; that no act ot Congress, or C^ty for annexation, 
oan impose the least obligation upon the several States of this Un- 
ion to submit to such an unwarrantable act, or to receive into their 
family and fraternity sueh misbegotten and illegitimate progeny* 

We hesitate not to say, that annexation, eftected by any act or 
proceeding of the Federal Government, or any of its departments, 
would be identical wijth dissolution. It would be a violation of otir 
national compact, its objects, designs, and the great elementary 
principles which entered into its formaticm, of a character so deep 
and fundamental, and would be an attempt to eternize an institu- 
tion and a power of nature so unjust in themselves, so injurious to 
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the intetefto and abhorrent to the feelings of the people of the free 
States, as, in our opinion, not only inevitably to result in a dissolu- 
tion of the Union, but fully to justify it ; and we not only assert 
that the people of the free Slates " ought not to submit to it,** but 
we say, with confidence, they would not submit to it. We know 
their presefit temper and spirit on this subject too well to belicTe for 
a moment that they would become particeps criminU in any such 
•ubtle contrivance for the irremediable perpetuation of an institu- 
tion which the wisest and best men who farmed our Federal Con- 
stitution, as well from the slaves as the free States, regarded as an 
evil and a curse, soon to become extinct under the operation of laws 
to be passed prohibiting the slave-trade, and the progressive influ 
eoce of the principles of the Revolution. 
Washington, March 3, 1843. 

John Quinoy Adams, 
Seth M. Gates,. 
William Slade, 
William B. Calhouh, 
Joshua R. Gibdinos, 
Sherlogj$ J. Andrews, 
Nathaniel B. Borden, 

TflOS. C. ClirrTENDEN, 

John Mattocks, 
Christopher Mohoan, 
Joshua M. Howard, 
Victory Birdseyb, 
Thomas A. Tomlinson, 
Staley N. Clark, 
Charles Hudson, 
Archibald L. Linn, 
Thomas W. Williams, 
Truman Smith, 
David Baonson, 
George N. Brioos. 



The Texan Ri^^imoN, by Proftiw.— This is a pamphlet of 84 
large octavo pages, and contains a very comprehensive account of 
that unparalleled outrage against the laws of Nature and of Nations. 
It exhibits the perfidy of the president — hospitality of the Mexicans, 
--•pretexts of the revolution*-the real causes— >-ba«; scheme to annex 
it to U. S. at the next session of Congress, 1843-44 — John Tyler, 
Cabinet and Co. — ^war of Texas and U. 8. against Mexico and Ureat 
Britain — ^visitation and search, the slave trade and Cass — speech of 
John Quincy Adams— other presidents' proclamations of Neutrality. 
Sold at the National A. S. Standard, OjQSice No. 143 Nassau Street, 
New-Yoric ; 35 cents single. 
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THE EAGLE OF LIBERTY. 



Tn KMUIt 09 UU»TT. 



IHt FnST iCkNB IN BRITISH IKANCJNTIOR. 

Granrille Shupe rescuing s young Aftisan, oUimed u * alsre, 
fWim his tynnt, in prcseoce of Ihe Majoi of LondiHi. Shupe par- 
sued his humane course, and hia elaborate researchea produced the 
work entitled, •' The injuiUce and daiweroiis teadeacy of tolerating 
■JaTery," and procured the grand and glorioui decision from the- 
Brituh courts of justice publiAied in 1769, in the face of all Europe 
and the world, "That everv ilave was free u ftoon as he had wt foot 
upon British ground." Thii Hereuleaa achievameDt laid the comer 
(tone of the hallowed temple of African liberty [bIdov oxtentied to all 
British TerritoricB.] Datid fUmptan. 



' "AAbi the lat, Aug. 1834, iuvekt ■hall be and u herebr nttwlr 
and fbrerei' ■bolvAed and declared unlairfiil tbntugbout the British 
colontea, pluitatkuu, and poMsamona abroad." Aei,3daad itk, WiU 
iiom/F. 

This noble Aot was Iranunelled witb an appnnticcabip (to slaveiy 
to prepare its vietiroa for Ireedom !) Antigua and Bermuda, declinM 
the pioflered eontiDuation, with, of couree, the happiest reaullB. Tba 
Legiilalurei of Jamaica, Barbadoei, SL Vincent. St. KHU. and tfas 
Weat Indies generajlf , have done likeirise and on Auf . 1, 1838, three, 
foorths of ■ million of hnoian beinin vers, by lav, mtored to tbeir 
birthTi{ht bj Natun, 
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7^ Sun of RighttotaruM a?iatt arise, mith healing aader hit iE/n|u. 
JAMES A. THOME- 
JOSEPH H. KIMUALL. 
EMtNCir*TiON IN TMS BaiTiail West indiHs. 
Theorsiit of emincipition passed pe*^EiWjj Tie firatof Ai!gii«, 
1S34, ie itniTfrRall}' regarded Jii Antiqua, d^ hnTm^ prccentLd a 
iiioxt imposing and subli^ne moral spocLnnlL'., It is dmost tiapoHiUe 
to )>e in the conipaiijr i^ a missLnnarj, a jtlanler, iit an umannipated 
ncgrs, for ten miDUleii, witiiuut hearing Boms allusioa to that nc- 

In every quaiter ve were assured thxt the daj was llko a Sabbath. 
Work bmd DoMcd, tile hum of buaiucas wa>. still, aud ninsc and ttt- 
inak were nnheird on the Elreoli'. TranquHHt; pervaded tbe town* 
and Guunlry. A SaSbath indeeil ! nrlien (be wicked cease from trou- 
bting. and ihe weary wore at rent, and the clave A'as free from liia 
master 1 The planters informed ub that they irenl to t)ie ahapela 
tvhere their -own people were asEenibled, grcetad thern, a^ouk haiida 
with Ihcrii. and excjiang^ tlic inost hearty goDd withes. 

Tliorc has been since emanctpstion, not oaly no rebellion ia fact, 
but no fear of it in Antigua. The militia were not called out during 
(ihrietinaa holidays. BsGire emancipation, martial taw invariably 
prevailed on the. holidays, hut the very first Cliristmas alter cmanot' 
(latiffn, the Governor made a proolaniatioB stating that in consequence 
of the abolition of slavery, it was no longer neceaeary to ree'MI U. 
such a prccantioii. There haa not been a parade of loldiery on any 
■nbsei]Uent Christinas. 

EnianOTpalion ia reganled by at) classes as a great bkaung to Ihu 
island. Then is not a class, or pai'y, or eeet. who do not esteem 
ll;e abolition of slavery ■!< a special blessing to them. The rich, be 
cause il relieved thera of " pitqjerty" whioh ivas fiist becoming a dis- 
grace, as il had always been a vexalkut and a tal, and because it 
Fas emaocipBtcd them from the terr<HV of iBsurrectiOD, whicli kept 
them all their life tinic subjeot t» bondage. The poor whites— be 
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eanse it HAed from off them the joke of civil oppressiQai. The free 
colored population— becauw it gave the death blow to the prejudice 
that cruBhed them, and opened the prospect of social, civil, and po- 
litical equality with the whites. The slaves-^because it broke open 
their dungeon, led them out to liberty, and gave them, in one moni- 
ficent donation, their wives, their children, their bodies, their gouls 
— ^nrery thing ! 

The negroes work more cheerfully, and do their work better than 
they did during slavery. Waffos are found to bean ample substi. 
tute for the lash — ^they never fail to secure the amount of labor de- 
nred. This is particularly true where task work is tried, which is 
done occasionally in cases of a pressing nature, vfhen eonsidei-able 
effort is required. 

The governor said, ** The negroes are as a race remarkable for 
docility ; they are very easily controlled by kind influence. It in only 
n^ssary to gain their confidence, and you can sway them as yoU 
please." 

Xiet it be remembered that the negroes of Antigua passed, ** by a 
•ingle jump, from absolute slavery to unqualified freedom." In proof 
of their subordination to law, we give the testimony o£ planters, and 
quote also from the police reports sent in monthly to the Gr<3vernor. 

** I have found that the negroes are readily controlled by Jaw ; 
more so perhaps than the laboring classes in other oountrics.'* — JDa* 
vid Oranstoun, JEsq, 

** The conduct of the negro popuhition generally, has surpassed 
all expectation. They are as pliant to the hand of legislation, as- any 
people ; perhaps more so than some.*' — Weeleyan Missionary, 

** Before emancipation toctk place, there was the bitterest opposi. 
tion to it among the planters. But after freedom came, they were 
delighted with the change. I fell sti'ong opponiuon myself, being 
accordingly unwilling to give up my power of command. . But I 
shall never forget how differently I felt when freedom took place, i 
arose from my bed on the first of August, exelaimiug ^iii joy, •' I 
am free, I am free ; I was the greatest slave on the estate, bUt now 
I am free.' " — Mr, J, Howell. 

Barbadobs/— ** The state of crime is not so bad by any means as 
we might have expected among the negroes-^just released from such 
a degrading bondage. Considering the state of ignorance in which 
they have been kept, and the immoral examples set them by tha 
lower class of whites, it is matter of astonishment that they should 
behave so well. 

** The apprentices would have a great respect for law, were it not 
for the erroneous proceedings of the managers, overseers, Sue in 
taking them before the magistrates for every petty offence, and often 
abusing the magistrate in the presence of the apprentices, when his 
decision does npt please them. 

•* Not the slightest sense of insecurity. As a proof of this, pro- 
perty has, since the, commencement of th» apprenticeship, increased 
in vahie con8iderably-.^t least one third. 

"The most prejudiced planters would not return to the old system 
if they possibly eould. They admit that they got more work from 
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Um iftberon now than tb^ fbrmerly did, tod they are reHei«d (torn 
. • great veapoanihiMijJ* — Jowpk Hamilton. 

According , to the declaration of one of the special magistratep* 
** Barbadoes haB long beea distinguialied for iU devotusn to alaverj.'* 
There is probably no poriiou of Uie globe where alave-holdinff, slave* 
driving, and slave.] abor, have been reduced to a more peru^ct sys- 
tem. The recoiHls of slavery in Barbadoes are stained with bloody 
atrocities. l*he planters uniformly spoke of slavery as a system or 
oruelties.- 

The slaves were not unfreqoently worked in the streets of fridge. 
town with chains on the wrists and ankles. Flogging on the estates 
and in the town, were ho loss public than frequent^ and there was an. 
otter shamelcssness ofien in the man ner of its infliction . Even women 
were stripped naked on the sides of the streets, and their backs lacc^ 
rated with the whip. It was a common practice, when a Rtave of. 
fended a white man, for the master to send for a public whipper, 
and order him to take the slave before the door of the person onbnd- 
ed, and flog him till the lalter was satisfied. White females would 
order their male slaves to be stripped naked in their presence and 
and flogged, while they would look on to see that tbeir orders were 
faithfully executed. Mr. Prescod mentioned an instance which he 
himself witnessed near Bridgetown. He had seen ati aged female 
■lave, stripped and whipped by her own son^ a child of twelve, at 
the command of the mistress. 

Hostility to emancipatiori prevailed in Barbadoes. That island has 
lilwaye been peculiarly altached to slaverv. From the beginning of 
the anti-slavery agitations in England, the Barbadians distinguished 
themselves by their inveterate opposition. As the grand result ap- 
proximated they increased their resistance. They appealed, remon- 
strated, begged, threatened, deprecated, and imprecated. They con* 
tinuaily protested that abolition would ruin the colpny — ^that the ne- 
groes could .never be brought to work— -especially to raise sugar — 
without th^ whip. They both besoueiit and den^nded of the Eng. 
lish that they should cease tbeir interference with their .private affaii's 
and personal property. 

From statements already made, the reader will see how great a 
^hanse lias come over the jfeelings of the planters.. If he has fbh 
Ibwed ufl, he has seen tiranquillity taking the place of insurrections, 
a sense of security sueeeeding to gloomy forebodings, and public o^ 
der supplanting mob law ;■ 1m has seen subordination to authority, 
peacefulness, industry, and increasing morality, characterizing the 
oegro population f he has seen property rising in, value, crime les. 
senin^ expenses of labor diminishing, the whole island bloominff 
with unexampled cultivation, and waving with erops ui^>recedented 
in the memorjr of its inhabitants ; above all, he has seen licentious- 
ness decreasing, projudioe fading away, marriage extending, educa- 
tion spreading, and religion preparing to multiply her churches and 
missionaries over the land. 

These are the blessings of ahoUtiou— <hegan only« and but partial, 
ly realised as yet, bat pimaisuu; a rich maturity in time, to oomiSf 
after the work of freedom shall have been completed. 



TBIL t.SOI0ir OF LIBEftTY* 

We WBTe intrada<ied to the SoKcitor-Gpncral, William 'HcNitv 
Andbrson, Ebq. of Kingston. Mr. A. is a Seotchman, and has se- 
mdcii in Jamaica for ifit re than six yean. We found him the fear. 
lees mdvooate of negro emancipation. 0o expoeed the corruptions 
uid abominations of the apprenticeship without reserve. He says ; 

** A very material chan^ for the better h^s taken place in the sen* 
timents of the community since slavery was aboIi:*hca. Religion and 
edncati m were formerly opposed as snbvernve of the security of proper^ 
^ ; now they are in the most direct manner encouraged as its best supw 
pert. The value of all kinds of property has lisen considerably, imd 
m general sense of security appears to be rapidly pervading the pub>^ 
Uo mind. I have not heard one man assert that it would be an ad^ 
vantage to return to slavery, even were it practicable ; and I believa 
that the public is beginning to see that slave-labor is not the cheapest. 

**The prejudices against color are rapidly vanishing. I do not 
think there is a respectable masr I mean one who would be regarded 
at respectable on account of his good sense and weight of character^ 
who would unpugn another's eonduct for associating with persons of 
eolor. So far as my observation goes, those who would formerly 
have acted on these prejudices, will be ashamed to own that they had 
entertained them. The distinction of superior acquirements still be» 
longs to the whites, as a body ; but that, aud character, will shortly 
be the only distinguishing mark recognized among us. 

** I think the negroes might have been emancipated as sa^y in- 
1834, as in 1640 ; and had the emancipation then taken placst'-they 
would be found mu^ch further in advance in - 1840, than they oan fae^ 
after the expiration of the present period of appitenttceship, through 
which all, both apprentices and masters, are laboring heavily/' 

Trade is now equalizing itself among all classes. A spirit of com. 
petition is awakened, banks have b^en established, steam navigation, 
introduced, raiLroads projected, old highways repaired, and new 
ones opened. The descendants of the slaves are rapidly supplying 
the places which were formerly filled by whites from abroad. 

We had some conversation with several apprentices, who called oi^ 
Mr. Bourne for advice and aid. They all thought the a{)pretttioeship. 
very hard, but still, on the whole, liked it better than slavery. They 
** were killed too bad,"^-that was*their expression — during slavery-^ 
were wm'ked hard and terribly flogged. They were up ever so early 
and late— -went out in the mountains to work, when so cold busha 
would have to cover himself up on the ground. Had little time to. 
eat, or go to meeting. 'Twas all slash, slash I Now tliey couldn't 
be flogged, unless tl^ magistrate said so. Still the bosba was very 
hard to them, and many of the apprentices run away to the woods, 
they are so badly used. 

The actual working of the apprenticeship in Jamaica, was the 
specific cA^ect of oul^iuvestigktioas in that iidand. That it had not 
operated so happily aa in lisu^adoes^ aad in most of the other colo- 
mes, was admitted by all parties. As to thedegree of its failure, wo 
were satisfied it was not to great as had beea represented. There 
has been notHInf of an ioeunwAiMiary ebacacter sinoe the abolition. 
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JOftN JAY. 

We seek in vain m the page of history for the results of honesty, 
jtistice and kindness, as exemplified in the dealings of nation towards 
nation ; or in the conduct of the inighty and powerful towards the 
defenceless and the weak. It was reserved for England to furnish 
this njiasing chapter in the history of th^ world — this unlimned pic-, 
ture in the Gallery of Time. 

Thus will Truth and Justice finally triumph over falsehood and 
oppresgion. Their high influence, viewless as the winds, and intan. 
gible as the magnet's sympathy, wafled from heart to heart, with all 
the powers of Nature forv allies, gathers strength with each setting 
sun ; and the oppressors who, trembling with the presentiment of 
d^at, attempt to stay the progress of Liberty by fierce resolves, and 
penal laws, and brutal force, exhibit wisdom akin to that of Xerxes, 
when he would bind the Hellespont with fetters, and punish it witb 
scourges* 



ORVILLE L. HOLLEY. 

A black empire is destined to spread over the Caribbean ciea, and 
shelter, under the banner of its power, the long-bound descendants 
of Africa ! Well — ^let it spread ! If there be any truth in the origi. 
nal excuse for bringing negroes to the tropical regions of America, 
that white men could not cultivate their soil, and live, it will be a 
fortunate event for agriculture, commerce and humanity; for if the 
islands yield their products so abundantly to the labor of chained 

. slaves, how much more largely will, they repay the cultivation of 
freemen ! 

Let it spread — for if the horrible slave-trade is ever to be actually 
abolished, it must be preceded by cutting off the ownership of Eu 
rope in every territory where white hands cannot, or will not labor. 
^ Let it spread— for if old Africa is ever to be civilized—if her parched 
solitudes are ever to be refreshed by the streams of knowledge, and 
smile with the green and bloomy growth of intellectual and moral 
culture—if ever Ethiopia is to " stretch forth her hands to God," and 

« the Sun of Righteousness wheel his bright chariot over the idle realms 
of that benighted continent, it must all be done through the instru- 
mentality of her American ofispring. And it shall 1^ done. The 
warm-hearted men, whom their brethren sold into bondage, are dos. 
tined yet to supply those brethren with the best of food, from the full 
granaries of their power, and wealth, and knowledge : the silver cup 
too shall be sent along, in which to. pledge the wine of jreconciliation 
and joy, for the famine shall b^ removed firom the land of theli* fathers. 



Anonymous gift of $2,000, Atrousr I, 1838. 

" One who abhors the sham republicanism ot a republio which 
holds nearly three millions of men, women, and children ia daveiy 

who loathes from the lowest depths of his soul the time-serving, 

pusillanimous and sporioos Christianity of ohorches wMiah refuse to 
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* cry Aloud* or eyen to cry at all against the system which prohibits 
marriage and the reading; of the Bible, and authorizes the trafficking 
in immortal god.Iike men, as if thev were beasts — amd who greatly 
ftdmires the unflinching courage and christian integrity, and genuine 
republicanism of the American Anti-Slavery Society, herewith en. 
elosea, on this Glorious Anniversary of British emancipation, to the 
Treasurer of said Society, a gift of two thousand DOLLAas.^-<-Z^e<- 
Ur to James Birney. 

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE, 

CVmMmmf Uu EffteU ofimnuduUt EmaneipatUm, 

WuKN the queation of immediate abolition was first started in 
England, the friends of slavery vociferated nothing more loudly, than 
tiia danger of umversal. insurrection and bloodshed; and nothing took 
atronser hold of the sympathies and conscientious fears of the peoiiie, 
than these repeated assertions. This is precisely the state of things in 
our own country, at the present time. We all know that it is not 
according to human nature for men to turn upon their benefactors, 
and do violence, at the veiy moment they receive what they have lon^ 
desired 3 but we are so repeatedly told the slaves wiU murder theur 
masters, if they give them freedom, that we can hardly help believing 
that, in this peculiar case, the laws of human nature must be reversed. 
Let us try to divest ourselves of the fierce excitement now abroad in 
the community, and calmly inquire what is the testimony of history on 
this important subject 

In June, 1793, a civil war occurred between the aristocrats and 
republicans of St. Domingo ; and the planters called in the aid of Great 
Britain. The opposing paily proclaimed freedom to all slaves, and 
armed them against the Britisn. It is generally supposed that the 
abolition of slavery in St Domingo was in consfquence of insurrections 
among the slaves ; but this irnot true. It was entirely a mtanure of 
poRtical expediency. And what were the consequences of this sudden 
and universal emancipation ? Whoever will take the pains to search 
the histories of that island, will find the whole colored population 
remained faithful to the repubhcan party which had given them freedom.- 
The British were defeated, and obli'^d to evacuate tlie island. The 
sea beinv at that time full of British cruisers, the French had no time 
to attend to St Domingo, and the colonists were left to govern tiiein* 
aelyes. And what was the conduct of the omancipated elaves, under 
these circumstances? About 600,000 staves had instantaneou.?ly 
ceased to be property, and were invested with the rights of men ; yet 
there was a decrease of crime, and every thing went on quicwi^' and 
prosperously. Col. Malenfant, who resided on the island, pays, m hi« 
nistorical memoir : " After this public act of emancipation, the negroes 
remained quiet both in the south and west, and they continued to woi k 
upon all the plaDtaiy>nB. Even upon those estates which had been 



Abandoned hy owae» and msnagers, the negioei eontiiiiied the^ Uhmt 
where there were any agents to guide ; and where 110 wbite men wefin 
left to direct them, they betook themselvea-to planting {myviaions, Thtt 
colony was flourishing. The whites lived nappy and in peoice upon 
their estates, and the n^roes continued to 'vork ror thetnr" 

Qeneral Lacroix, in his memoirs, speaking of the saaie period, sayit 
** The colony marched as by enchantment towards its aocientsplendor f 
cuhivation prospered j every day produced perceptible proofii of its 
progress!" 

This prosperous state oif things lasted about ttght years ; and would 
probably have continued to this day, had not Bonaparte, at the insti* 
gation of the old aristocratic French planters, sent an array to deprive 
me blacks 0^ the freedom which they had used so well. It was the 
attempt to restore slavery, that produced all the bloody honors of St. 
Domingo. Emancipatiwivroduced the most blessed eJffeUa. 

In June, 1794, victor Hugo, a French r^ubUcan general, retook 
the island of Guadaloupe from the British, and immediately proclaimed 
freedom to all the slaves. They were 65,000 in number, and the wlntes 
only 1 3.000. M disasttrs whatever occurred in conamunee t>f this itep. 

On the tOth of October. 181 1, the congrees of Chili decreed that 
every child born after that nay should be free. 

In 1821, the congress of Colombia emancipated aU slaves who^had 
borne arms in favor of the republic ; and provided for the emancipatioa 
in eighteen years of the whole slave population, amounting to 900,000. 

In September, 1829, the government of Mexica^^raated immediate 
and unqualified freedom to every slave. In aU these eases, nel ims 
instance of insurrection or bloodshed has ever been heard of, as the result 
of emancipation. 

In July, 1833, 30,000 Hottentots in Cape Colony, were emancmated 
from their long and cruel bondage, and admitted by law to all the 
lights and prtvneges of the white colonists. Outrages were predicted, 
as the inevitable consequence of freeing human creatures so completely 
brutalized as the poor Hottentots; but all- went on peaioeably ; and as 
a gentleman facetiously remarked, ** Hottentots as ther were, they 
worked better for Mr. Cashf than they had ever done for Mr. Lash.*^ 

In the South AfHcan Commercial Advertiser of February, 1831, it 
is stated : " Three thousand prise negroes have received their freedom ; 
lour hundred in one day ; but not the least difficulty or disaster occured. 
Servtmts found masters — masters hired servantsr—aU gidned homes, and 
tU ni^ht scarcely an idler was to be seen, — To state that sudden eman* 
cipatioB would create disotder and distress to those you mean to serve, 
is not reasoh, but the plea of all men adverse to abolition.*' 

On the 1st of August, 1834, the government of Great Britain eman- 
cipated the slaves in all her colonies, of which she had twenty ; seven- 
teen in the West Indies, and three in the East Indies. 

The numerical superiority of the negroes in the West Indies is great. 
In Jamaica there were 331,000 slaves, and only 37,000 whites. By 
the clumsy apprenticeship system, the old stimulus of the whip w«e 
taken aw^, while the new and better stimulus of wages viras net 
applied. The nerves were aware that if they workdd well they 
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■hoold not be paid fi>r it, and that if they worked dl they o«ild hqL be 
flogged, as they had formerly been. Vet even under these dlsadvan- 
tageoiu oircttmstaacee, no difficulties occurred except in three of the 
iaiands; and even there the difficulties were sligfal and teoiporary. 
Thb worst bnxhibs of abolition havb not tet bbbn able to 
•how that a single dbop op blood has been shed, or a single 
plantation pibed, in consb^encb of emancipation, in all tbb 
British West Indibs ! 

Antigua and Bermuda did not try the apprenticeship syelem ; but 
tt unee save the stimulus of wages. In 'those itltmds not the slightest 
^^fficuttteM hme oecured. The journals of Antigua say : " The great 
doubt is solved ; and the highest hopes of the negroes friends are ful- 
filled. Thirty thousand men have passed from slavery into freedom* 
not only without the slightest irregularity, but with the solemn and 
decorous tranquillity <^a Sabbath !" 

In Antigua there are 9,000 whites, 30,000 slaves, and 4,500 free 
blacka. 

Antigua and St Christopher's aie within gunshot of eaeh other; 
both are sdgar growing colonies ; and the proportion of blacks is less 
in St Christopher's than it is in Antigua ; yet the former island has 
had -some difficulty with the gradual system, while the quiet of the 
iatSer has not been disturbed ^ one hour by immediate emancipation. 
Do hot these facts speak volumes ? 

The results of the British Emancipation Bill, in a pecuniary point 
of view, are truly surprising. To the astonishment of even the most 
sansuine fri^ids of abolition, the plantations of tlie colonies are more 
productive, more easily managed and accepted as securities for higher 
sums on mortage tnan ever they were under the slave system. If. 
appears from an official statement, that, in the first quarter of the ppe- 
sent year there is an inerease over the average of the first quarter of 
the tiiree years preceding (emancipation,) of the great staples of 
WeBt Indian proance exported. 

From Georgetown, (Demerara,) 20 per cent increase^ 
From Berbice^ 50 per cent increase^ 

and on coffee about 100 per oent ! 

The hundred million indemnity thus appeaip to have been a conft- 
pensation of a novel kind, a compensation for being made richer. — 
JWio York Evening Post, 

ST. DOMINGO. 

In most other countries we have ministers, or at least consuls to 
watch over the interests of our merchants ; but to send a minister (ur 
oonsul to St Domingo would be so revolting to the feelings of our 
eouthon brethren, that they would probably threaten to dissolve the 
Union, and so our merchants are left to take care of their own interests 
there. It may be useful to compare the ajnount of those interests with 
the amount of their interests in certain other countries, where we have 
consuls, and in some instances ministers. 
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HOWE PETER. 

When the Marquis of Sligo retired from the government of the is- 
land of Jamaica, in 1836, the apprentices raised a contribution 
amounting to $1,000, to procure a suitable testimonial of their gra» 
titude to his lordship, for the pi'otection an^ kindness afforded by his 
administration. This sum was sent home by the hand of Joseph 
Sturge, and placed in the hands of a committee in London, consist, 
ing of T. F. Buxton, EJsq. Rt. Hon. Dr. Lushington, M.P. Sir 
George Stephen, Capt. Moorsomt R<N. W. B. Gumey, Esq. Rev. John 
Dyer, Rev. John Burnet, Joseph Sturge, Esq. and John Sturge. 
The committee procured a splendid silver candelabrum, which they 
presented to his lordship, March 16, 1839, with a suitable address, 
in the presence of Lord Brougham, Sir George Strickland, Hon C. 
P. Villers, M.P. W. Evans, Esq. M.P. Jos. Fea&e, Esq. M.P. and 
others. In his reply, the noble Marquis said, 

** It is with feelings of no little pride that I receive this testimonial 
of the gratitude and good opinion of the Negroes of Jamaica. When 
I remember that the subscription for its purchase was made after J 
had lef% the island, when no advantage could be gained by its pro- 
motion, and that it is the only instance which ever has occurred, or 
oan occur in these dominions, of the presentation of such a tribute 
of respect from persons still in a state of modified slavery, I value it 
so much that I would not exchange it for. the highest distinction 
which the favor of my sovereign! could bestow." 

THE INfiCftlFTtON. 

** Presented to the most noble, Howe Peter, Marquis of Sligo, by 
the Negroes of Jamaica, in testimony o£ the grateful remembrance 
they entertain for his unremitting efforts to aUeviato their sufferings 
uid to redress their wrongs, during his just and enlightened admin- 
istration of the government of the island, and of the respect and 
gratitude they feel towards his excellent lady and family, for the 
kindness and sympathy displayed towards them — 1837.*' 



JOHN SCOBLE. 

At a roeetii^ in Chatham streets chapel, New-York 1839, prayer 
having been orored by Rev. S. S. Joceltn, Mr. Scoble yros intro- 
duced to the assembly by Arthur Tappan, Esq. chairman of the meet, 
ing, and stated that he should prefer, that instead o£ making an ad* 
dress, questions be put to him that would elicit any information of 
which he might be possessed. 

Mr. Scoble adduced facts to show that the planters, as a body, 
were never in so flourishing circumstanoes as now. Very many of 
them have paid off their mortgages, and made improvements on their 
estates. He then read an interesting passage from the Jamaica his. 
torian. Long, and documents furnished by the House of Assembly at 
Jamaica, giving a disastrous view of- the island before emancipation, 
and contrasted it with the appearance at the present time. One of 
the gentlemen from Jamaica then said, he admitted that they did 
make excellent crops of sugar and coffee in 1838. 

26 
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Some one then adced about the comparative value of eitates pre. 
vioofl and nibeequent to emancipation. Mr. Scobie replied that the 
value had increased from ten to fifly per cent in different colonies. 
He stated that a Mr. Allen, of Barbados, became alarmed, and sold 
his estates for J^7,000 sterling, and soon afterwards repurchased it 
for jC30,000 sterling. Indeed, said Mr. Seoble, the lands how will 
sell for as much as both land and slaves would bring under, the sys- 
tem of slavery. 

A question was then put relative to the moral character of the ne. 
groei since emancipation. Mr. Scobie went on to state that the num. 
ber of prisoners, in the jails, had greatly decreased from 1836^ to 
1839, that almost all those confined for capital offences were white 
men, that the ofiences committed by the negroes were generally petty 
assaults on each other ; that there had not been one conviction for 
any assault by a negro on a white man since emancipation ! He pro« 
ceeded to remark that now marriage was sanctioned by law, and was 
" honorable in all." A great improvement had taken place, in this 
respect, kmone the whites as well as blacks. That during his whole 
tour through the British West Indies he had not met ' with a single 
planter who said he was willing to return to the old system. He 
said he woald appeal to the gentlemen from Jamaica now present, if 
he were incorrect. They both exclaimed, " certainly not,** (Great 
applause.) A planter of great respectability in Barbados, tdd Mr. 
Scobie that he remembered the time when he thought he would be 
doing Grod service if he had put a pistol ball through the brains of 
Wilberforce ox Buxton ; but that now he eould go on his knees and 
clasp theirs, and bless them for the abolition of slavery. 

VICTORIA REGINA. 

VLy Lords and Gentlemen: — ** It is with great satisfaction that I am 
enabled to inform you, that throughout the whole <^ my West Indian 
possessions, the period fixed by law for the final and complete eman. 
cipation of the negroes has been anticipated by acts of the colonial 
legislature, and that the transition from the temporary system of tap* 
prenticeship to entire freedom, has taken place without any distur- 
bance of public order and tranquillity. Any measures which may be 
necessary in order to give full ^ect to this great and beneficial change 
will, I have no doubt, receive your careful attention.— «j9peecil to 
PwrliamenU Feb, 5, 1839. 

It is with great satisfaction, I inform you, that I have concluded 
with the Emperor of Austria, the King of the French,* the King of 
Prussia, and the Emperor of Russia, a treaty for the effectual sup. 
presaion of the slave trade, which, when the ratifications shall have 
been exchanged, will be commimicated to Parliament. — Speech 
Feb. 3, 1842. 

* Postponed 
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JEAN PIERRE BOYER, 

The President of Hayti has received, with your letter of the lOth of 
October last, tlie difl^rent publications that you have sent him. 

Wa Exc^ency congratulates you on the perseverance with which 
ymi have pursued the work o( abolition of slavery. The warmest 
desires of philanthropists aecompany you in this difficult enterprise^ 
and the President of Hayti doubts not that this holy cause will con- 
dodeby obtaining the txiumph it merits. , 

I seize, sir, this occasion of assuring you of the particular desire I 
entertain for the success of your glorious work, and renew the expres- 
sion of my hi^ esteem. B. Inginac. 

Letter to B. Lwidtj, JVov. 17, 1836. 

SIMON BOLIVAR. 

I beg as fervently of my country as I would for the lives of my chil<« 
dren, that you will never consent that clime, or color, or creed, should 
make any distinction in your republic. — Address to the Senators of 
Colombia, 

LeeislatorB I Slaveiy is the infringement of all laws. A law having 
a tendency to preserve slavery, would be the grossest sacrilege. Man 
to be possessed by his fellow man! — ^man to be made property of! 
The image of the Deity to be putiin.lcr the yoke ! I^et these usurpers 
show us their title-deeds ! — Address to the Legislature of BoUvia and 
Peru: 

''This distinguished man, who was second to none for patriotism 
and political plmanthrDpy that the last dozen centuries have produced, 
is no more. He has left an example worthy the imitation otall slave- 
holders of every country and clime. 

''In addition to his great and untiring efforts to break the chains of 
clerical and political bondage that oppressed his cotmtrymen, he acted 
tfae>paft of perfect consistency in uemg his influence for the enfran- 
chierement ot the Afiiean slants, who were there reduced to abject ser* 
viTity. Wcjiave been informed that, in the early stage of the Colom* 
bian revolution, he emancipated from 700 to 1,000 Haves ; and that 
he strenuously and successfully urged the total abolition of slavery 
by the government Since his deam it is stated that he has fi'eed 150 
mere by will^ who were still held by him, and who probably preferred 
remaining with him while he lived. 

"BEKJAttlM LlTNDT." 
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COLOMBIA. 

The anxiety and efforts of the Colombian gofrernment to rid them, 
ielves of the curse of slavery, and to reinstate an injured class of 
men in the enjoyment of thofie rights which our Constitution declares 
to be ** inalienable," put to the blush the tardy and heartless pro. 
ceedings of the United States Congress on the subject. Scarcely 
had that republic established its own freedom, when it enacted laws 
for extending the like privilege to enslaved Africans within its lim- 
its. Certain revenues arising in the difierent provinces were sa* 
credly set apart for this purpose, beginning with those who were 
most worthy to be free, and always proceeding with the consent of 
the proprietors. At the same time it was provided that the children 
of slaves born after a certain period, should be inviolably free. The 
number of slaves since Uie law went into operation, is probably not 
less than 20.000. Let this system be continned a few years longer, 
Itnd to the li laiiipii of their arms, the Columbians will add this great- 
er glory, that the groans of a slave are not heard from the Orinoco 
to tlie Asauay."— iVi7e» Register^ August Ut, 1829, vol, 36, p. 367. 

UKAGUAY. 

Uraguay has abolished slavery within its territory. A decree of 
the Government dated 124h December, 1842, thus commences: 
" Frori^ and afler the promulgation of the present resolution, there 
sliall be no slaves in this repuUlic." The whole civiliaed world is 
arraying itself against the atrocious crime of slavery.— uim^rican. 

The republic of Uraguay in South America is -about as large as 
Texas ; possessing about the same climate, and is about as far south 
of the Equator, as Texas and Florida are north of it. It possesses 
great Commercial advantages, as it lies north and immediately bor- 
dering upon the great River Be La Plata and the Atlantic Ocean. 
It contains a population of 85,000. Its principal Commerci^ town 
is Montevideo.— Ftf/not. 

INDIA. 

OloHouB Triumph in Tndia*-^Qne million and an half of slaves 
made freemen ! ' No slavery, now, under the entire dominions of 
Queen Victoria I No more comfort to American woman- whippers 
from the inconsistencies of Great Britain. The Governor General 
of India has promulgated the fallowing law, which was to go into 
operation on the 4th of this month. — laid. 

An act for declaring and amending the law regarding the condi" 
Hon of slavery within the territories of the East India Company, 

1. It is hereby enacted and declared, that no public officer, in ex. 
ecution of any decree or order of court, or for the enforcement of 
any demand of rent or revenue, sell, or cause to be sold, any person 
or the right to. the compulsory labor or services of any person, on 
the ground that such a person is in a state of slavery. 

2. And it is hereby declared and enacted, that no rights arising 
out of an alleged property in the person and services of another as 
a slave, shall be enforced by any civil or criminal court or magis. 
trate within the territories of the East India Company. 
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Act (/S and 4 William FV, chapitr htiii, § IS, 

B« It eokcled, (hat all &nd every of the pereona, who, on Ibe fint i»j 
of Ju|t(il, one IhousBnd eight huadred and thirt^'-rour, shill be holden' 
in itmery within any aach BrUUH oAoay as aforeeaid, shall, upon, and 
from and after iJielirit day of >^gii>l, one itioiiaand eight hundred and 
thirty-four, become and be to alt intents and purposea, rsK* and 
diicharged oi; and from all manner of but eki, and ahal! be absotutelf 

tnd for ever manumitted ; and (hat the children thereafter to be bom 
lanyauch peraona, and theofipringof auch children, ahall bi like 
manner be free from their birth ; and that from and after the Grfll dsT 
oT Juruil, one (houaand wftX hundred and thirty-four, SLAVERY 
. ihiU ie, and It htrtbii ulter^ anil for ntr ABOLISHED ml itdared 
wttaufiU tkrwghmt tht Britiih celaniei, piantot i am, and fc ' — 



BLACKSTONE^-SRARP — THOMAS CtARKflOK. ^ 

WILLIAM BLACKSTONE. 

Those rights which God and natare have established, and arc, 
therefore, called natural rights — such as life and liberty — ^need not the 
aid of human laws to be more efTectuall^ invested in every raan thaa 
they are ; neither do they receive any additional strength when declared 
by die municipal laws to be inviolable. On the contrary, no huraan 
letfislature has power to abridge or destroy them, unless the owner 
hi inscii' shall commit some act which amounts to a forfeiture. 

The first and p.imar^end of ail human laws is, to maintain and 
regulate those ub».>lnte rights of individuals. The absolute rights of 
mail, con:>tdcred a$ a free agent, endowed with discernment to know 
good from evil, and with power of choosing' those measures which 
appear to hlui most desirable, are usually summed up in one genera] 
appellation, and denominated the natural liberty of mankind. This 
natural liberty consists, properly in a power of acting as one thinks fi^ 
without any restraint or control, unless by the law of nature , being ft 
right inherent in us bv birth, and one of the gifbi of Grod to man at his 
creation, when he enoued him with the faculty of free wiU. But every 
man, when he enters into society, gives up a part of his natural libeityy 
as tl^ price of so valuable a purchase ; ana, in consideration of receiving 
the advantages of mutual commerce, obliges himself to comform to 
those laws which the community has thou^t proper to cstaMish. 

ITiesc rights and liberties are no other than either that r^sidmun 
of natural liberty which is not required by the laws of society to be 
sacrificed to public convenience ; or else those civil privileges which 
society hath engaged to provide in lieu of the natural hberties so given 
up by individuals. — These are, the ri^ht of personal security, the right 
oi personal liberty, and the right of private property. — Ccmmentanes. 

GRANVILLE SHARP. 

" If such laws are not absolutdy necisaayni for the government of 
slaves, the law-makers must unavoidably allow themselves to be the 
most cruel and abandoned tyrants upon earth, and, perhaps that ever 
were oa earth. But, on the other hand, if it be said that it is trnpos- 
sibie to govern slaves j withotd such inJittman sererily and detesUi^le 
injustice, the same is an invincible argument against tlie least loleration 
oif slavery among Christians; because temporal profits, cannot com- 
pensate the forfeiture of everlasting welfare — that the cnes of these 
much injured people will certainly reach heaven — that the Scriptures 
denounce a tremendous judgment against the man who shy.ll ofiend 
9ne Ultle^one — that it were better for the natio7i that their American 
do7ninion3 had never existeil, or even that they had sunk in the sea, than 
that the kingdom of Great BrUain should be loaded with the horrid guilt 
(^tolerating such abominahle loickedness,''^ &c — Journal, K-rft. 18/ A, 1772. 

THOMAS CLARKSON. 

I passed through no town in wluch some individual had not left oft 
tiie use of sugar. In the smaller towns there were from ten to fifty by 
estimation, and in the larger, from two to five hundred, who had made 
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this Bftciifice to virtue. Thefle were of aU ranks aad parties. Rkh 
and poor, churchmen and dissenters, had adopted the measure. Even 
flFoeecs had left ofi'tniding in the article in some places. In gentlemen's 
mmilies, where the master had set the example, the servants had often 
volontarily followed it ; even children, capable of understanding the 
African^s sufitiiings, excluded, with the most virtuous resolntioo, the 
accustomed svraets from their lips.- By the least computation I could 
make, from notes taken down in my journey, no fewer than three 
hundred thousand (300,000) persons had abandoned the use of sugoir. 

This account of the manner in wluch light and information proceed in 
a free country, furnishes us with some vuuable knowledge. It shows 
us, first, the great importance of education j for all they who can ree4 
may become enlightened. They may gain as much from the dead as 
from the living* They may see the sentiments of foimer ages. Thus 
they may contract, by degress, habits of virtuous inclination, and 
become fitted to join with others in the removal of -any of the evils of life» ' 

It shows us, secondly, how that encouraging maxim may become 
true^ That no good ef&rt is ever lost. For if he, who makes the 
virtuous attempt, should be prevented by death from suceeding in it, 
can be not apeak thcou^ the tomb ? Will not his works still breathe 
his sentiments upon it T May not the opinions, and the facts, which 
he has recorded meet the approbation of ten tho^isand readers of whom 
it is propable, in Uie common course of things, that some will branch 
out of him as authors, and others as actors or lahoreFs, in the same 
cause?* 

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. 

TO THOMikS CLABKSON. 

Os the finti putting of the Bill for the abolition of the Slave-trade^ March, 1807. 

Clamcson ! it waa an obstinate hill to climb: 
How tnii^ome^nay, liow dire it was, by tliee 
Is Itriowu, by none perliaps, so feelingly ; 
But, thou, who starting in thy fervent prime 
Did'st first lead forth this pUgriniage sublime, 
Hast beard its constant voice its charge repeat, 
Which out of thy young heart's oracular seat, 
First roused thee. — O true yoke-fellow of time 
With^junabating effort, see, the palm 
Is won, and by all nations shall be worn ! 
The bloodv writing is for ever torn, 
And thou henceforth shalt have a good man's calm, 
A great man's happiness ; thy zeal shall find 
Repose at length firm friend of human kind ! 

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE. 

It was ridiculous to say that men would be bound by their interest, 
when gain or ardent passion ur^ed them. It might as well be asserted 

* " Resolved. That the Speaker be requested to acknowledge the receipt and 
acceptance of Clarkson's History of Slavery, presented by the American Con- 
venifon for promoting the aboliticm of slavery, and impro^in^ the condition of 
the Africans, and that the said work be deposited in the library "—flouts. of 
Rffresentatives, Feb. 18, 1909. 
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that a 0toiie €oul<t ifct be tliiown into the air, or a body move (mm 
(rfaoe to place, because the piinciples of gravitatioa bound them to the 
sarface of the eaith. If a planter ibnnd nimself redaeed in hisr profHs, 
he did not usually dispose of any part of has slares; and his oWn 
gratifications were never given up, so long as there vras a possibility 
<^ making any retrenchment in the allowance of his slaves. 

It was tiie gracious ordinance of Providence, both in the natural and ' 
moral world, that good should often arise out of evil. Hunican^s 
cleared the air ; and the propagatieo of truth was promoted by perse- 
r:i^ion. Pride, vanity, and profusion contributed often, in tnei^ re- 
moter consequences, to the happiness of mankind. In common, what "" 
was itself evif and vicious was permitted to carry along with it sdrae- 
ctrcumstanees of palliation. The Arab was hospitable ; the robber 
brave. We did not necessarily find cruelty associated with fraud, or - 
meanness with injustice. But here the case was &r otherwise. It 
was the prerogative of this detestable traffic to separate from evil it# 
conooraitant good, and to reconcile discordant mischiefa. It robbed 
war of its eenenosity ; it deprived peace of its security ; we saw in it 
the vices of poKsfaed society, without its knowledge or its comforts-; 
and the evils of barbarism without its simplicity. No age, no sex, no 
rank, no condition, was exempt from the fatal influence of this vnde- ' 
wasting calamity. Thus it attained to the fullest measure of pure, un- 
mixed, unsophisticated wickedness ; and, scorning all competition and 
comparison, it stood without a rival in the secure, undisputed posses- 
sion of its detestable pre*eminence, 

. WILLIAM PITT. 

Mr. Pitt rose, and said, that from the first hour of his having had the 
honor to sit in parliament down to the present, amon^ all the questions, 
whether political or personal, in which it had been his fortune to take 
a share, mere never nad been one in which his heart was so deeply in- 
terested as in the present ; both on account of the serious princtples 
involved, and the consequences connected with it 

The present was not a mere question of feeling. The argument, 
which ought in lus opinion to determine the committee, was, that the 
slave-trade was unjust. It was, therefore, such a trade as it was im- 
possible for him to suoport, unless it could be first proved to him, that 
there were no laws of^ morality binding upon nations ; and that it was 
not the duty of a legislature to restrain its subjects from invading the 
happiness of other countries, and from violating the fundamental prin-. 
ciplcs of justice. 

EDMUND BURKE. 

Nothing makes a slave but a de^aded man. In proportion as the 
jnind grows callous to its degradation, and all sense of manly pride is 
lost, the. slave feels comfort' In fact, he is no longer a man. If he 
were to define a man, he would say with Shakspearc, 

" Man is a being, holding large discoiuse, 
Looking before axid after." 

But a slave wblb incapable of looking before anci afler. He had no 
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motive to do it He was a mere passive instrmneht in the hands of 
others, to be i^sed at their discretion. Though Kving, he was dead as 
to all voluntary agency. I'hough moving amidst the creation with aa 
erect form, and with tne shape and semblance of a human beings he 
was a nullity as a niQn. 

He said the slave-trade was directly contrary fo the principles of 
humanity and justice^ and that the state of slavery which followed it, 
however mitigated, was a state so improperi so degrading, and so 
ruinous to the feelings and capacities of human nature, that it ought 
not to be suffered to exist 

JOHN COURTENAV. 

The trade, it had been said, was conducted upon the principles of 
humanity. Yes : we rescued the Africans from what we were pleased 
to call their wretched situation in their own countrv, and then we took 
credit for our humanity f because, after having killed on^ half of them 
in the seasoning, we substituted what we were pleased to call a better 
treatment than that which they would have experienced at home. 

It had been said by Mr. Stanley, that the pulpit had been used as 
an instrument of attack on the slave-trade. He was happy to learn it 
had been so well employed ; and he hoped the bishops would rise up 
in the house of Joras, with the virtuous indignation which became 
them, to abolish a traffic so contrary to humanity, justice, and religion. 

CHARLES JAMEa POX. 

Some had considered this question as a question.of political, whereas , 
it was a question of personal freedom. Political freedom was un- 
doubtedly a great blessing ; but, when it came to be compared with 
personal, it sunk to nothing. To confound the two served therefore 
to render all arguments/ on either perplexing and unintelligible. Per- 
sonal freedom was the first right of every human being. It was a right, 
of which he who deprived a fellow creature was absolutely crimineu in 
so depriving him, and which he who withheld was no less criminal in 
withholdmg. He would say that if tiie' house, knowing what the trade 
was by the evidenee, did not by their vote mark to all mankind their 
abhorrence of a practice so savage, so enormous, so repugnant to all 
laws, human ana divine, th^ would consign their characters to eter- 
nal infamy. 

But what was our motive in tiie case before us ? To continue a 
i,rade which was a wholesale sacrifice of a whole order and race of our 
fellow creatures ; which carried them away by force from their native 
country, in order to subject them to the mere will and caprice, the 
^rraniiv and oppression, of other human beings, for their whole natural 
lives, tnem and their posterity for ever ! ! Cf most monstrous wicked- 
ness ! O unparalleled barbarity ! 

- Let them remember that humanity did not consist in a squeamish 
ear. It did not consist in shrinking and starting at such tales as these ; 
but in a diposition of the heart to remedy the evils they unfolded. 
Humanity belonged rather to the mind than to the nerves. But, if so^ 
it should prompt men to charitable exertion. 
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JM, tbem. make the cue their own. This waf the Christwn rale of 
joii^ag ; and, having mentioned Christiamty, he w«b sorry to find 
that any should suppose that it had given countenance to such a system 
of oppression. So far was thb from being the case, that he thou^t it 
one of the most splendid triumphs of this religion, that it had caused 
slavery to be so generally aboUshed on its appearance in the world. • It 
had done this by teaching us, amon^ other beautiful precepts, that, in 
the sight of their Maker, all mankind were equal. He knew, how- 
ever, mat what he had been ascribing to Christianitv had been iu^ 
puted by others to the advances which pbilosophv had made. Each 
of the two parties to^k the merit to itself The philosophjer gave it to 
philosophy, &nd the divine to religion. He should not then dispute 
with either of them ; but as both coveted the praise, why should they 
not emulate each other by promoting this improvement in the condition 
of the human race ? 

PHILIP FRANCIS. 

Ilavina himself an interest in the West Indies, he thought that what 
he should submit to the house would have the double effect of evidence 
and argument ; and he stated m:>8t unequivocally his opinion, that the 
aboUtion of the slave-trade would tend materially to the benefit of the 
West Indies. — ^Many had affirmed that the slave-trade was politic and 
expedient; but it was worthy of remark, that no man had ventured to 
deny that it was criminal. Criminal, however, he declared it to be in 
the nighest decree ; and he behoved it was eqindly impohtic Both its 
uexp^iency and injustice had been established by the honorable 
mover. 

He instanced an overseer, who, having thrown a negro into a cop- 
per of boiling cane-juice for a trifiing ofience, viras punished merely by 
the less of his place, and by being obliged to pay the value of his slave. 
He stated another instance of a girl of fourteen, .who was dreadfully 
whipped for oomins too late to her work. She fell down motionlesa 
after it ; and was then dragged along the ground, by the legs, to aa 
hospital ; where she died. I'his was a notorious fact. It was pub- 
fished in the Jamaica Gazette : and it has even happened since Ihe 
question of the aboUtion had been started. 

The only argument used against such eruelties was the master's^ 
intecjest in the slave. But he urged the common cruelty to horses, in 
which the drivers had an ec}ual interest with the drivers of men in the 
colonies, as a proof that tibis was no security. He had never beard an 
instance of a master being punished for the murder of his slave. 

MR. HUDDLESTONE. 

He said that a curse attended this trade even in the mode of defend- 
ing it. By a certain fatahty, none but the vilest arguments were brought 
fcMward, which corrupted the v.ery persons, who used them. Every 
one of these were built on the narrow ground of interest; of pecwiiaiy 
profit ; of sordid gain ; in opposition to every higher consideratbn ; 
to every motive that had refeceiuie to humanitv, iustice, and religion ; 
or to tliat great principle, which oompreheoded uiem all. Place only 



SAMUEL WHITBREAD — THOMAS ERSltiNB. 

before the ino»t determined sdTocate of this odious traffic, the exact 
imaj^ of himself io the garb and harness of a slave, dragged and 
whippied about lilce a beast; place this image also before hioi, and 
paint it as that of one without a ray of hope to cheer him ; and you 
would extort from him the reluctant confession, that he would not 
endure for an hour the misery, to which he condemne<^ his fellow* 
man for life. 

SAMUEL WHITBREAD. 

No eloquence could persuade him, that the Africanf were torn from 
their country and their dearest connexions, merely that they might lead 
a happier nfe ; or that they could be placed under the uncontrolled 
dominion of others without suffering. Arbitrary power would spoil 
the hearts of the best Hence would arise tyranny on the one side, 
and a sense of injury on ,the other. Hence the passions would be let 
loose, and a state of perpetual enmity would follow. 

He needed only to go to the accotjints of those who defended the sys- 
tem of slavery, to show that it was cruel. He was forcibly struck last 
year by an expression of an honorahle member, an advocate for the 
trade, who, when he came to speak of the slaves, on selling ofTtlie stock 
of a plantation, said, that they fetched less than the common price, 
because they were damaged 1 Damaged ! What ! were they goods 
and chattels? What an idea was this to hold out to our (ellow 
creatures ! 

THOMAS ERSKINE. 

The Lord Chancellor (Erskine) said, " From Information which he 
oould not dispute, lie was warranted in saying, that on this continent 
[Africa] husbands were fraudulently and forcibly severed from their 
^ves, and parents from their children ; and thai all the ties of blood 
and afiection were torn ^p by the roots. He had himself seen the un« 
happy natives put together in heaps in the hold of a ship, where, with 
every possible attention to them, tneir situation must have been intole- 
rable. He had also heard proved in courts of justice, facts still more 
dreadful than those which he had seen. One of these he would just 
mention. The slaves on board a certain ship rose in a mass to liberate 
"^emselves; and having far advanced in the pursnit of their object, it 
became necessary to repel tliem by, force. Some of them yielded ; 
acme of them were killed in the scuffle j but manv of them actually 
jumped into the sea and were drowned ; thus preferring death to the 
misery of their sitoation ; while others hung, to the ship, repenting <^ 
their rashness, and bewailing with frightful noises their horrid fatei 
Thus the whole vessel exhibited but one hideous scene of wretched- 
ness. They, who were subdued, and secured in chains, were seized 
with the flux, which carried many of them off These things were 
proved in a trial before a British juir, which had to consider, whether 
this was a loss, which fell within the* policy of insurance, tne slaves 
being regarded as if they had been only a cargo of dead matter. He 
could mention other instances, but they were much too shocking to be 
described. Surely their lordships could never consider such a traffic 
to be consistent' with humanity or justice.*' 
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GEORGE GRENVILLE. 

Lord Grenvflle then read a resolution of the Commons. ^ This. 
rescdution, he said, stated first, that the slave-trade was contrary to 
humanity, justice, and sound poticy. That it was contrary to humani- 
ty was obvious ; for humanity might be said to be sympathy for the 
distress of others, or a desire to accomplish benevolent ends by good 
means. But did not the sla^e-tr^de convey ideas the very reverse of 
the definition ? It deprived men of all tnose comforts, m which it 
pieased the Cret^r to make the happiness of his creature to consist, of 
the blessings oinsociety, of the charities of the dear relationships of 
husband) wife, father, son, and kindred ; of the due discharge of* Um 
relative duties of these, and of that freedom, which in its pure and 
natural sense, was one of the greatest gifts of God to man. ^ 

" It was impossible to read the evidence, as it related to this trade, 
without acknowledging the inhumanity of it and our own disgrace. 

'^ In a state of nature, man had a right to the fruit of his own labour 
absolutely to himself; and one of the main purposes, for which he en- 
tered into society, was, that he mi^bt be better protected in the posses- 
non of his rights. In both cases, therefore, it was manifestly unjust, 
that a man should be made to labor during. the whole of his life, and 
yet have no benefit from his labor. Hence the slave-trade and the 
colonial slavery were t^ violation of the very principle, upon which all 
law for the protection of property was founded. Whatever benefit 
was derived from that traoe to an individual, it was derived from dis- 
honor and dishonesty. He forced from the unhappy victim of it thnt, 
which the latter did not wish to give him ; and he gave to the same 
victim that, which he in vain atternpted to show, was an equivalent to 
tltc thing he took, it being a thinp for which there was no equivalent, 
and which, if he had not obtained.by force, he would not have possess- 
ed at all. The injustice complainea of was not confined to tne bare 
circumstance of robbing them of the right to their own hibor. It was 
conspicuous tlu'oughout the system." 

WILUAM SHAKSPEARR 

Shvloeh* What judgment shall I dread, doin; no wronf ? 
You nave among you many a purchased slave.* 
Which like your asses, and your dogs, and mules. 
You use in abject and in slavish parts, 
Because yon bought them : — shall I say to you, ' 
Let them be free, marry them to your heirs ? 
Why sweat thev under burthens ? let their beds 
Be made as soft as yours, and let their palates 
Be season'd with such viands ? you will answer, 
The slaves are ours : — so do I answer you : 
The pound of flesh, which I demand of him, 
Is dearly bought, is mine, and I will have it ; 
If you deny me, fie upon your law ! 

SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

* This argument, considered as used to the particular persons, seems con> 
elusive. I see not how Venetians or Englishmen, while they practice the pur* 
chase and sale of slaves, can much enfojce or demand the law of doing t* 
oVUen as we would they should do to us. 
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JOHN MILTON. 

O exocrtble son, so to aspire 
Aboye hM brethren, he himself assamlng 
▲ottaority usurped from God, not given. 

— Man over men 
Rs made not lord.; such title to Himself 
Reserving, human left from human free. 

lo all thinn that have beautf , there is nothing to man more comely than liberty. 
Otve me tne liberty to know, to utter, and to argae freely, above all libexties 

ALEXANDER POPE. 

Some safer wcH-ld in depths of wood embraced, 
Seine happier ieland in tl^ watery waste ; 
"Where slaves once more their native land behold, 
No fiends torment, no Christians thirst for gold. 

JStsay on Man, 

God fixed it certain, that, whatever day 
Makes man a slave takes half his worth away. 

Homer*» Odyssey. 

JOSEPH ADDISON. 

Idbertjft thou goddess heavenly bright^ 
Profuse of bliss, and pregnant with delight I 
Eternal pleasures in thy presence reign, 
And smiling plenty leads thy wanton train : 
£a8*d of her load, subjection grows more light, 
And poverty looks cheerful in thy sight ; 
Thou mak'st the gloomy face of nature gav, 
GiVst beauty to the sun, and pleasure to the day. 

ROBERT BURNS. 

I'm designed yon loidlina's ateve, 

By Nature's law design'd, 
Why was an independent wish 

Ere planted in my mind 7 
If not, why am I aubject to 

Hia cnxelty or scorn ! 
Or why has man the will and power 

To make his fellow mourn ! 

Tlien let n» pray that come it may. 

As come it shall for a' tiiat, 
That sense and worth o'er jail the earth 

Shall bear the gree, an' a* that. 
For a' that, an' a' that, 

It's coming yet, for a' that : 
When man to man, the warld all o'er, 
Sluill brothers be, an' a' that. 

TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 

Thy spirit, Inx>bpsndbhcb ! let me share. 
Lord of the J.ion-heart fmd Eagle-eve ;— 

Thv steps ni follow with my bosom bare, 
Nor heed the storm that howls along the akf 
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THOMAS DAY. 

And better in the untimely grave to rot, 
The woriduid all its craelties forget, 
Than drara'd once more beyond the weatem main, 
To groan beneath some dastard planter's chain, 
Where my poor coontoymen in bondage wait 
The slow enfranchisement of Ung'ring fote. 
Oh ! my heart sinks, my dying eyes tyer flow, 
When memory paints the picture of their woe i 
For I have seen thera, ere the dawn of day, 
Rous*d by the lash begin their cheerless way : 
Greeting with groans, unwQjcome mom's return. 
While rage and shame their gloomy bosoms burn : 
And chiding every hour the slow-pac'd sun, 
Endure their toils till all his race was nm ; 
Ko eye to maik their sufferings with a tear, 
No friend to comfort, and no hope to cheer ; 
Then, like the dull unpitied brutes, repair 
Tp stalb as wretched, and as coarse a f&te -, 
Thank heaven, one day of misery was o'er, 
And sink to sleep and wish to wake no more. 

T&« Dying Ifegro. 

S. J. PRATT. 

Tyrants o*er brutes with ease extend their plan. 
Then rise in cruelty from beast to man ; 
Their sordid policy each crime allows. 
The flesh that quivers, and the blood that flows, 
The furious stripes that murder in a day. 
Or tort^ng arts that kill by dire delay ; 
The fainting spirit and the bursting vein, 
All, all, are reconciled to Christian gain. 

The Right* efNeiwt. 

WIULIAM OOWPER. 

Man finds his fellow guilty oi a skin 
Not colored like his own ; and having pow'r 
T' eiiforce the wrong, for such a verthy eatue 
Dooms and devotes him as tus lawful prey. 
Tims man devotes his tMrother, and destroys ; 
And worse than all, and most to be deplor'd, 
As humaa nature's broadest, foulest blot. 
Chains him, and tasks him, and exacts bis sweat 
With stripes t}>at mercy with a bleeding heart 
Weeps when she sees inflicted on a beast. 
Then what is man ? And what man, seeing this, 
And having human feelings, does not blush 
And hang bis head, to think himself a man ? 
I would not have a slave to till my ground. 
To carry me, to fan me while I sleep. 
And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth 
That sinews bought and sold have ever eont'd. 
No ! dear as freedom Is, and in my heart's 
Just estimation priz'd above all price, 
I had much rather be myself the slave, 
And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him. ■ 

The tender ties of parent, husband, friend. 
All bonds of Nature, in thai moment end. 
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O most degrading of dll ills that wait 
On man, (a mourner in his best estate !) 
All other sorrows virtue. may endure, 
And find submission more than half a cure ; 
But Slaifebt ! ! Virtue dreads it as her grave 
Patience itself is meanness in a slave. 
Wait, then, the dawning of a brighter day, 
And snap the chain the moment when you may 
Nature imprints upon whatever we see 
That has a heart and life in it, ** Bs Fkbb." 

WILLIAM ROSCOE. 

Form'd with the same capacity of pain, 
* The same desire of pleasure and of ease. 

Why feels not man tor man ! When nature shiinkf 
From the slight puncture of an insect's stingy 
Faints, if not screened from sultry suns, andpinev 
Beneath the hardship of an hour's delay 
Of needful nutriment ; — when Liberty 
Is prized so dearly, that the slightest breath 
That ruffles but her mantle, can awake 
To arms unwarlike nations, and can rouse 
Confed'rate states to. vindicate her claims :— 
How siiall the suif 'rer man his fellow doom 
To ills he mourns or spui -la at ; tear witii stripes 
His quiv'ring flesh ; with iiui.,;5er and with thirst 
Waste his emaciate frame ; in ceaseless toils 
Exhaust his vital powers* ; and bind his UmiM 
Tn galling chahns ! 

HANNAH MORE. 

See thedire victim tMri^from social life, 
The slirieking babe, me agonizing wife ! 
She ! wretch forlorn, is dj^gg'd by hostile hands 
To distant tyrants, sold to distant lands, 
Transmittea miseries and successive chains, 
The sole sad heritage hor cliild obtains ! 
E'en this last wretched boon their foes deny» 
To live together, or together die. 
By felon hands, by one relentless stroke. 
See the fond links of feeling nature broke ! 
The fibres twisting round a parent's heart, 
Tom from their grasp, and bleeding as they part. 

JAMES MONTGOMERY. 

JLives there a reptile baser than a slave ? 
Loathsome as death, corrupted as the grave. 
See the dull Creole, at his pompous bourd. 
Attendant vassals cringing round their lord ; 
Satiate with food, his heavy eyehds close, 
Voluptuous minions fan him to repose ; 
Prone on the noonday couch he lolls in vain, 
DcAiriouB slumbers rack his maudlin brain ; 
He starts with hoiTor from bewildering dream* - 
His bloodshot eye with fire and frenzy gleams, 
He stalks abroad ; tlu-oug]^ all his wonted rov 

* omMo* i%r)H thn l'»eH i-**"- ■ ■" 
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UOBERT SOUTHEY. 
Oh, he i« worn with toil ! the big drops run 
Down his dark cheek ! hold— hold ihy merciless band. 
Pale tyrant ! for beneatJi thy hard command 
O'er wearied nature sinks. The scorching sun, 
As pitiless as proud Prosperity 
Darts on him his full beams ; gasping as he ties, 
Arralgninij with his looks the patient skies; 
While that inhuman trader 'ifts on high 
The mangling scourge. O ! ye who at yonr ease 
Sip the blood-sweetened beverage, thoughts ttke these 
Haply ye scorn. I thank thee gracious Ood! 
That I do feel upon my cheek the glow 
Of indignation, when beneath the rod, 
A sable brother writlies in silent woe. 

TEIOMAS CAMPBELL. 
And say supernal Powers ; who dec|.ly ^ican 
IT( -iv'n's dark decree, unfathom'd yet by man, 
\\ .on shall the world call down to cleanse her shame, 
1 /lat eniuryo spirit, yot without a name, 
That friend of Natuie, whose avenging hands 
Si.ctii burst the Lybian*s adamantine bsmds ? 
Who, sternly markin? o*- rti> native soil, 
The blood, the tears, ine anguish, and the toil, 
Shall bid each righteous heart exult, to see 
Peace to the sla\'e, and vengeance on the free ! 

Yet, yrt, degraded min ! th' expected day 
That breaks your biticr cup, is uur away ; 
Trade, wealth, and fashion, ask you still to bleed. 
And holy men give scripture for the deed ; 
Scourg'd and debas'd, no Briton stoops to save 
A wretchy a coward ; yes, because a slave ! 

ERASMUS DARWIN. 

WrenchM the red scourge from proud Oppres8ion*« haikd«» 
And broke, curst Slavery 1 thy iron bands. — -~-r 

E'en now, e'en now, on yander western shores 
Weeps pale Despair, and writhing Anguish roars , 
E;en now in Afric's groves with hideous yell 
Fierce Slavery stalks and slips the dogs of hell : 
From vale to vale the gathering cries rebound 
And sable nations tremble ot the sound.— 
—Who right the injured, and reward the bmve, 
Stretch your strong arm, for ye have power to save ! 
Throned m the vaulted heart, his dread resort : 
Inexorable CeNsciKifCR holds his co«rt ; 
With still srnaU voice the plots of guilt alarms. 
Bares his masked brow, his lifted hand disarms ; 
But, wrapp'd hi night with terrors all his own. 
He speaks in thunders when the deed is done. 
Hear him, ye Senates ! heor this truth suWime. 
He who alttftes oppression shares tke crime. 

*' Botanic Garden^ 
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Ob and do tkon Ukrwitr.~I,"ke, Chirp: X. 
JOHN HOWARD. 
Ha railed lit Eoropa, (tnd the e»st,) not lo sutrey Ihe nimpIiioa» 
mm of inUces. or Uie itatelinera of lemplea ; not to iDikc acsiukta 
■Kamrenienls of Ihe Femaini of ancient giuidsur, nor lo fbrni ■ 
■wie of the curiosities of modero art ; not to collect B>edali, or te 
ooUxte nwniucnpts : but to dive into Ihe depth of dongeon*; to 
pInngB into the infoclinn of hospitsle; to aurrey tbe mansion* of nr- 
low and paio ; to take the guage kad dimensianB of misery, opprao- 
aioi) and cooterDpt ; lo rememlier t)>e forgotten ; lo attend to tbe Mf 
leolvd ; to visit t}ie fon^en ; and to compare and collate the diatna 
K* of all men in all countriea. His plan is as full of genius as it I* 
of bomanily. It teas a voyage of discovery, a ciroamnaTigalion <# 
ohatity ; aiid already the beneSt of hia labor ii felt mare or las ii 
amy country. — Edmutid Barke. 

HiTDKB [ oQ thy maternal breast 

Forever be his worth engraved ! 

Thy bosom only can attest 

Hjw niBDy a life his toil hiS'saved. 

Imager, ho Bleer'd willi every lail unfurN 

A friend to every clime ! a Patriot of the World 'S—Wwt. Bmft mf, 
Oh Charity ! oui helpless nature's pride, 

Tbaa friend of hiiD, who knows no friend beaidst 

la aught BO fair beneath Ihe heavens' gleam. 

Aa from thine eye tbe meek and pensive beam- 

Thioe are the ample viewi that unconfin'd 

Btreleh to tbe utmost walks of human kind ; 

Thine is tbe spirit that with widest plan 

Brothor to BroChar binds, and Han to Han. T'lr'T 
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TTm Man is kneeling •t CompMeion'e ibniw, 
Hei' opening i.y, HUMANITY, bethioel 
Thee ihe invohes, oh! aoolher of dutre™, 
Who wifh our kindnew wove our happineu ; 
For w Ihj circluig Tirtuea roaod lu more. 
From our best datdt thy brigbteaHoy* we prove ; 
Good is of good producLive, ill, of ill, 
Conicience o'er both exerts her empire RiU. 
And this great truth, ah&II ev'r; tyrant know, 
Tub wo )ib oivks, siuli. » benid bt wo. 
The Rights of Man by Nature aye are due. 
To Tn«Q of every clime and every hue. 

Why are aires (urn from (children uid tVran wift, 
Dragg'd at (he Car of Trade, and ehain'd for life; 
And why do bunimn becitombt expire. 
Smote by her mangling whip and marderotu fire t 
Thoae etripee. and killing ihriskethKt rend tbeair, 
III fated AraioA I thy wroitge declare. 
Avarice, the founder of this impiotis trade. 
Made him a alive, that Nature never made. 
Tore the poor Lybiao from his native knI. 
And ehain'd him dawn to Qerer-ending toiL 

If giant PowiK confera this wanton sway, 
Subdues the slronj;, and makes the weak obey. 
Deea Power give Rioht 7 hewsre that dangetoai plsft 
Perchance, such power may spread its ri^ to thee. 
The slave onee stronger than thyself, ah£l stand, 
And win the eo^tn of osarp'd ooaunaadi 
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Aim*d with thj iron Koiirge shftll bid thee toil, 
Scar iikj white skin, and chain thee to the eoH : 
Thy epirit fainting in the glare of day. 
Shall bid thee naked, brave^the Syrian xay» 
Thy scorn retort, retaliate all thy rage. 
Wear oat thy yonth, and marder thee in age ; 
Tear from thy fbttei'd arms thy child and wift. 
And blast the budding promisee of Ufe ; 
Repay, in torn, each stroke thy baaeness gave, 
And make Thee feel what tis to be a Slave. 

Ah ! fidse as fatal ! to the Weak and Strongs 
Th' inherent Rights of Nature still bel<»ig : 
No partial principles the just impel 
To thinking wisely, or to acting well ; 
And Liberty, of all mankind the cause. 
Becomes a fbrfeit ordy to the laWs, 
Those sacred compacts which like links soitain. 
Connecting parts of the great social chain: 
And while, with these, no member is at strife, 
As iUU the right to liberty as life : 
Avaunt ! asserters of superior right. 
And vain distinctions between b&ek and whiU. 
Firm and immoveable on Natorei's base^ 
Stands the grand charier of the human raee : 
And He who gave the blesmng gave it free : * 

Life were a curse if robb'd of Liberty ! 

Vain all dispute of color, fbrm or sise. 
In pride, in pride alone the difibrence liea ; 
Whence, then, presumptuous man, deriVd thy rigliti 
And by what law does olive yield to white ? 
Tlieir nature^ origin, and end, the same. 
Why has not brown, black, copper, equal claim 7 
Though shifling colon like their parent earth, 
Alike their species and alike their birth. 

Tyrants o^er brutes with ease extend Uie plan. 
And rise m cruelty from beast to man : 
Their sordid policy each crime allowst 
The flesh that quivers and the blood that flows. 
The furious stripes that murder in a day. 
Or torturing arts that kill by dire delay ; 
The fainting spirit, and the bursting vein, 
All, all are reconcll'd to Christian gain. 

In cold barbarian apathy bdiold. 
Sits the slave agent .bending o'er his gokl ; 
That base contractor fbr the chain and rod, 
Who buys and fffclls the image of his Grod. 
Callous to ev'ry touch that Nature ]enda» 
The bond that ties him to his kind he rends, 
Robber at once and butcher of his slaves. 
Nor .grief, nor sickness, age nor sex, he mfm. 
But plung'd in tnfSo, eol<Uy ean debalo^ 
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The parent's destipj, the infant's fate ; 

The teeminff mother of hex hope despoil ; 

And poise the gains of child-birth or of toil ; 

The sighs and groans which spring from both he spuraiv 

Fot lifb or deat^ 'tis gold the balance turns. 

O pride enormous ! impudence of man ! 
But let not Bntons imitate the plan, 
Frame no false systems and then call them wibe, 
Or make distinctimw where no difference lies ; 
Alas ! full oft the fair European face, 
Masks a mind darker than- the darkest race ; 
The Negro's heart may b&« purer shrine, 
For thoughts devout, O ! haughty White, than thine, 
Acceptance find more gracious from its God, 
Than the proud master who uplifts the rod. 

Oh ! tyrant White, forget alike thy gold, 
An4 every virtue in thy Black behold, 
Air that is honor'd, lov'd, or priz'd by thee. 
In thy scourg'd Negro, blushing, shalt thou $&$. 

Yet who the Negroe's sufferings can relate, 
Or mark the varied horrors of their fate ; 
Where, blushing Truth ! shall we their griefs begin, 
Or how commence the catalogue of Sin 7 
Demons of torture ! ye who mock at wo. 
And smile to see the crimson blood-track flow. 
In horrid triumph rise from central Hell, 
Th' inventive pangs of Christian growth to tell. 
Oh ! aid the shudqering Muse to paint the grief. 
Which calls on death for pity and relief; 
Oh ! powers of Mercy, loose that massfy yoke, 
Oh ! hold that Arm, for murder's in the stroke ! 
Behold that aze the quivering limb assails, 
Behold that body weltering in ita wails ! 
Ah ! hear that bludge(m fall, that lash resound, 
And see those wretches writhing on the ground ! 
See yonder mangled mass of Atoms lie. 
Behold that Christian's hands the flames apply, 
At the bare feet is laid that sulphurous train. 
It climbs the heart and bums into the brain ! 

Ye friends of man ! whose souls with mercy glow,. 
Throb not vour breasts with.sympathisinpp wo ? 
Fires not the social blood within your vems, 
To make the White Man feel the Negro's pains ? 
Beat not your hearts the mi^reant ar^is to bind, 
Of the proud Christian with a savage mind ? 
Do vou not pant to snap the impious chain* 
And rush to succor the insulted train 7 
From servile bonds, to free the hapless race. 
And fix the haughty tyrants in their place? 
Make tbxm th^ weight of Slav'ry to know, 



HVHAiriTT, OB THE RXIiBTS OF KATUmX. 

nn theb hard natures melt in rantnal wo» 
Nor tiD they humanize to social men, 
Would re leatore them to their rights agun 

Oh ! FaKBDoii, sacred Goddess f who in^piroiri 
Th' untutoc'd Savage with sublimest fires, 
Ofl have their Chieft 6*er listed troops prerail'd, 
And Nature's warriors sped where armies fail'd ; 
While the bought soldier in his trade of death, 
With sordid contracts bargains for hift breath, 
And the brave Indian from his fetters broke 
Ev^ Famine braves to ftel no more the ycke. 

What will not FkKEDOM*B Heav'n.descended fire* 
In cultur'd, or untutor'd Souls inspire 7 
The RiOBTS or Nature and of God to save, 
lien scoop the rock and build upot the wave. 

And lo ! methinks, on Fancy's wing c.inveyd, 
The Muse already gains the palmy shade, 
Herself the messenger, to Southern plains 
Ardent she flies to break the tyrant-chains. 
** I come, I come to set the Captive free, 
Te sufiering Heirs of sweet HUMANITY, 
Whose Minds can reason, and whose Hearts can moy% 
With all the joys and agonies of Love, 
Sublime on Nature's scale again ye rise 
Equals on Earth, as equals in the skies. 
Where Freedom bids, now take your blithsome way, 
Yours the fair mom, and yours the closing day, 
Yours is the jocund eve, Its sports command 
Or on the cooling wave or burning sand. 
If in your breasts the Patriot passions bum 
To your lov'd Country, to your Homes return, 
Free, unconfin*d, where'er your course ye bend, 
Still, still shall Liberty your steps attend ! 
Negroes are Merif ana men are Shitee no more 
Fair Freedom reigna^ and Tyranny is oVr /* 

WILLIAM SEWARD HALL. 

Is not tha slave a man 
God»snoblest work ? Does not the negro bear 
The sUmp of man ? the impress of the Deity ? 
Canst thou boast more, assuming polish'd white 7 
In a^ past, in Rome's Augustrj^ days 
Did Britons higher stand in mental rank 
Than in the nineteenth century, Afric's sons 7 
Vile slavery, heart-sinking doleful name, 
Thou fell destroyer of the dearest right 
That nature gave to man ; thou art abhori'd 
By every Britbh soul. Thou odious fiend. 
Cease thy infernal sway o'er land that claim 
Ff^iteetion 'neath Britannia's sheltering wing. 

Empire of Philanthropy, 
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TBS UQIOX OF LIBEKTT. 
Fntdem'i gtoriOM Sun dispeUtng the ttaek c*ao» 0/ BlatitTy. 



PERCY BYSCHE SHELLEY. 

Oh, keener thy gize tban ibe LiKhtning^ ghra, 
And iwifter Ihy alep tbui Iha Earthquike's tninp ; 
ThoD deafeneat the i*ge of the Ooeia i thj Hsra 
MikM blind the Tolannoa ; the Sun's brif ht lunp 
To Ittine u ■ fenfire duip. . 

From billow end mountun tad eih&lotioo 
The innlight ia darlwl through VKpoi sad blwt ; 
From ipiril to ipirit, &om nslion to oition. 
From city to hamlet thy dawning u cait,-— 
And tyrants and Blares are like ahadoiFB of nisht 
In the vui of the Homing Light ! 

Kor where the tropica bound the reahns of day, 
Waa man a nobler being ; Slavery 
Had cruebed him to hie country's blood-atained dut 
Oilie was bartered for Ihe Ame of power 
Which D.11 intoiDsl iiDptilaea deatroytng, 
Makea human will an article of trade ; 
Or he was changed with ChristiaQS tor tb^ gM 
And dragged to diitant isles, where to the aonnd 
Of the ^h-mangling soourge, he does the wot' 
Of all-polluting luxury and wealth, 
Which doubly Tuiita on the grants' heads, 
The long protracted fiiUnesa of their woe. 



THJE I.£6I0Tr OF LtBEUTT, 

GEORGE GORDON BYRON. 

Aa4 thus they plod in sluggish raisery, 
Koiting from sire to son, aiid age to age, 
Proud ot' their trampled oature, and so die, 
yeqaeathing their hereditary rage 
To the new race of inborn slaves, who wage 
War for th^ir chains, and rather than be free, 
Bleeds gladiator .like, and still engage 
Within the same arena, where they see 
Their fellows fall before, like leaves of the same tree. 

Yet let us ponder boldly — tis a base 
Abandonment of reajson to resign 
Our right of thought — our last and only place 
Of x^uge ; this, at least, shall still be mine : 
Though from our birth the faculty divine 
Is chain'd and tortured — cabin*d, cribb'd, confined, 
And bred in darkness, lest the truth should shine 
Too brightly on the unprepared mind, 
The beam pours in, for time and skill will couch the Mind. 



JOHN MILTON, 

Wrote the following lines in reference to the detraction which 
flailed him on account of his writing In favor of liberty : 

I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs, 

By the known rules of ancient Liberty, 

When straight a barbarous noise environs nie, 

Of owIb and cuckoos, asses, apes and dogs ; 
As when those hinds, that* were transformed to frogs, 

RailM at Latona^s twin-born progeny, . . 

Which after hold the sun and moan in fee. 

But thiq,is got by casting pearl to hogs 
Th^t bawl fbr freedom in their sensdess luood, 

And still revolt when TROTH would set them free. 

License they mean when they cry liberty ; 
For who loves THAT must first be wise and good : 

But from that mark how far they rove we see, 

For all this waste of weatth, and loss of Mood. 

ON HIS BLINDNESS, 

Cyriae, this three-year*s'.day these eyes, tlKmgh dear 
To outward view, of blemish or of «pot, 
Bereft of light, their seeing have forgot ; 
Nor to their idle orbs doth sight appear 

Of sun, or moon, or star, throughout the year, 
Or man, or woman. Yet I argue not 
Agamst Heaven's hand or will $ lior bate a jot 
Of heart and hope ; but still bear up and steer * 

Right onward. What supports me, dost-thott ask 1 



TB£ X.£6I0ir or LXBEBTT 

The conscience, friend, to have lost them overplied i 

IN LIBERTY'S DEFENCE, MY NOBLE TASK, * 

Of which all Earopc ringp from side to side. 
This thought might Iciui me through the world's vain mask- 
Content, Uiough blind, I had no better guide. 



ROBERT POLLOCK. 

Who blushed alike to be, or have a slave.— 

Unchristian thought ! on what pretence soe'er, 

Of right inherited, or else acquired ; 

Of loss, or profit, or what plea you name, 

To buy or sell, to barter, whip, and hold 

In chains a being of celestial make — 

Of kindred form, of kindred faculties, 

Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires ; 

Bom free, and heir of an immortal hope ! 

Thought villanious, absurd, detestable ! 

Unworthy to be harbored in a fiend l-^Covrse of Time* 



JAMES GRAINGER. 

Oh, did the tender muse possess the power. 
Which monarchs have and monarchs oft abuse : 
Twould be the fond ambition of her soul 
To quell tyrannic sway ; knock off the chains 
Of heart debasing slavery ; give to man 
Of every color, and of every clime, 
Freedom, which stamps him image of his God. 
Then laws. Oppression's scourge, fair virtue's prop, 
Ofi&pring of wisdom ! should impartial reign, 
To knit the whole in well accorded strife : 
Servants, not slaves ; of choice, and not compelled. 

THOMAS PRINGLE. 

Oh Slavery ! thou art a bitter draught ! 
And twice accursed is thy poisoned trawl. 
Which taints with leprosy the white man's soul. 
Not less than his by whom its dregs are quailed. 
The slave sinks down, o'ercome by cruel craft, 
Like beast of burthen on the earth to roll. 
The Master, though in luxury's lap he Idl, 
Feels the foul vencmi, like a mnkling shaft. 
Strike through his reins. As if a demon laughed. 
He, laughing, treads his yictim in the dust — 
The yictim of his avarice, rage, or lust. 
But the poor Captive's moan the whirlwinds waft 
To Heaven— 'not unavenged. The oppressor quakes 
With sei^ret dread, and gharee the hell he tnakee. 
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THE LSClOir 01^ LIBfiSTT. 

GEORGE W. F. HOWARD. 

L<utD Morpeth. 

Proudly on CroMy's tented world 

The Lion flag of England flew ; 
As i»t>udl7 gleamed its cipnson fold 

O'er the dun heights of Waterloo : ' 

But other lyres shaU greet the brave, "« 

Sing now, that we have freed the slave. 

Bi^ht Science, through each field of space, 

Has urged her mist-dispelling car. 
Coy Nature's hidden reign to trace, 

Tt> weigh each wind, and count each star* 
Yet stay, thou proud Philosophy, 
First stoop to bid Mankind be Fi^e. 

'Ah ! for the tale the slave could speak. 
Ah ! for the shame of Britian's sway. 

On Afric's sands the maddened shriek, 
*Neath Indian suns the burning day : 

Ye sounds of g^t — ^ye sights of gore^— 

Away ! for Slavery is no more. 



ALEXANDER GARLILE. 

• 

Land of the Free! shall that proud name 
Be blent with tyrant guilt and shame ? 
Lend ail its lustr^ to a land, 
Where man's o'er rules God's great command ; 
Inverts the sacred order ^en 
To moral claims by righteous Heaven ; 
Yea, sets low Avarice above 
What gives to man God's image — Love 
Says Mercy may her bosom steel. 
So tie an ali^ race that feel ; 
And Justice may the blood first test. 
Then say which counter claim is beast; 
Adjudging each high claim of right. 
Just as the skin is dark or light ? 



JOSEPH ADDISON. 

What is Life? 
*Ti8 not to stalk about and draw fresh air 
From time to time, or gaze upon the sun ;^ 
»Tis to be free !— 

A day — an hour of virtuous Liberty 
Is worth a whole eternity of bondage ! 
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TBE LEGION OF LIBEETT. 

JAM£S THOMPSON. 

Kind eqaal rule, the government of ]aW8, 
And oll-protecting Freedom, which alone, 
Sustains Ihe name and dignity of man » 
These are not theirs. The parent-sun himself 
Seems o*er this world of slaves to tyrannize. — 
Here dwells the direful shark, lur'd by the scent, 
Of steaming crowds, of rank disease and death. 
He, from the partners of that cruel trade. 
Which spoils unhappy Guinea of her sons. 
Demands his share of prey — demands themseWee, 
The stormy fates descend : one deaih involves 
Tyrants and slaves.— TA« Seamms. 

O great design, 
Ye sons of mercy ! O complete your work ; 
Wrench from oppression's jiaud the iron rod. 
And bid the cruel feel the( wounds they givo-^- 
Man knows no master save creating heaven. 
Or those whom choice and common good ordaios« 

The Poem Liberty 

JOHN BOWRING. 

Liberty for the white, the few. 

From the oppressor's thrall, 
Nay ! but Liberty, Liberty too, 

For the blacksj^ for ALL ! 
Slavery shall not stamp her ban 

On any nlen, or man. 

Pespised there b none, degraded none ; 

Each holds its ordered place. 
But His man, usurping man alone. 

Who hath stigmatized his race ; 
Who hath given his fellow — shame I O shame! 

A 9lave*s ignoble name. 

JOHN ANGELL JAMES. 

How great and noble will your nation appear ; how united will 
it be $ and bow prepared for every glorious moral enterprise, when 
this plague-spot shall be effaced from her body, and this cause of in« 
temal weakness removed ; then when your eagle shall no longer be 
seen with the blood of the slave upon his talons, or the foul impuri. 
ty of the slave's tyrant upon his plumage, how majestically will he 
■oar amidst the full Slaze of liberty, and piety, with an eye that nev- 
er blinks, and a wing that never wearies ; the symbol of vour own 
glory, and the object of admiration to the world. 
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JOHN LOCKS. 



Slavery w so vile and miserable an estate of man, and so directly 
opposite to the generous temper and courage of onr nation, Chat it is 
hard to be conceived that an Englishman, mach less a gentleman, 
choold plead for it. The natural liberty of man is to be free from 
any superior power on earth, and not to be under the will of legisla- 
tive authority of man, but to have only the law of Nature for his 
rule. The liberty of man, in society, is to be under no other legisla- 
tive power, but that established, by consent, in the commonwealth ; 
nor under the dominion of any will, or restraint of any laW| bat 
what that legislature shall enact, according to the trust put in iL 
Every body has a property in his own person that nobody has any. 
right to but himself. The labor of his body and the work of hu 
hands we may say are properly his. — Treatite on Government 



ADAM SMITH. 

Tbouffh the wear and tear of a free servant be equally at the ex- 
pense of his master, it generally costs him much less than that of a 
■lave. The fund destined for replacing or repairing, if I may say so, 
the wear and tear of the slave, is commonly managed by a negligent 
master or careless overseer. That destined for performing the some 
office with regard to the free man, is managed by the fVec man him- 
self. The disorders which generally prevail in the economy of the 
rich, naturally introduce themselves into the management of the 
former ; the strict frugality and parsiraooious attention of the poor, 
as naturally establish themselves in that of the latter. Under such 
difi&rent management, the same purpose must require very diflSbrent 
degrees of expense to execute it. If great improvements are 
seldom to be expected from great proprietors, they are least of all 
to be expected when they employ slaves for their workmen. The 
expejrience of all ages and nations, I believe, demonstrates that the 
work done by slaves, though it appears to cost only their mainte- 
nance, is in the end the dearest of any. A person who can acquire 
no property, can have no interest but to eat as much, and to .labor 
as little as possible. Whatever work he does beyond what is sulH 
cient to purchase his own maintenance, can be squecszed oiTt of him 
by violence only, and not by any interest of his own. In ancient 
Italy, how much the cultivation of corn degenerated, how unprofi- 
table it became to the master, when it jfell under the management of 
slaves, is remarked by both Pliny and Columella. lu the time of 
Aristotle it had not been much better in ancient Greece. 

As the profit and success of the cultivation which is carried on by 
means of cattle, depend very much upon the good management of 
those cattle ; so the profit and success of that which is carried on by 
slaves, must depend equally upon the good management of thosQ 
slaves; and in the good management of their slaves, the French 
planters, I think it is generally allowed, are superior to the English. 
The law, so far as it givctf some weak protectioa to the slave against 



the violence of his muster, is likely to he hetler executed in a colony 
where the governmt^nt is in a great measure arbitrary, than in one 
where it is altogether free. In every country where the unfortunate 
iaw of shiyery is established, the magistrate, when he protects tlie 
slave, intermeddles in some measure in the management of the pri. 
yate property of the master ; and, in a free country, where the mas^ 
ter is perhaps either a member ef the colony assembly, or an elector 
of such a member, he dares not do this, but with the greatest cau- 
tion and circumspection. The respect which he is obliged to pay to 
the master, renders it more difficult for hhn to protect the slave. But 
in a country where the government is in a great measure arbitrary, 
where it is usual for the magistrate to intermeddle evep in the pri* 
vate property of individuals, and to send them, perhaps, a lettre de 
cachet, if they do not manage it according to his liking, it is much 
easier for him to give some protection to the slave ; and common hu- 
manity naturally disposes him to do so. The protection of the m8<' 
giatrate renders the slave less contemptible' in the eyes of his master* 
who is ther/sby induced to consider him with more regard, and^to 
treat hini with more gentleness. Gentle usage renders the slave not 
only more faithful, but more intelligent, and Uiei^efore, upon a dou- 
ble accouxrt, more useful. He approaches more to the condition of a 
free servant, and may possess some degree of integrity and attac^- 
itnent to his master's interest ; virtues which frequently belong to. free 
servants, but which can never belong to a slave, who is treated as 
slaves commonly are in countries where the master is prefectly free 
and secure. Tnat the condition of a slave is better under an arbi* 
trary than under a free government, is, I believe, supported by the 
history of all ages and nations, — Wealth of Nations, 

WILLIAM PALEY. 

I define slavery to be ♦* an obligation to labor for the benefit-of the 
master, without the contract or consent of the servant.** This ol^ 
ligation may arise, consistently with the law of Nature? from three 
causes : 1. From crimes. 2. From captivity. 3. From debt. In 
the first case, the continuance of the slavery, as of any other punish- 
ment, ought to be proportioned to the crime ; in the second and third 
oases, it ought to cease, as soon as the demand of the injured na> 
tjon, or private creditor, is satisfied. 

The slave trade upon the coast of Africa is not excused by these 
principles. When slaves in that country are brought to market, no 
questions, I believe, are asked about the origin or justice of the ven- 
der's title. It may be presumed, therefore, tlmt this title is not al- 
ways, if it be ever, founded in any of the cauties above' assigned. 

But defect of rl^ht in the first purchase is the least crime, with 
which^ thistrafiick Is chargeable. The natives are excited to war and 
mutual depre4ation, for the sake of supplying their contracts, or 
furnishing the market with slaves. With this the wickedness begins. 
The slaves, torn away from parents, wives, children, from their 
friends and companions, their fields and fiocks, their home and ecnin- 
try, are tran)^orled to the Bor^ieBn setUoment* in Amerioa, wUll 
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THOXAt CHALMBBt. 

no other •oeommodaticm on ship-boftrd than what 10 prcmded for 
bnitM. This is the second stag^e of cruelty ; from which the miseria. 
ble exiles are delivered, only to be placed, and that for life, in sub. 
jection to a dominion and system of laws, the most merciless and ty* 
rannical that ever were tolerated upon the face of the earth : and . 
from all that can be learned by the accounts of the people upon the 
Bpotf the inordinate authority, which the plantation laws confeif 
upon the slaveholder, is exercised, by the JSnglUh daveholder es'' 
pecially, with rigor and brutality. 

But neeesnty is pretended ; the name under which every enormity 
is attempted to be justified. And, after all, what is the necessity 1 
It has never been proved that the land could not be cultivated there, 
as it is here, by hired servants. It is said that it could not be col. 
tivated with quite the same conveniency and cheapness, as by the 
labor of slaves ; by which means a pound of sugar, which the piwa.- 
iec now sells for sixpence^ could not be afforded under six p^ioe halt 
penny ; — ^and this is the necessity .'-^Principles of Moral and Po- 
Utical Philosophy. 

THOMAS CHALMERS, 

,1 shall never withhold the tribute of my reverence from that go. 
vernment which put an end to the atrocities of the slave-trade. I 
shall never forget the triumph, which, in that proudest day of Bri. 
tain's glory, the cause of humanity gained within the walls of our 
enlightened parliament. Let my right hand forget her cunning, ere 
I forget that country of my birth, where, in defiance to all the 
clamors of mercantile alarm, every calculation of interest was given 
to the wind, and braving; every hazard, she nobly resolved to shake 
off the whole burden of infamy, which lay upon her. I shall never 
forget, that how to complete the object in behalf of which she has so 
honorably led the way, she has walked the wliole round of civilized 
society, and knocked at the door of every government of Europe, 
and Ufled her imploring voice for injured Africa, and plead with the 
mightest monarchs of the world, the cause of her outraged shoreer, 
and her distracted families. I c^n neitlier shut my heart nor my 
eyes to the fact, that at this moment she is stretching Ifbrth the pro- 
tection of her naval arm, and shielding, to the uttermost of her 
vigor, that coast where an inhuman avarice is still plying its guilty 
devices, and aiming to perpetuate among an unoffending people, a 
trade of cruelty) 'with all the horrid train of its terrors and abomina- 
tions. Were such a government as this to be swept from its base, 
either by the violenpe of foreign hostility, or by the hands of her 
own misled and infatuated children, I should never cease to depl<n:e 
it as the deadliest interruption, which ever had been -given to the 
interests of human virtue, and to the march of human improve* 
ment." — Thoughts on Peace. 

The multiplicity, and the fearful aggravation, of the unredressed 
wrongs inflicted every day by man upon his fellows — The history of 
human society teems with these , and the unappeased cry, whether 
for Tengeance or reparation, rises to heaven because of them. We 



WILLIAM SINCLAIR. 

might here expatiate on the monstrous, the wholesale atrocitiee, per*, 
petrated our the defenceletss by the strong ; and which custom has 
ahnost legalized— -having stood their ground against the indigitatioa 
of the upright and the good for many ages. Perhaps for the motrt; 
gigantic example of this, in the dark annalsr of our guilty world, we 
i^ould turn our eyes upon injured Africti — that devoted region, whero 
the luM of gain has made the fiercest and fellest' exhibition of its har« 
dihood; and whose weeping families are broken up in thousands, 
every year, that the families of Europe might the more delicate^ 
and luxuriously regale themseves. It is a picturesque, and seems a 
-powerful argument for some future day of retribution, when we look 
on the one Tiand, to the prosperity of the lordly opjEo^ssor, wrung^ 
&om the sufferings of a captive and subjugated people ; and look, oq 
the other, to the tears and the untold agony of tne hundreds beneath 
him, whose lives of dreariness and hard labor are tenfold embittered^ 
by the imagery of that dear and distant land, fVom which they hav» 
been irrecoverably torn.^ — Natural Theology, 



WILLIAM SINCLAIR. 

Scotland,* thou hast not slept ! for years on years 
Thou hast denounced the trade of blood and tears ; . 
Yet still thine arm is powerful— other climes 
Traffic in blood, and shame the world with crimes ; 
America — the temple of the Free — 
The boasted scene and stage of Liberty, — 
Dark with oppression, groans beneaih a load 
Unjust to man and hateful unto Grod, 
Blacker and fouler, stained with deeper shame, 
BecauBC it rests on Freedom's lofly name ; 
Then let thy means be ever freely given, 
Thine influence lent, thy prayers ascend to heaven. 
Thy triumph-banner never more be furled, 
Till freedom reigns — oppression flies the world ! 
Edinburgh, July 30, 1834. 

WILLIAM MACLURE. 

The language of children in all countries where negroes are the 
nurses and servants, is sufficient proof of the imitation of sounds ; 
and a further examination of the characters formed by the nnfortn- 
nate mixture of abject submission, cringing flattery, and low, artful 
cunning, would finish the disagreeable picture of the characters of 
those, so unfortunate as to have slaves for theu: first companions and 
teachers. 

Of all the animals, man or what is called the better or higher or 
ders, is the only class that do not attend to the instruction of theii 
offspring themselves, but leave that essential duty to hirelings. We 



W1I.LIAM MACI«UftS. 

riiottld naturftlly rappose, that in doing so, they would at least en^ 
pkj all their faculties of diflcrimination and selectioDt in the choieo 
of the person or persona to whom they delegated that important trast ; 
that they would surround their innocent progeny, with mUdnese, 
beneyoleiice, friendship and good will towards man : so that every 
action they saw, and every expression they heard, should breatlw 
nothing but peace, unanimity and friendly feeling, towards the wholo 
Iraman species. But how are these objects eifected, when the forma.* 
tkm of the infant mind is entnuted to an untaught and therefore ig- 
liotant slave ? 

f Slaves, in this free country, though physically better treated, yet 
aiorally, by the contrast, are in a much more tantalizing situation, 
than in countries under despotism, where all are a kind of slavea* 
itnd not a ray of freedom flashes across the dismal field of universal 
fioercion. When comparing their destiny with those around theni» 
their motives for disobedience, discontent, revenge, &c. aie much 
stronger, than in countries, where the chain of airbitrary power« 
Ihou^ lighter near the source, yet weighs more or less heavily on all 
classes and descriptions of men. 

In all countries where there are slaves, whether white or black, 
there is a perpetual war between force and fraud. The master, as 
legitimate owner of all production of the sl&ve, seizes the whole, and 
the slave, to recover part for his own use, exercises his ingenuity to 
purloin, what has been considered by law and habit, the property ot 
the master. This alternation of legal and illegal hostilities, leaves 
both parties in a state of irritable retaliation, manifested by force on 
the part of the master, and retorted by cunning, subterfuge, deceit, 
and hypocrisy, by the slave ; a state of society which, while it clothes 
the master with an arbitraiy power, necessary to its continuance, in. 
creases the temptation to crime on the part of the slave ; and thus 
becomes the cause of a partial demoralization of both. Between this 
high-handed violence, and low, deceitful cunning, can the imitative 
mmds of children become otherwise than coitupted and vitiated ? 

It is the monopoly of property, knowledge and power, that has 
supported the assumed superiority of the whites over the colored peo. 
pie in all the European colonies. In Mexico, the vast number of 
native Mexicans must command pcwer, when property and know 
le<^ shall lend their assistance, and join the strongest. 

The tyranny of the strangest over the weakest has been manifested 
in all states of society, even where civilization has made some pro- 
gress. The women are prevented, by the oppression of men, from 
being so useful either to themselves or others, as they would be, if 
freed from the 'arbitrary control of those who are only superior to 
them in physical strength. The improvement of mankind, has lost 
the aid and assistance of half the population, by the education of 
wotnen being confined. 
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THB LEGION OF LIBBBTT. 

,- JERSMY BENTHAM. 

As^aoon.as slavery is established, it becomes the lot of the great- 
est nuMiber. A master counts his slaves as his flocks, by hundreds^ 
by thousands, by tens of thousands. The advantage is only on the 
side of a single person ; the disadvantages are on the side of the mul- 
titude. If the evils of slavery were not great, its extent alone would 
suffice to make it considerable. Generally speaking, and every 
cousideration apart, there can therefore^ be no ground Tor hesitation 
between the loss that would result to the masters from enfranchise^ 
meet, and the gain which would result from it to the slaves. 

Another strong augument against slavery may be drawn from its 
influence upon the we&Itb and power of nations. A free man pro- 
duces more than a slave. Set at liberty all the slaves which a mas. 
ter possesses, this master would, without doubt» lose a part of his 
property ; but slaves taken together would produce not only what 
he lost, but still more. But happiness cannot be augmented with 
kbaadance, whilst public power increases in the same proportion. 

Two circumstances concur in diminishing the produce of slaves, 
the absence of the stimuhis of reward, and the insecurity of their 
condition. 

It is easily perceived that the fe^ of punishment is little likely to 
draw from a laborer all the industry of which he is capable, all the 
work he can furnish. Fear leads him to hide his powers rather 
than to show them ; to remain below rather than to surpass him* 
self. 

By a work of supererogation, he would prepare punishment for 
himself; he would only raise the measure of his ordinary duties by 
displaying superior capacity. H\6 ambitiop is the reverse of that 
of a freeman ; and he seeks to descend in the scale of industry, rath- 
er than to ascend. Not only does he produce lees ; he consumes 
more, not in enjoyment, but lavishly, wastefuUy, and by bad econo- 
my. Of what importance to him are interests which are not his 
own 7 Every thing which saves his labor is a gain for him ; every 
thing which he allows to be lost, is only the loss of his master. Why 
shoiUd he invent new methods of doing more or better ? In making 
improvements he must think ; and thinking it a labor to which no 
one gives himself without a motive. Degriuled to a beast oJF burden, 
a slave never raises himself above a blind routine, and ^e genera* 
tion succeeds another without any progress in improvement. 

Principles of the Civil Code. 

The happiness of the people ought to be the aim of the legislatcur ; 
general utility ought to be the principle of reasoning in legislation. 
What is conformable to utility, or to the interest of a community, is 
whatever tends to augment the sum.total of the happiness of the in- 
dividuals composing that community. Moral good is a good only 
because of its tendency to produce physical (and mental) good ; mortu 
evil is bad only because of its tendency to produce physical (and, 
mental) eviL 



nt IBGlOir OF LIBBRTT* 

FRANCES WRIGHT. 

Men are vvrtuoua in proportion as they are happy, and happy t» 
proportion aa they are free. This truth is exemplified in the history 
of modem as of ancient times. Every where knowledge, mental re- 
finement, and the gentler, as the more ennobling, feelings of hu* 
roanity, have kept pace, influx or reflux, with the growth or depre8> 
•icm of the spirit of freedom. 

Liberty without equality, what is it 'but a chimera ? and equality, 
what is it also but a chimera unless it extend to all the enjoyments, 
exertions, and advantages, intellectual, and physical, of which our 
nature is capable 7 

By political liberty we may understand the liberty c£ speecli and 
of action without incurring the violence of authority or the penalties 
of law. By moral liberty may we not understand ihefree exercwe 
of the liberty of speech and action^ without incurring the intoleranee 
ii popular preiudioe and ignorant public opinion ? 

The strengtn of the prejudice of color, as existing in the United 
States and in the European colonies, can in general hb litUe con- 
ceived, and less understood in the old continent ; yet, however whim- 
■ical it may there appear, is it, in fact, more ridiculous than the Bo. 
ropean prejudice of birth ? The superior excellence which the one 
supposes in a peculiar descent, or merely in a peculiar name, the 
other imagines in a peculiar complexion or set of features ; and per. 
haps it is only by considering man in many countries, and observing 
fell his varying and contradictory prejudices, that we can discover the 
equal absurdity of all. 

There is a vulgar persuation, that the ignorance of women, by 
favoring their subordination, ensures their utility. 'Tis the same ar^ 
gument employed by the ruling few against the subject many in aris. 
tocracies ; by the rich against Uie poor in democracies; fay the learned 
professions against the people in all countries. And let us observe, 
that if good in one case, it should be good in all ; and that, unless 
you are prepared to admit that you are yourselves less industrious in 
proportion to your intelligence, you must abandon the position with 
respect to others. But, in fact, who is it amone men that best 
struggle with difficulties ? — ^tbe strong minded or the weak ? Who 
meet with serenity adverse fortune ? — the wise or the foolish ? Who 
accommodate themselves to irremediable circumstances? or when 
remediable, who control and mould them at will ? — the intelligent or 
the ignorant ? Let your answer in your own case be your answer in 
that of women* 



WILLIAM THOMPSON. 

The few intelligent and benevolent men who are clear sighted 
enough to see their interest in refraining from the use of an <^ious 
power of making their fellow-creatures wretched, admit the useless. 
ness of such power to good purposes. Why is therefore this pesti. 
ferous power to Oppress retained ? Not by the wise for good, but by 
the ignorant and brutal for bad purposes ; to save them tlie trouble 
of cultivating their intellectual powers, of learning the art of per- 
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•uftding, of convincing the understinding of their equak, of inflii. 
encing bj the cultivation of sympathy and benevolence ! To nyis 
0aeh troublesome, such unmanly operation^ the brute, tbbugfa pom 
■essing superior strength and affecting the self complacency of en. 
perior knowledge, — means abundantly sujfScient, if not more than 
sufficient for all purposes of useful innuence, — seizes on the power to 
command ; and rrom that moment seals his own misery, as &r aa 
dependent on his connexion in marriage, iieith the degradation of hia 
slave. If this power of command, not necessary for any usefUI pur« 
posts, not used by the good, is still retained, what does it prove ? 
That it is retained for bad purposes, for gratifying the lust of domi- 
nation of the stronger over the weaker, for securing to the stronger 
all those exclusive means of happiness which he may think fit to re- 
serve to himself, for gratifying him with the vicious pleasure of hold- 
uig the destinies^ the happiness or misery of another human beingi 
at his absolute and unaccountable will, that he may be enabled, if so 
inclined, to exercise all the passions of a fiend on his caged victim, 
to whom death, or his destruction, is the only refuge from his perse- 
cution ; all human aid, all human sympathy barred out. Despotim 
is a power which will never be accepted of by the wise and good» 
which can be sought for by the ignorant and the wicked alone.—- ^|»- 
peal ^f Women, 

JOHN MASON GOOD. 

We have instances of a black man being suddenly bleached into 
a white man. These instances are indeed of rare occurrence ; but 
they are sufficient to show the absurdity of the argument for a plu- 
rality of human stocks or species, from a mere difference in the color 
of the skin ; an argument thus proved to be altogether superficial, 
and which we may gravely assert to be not more than »kin-deep. 
The whole difierence between the cranium of a Negro and that of 
an European is in no respect greater than that which exists between 
the cranium of the wild boar and that of the domestic swine. Those 
who are in possession of Daubenton's drawings of the two, must be 
sensible of this the first moment they compare them together. 

Nor is it to a fbw casual individuals, among the black tribes, ap- 
pearing in distant countries, and at distant eras, that we have to look 
for the dearest proofs of human intelligence. At this moment, scat- 
tered like their own oases, their islands of beautiful verdure, over the 
eaatem and western deserts of Africa, multitudes of little principali- 
ties of Negroes are still existing, — ^multitudes that have of late years, 
been detected and are still detecting, whose national virtues would 
do honour to the most polished states of Europe. 

JOHN STEWART. 
It is from the fatal preponderance of passion over reason, that tho 
atrocious and damnaW Tradv in Hukah Flesh is sanctified ; an 
act so infamous, that eould all the crimes which history records be 
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MUectad and eonaolidated into one, it would lose its nature of atrocity 
«od become a virtue^ when placed in comparison with the slave-trade, 
oonsidened in its double Bagitiousness of first buying the human species 
aod then deitrojring them. It is inconceivable, that an assembly of a 
aatioa can be euilty of an act that no individual who has not de^aded 
biaieelf below his species, ana familiarized his ear to the association of 
his name with that of villain and scoundrel but would feel a horror of 
committing. Though legislative accomplices may cover his Bbajnr& 
and screen him from pubfic censure, yet now, in the name of truth, if 
he possesses a well-organized mind and body, and but a common 
•hare of reflection, (or rather the pre-eminent and characteristic share 
of an Englishman,) how can be esteem himself when conscience will 
ever upbraid him with the participation in an act whose fla^tiousnesa ia 
80 great, that unless he renounces the character of man, his very share 
would be sufficient to sink him into the most ignominious contempt, 
and draw upon him more remorse than would the catalogue of all liie 
acted and imagined crimes in nature. — The Moral State oj^aiums* 

SIR WILLIAM JONES. 

I pass with haste by the coast of Africa, whence n^ mind tamrt 
with indignation at the abominable traffic in the human speeies, froBH 
which a part of our countrymen dare to derive their inauapicioiis wealth. 
Sugar, it has beeir said, would be dear if it were not worked by blacks ; 
as if the most laborious, the most dangerous works were not carried 
on hi every country by fre^en ; in fact, they are so carried on with 
infinitely more advantage, for there is alacrity ia a consciousness of 
freedom, and a gloomy, sullen indolence in a consciousness of slaveiy. 
But let sugar be as dear as it may, it is better to eat none, to eat honey, 
if sweetness only be palatable; better to eat aloes or coloquintida, than 
violate a primary law of nature, impressed on every heart not imbroted 
by avarice ; than rob one human creature of those eternal rights of 
which no law upon earth can justly deprive him* 

EDWARD LYTTON BtJLWER. 

It is in vain that they oppose OPINION ; any thing else tiiey may 
subdue. They may conauer wind, water, nature itself; but to the 

Sro^ess of that secret, subtile, pervading spb^t, their imagination can 
evise, their strength can accomplish, no bar; its toiories they may 
seize, Uiey may destroy; itself, they cannot touch. If they clieck it in 
one place, it mvades ^em m another. They cannot build a wall 
across the whole earth ; and even if they could, it would pass over its 
summit 1 Chains cannot bind it, for it is immaterial — nor dungeons 
enclose it, for it is universal. Over the fag^t and the scafibld~<over 
the bleeding bodies which they pile against its path, it sweeps en with 
a noiseless, but unceasing maroi. Do they bring armies against it, it 
presents to them no pupable Object to oppose. Its camp is the 
universe; its asylum the bosomaof their own scddiera. Let them 
depopulate, destroy as they please, to each extremity of the earth ; but 
aa loiBg as they have a ainf^ aapporter theiB8diTe8*-«8 kmg m they 
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USNBT BROUGHAM. 

ieave a sinsie individual into whom that sprit can enter, so long tb^ 
will bavie tne same labors to encounter, and the, same enemy to subdii«i 
The Spanish Patriot Rieg6*s ReJUctmi's on TjfravUs, 



Oh, Freedom ! with prophet's voice, 
Bid the emds of the earth rejoice ! 
Wherever the proud are ^trong, 
And right is oppressed by wrong— 
Wherever the dim day shines, 
Through the cell where the oapfhre pines.-^ 
. nGo forth with a trumpet's sound! 
And teU to the nations round — 
On the^Uls where the heroes trod, — 
In the shrines of the saints of God, — 
In the ruler's hall- and the martyr's prison, 
That the slumber is broke and the sleeper arisen ! 
That the day of the scourge and the fetter is p'er. 
And earth feels the tread of the freeman once more ! 

HENRY BROUGHAM. 

^ Tell me not of rights — talk not of the property of the planter in 
his slaves. 1 deny tfe right — I acknowledge not the property. The 
principles, the feelings, of our common nature, rise in rebelhon against 
it Be the appeal made to the understanding or to the heart, the sen- 
tence is the same that rejects it In vain you tell me of laws that 
sanction such a claim ! There is a law above all the enactments of 
human cod es^-the same throughout the world, the Mine in all times — 
such as it was before the daring genius of Columbus pierced the night 
of ages, and opened to one world the sources of power, wealth, and 
knowledge; to another, all unutterable woes; such it is at this day: 
it is the law written hy the finger of Grod on the heart of man ; and by 
Uiat law, unchangeable and eternal, while men despise fraud, and 
loathe ra{Hne, and abhor blood, they shall reject with indignation the 
wild and guilty fantasy, that man can hold property in man ! In vain 
you appeal to treaties, to covenants between nations. The covenants 
of the Almighty^ whether the old or the new, denounce such unholy 
pretensions. To those laws did they of old refer, who maintained the 
African trade. Such treaties did they cite, and not untruly ; for by 
one shameful compact,. you bartered the glories of Blenheim for the 
UrafHc in blood ! Yet, m despite of law and of treaties, that infernal 
traffic is now destroyed, and its votaries put to death like other pirates. 
How came this change to pass ? Not assuredly by parliament leading 
the way ; but the country at length awoke ; the mdignatlon of the 
people was kindled; it descended in thundQr,.and smote the traffic, 
and scattered its guilty profits to the winds. ».«... 

One word before I sit down, and that shall hd in reference to those 
other countries which, by a singular coincidence, obtained their freedom 
about the same period wnen we began our efiective struggle — the Ameri- 
cans having obtained their political freedom about the time when Thomas 
Olarkson began to agitate the question of the slave-trade, and the 
French having obtained their restoration to freedom in the very same 
month, when Yorkshire enabled us, by the spirit which it then exhibited, 
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THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON. 

to accomplish the great object of emancifMitiof), for which wo had 
previously to long stru^^led in vain. That being the ease^ is it hot 
melancholy aa it regar<» France — ^is it not unspeakably mopmfnl-^ 
Day, is it not absolutely monstrous (I use the term without meaning 
offtince,) AS regards America — is it not matter of the prolbundest won- 
der, that in a country which boasts of being the freest (and, politically 
•peaking, it is one of the freest on the face of the earth,) should be the 
country which seems to cling the most closely to the slavery of the 
negroes, a slavery which when compared with the fetters which thej 
(the Americans) so nobly burst asunder, in their resistance to the 
oppressions of the mother country, may be compared to straws laid 
upon the back of a camel 7 (Cheers.) Can tliis endure — can such 
an anomaly be perpetuated — can so gross, so violent, so egregious 
an inconsistency continue among 13,000,000 of enlightened men ? I 
pronounce it impossible. (Fiear, hear.) 1 have always stood forward 
as the fast fiiend of America. 1 have no doubt that the advice I now 
give her in the spirit of candor and friendship, will be received by her 
in the spirit in which it is ofiered. 

THOMAS POWELL BUXTON. 

Mr. T. F. Buxton, in bringing forward his promised motion on the 
•ubject of the slave-trade, observed, that no person who had not mtiU 
aessed the atroci^ipsof that abominable trafHc, could have an adequate 
conception of the crimes, miseries, and cruellies to which it gaye rise. 
He requested the attention of the house to facts which he should lay 
before them from parliamentary documents — facts that indicated the 
extent to which the slave-trade was now cariied on. 

In three years and a half, 150,537 slaves were introduced into Brazil 
through the single port of Rio de Janerio. But this did not include the 
whole number departed fronti Africa ; it only extended to the number 
introduced alive: we know nothing of the amount of mortality that 
occurred amonp the slaves on their passage. In 1830 the slave-trade 
had been legauy abolished, notwilhstandmg which, however, he was 
sorry to say it now proceeded with almost as much activity as ever. 
This he gathered from the report of the Ministf-r of Manne to the 
Legislative Assembly, which was as follows : — ^''Rio do Janeiro, June 
17, 1933. — ^Weli known are the tricks resorted to by speculators, as 
sordid as they are criminal, to continue tiie disgraceful traffic in slaves, 
in spite of all the legislative provisions and orders issued respecting it, 
which have been most 8caj:idalou3ly eluded. It, therefore, appears 
necessary to the government to have recourse to the most efficacious 
means, which are, to arm a sufficient number of small vessels to form 
a sort of cordon sanitaire, which may prevent the access to our shores 
of those swarms of Africans that are continually poured fortli from 
■hips employed in so abominable a traffic." 

Before concluding, he would mention one fact, which had made a 
greater impression on his mind than almost any thing else. In addition 
to the desolation which this shameful traffic created in Africa, it wa 
the cause of the destruction of not less than 100,000 persons, year by 
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jre|r, and thi9 large number of human beings were sacrifiQed for the 

Curpose of enriching miscreants, the acknowledged enemies of th« 
union race, who, if justice had be^ done, would undoubtedly hav« 
died the death of murderers and pirates. (Hear, hear.) — Speech in. the 
British House of Commons, May, 12, 1835« 

• 

EUZABETH HEYRICK. 

An immediate emancipation is the object to be aimed at ; it is mora 
wise and rational — more politic and safe, as well as more just and 
humane, than gradual emancipation. The interests, moral and politicaL 
temporal and eternal, of all parties concerned, will be best promoted 
by immediate emancipation. The sooner the planter is obliged to 
abandon a system which tprments him with perpetual alarms ofinsur- 
rection and massacre — which keeps him in the most debasing moral 
bondage — subjects him to a tyranny, of all others the most injurious 
and destructive, that of sordia and vindictive passions ; the sooner h« 
is obliged to adopt a more humane and more lucrative policy in the 
cultivation of his plantations ; the sooner the over-labored, crouchine 
slave is converted into a free laborer — his compulsory, unremtinerated 
toil, under the impulse of the cart-whip^ exchanged foi^ cheerful, well 
recompensed industry, — his bitter sufierings for peaceful enjoyment — 
his deep execration of his merciless tyrants, for respectful attachment 
to his humane and equitable masters ; the sooner the^overnment and 
the people of this country purify theruselves from the guilt of supporting 
or tolerating a system of such monstrous injustice, productive of suca 
complicated enormities — the sooner all this muss of impolicy, crime^ 
and sufiering, is got rid of, the better. 

HARRIET MARTINEAir. 

I believe that I have heard every argument that can possibly b% 
adduced in vindication or palliation or slavery, under any circumstancee 
now existing ; and I declare that of all display? ef intellectual perversion 
and weakness, that I have witnessed, I nave met with none so hum- 
bling and 80 melancholy as the advocacy of this institution. I declara 
that I know the whole of its theory ; — a declaration that I dare not 
make with regard to, 1 think, any other subject whatever: the reauli 
is that I believe there is nothing rational to be said in vindication or 
palliation of the protraction of slavery in the United States. 

Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, present the extreme case of 
the fertility of the soil, the prosperity of proprietcM's and the woes of 
slaves. I found that the Virginians spoke with sorrow and contempt 
of the treatment of slaves in North and South Carolina ; South Carolina 
and Georgia, of the treatment of slaves in the richer states to the west: 
and in these last, I found the case too bod to admit of aggravation. U 
was in these last that the most heart-rendinc^ disclosures were made to 
me by the heads of families of their state of society, and of their own 
intolerable sufferings in it. — Society in Jimerica^ 



BENJAMIN GODWIN — 'E. S. ABDT. 

An men are equal in their bivth, 

Heirs of the earth and akies ; 
All men are equal when that earth 

Fades from their dying eyes. 

O ! let men hasten to restore 

To ail, their rights of love : 
In power and wealth exult no ^ore ; 

bi wisdom lowly move. 

Ye great ! renounce your earth-bom pride, 

Ye low ! your shame and fear : 
Live as ye worship, side by side ; 

Your common claims revere. 

BENJAMIN GODWIN. 

It is a min^s interest, yre know, to use his cattle well, and to take 
care that tliose who woi'k them treat them properly; but, notwitb- 
fltanding tlii.^, does not the brute creation groan under the cruelties of 
man ? How iiiaiiy are injured through mere wantoness ! how many 
through thoughtlessness! and how many a noble animal has been 
shamefully abused m the moment of passion ! Besides, the owners of 
cattle arc not always with them, and may even never see many of 
them ; and men wlu> have no interest in them may have the care and 
the working of them. Certainly in the opinion of our legislature, this 
motive was not deemed sufficient, or why was an Act of Parliament 
passed to prevent cruelty to animals ? And for similar reasons the 
interest of the slave-owner in his slaves is no sufficient security against 
ill treatment Thoughtlessness, wantonness, inebriety, the ebullitions 
of anger, or that irritation which blinds the mind even to a man's own 
interests, may work misery to the slave — as in the case of the young 
gentleman already mentioned, who shot a slave for sport ; or of Mr. 
and Mrs. Moss, for instance, who by a series of cruelties, destroyed a 
female who might long have served them. 

E. S. ABDY. 

To talk of a slave's labor being due to his master, is to insult com- 
mon sense and common decency. Wlule the latter can coin dollars 
out of the sweat and tears of his victim he will do so. " The law 
allows it, and the court awards it.'* It is this clause, however, in the 
constitution, which renders the free states tributary to the ambition of 
the slave states, and accessories to all their guilt ; — 'makes the boasted 
asylum of the persecuted, the prison-house of the unfortunate ; and 
converts the guardians of liberty, into the turnkeys of its assassins. 

lean truly and honestly declare, that the orderly and obliging be- 
haviour, I observed ^mong them, the decent and comfortable arrange- 
ments I witnessed in their houses — the anxiety they expressed for the 
education of their children, and their own improvement — the industry 
#hich was apparent in all about them, and the intelligence which 
marked their conversation — ^their sympathy for one another, and the 
respect they maintained for themselves— the absence of vindictive 
feehng against the whites, and the gratitude they evinced towards 
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eveiy one who treats them mih. common civility and regard, — ^far suK 
passed the expectation I had formed, of finding among them som^ 
thing more elevated than the instinct of monkeys united to the passions 
of men. They are ^ not only almost, but altogether sucU as" the 
white man — except the bonds he has fastened on their bodies or their 
minds. — Retidenct and Toitr intke United States^ 1833^ — 183d. 

WESTMINSTER REVIEW. 

If the reader rises from the perusal of these volumes of E. S. Abdy 
with a highly reduced opinion of American intellect and morals, and 
a strong eense of the insult put upon the libt^rals of Europe bj the 
affectation of fraternity with which they haVe been honored, it will be 
accompanied with an increased hatred of oppression, and increased 
love of^liberty as a principle. With a form oi government vastly more 
favorable for human improvement than that of their English pro^nitors, 
the Americans,, probably from the efiect of climate, which has pro> 
duced so many other variations in the aoimal kingdom, have gone 
backward and not forward, and present a caricature of all the worst 
qualities of the worst E^iglishmen of the worst times. Slavery is so 
utterly abhorrent to every respectable individual in this country, that 
it would be a waste of argument to reason against its continuance ; 
while those who have profited by it, like others who have been guilty 
of nefarious practices, are beyond the pale of reason on the subject 
. The tearing asunder family ties, the banishment, the mart, the 
Jealous confinement and surveillance of new masters, the whole horrors 
of the slave-trade, are brought intp active operation in the heart of the 
United States, whose citizens the while, expect to" sit at table with 
civilized jncn, and be treated with more reverence than the kindred 
barbarians of Ashantee. 

Bad as is the state of the slaves in the more northern states, they 
uniformly regard the South with more horror than o»fr thieves at home 
do the hulks. The loss by death alone to the Louisiana planters, in 
bringing slaves from the North,' is estimated at twenty-five per cent. 
The sugar factories and rice swamps, the slaves know to be rapid 
and rough highroads to the grave. And they are well acquainted with 
the stories of the greater ri^or of the southern drivers. It is true that 
the more respectable Virginian proprietors decline selling their negroes 
80 lon^as thfy conduct themselves to their satisfaction, and even make 
this rule in some degree a point of honor, 

Mr. Abdy's book reads a moral lesson to the American people 
which cannot be too much insisted on. It is the rii^ht of the civilized 
world to combine in placing them in quarantine till they are less dis- 
creditable to theu- ancestors. Will any Englishman sit at meat with 
a nation that stU one another by weight ?- 

It is by no means certain, that civilization did not come to 'Egypt 
out of Ethiopia ; and it is quite certain that the Indians, who pass for 
" black follows" in the vocabulary of these white philosophers, were a 
civilized and learned race, when our progenitors were painting their 
^kins and roasting one another alive. 

•ss 



THE 8LAVE*TRADE ^EDtKBURGU REVIEW* 

THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

We no^ come to our own country, the United States. * And what 
shall we say ? What must we say ? What does the truth compel us 
to say ? Why, that of all the countries appealed to by great Britain 
and France on this momentous subject, the Uniied Stales v the only oni 
%ohich has relumed a decided negative. We neither do any thin^ our- 
selves to put down the accursed traffic, nor afford any facilities to 
enable others to put it down. Nay, rather, we stand between the 
slave and his deliverer. We are a drawback — a dead weight on the 
cause of bleeding humanity. How long shall this shameful apathy 
continue? How long shall we, who call ourselves the champions 
of freedom, close our ears to the groans, and our eyes to the tears and 
blood, and our hearts to the untold anguish of thousands and tens of 
thousands who are every year torn from home ancl friends and bosom 
companions, and sold mto hopeless bondage, or perish amid the hor- 
rors of the " middle passage ?»» From the shores of bleeding Africa, 
and from the channels of the deep, from Brazil and from Cuba, Echo 
answers, "How long?"— JV. Y. Journal of Commerce^ Sept. 1835. 

EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

We have, however, to record one instance of positive refusal to our 
request of accession to these conventions, and that, we grieve to say, 
comes from the United States of America — the first nation that, by its 
statute law, branded the slave-trade with the name of piracy. The 
conduct, moreover, of the President, does not appear to have been 
perfectly candid and ingenuous. There appears to have b^en delay in 
returning any answer, and when returned, it seems to have been oi an 
evasive character. In the month of August, ^833, the English and 
French ministers jointly sent in copies of the recent conventions, and 
requested the accession of the United States. At the end of March 
following, seven months afterwards, an answer is returned, which, 
though certainly not of a favorable character in other respects, yet 
brings so prominently into view, as the insuperable objection, that the 
mutual ri^ht of search of suspected vessels was to be extended" to the 
shores of the United States^ (though we permitted it to American 
cruisers off the coast of our West Indian colonies,) that Lord Palmer- 
ston was naturally led to suppose that the other objections were su- 
perable. He, therefore, though aware how much the whole efficiency 
of the agreement will be impaired, consents to waive that part of it, in \ 
accordance with the wishes of the President, and in the earnest hope 
that he will, in return, make some concessions of feeling or opinion to 
the wishes of England and France, and to the necessities oi a great 
and holy cause. The final answer, however, is, that under no condi- 
tion, in no form, and. with no restrictions, will the United States enter 
into any convention or treaty, or make combined efibrts of any sort or 
kind, with other nations, for the suppression of the trade. We much 
mistake the state of public opinion in the United States, if its govern- 
ment will not find itself under the necessity of changing this resolution. 
The slave-trade will henceforth, we have little doubt, be carried on 
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under the flag o^ freedom ; bat a» in no couiitry, after our OWO) 
bare sacb persevering efforts for its suppression been made, hj men 
tbe most distinguished for goodness, wisdom, and eloquence, as in 
the United States, we cannot believe that tfaeir flag will long be pros- 
tituted to such vile purposes ; and either they must combine with 
other nations, or they must increase the number and efficiency of 
their naval forces on the 6oast of Africa and elsewhere, and do their 
work single-handed. We say this the more, because the motives 
which have actuated tlie government of the United States in this re* 
fusal, clearly have reference to the words, "right of search." They 
will not choose to see that this is a mutual restricted right, effected 
by convention, strictly guarded by stipulations for one definite ob- 
ject, and confined in its operations within narrow geographical lim- 
its ; a right, moreover, which England and France have accorded to 
each other without derogating from the national honour of either. 
If we are right in our conjecture of the motive, and there is evidence 
to support us, we must consider that the President and his ministers 
have been in this instance, actuated by a narrow provincial jealousy, 
and totally onworthy of a great and indefiendent nation. 



JAMES GRAHAME. 

The first cargo of negro slaves imported into North America, was 
conveyed by a Dutch vesslel in 1620 to Virginia, where they were 
readily purchased by the planters without the permission, or even 
the knowledge of the British government. Indeed this government 
did not then nor till several years ailer, exercise the political gov* 
ernment of Virginia, which was originally confided to a numerous 
society of English gentlemen established in London. Moreover, the 
first of the British statutes of navigation was not enacted tSl the 
Restoration aC Charles II. in 1660 : and the slave trade was not 
comprehended within the scope and operation of the commercial 
policy of the British government till the reign of Queen Anne— 
. prior to which negro slavery was established in every One of the 
American provinces that finally revolted from Britain — of course 
with the exception of Georgia, which was not planted till the year 
1733. The number of slaves in every province was regulated by 
its soil, climate, and other physical circumstances, and not by 
the degree of its subjection to British control. The puritan colon, 
ists of New England, at a time when their provincial government 
was practically independent of Great Britain, reduced to slavery the 
captives whom they took in their wars with the Indians. Mary. . 
land and the Carolinas acquired negro slaves while they were sub- 
ject not to the British crown, but to proprietary dominion ; and, unde- 
terred by the threats and remonstrance of the British proprietaries 
to whom they owed allegiance, the Carolinian planters adopted and 
long persisted in the practice of kidnapping and in enslaving the 
onoffendin^ Indians who had the misfortune to be their neighbors. 
Who is to blame ? 
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JONATHAN DVMOND. 

That uiy hnaian being, who has not forfeited his Hherty by his 
erirnes, has a right to be free, — and that whosoever forcibly with« 
holds liberty from an innocent man, robs him of his right, and vio* 
lates the moral law, are truths which no man would dispute or doubts 
if custom had not obscured our perceptions, or IT wickedness did not 
prompt as to close our eyes. 

The whole system is essentially and radically bad : injustice and 
oppression are its fundamental principles. Whatever lenity may be 
requisite in speaking of the agent, none should be shown, none should 
be expressed for tlic act. I do not affirm or imagine that every slaves 
holder is therefore a wicked man ; but if he be not, it is only upon 
the score of ignorance. If he is exempt from the guilt of violating 
the moral law, it is only because he does not perceive what it requires* 
Let us leave the deserts of the individual to Him who knoweth the 
heart : of his actions we may speak ; and we should speak in the 
language of reprobation, disgust, and abhorrence. 

Although it could be shown that the slave system is expedient, it 
would not afibct the question whether it oaght to be maintained : yet 
it is remarkable that it is shown to be impolitic as well as bad. We 
are not violating the moral law because it fills our pockets* We in" 
jure ourselves by our own transgressions. The slave system is a 
costly iniquity, both to the nation and to individual men. It is mat. 
tor of great satisfaction that this is known and proved : and yet it is 
just what, antecedently to inquiry, we should have reason to expect* 
The truth furnishes one addition to the many evidences, that even 
with respect to (enoporal affairs, that which is right is commonly po- 
litic ; and it ought therefore to furnish additional inducements, to a 
fearless conformity of conduct, private and public, to the moral law 
— £««fly on Mortdity. 

GEORGE COMBE. 

The race has never received justice from its European and Ameri 
can masters ; and until its treatment shall have become moral, its ca- 
pabilities caniiot be fairly estimated, and the judgment against it is 
therefore premature. Besides, whatever be its capabilities, it was a 
henious moral transgression to transport it, by violent means, from 
the region where a wise and benevolent God had placed it, and to 
plant it in a new soil, and amidst institutions, for which it was never 
intended ; and the punishment of this offence will not be averted, but 
aggravated, by losing sight of the source of the transgression, and 
charging the consequences of it on the negroes, as if they were to 
blame for their alleged incapacity to glide gracefully into the ranka 
of American civilization. The negroes must either be improved by 
culture and intermarriages with the European racCy or transferred 
te their native, climate, before America can escape from tJie hands of 
divine justice. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the details of 
American social life, to be able to point out the practical form m 
whioh the punishment is inflicted ; but if there be truth in the prin- 
ciples now expotmded, I eanopt doubt of its existence. 
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The alternative of ineorporating the noj^roes, by mteiiBarriage» 
with the European race, appears revolting to the feelings of the lat- 
ter ; while they also declare it to be impossible to retransport the 
blacks to Africa, on accoqnt of their overwhelming nitmbers. Thero 
is much force in both of these objections, but there is still greater 
weight in the following considerations : — that the white race is ex- 
clusively to J^lame for the origin o£ the evil, and for all its conse. 
qi^nces ; that the natural laws never relax in their operation ; and 
that, therefore, the existing evils will go on auj^menting, until a 
remedy be adopted, which will become more painful the longer it in 
ddayed. If the present state of ,things shall be continue for a 
century, it is probable that it will end in a war of extermination 
between the black and the white population ; or in an attempt by 
the blacks to conquer and exclusively possess one or more of the 
southern states of the Union, as an independent kingdom for thenu 
atAveB.-^Constitution of Man. 



JAMES CROPPER. 

In judging of this scheme, we ought never to lose sight of two facta 
with respect to the enslaved Africans in the United States, in which 
the enormities of that free country have exceeded those of any other. 
The jQrst is, that slaves are regularly bred for sale. The second, that, 
in many of the states, the laws a&cting free blacks are of so vio. 
lently persecuting a character as to compel those who obtain their li. 
berty to leave those states. From the former of these causes, in-; 
stances must oflen occur, (from thestate of morals in slave countrieB,) 
of fathers selling their own children ! ! From the latter has originated 
the colonization society ; it arose out of those j^ejudices against 
color, and is a direct attempt to extend the same priaciple to trans- 
portation. 

Why are slave-holders so anxiouato send away free pec^Ie of color?. 
Because their slave institutions would be endangered by the competi* 
tion of respectable fi^ee black laborers ; and they dread still more their 
education and advancement in science. If they were desirous of 
serving the free blacks, they would instruct them at home, (not a ftw 
of them, but every one that they send^) and not send them in igno- 
rance to a barbarous country. 



GEORGE THOMPSON. 

As the friend of Africa, — claiming to be as much the friend <^ 
Africa as he who directs his attention exclusively to that country, 
— ^as the friend of Africa, I say look to India. (Hear.) Would yoo 
give security to Africa, would you starve the man.stealer from her 
shores 7 Would you dispense with ships of war around her shores, 
and render unnecessary the outlay of immense funds now employed? 
Would you give security to that now harrassed, impoverished, and 
disembowelled country? Look to India. You may immediately 
bring your cotton, your sugar, your rioe, from thence ; and as sure 
as you import it into this country, so surely will yoa atop, immo* 
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diatdy and for e?er, the demand for tlaveff. (Applaa^e.) And thtiB 
you are doing peacefully, s.nd by most unezeeptionable means, with:. 
oat lariflh expenditure, without embassies, withoat treaties, without 
congresses, without any violation, direct or indirect, of any existing 
treaty, you are doing that which cannot dc done, if you loo]| at Ax 
rica only and forget India, wilhout a vast deal of expense. Much 
time must elapse, much pains must be taken, many failiifes must be- 
■natained, ere we can hope to see the plana that may be dcviaed, 
however sapient the benevolence that originated, or active the energy 
that may work them, carried into successful operation. I say, there. 
lore, look to India. If you can bat render slavery so unprufitable-— 
unnecessary, and therefore unprofitable-— as to put down the trade in 
alavet, then you immediately restore to the shore of Africa what she 
has not known fbr oenturio!<) — that peace of which she has been do 
prirad by the christians of £kirope. Then you can introduce com 
merce and civilization into Africa, without the icar of being thwarted 
in your plans by the superior temptation placed in the way of the 
barbarian chief, by the prowJer and kidnapper along her shores ; then 
vou can dispense with your armed cruisers, your tenders and steam- 
boats ; then yon may make treaties with the native chiefs, who will 
be g^ld, for they will bo compelled to do so, seeing that you will be 
tho only party before them, the other party having been dismissed 
from their shores by the operation of this most powerful and pacific 
priitciple ; then will you extend the benefits of education. 

We are paying every year from fiileen to twenty millions for the 
mpport of slavery ; while, by looking to our own British possessions, 
we might obtain our articles cheaper; we might send to those depen* 
denotes a much greater amount of our manufactures ; we might pro- 
mote the prosperRy of the parent empire ; we might give employment 
to our starving and dissatisfied fell6w.citizens at home ; we might 
give peace and security to Africa, and proclaim the year of deliveranco 
to the slaves of America. 

WILLIAM BEST. 

It 19 a matter of pride for mc to recollect, that while eccnomists and 
politicians were recommending to the Legislatui e the protection of thia 
trafilc, and senators were frammg laws for its promotion, and declaring 
it a benefit to the country, — the judges of the land, above the age in 
which they lived, standing upon the nigh ground of natural right, and 
disdaining to bend to the lower doctrine of expediency, declared that 
slaverv was inconsistent with the genius of tlie f^nglish Constitution, 
and that human beings could not be the subject matter of property. 
A« a lawyer, I speak of that early determination, whea a different 
doctrine was prevailing in the senate, with a considerable degree- of 
professional pride« 
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CHARLES DICKENS. 

Do vre not know that Ihc worst deformity and ugliness of slayety 
are at once the cause and the effect of the recklefs license taken by 
these free bom outlaws 7 Do we not know that the man has been 
born ami bred among its wrongs ; who lias seen in his childhood 
husbands obliged at the word of command to flog their wives ; wo- 
men, indcc^tiy compelled to hold up their own garments that men 
might lay the heavier stripes upon thjsir legs, driven and harried by 
brutal oveiscers in their time of travail, and becoming mothers on 
the field of toil, under the very lash itself^ who has ruad in youth, 
and seen his virgin sisters read descriptions of runaway men and 
VomOn, and their disfigured persons, which could not be published 
elsewhere, of so much slock upon a farm, or at a show of beasts ; 
do we not kuow that that man, whenever his wrath is kindled up, 
will be a brutal savage ? Do we not know that as he is a coward in 
bis domestic life, slaking among his shrinking men and women 
slaves armed with a heavy whip, so he will be a coward out of doors, 
and carrying cowards* weapons hiddenln his breast will sitoot men 
down and slab them when he quarrels? And if our reason did not 
teach us tliis, and much beyond ; if we were such idiots as to close 
our eyes to that fine mode of training which rears up such men ; 
should we not know that they who among their equals stab and pis* 
tol in the legislative halls, and in the counting-house, and on the 
market-place, must be to their dependants, even though they were 
free servants, so many mei^iless and unrelenting tyrants ? 

What I shall we declaim against the ignorant peasantry of Ire- 
land, and mince the matter when these American task-masters are 
in question 7 Shall we cry shame on the brutality of those who 
hamstring cattle ; and spare the lights of Freedom upon earth who 
notch the cars of men and women, cut pleasant posies in the shrinks 
ing flesh, learn to write with pens of red-hot iron on tlie human 
face, rack their poetic fancies for liveries of mulilation which their 
slaves shall wear for life, and carry to tlie grave, break living limbs 
as did the soldiery who mocked and slew tiie Saviour of the world, 
and set defenceless creatures up for targets ! Shall we whimper 
over legends of the tortures practised on each other by the Pagscn 
Indians, and smile upon the cruelties of Christian men ! Shall we^ 
80 long as these last, exalt above the scattered remnants of that state- 
ly race, and triumph in the white enjoyment of their broad posses- 
aions 7 Rather, for mo, restore the forest and Indian . village ; in 
lieu of stars and stripes, let some poor ft;athcr flutter in the breeze s 
replace the streets and squares by wigwams ; and though the death, 
song of a hundred haughty warriors fill the air, it will be music to 
the shriek of one unhappy slave. — Notes on America. 

Public opinion in the slave Slates, is slavery, is it not 7 Public 
opinion, in the t-Iivc Slates, has delivirjd the slaves over to the gen- 
tle mercies of their masters. Public opinion has made the laws, 
and denied them legislative. proleclion. Puh4c opinion has knotted 
the IdLth, heated the brauding-irou, and shltldpcl the murderer.— /ifiu 



FORBIGV RSTIKWfi — LON. ETA.NGELICAL MAGAZIKE. 



EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Every American who loves his country, shoald dedicate bis whole 
life, and every faculty of his soul, to efface the foul blot of slavery from 
its character. If nations rank acoorcUng to their wisdom ana their 
virtue, what right has the American, a scourger and murderer df slaves, 
to compare himself with the least and lowest of the Earopean nations, 
much more with this great and humane country, where the greatest 
lord dare not lay a &)ger on the meanest peasant? What is freedom 
where all are not free 7 where the greatest of God^s blessings are limited, 
with impious caprice to the color of the body ? And these arc men 
who taunt the English with their corrupt parliament, with their buying 
and selling votes. L^et the world judge which is the most liable to 
censure — we, who in the midst of rottenness, have torn the manacles 
off slaves all over the world ; or they who, with their idle purity and 
useless perfection, have remained mute and careless while groans 
echoed and whips cracked round the very walls of their spotless con« 
gress. We wish well to America — we rejoice in her prosperity — and 
are delighted to reust the absurd impertinence with which tne character 
c^her people is often treated in this country. But the existence of slavery 
in America is an atrocious crime, with wnich no measures can be kept 
'^Jor which her situation affords no sort of apology — which makes liberty 
Itself disgusted, and the boast of it disgusting. — ^No. LXI. •Art. Travel' 
lers in ^meriea, 

THE FOREIGN aXTARTERLY BEVIEW. 

It is notorious, that, notwithstanding all the treaties which have been 
concluded between England and other countries for the abolition of 
the slave-trade, it is still carried on to an enormous extent, because, 
even if the governments were really sincere in their wishes to suppress 
this trade, their subjects were wholly averse to a step which they 
denounced as utter ruin to all interested in the colonies. They have 
therefore persisted in spite of, perhaps Mrith the connivance of their 
governments; and in Brazil in particular, it has been officially de- 
clared to be out qI[ the power of the legislature to put an end to the 
traffic* 

Let England call on the governments of Europe not to allow the tm- 
portatUm if colonial produce from any country where it can be proved that 
the slave'trade is stUl carried on, either with the sanction or comiivancc 
of the giyoemm^nt, or in spite ofU ; such a measure would surely act as 
a chedk on the importation of slaves. Could that point be effectually 
attained, it might be hoped that the extinction of slavery its^f would 
in due time succeed, as it has done in the British colonies. 

LONDON EVANGEUCAL MAGAGINE. 

The United States of America present to the world one of the most 
extraodinaiy spectacles that can be conceived of by the mind of man. 
They are a huge mor^ and^ohtical enigma. We behold part of the 
population priding the^elves on the peculiar freedom of their institu- 



QEOBGE POX — THS 80CISTT OF VRISlfPf. 

Cions, ahd holding the other part in the shackles of slarerr. — Alas, 
that a figure with so goodly a bust should terminate in the suniy folds 
of the serpent! 

It is melancholy to behold such a monstrosity, a people judging 
their own rights with the incontrovertible declaration, ^ toat all men 
are created equal ^ that they 9,te endowed by their Creator with cer- 
tain inalienable rights; that among these are iife^ liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness ;*' and at the same instant depriving their fellow- 
men perpetually of two of these "inalienable rights," andoften directly 
or indirectly of the third. Most heartily do we concur with our 
American brethren in the sentiment we here ^uofe. We copcur with 
them when they claim to be free from oppression, but we dissent from 
them when they claim also to be free to oppress. The national 
emblem of the American states requires alteration to make it truly 
emblematical of their present and past condition. The eaele, with 
liberty on his wings, should, to complete the resemblance, clutch in 
his talons the manaded and writhing form of the colored man. 

GEORGE POX. 

In the West Indies, he exhorted those who attended his meetinsB, 
to be merciful to their slaves, and to give them their freedom in oue 
time. He considered these as belonging to their families, and that 
religious instruction was due to these as the branches of them^ for whom, 
one day or other, they would be required to give a solemn account 
HapojT had it been it these Christian exhortations had been attended 
to, or if these families only, whom he thus seriously addressed, had 
continued to be true Gluakers ; for they would have set an example, 
which would have proved to the rest of the islanders and the world at 
large, that the impolicy is not less than the wickedness of oppression. 
Thus was Gkoroc Fox, probably the first person who publicly de- 
clared against this species of slavery. Nothing, in short, that could 
be deplored by hnmanrity, seems to have escaped his eye ; and his 
benevolence, when excited, appears to have suffered no interruption in 
its progress by the obstacles which bigotry would have thrown in the 
way of many, on account of the difference of a person's country, or of 
his color, or of his sect'' — PortraUvare of Q^tuikensnL 

THE SOCIETY OP PRIENDS. 

<< In the first place they have made it a rule that no person, ao- 
knowledged to be in profession with them, shall have any concern in 
the slave-trade. 

<< The Cluakers began to consider this subject, as a Christian body, 
BO early as in the beginning of the last century. In the year 1727. 
they passed a public censure upon this trade. In the year 1758, ana 




exhortation in the following words : 
** * We renew oar exhortation, ihaX Friands aveiTwhare be wpe- 
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JAMftS BSATTIS. 

eially careful to kedp their hands clear of giving encoura^ment in 
anj shape to the slare-trade; it being evidently destructive of the 
tiatural nghts of mankind, who are all ransomed by one Saviour, and 
visited by one divine U^bt, in order to salvation j a traffic calculated 
to eniich and aggrandize some upon the misenes of others ; in its 
nature abhorrent to every just and tender sentiment, and contrary to 
the whole tenor of the gospel." 

''In the same manner from the year 17G3, they have publicly 
manifested a tender concern for the happiness of the injured Africans, 
and they have not only been vigilant to see that none of their own 
members were concemd in this nefarious traffic, but they have lent their 
assistance with other Christians in promoting its discontinuance.— 
T/umuu Clorkaori'i Portmlturt of Quakerism. 

JAMES BEATTIE. 

It is well observed by the wisest of poets (as Atheneus, quoting the 
passage, justly calls,> Momer, who lived when slavery was common, 
and whose knowled^ of the human heart is unquestionable, that 
** When a man is made a slave, he loses from that day the half of his 
virtue." And Longintu, quoting the same passage, affirms, " Slavery, 
however mild, may still be call^ the pdson of the soul, and a pubhc 
dungeon." And TacUus remarks, that "Even wild animals lose 
their spirit when deprived of their freedom." * All history proves, and 
every rational philosopher admits, that as liberty promotes virtue and 
cenius, slavery debases the understanding and corrupts the heart of 
both the slave and the master, and that in a greater or less degree, aa 
it is more or less severe. So that in this plea of the slave-monger, we 
have an example of that diabolical casuistry, whereby the tempter and 
corrupter endeavors to vindicate or gratify himself by accusing those 
whom he himself has tempted or corrupted. 

Slavery is inconsistent with the dearest and most essential rights of 
man's nature ; it is detrimental to virtue and to industry ; it hardens 
the heart to those tender sympathies which form the most lovely part 
of human character ; it involves the innocent in hopeless misery, in 
order to procure wealth and pleasure for the authors of that misery; it 
seeks to degrade into brutes beings whom the Loid of heaven and 
earth endowed with rational souls, and created for immortality : in 
iftiort, it is utterly repugnant to every principle of reason, religion, 
hmnanity, and conscience. It is impossible for a considerate ana un- 
prejudiced mind to think of slavery without horror. That a man, a 
ratmnal and immortal being, should be treated on the same footing 
'witii a beast or piece of wo^ and bought and sold, and entirely sob- 
jected to the will of another man, whose equal he is by nature, and 
whose superior he may be in virtue and understanding, and all for no 
crime, but merely because be was born in a certain country, or of cer- 
tam parents, or because he difiers from us in the shape of his nose, the 
color of his skin, or the size of his lips ; if this be eauitable, or excu* 
sable^ or pardonable, it is vain to talk any limger or the eternal dis- 
tinctions of right and wrong, truth and falsehood, good and eviL II 
bu been aaid that negroes are animals of a nature inferior to man, 
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beCween whom' and the bmtes, they hold, as it were, the middle place. 
But thoush this- were true, it would not follow timt we have a right 
either to debase ourselves by a habit of cruelty, or to use them iU ; for 
even beasts, if inofieonive, are entitled to gentle treatment, and we 
have reason to believe that they who are not merciful will not obtain 
mercy. 

The same sentiments are found in Pliny and Columella, who both 
impute the decay of husbandry, in their time, not to any deficiency in 
the soil, but to the unwise policy of leaving to the management of 
slaves those fields,, which, says jP/int/, " had fbrmerl v rejoiced under 
the laurelled ploughshare and the triumphant ploughman,*' Rollin, 
with good reason, imputes to the same cause the present barrenness 
of Palestine, which in'ancicnt times was called the land flowing with 
milk and honey. — Elements of Moral Science. 

WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D. D. 

In the ancient world .... the perb.ns, the goods, the children of 
these slaves, were the property of their masters, disposed of at plea- 
sure, and transferred, like any other possession, from one hand to 
another. No inec^uality, no superioritv in nower, no pretext of con- 
sent can justify this ignomoriious depr«:i*8ioii or oi-jn^ii nature, cr can 
confer upon one man the nsyat of d-w'-r.xn over anottter. f*m nut 
only dotli reason condemn tiu<» ...stiiutionas nr.nis* "rr-oii^jnce p»wed 
it to be pernicious both to masters auu eiaves. The elevation of tne 
former inspired them with pride, insolence, impatience, cruelty, and 
voluptuousness; the dependant ^nd hopeless state of the latter de- 
jected the human mind, and cxtin^^iribauu every generous a*nd noble 
principle in tlie heart — S^rinon, 

BISHOP WARBUilV'^N. 

** From the free savages I now come to the savagt?8 in brnds. By 
tliese I mean the vaist multitudes yearly stolen from the opposite con- 
tinent, and sacrificed by the colonists to their great idol the god of 
^in. But what, then, say these sincere worshippers of mammon / 
They are our own property which we offer up* Gracious God I *x> 
talk, as of herds of cattle, of propertj^ in rational creatures, creat .es 
endued with all our faculties, possessing all our qualities but U^i-^JL of 
color, our brethren both by nature and grace, shocks all thf '.eclings. 
of Iwimanity, and the dictates of common sense 1 But, b'ao! what 
is there, in the mfinite abuses of society, which does not sV'Ck them 7 
Yet nothing is more certain in itself and apparent to p'jl. aian that the 
infamous traffic for slaves directly infringes both t* v;ne and h«unan 
law. Nature created man free, and grace invites him to assert nis 
(reedom. — ServMn, 1776. 

DR. PRIMATT. 

It has pleased God to cover some men with white ?*' tia, and o&eri 

with black ; but as there is neitlier merit nor dem'^'^t in comp'^' ^ 

the whUe man, notwithstanding the barbarity of ct>i»iom and r rbj.idioe. 

f 
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ctn have no rig^ by Tirtna of his color to oislave and tymniiize over 
the olack man. For whether a man be white or black,,8uch he is by 
God^s appointment, and, abstractly considered, is neither a subject for 
pride, nor an object of contempt — Dissertation en the Duty of Jiercy^ 
mnd on the Sin qf Cruelty to BnUe ^nim9ls4 

DR. PBCKARD. 

*'Now, whether we consider the crime with respect to the indi- 
viduals concerned in this most barbarous and cruel traflic, or whedicr 
weconsider.it as patronised and encouraged by the laws of the land, it 
presents to our view an equal degree of enormity. A crime, founded 
on a dreadfal pre-eminence in wickedness ; a crime which being both 
of individuals and the nation, must some time draw down upon us the 
heaviest judgment of Almighty God, who made of one blood all the 
■ons of men, and who gave to all equally a natural right to liberty : 
and who, ruling all the kingdoms of the earth with equal providential 
justice, cannot suf&r such ae1ib« rate, such monstrous iniquity, to pass 
long unpunished." — Sermon be/ore the Cambridge University, 

JOHN WESLEY. 

That execrable sum of all villaniea commonly called the slave- trade. 
I read of nothing like it in the heathen world, whether ancient or 
modem. It infinitely exceeds every instance of barbarity, whatever 
Christian slaves suflEer in Mohammedan countries. — His works^ VoL 3, 
page 341. 

At Liverpool, many large ships are now laid up in the docks, which 
had been employed for many years in buying or stealing Africans, and 
■^ing them in America for slaves. The men-butchers liave now 
nothing to do at this laudaide occupation. Since the American war 
broke out, there is no demand for human eatUe; so the men of Africa, 
as well as Europe, mav enjoy their native hberty. — Journal qf 
JSpril, 1777. 

THOUGHTS ON SLaVERT. 

1. Slavery imports an obligation of perpetual service; an obligation 
which only the consent of the master can dissolve. It generally gives 
the master an arbitrary power of any correction not affecting tile or 
Umb. Sometimes even those are exposed to his will, or protected only 
by a fine or some slight punishment, too inconsiderable to restrain a 
master of harsh temper. It creates an incapacity of acquiring any 
thing, except for the master's benefit It allows the master to alienate 
the Save in the same manner as his cows and horses. Lastly, it de- 
scends in its full extent, from parent to child; even to the last generation. 

8. Tiie grand plea is, *'Tney are authonzed by law.*' Biit can law, 
human law, change the nature of things ? Can it turn darkness into 
light, or evil into good 7 By no means. Notwithstanding ten thou- 
sand laws, right is right, and wrong is wrong. There must still re- 
main an essential difference between justice and injustice, cruelty and 
mercy. So that I ask ; Who can reconcile this treatment of the slavesi 
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flrat and lait^ with either mercy or justice ; where ia the jut tice of in* 
Siiitm^ the severest evils on those who have done us no wrong 7 Of 
depriving those who never injured us in word or deed, ofcvicry comfort 
of life ? Of tearing them from their native country^ and depriving 
tliein of liberty itself } to which an Angolan has the same natural risht 
as an American, and on which he sets as high a value ? Where is %e 
justice of talcing away the lives of innocent, inoffensive men ? Mur- 
dering thousands of them in their own land by the hands of their own 
countrymen ; and tens of thousands in that ci^uel slavery, to which 
they are so unjustly reduced? 

" When we have slaves, it is necessary to use them with seventy/' 
What, to whip them for evei^ petty offence till they are irtagore of blood? 
To take that opportunity of rubbing pepper and salt into their raw flesh 7 
To drop burning sealing-wax upon their skins ? To castrate them ? T6 
cui off half their foot with an axe ? To hang them on gibbets, that they 
iwiy die by inches with heat, and hunger, and thirst ? To pin them down 
to the ground, and then bum them by degrees from the feet to the head ? 
To roast them alive ? When did a Turk or a heathen nnd it necessary 
to use a fellow-creature tlms ? To what end is this usage necessary 7 
** To prevent their running away, and to keep them constantly to their 
labor, that they may not idle away their time. So miserably stupid is 
this race of men, so stubborn and so wicked !" Allowing this, to whom 
is that stupidity owing? It lies altogether at the door oftheir inhuman 
masters, who gave them no means, no opportunity of improving thek 
understanding ; and mdeed leave them no motive, either from hope or 
fear to attempt any such thing. They were no way remarkable for 
stupidity while they remained m Africa. To some of the inhabitants 
of Europe they arc greatly superior. Survey the natives oi Bonin^ 
and of Lapland. Compare the Samoeids and the Angolans. ^ Thd 
African is m no respect inferior to the Eilropean. Their stupidity ia 
our colonies is not natural ; otherwise than it is the natural effect of 
their condition. Consequently it is not thevr fault, but yours : and 
you must answer for it before God and man* ** But their stupidity m 
not the only reason of our treating them with severity ; for it is hard to 
say which is the greatest, this, or their stubbornness, and wickedness.'' 
^ But do not these, as well as the other, lie at your door? Are not 
stubbornness^ cunning, pilfering, and divers other vices, the natural 
necessary fruits of slavery, in every age and nation ? What meant 
have you used to remove this stubbornness ? Have yoo tried what 
mildness and gentleness would do? What pains have vou takei^ 
wliat method have you Used to reclaim them from their wicKedness ? 

O thou God of lovR, thou who art loving to every man, and wiwse 
mercy is over all thy works ; thou who art the Father of the spirits of 
all flesh, and who art rich in mercy unto all; thou who hast formed oi 
one blood, all the nations upon the earth ; have compassion upon these 
outcasts of men, who are trodden down as dun^ upon the earth f 
Arise, and help these that have no helper, whose blooa it spilled upon 
the vround like water !^ Are not these also the work of thine own 
hanasj the purchase c(( thy Son's blood ? Stir them up to cry nnto 
thee in thtf land of their captivity ; and lot their eomplaint coow up 
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betbretliee; let it enter into thine eavB ! Make even those thatleiMi 
them captive to pitT them and turn their captivity. O buret thou all 
their chains in sunder ; more esnecially the chains of their sins : thoa 
Bavioor of ail, make them free, tnat they may be free indeed I 

ADAM CLARRE. 

Itaiah Iviii, 6. — Let the oppressed go free. How can any nation 
pretend to fast, or worship God at all, or dare profess that the^^ believe 
m the existence of such a Being, while they carry on what is called 
the slave-trade : and traffic in the souls, blood, and bodies of men ! O 
ye most flafitious of knaves and worst of hypocrites ! cast off at once 
the mask of relison, and deepen not your endless perdition by profess- 
ing the faith oTour Lord Jesus Christ, while you continue in this 
traffic! 

THOMAS SCOTT. 

Exodus XJU, 16. — "He that stealeth a man, and selleth Iiim, or if he 
be found in his hands, he shall surely be put to death." Stealing a 
man in order to sell him for a slave, wnether }he thief had actually sold 
him, or whether he continued in his possession. He who stole any one 
of the human familv, in order to make a slave of him, should be punish- 
ed with death. The crime would be a^ravated by sending them 
away into foreign countries to be slaves to idolaters. 

Deuteronomy zxiv, 7. — "If a man be found stealing any of his 
brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh merchandise of him, or 
seUeth him, then THAT THIEF SHALL DIE."— Every man is 
now our brother, whatever be his nation, complejuon or creed. How 
then can the merchandise of men and women be carried on, without 
transgressing this commandment, or abetting those who do ? A man 
may steal, or purchase of those who do steal, hundreds of i^en and 
women, and not only escape with impunity, but grow great like a 
prince. According to the law of Goa, whoever stole cattle restored 
four or five fold ; whoever stole one human being, though an infant or an 
idiot, m%ut die, 

h Timothy i, 10. — '* Men-stealers." — Men-sjtealers are inaerted 
among those daring criminals against whom the law of God directed 
its awTul curses. Persons who kidnapped men to Sell them for slaves. 
This practice seems inseparable from the other iniquities and oppres- 
sions of slavery ^ nor can a slave-deder by any means keep free from 
that atrocious onminality, ^ the receiver be as bad as the thief. I'hey 
who encourage that unchristian traffic by purcbasins that, which is 
thus unjustiy acquired, are partakers of their crimes.— -Macknight. — 
That is the only ipedes of theft which is punished unlh death by the laws 
of God. 

James ii, 12, 13. — ''So speak ye} and so do, as they that shall be 
judged by the law of liberty. 

"For he shall have judgm^it without mercy that hath showed no 
mercy, and merey rejoiceth against judgment*' On this verse th, 
Soott makes the ioUowing remarks — ^'^ Au who are not taught to show 
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mercy to others, most expect to be dealt with according to the snerUfi 
of justice in respect to their eternal state. What then must be die « 
doom of the cruei oppressors and iniqoitoas tyrants of the human sp^ 
eies ? But the hard-hearted, selfish, implacable, and oppressive pro- 
fessor of Christianity, has the greatest cause to tremble; for if 'ht 
shall have judgment without mercy, who hath shown no mercy,' the 
meanest slave that ever was whipt and worked to death, must be ooo* 
stdered as happy, compared with his haughty cruel tyrant, and thie 
shall sufficiently appear, * when the earth shall disclose her blood, and 
shall ho more cover her slain.' " 

Revelation xviii, 13. — " Slaves and souls of men." — Not only slaves, 
but the souls of men are mentioned as articles of commerce, which is 
beyond comparison, the most infamous of all traffics that the demon 
of avarice ever devised ; almost infinitely more atrocious, than the 
ttccwrsed slave-trade. Alas! too often, injustice, oppression, frattd» 
avarice, or excessive indulgence are connected with extensive com- 
merce ; and to number the persons of men, with oxen, asses, sheep and 
horses, as the stock of a farm, or with bales of goods, as the cargo of a 
fihip, is no doubt a most detestable and anti'Christian practice. — Scatt^h 
Commentaries on the Bible. 

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. 

We have offended. Oh ! my countrymen ! 
We have offended very grievously, 
And been most tyrannous. From east to west 
A groan of accusation pierces Heaven ! 
The wretched plead against us ; multitudes 
GouAtless axidv vehement, the sons of God, 
Our brethren ! Like a cloud that travels on, 
Steam'd up from Cairo's swamps of pestilence, 
Even so, my countrymen ! have wo gone forth 
And borne to distant tribes slavery and pangs., 
And deadlier far our vices, whose deep taint 
With slow perdition murders the whote man, 
Uis body and his soul ! 

SibyUme LwotM. 

There are truths so self-evident, or so immediately and palpably 
deduced from those that are, or are acknowledged for such, that they 
are at once intelligible to all men who possess the common advan- 
tages of the social state ; although by sophistry, by evil habit, by the 
neglect, false persuasions and impostures of an Anti-i^hristian priest* 
hood joined in one conspiracy with the.violence of tyrannical govemorsi 
the understandings of men have become so darkened and their con- 
sciences so lethargic, that there may arise a necessity for the r^ubli- 
cation of these truths, and this too with a voice of loud alarm and im- 
passioned warning. Such were the doctrines proclaimed by the first 
christians to the pagan world; such were the lijghtninfgs flashed by 
Wickliff, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, liatimer, &c., across the 
papal darkness, and auch in our time the truths with which Thomas 
Clark son, and his excellent confederates, the Ctuakers, fought and 
conqaezed the legalized banditti of men-stealers, the numerous and 
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w&wetttA perpetmton and ad^^oeates of ni|iine and marder, and (of 
f hacker guilt than either) slavery. Truths of this kind being indispeiW 
' aable to man, considered as a moral keing, are above all expedienoff 
all aeddeatal consequences ^ for as sure as God is holy, and roan 
iainHntal, there can be no ^vil so great as the ignorance or disregard 
•f them. It is the very madness of mocL pru^nce to oppose the 
nm.'wal of a poisonous dish on account of the j)lea8ant sauces or 
nntrifcious viands which would be lost with it ! The dish c^ntauis 
destruction to fliat, for which alone we wish the palate to be g^mtiHed 
or the body to be nourished.-^ 7A« FHendf pages 49, SO. 

JAMES STEPHEN, Ea^i. 

Enough was known before'; more than enough was incontrovertibly 
proved ; nay, enough was always admitted or undenied, to make th^ 
t^islative tcrferation of this slavery a disgrace to the British and 
Gnristian name. Iniquity, indeed, of every kind loses in human de- 
featation what it gains in mischief, by wide unreproved diifusion, and 
by age. We sin remorselessly, because our fathers nnned, and 
because multitudes of our own generation sin, in the same way without 
discredit. But if ever those most iSagitious crimes of Europe, slave-' 
trade and colonial slavery, shall cease to be tolerated by human laws, 
and live in history alone, men will look back upon thein with the horror 
they deserve; and wonder as much at the depravity of the age that 
oould establish or maintain them, as we now do at the murderous 
rites of our pagan ancestors, or the ferocious cannibal manners of 
New Zealand. 

There is enough in the simplest conception of personal hereditary 
slavery, to revolt every just and liberal mind, independently of all 
aggravations to be found in its particular origin, or in abuses of the 
master's powers. But how much should sympathy and indignation 
be enhanced, when the cruel perpetual privation of freedom, and of 
almost every civil and human n^ht, is the punishment of no crime, nor 
the harsh conseauence of public hostility in war, but imposed upon 
the innocent and helpless, by the hand of rapacious violence alone ; 
and maintained for no other object but the sordid one of the master^s 
profit, by the excessive labor to which they are compelled ? 

Were our merchants to send agents to buy captives from tlie bandits 
in the forests of Italy, or from the pirates on the Barbary coast, and 
sell them here as slaves, to work for our farmers or manufacturers ; and 
were the purchasers to claim, in consequence, a right to hold these 
victims of rapine and avarice, with tlieir children, in bondage for ever, 
and to take their work without wages ; what would it be but the same 
identical case we are contemplating, except that the captives were of 
a different complexion ? Yet the bandits and pirates are hanged ; and 
tiietr vendees, in the case supposed, would have less to apprehend 
from actions or indictments for false imprisonment, than from tiie 
vengeance of indignant multitudes. It certainly, at least, would not 
be necessary, for the purpose of their deliverance, to prove to the 
British parliament or people, that the poor captives were overworiied, 
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mider fed, driven with whips to their work,-puni^ed in & bmtal wajf 
for every real or imputed ikult, and by such complicated oppressionft m 
brought in great numbers prematurely to their graves. 

LORD NUGEIiT. 

The slaye-trade finds no one bold enough now to defend even ita 
memory. And yet when we hear the slave-trade reprobated, and 
slaveiy defended by the same persons, I must own I think the slave-- 
trade unfairly treated. The abuse of defunct slave-trade is a cheap 
price for the abettor of living slavery to pay by way of compfomise. 
But we cannot allow tlie Colonial party on these terms to cry truce 
with us, by stigmatizing the slave-trade. There is not one general 
principle on which the slave-trade is to be stigmatized which does not 
impeach slavery itself. 

DR, LUSHINGTON. 

It has nevei' been given by God to man to hold his fellow" man in ' 
bondage. Evety thing short of a total abolition of slavery he con- 
sidered as unsatisfactory^ and ending, only in disappointment and 
discontent The supporters of the abolition oi slavery took their 
stand upon the eternal principles of truth and justico, and it would 
i^ next to blasphemy to doubt their success. 

ANDREW THOMPSON. 

Slavery is the very CJpas tree of the moral world, beneath whose 

Cestiforous shade all intellect languishes, and all virtue dies. It must 
e cut down and eradicated ; it must be, root and branch of it, cast 
into the consuming fire, and its ashes scattered to the four winds of 
heaven. It is thus you must deal M'ith slavery. You must annihilate 
ity-^annlhilate it now, and annihilate it for ever. 

ROWLAND HILL. 

Slavery is mude up of every crime that treachery, cruelty, and murder 
can invent; and men-stealers are the very worst of'thievesL The 
most knavish tricks are practised by these dealers in human flesh; 
and if slaves think of our general character, they must suppose that 
christians are devils, and that Christianity was forged in hell. 

GROTIUS. 

Those are men-itealersy who abduct, keep, sell, or buy slaves or 
freemen. To steal a man is the highest kind o^ theft 

POPE LEO, X. 

Not only the christian religion, but Nature herself cries out against 
a state <tf slavery. 
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JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN. 

''Unitsrsal Ehangifation."— I speak in the s{>irit of the British 
Law, which makes liberty conunensorate with, and inseparable from, 
the British soil — ^which proelaims, even to the stranger and the so- 
joam^, the moment he sets his foot upon British earth, that the ground 
on which ho treads is holy, and consecrated by the genius of Universal 
Emancipation. No matter in what language ins doom may have been 
pronounced ; no matter what complexion incompatible with freedom, 
an Indian or an African sun may have burnt upon him ; no matter in 
what disastrous battle his liberty may have been cloven down ; no 
matter with what solemnities he ma.y have been devoted upon the 
altar of slavery ; the first moment he touches the sacred soil of Britain, 
the altar and the god sink together in the dust ; his soul walks abroad 
in her own majesty; his body swells beyond tiie measure of Ms 
chains, that burst from around hinij and he stands redeemed, regene- 
rated, and disenthralled, by the irresistible Genius of Uitivkrsal 

EUAMCIPATlON. 

HENRY GRATTAN. 

Liberty — and is tiiis subject a matter of indifference ?-^Liberty^ 
wluch, like the Deit^, is an essential spirit best known by its oonse- 
quences — liberty, wmcfa now animates you in your battles by sea and 
land, and lifts you up proudly superior to your enemies — ^liberty, that 
glorious spark and emanation of the Divinity, which fired your ances- 
tors, and taught them to feel like an Hampden, that it was not life, 
but the condition of living ! An Irishman sympathizes in these noble 
sentiments — wherever he goes — to whatever quarter of the earth ho 
journeys— -whatever wind blows his poor garments, let him but have ' 
the pnde, the glory, the ostmtcAiqn af liberty! 

MARIA EDGEWORf H. 

Am we disposed to pitv the slave-merchant, who, urged by the 
maniacal desire for gold, hears, unmoved, the groans of ni^ fellow- . 
creatures, the execrations of mankind, and that " small still voice,^ 
which haunts those who are stained with blood ? — Practical Education. 

Granting it to be physicall;^ impossible that the world should exist 
without rum and sugar and indigo, why could they not be produced 
by freemen as well as by slaves f If we hired negroes for laborers, 
instead of purchasing them for slaves, do you think they would not 
work as well as now 7 Does any negro, under the fear of the over* 
seer^ work harder than a Birmingham journeyman, or a Newcastle 
collier ; who toil £(xf: themselves and thdr fomilies ? 

The law, in our case, seems to make the ri^ht ; and the very re- . 
verse ou^t to be done i the right should make me law. 
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THOMAS MOORE. 

Who can, with patience, for a moment ta« 
The medley mass of pride and misery, 
Of whips aod charters, nmnaclea and righta. 
Of slaving blacks «nd democratic whites, 
And all the piebald policy that reigns 
In free confusion o'er Columbia's plains 7 
To think that man,— thou just and gentle God, 
Should stand before thee with a-tyranfs rod. 
O'er creatures like himself, with souls from thadt 
Yet dare to boast of.perfect liberty ! ! 

Away! away! Pd rather hold my neck 
By doubtful tenure from a Sultan's beck. 
In climes where liberty has scarce been namM 
Nor any right, but that of ruling claim'd. 
Than thus to lire, where boasted Freedom wftves 
Her fustain flag in mockery over slaves ; — 
Where motley laws, (admitting no degree 
Betwixt the I»sely slav'd and madly free,) 
Alike the bondage and the license suit, — 
The brute made ruler, and the man made brute! 

DANIEL O'CONNELL. 

The Americans, in their conduct towards the slarea, were traitors to 
the cause of human liberty, foul detractors of the democratic principle 
which he had cherished throughout his political life, and blasphemen 
of that great and sacred name which they pretended to recognioe. 
For, in their solemn league and covenant, the Declaration of American 
Independence, they declared that all men (he used their own words) 
have certain " inalienable rights," — these they defined to be, life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. To maintain these, they pledged them- 
selves with all the solemnity of an oath, in the presence of Almighty 
Qod. The aid which they had invoked ^om heaven had been awarded 
to them, but they had violated their awfully solemn compact with the 
Deity, and set at nought every principle which thev professed to hM 
sacred, by keeping two and a half millions of their fellow-men in 
bondage. In reprobation of that disgraceful conduct, his humble voice 
had been heard across the wide waves of the^ Atlantic. Like the 
thunder-storm in its strength, it had careered against the breeze, armed 
with the lightning of Christian truth. (Great cheering.) And let 
them seek to repress it as they may — let them murder and assassinate 
in the true spirit of Lvnch law ; the storm would wax louder and 
loader around them, till the dairas of justice beoarae too strong to be 
withstood, and the black man would stand up too big for his chains. 
It seemed, indeed — ^he hoped what he was about to say was not pnK 
fanation— ^as if the curse of the Almighty had already overtaken them. 
For the first time in their political history, dismeeful tumult and 
anarchy had been witnessea in their cities. Blopd had been shed 
without the sanction of law, and even Sir Robert Peel had been enabled 
to taunt the Americans with gross inomaistency and lawless proceed- 
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tn^ He difl^red from Sir Robert Peel on many pofnts. On on* 
point, however, he fully agreed with him. J^ the proud Americana 
learn that alt parties m thia country unite in condemnation of their 
present conduct ; and let them also learn that the worst of ^1 aristoc- 
racies is that which prevails in Ameiica-^an aristocracy which iiad 
been aptly denominated that of the human skin. The most i|isulferable 
pride was that shown by such an aiistocracy. 

He would continue to hurt his taunts across the Atlantic These 
would ascend the Mississippi, they would descend the Missouri, and 
be heard along the banks or the Ohio and the Monongahela, till the 
black man would leap delighted to express his gratitude to those who 
had effected his emancipation. (Cheers.) And, Oh>— but perhaps it 
was his pride that dictated the hope — that some black O^Connell nught 
rise amon^ his felk>w-slaves (tremendous cheers,) who would ciy 
agitate, agitate, agitate (renewed cheering,) till the two millions and a 
half of his feUow-sufferers learned the secret of their strength — Gleamed 
that they were two millions and a hal£ (Enthusiastic cheers.) If there 
was one tfain^ which more than another could excite his hatred, it was 
the laws which the Americans, had framed to prevent the instruction 
of their slaves. To teach a slave to read was made a capital offence. 
(Shame.) To be seen in company with a negro who could write was 
visited with imprisonment (shame,) and to teach a slave the principles 
of freedom, was punished with death. Were these human laws, it 
might be asked ? Were they not laws made by wolves of the forest ? 
No, they were made by a congregation of two-legged wolves — Ameri- 
can wolves — monsters in human shape, who boast of their liberty and 
of their humanity, while they carry the hearts of tigers with'm them. 
(Cheers.) With regard to the attacks which had been made upon his 
countrymen by such men, he rejoiced at them. (Cheers.) These 
proved to him that the suflferings to which they had been fiubiected in 
the land of their birth, had not been lost upon them ,- but tnat their 
kindly afiections had been nurtured into strength, and that they had 
ranged Uiemselves on the side of the oppesseid slave. (Cheeis.)— 
Spuch in Glasgcw, SeoUandy Sept. 1836. 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

ABI VIATOR, 
I KT IMITARE, SI POTERIS, 

BTBBMUUIC PRO VIRILI LIBBRTATIS VINDICEM. 

(OO TRAVELLER, 

AMD IMITATE IF lOXJ CAN, 

▲ STRBNVOtfS ADVOCATE OF HiniAM LIBERTT.) 

From the Epitaph of Dean Swifts 
Written 6y ftimsel/, and engrmed on Mf monument in 8L 
PaMcl^t Cathedrd, Dublin. 
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THE LEGION OF LIBERTY. 

DANIEL 0*GONNELL, THEOBALD MATHEW, AND SIX- 
TY f liOUSAND (60,000) OTHER IRISHMEN. 

Deah Friends : — Yo\| are at a great distance fVom your native 
land ! A wide e3y>anse of water separates you from the beloved 
coant(y of your birth-7-fronfi us, and from the Jkindrcd whom you 
lflV€, and who love you, and pray for your happiness and prosperity 
in the land' of your adoption. 

Wa regard America with feelings of admiration : we do not look 
upon hef'as a strange land, or ilpon her people as aliens from our af^ 
fections. The«power of steam has brought U0 nearer together ; it 
will inorelLS<j the intercourse between us, so that the character of the 
Irish people and of the American people must in future be acted upon 
by the fbelings and dispositions of each. 

The object of this address is to call your attention to the subject of 
SLAVERY IN AMERICA— that foul blot upon the noble institii. 
tions and the fair fame of your adopted country. But for this stain, 
America would, indeed, be a land worthy of your adoption ; but she 
will never be the glorious cc^untry that her free constitution designed 
her to be, so long as her soil is polluted by the footprint of a sin- 
gle slave. 

Slavery is the most tremendous invasion of the natural, inaliena- 
ble rights of man, and of some of the noblest gifts of God, " life, 
liberty, and the pursuit oi* happiness." What a spectacle does Ameri. 
ca present to the people of the earth ! A land of professing ChriB- 
tian republicans, uniting their energies for the oppression and de- 
gradation of three millions of innocent human beings, the children of 
one common Father, who suffer the most grievous wrongs, and the 
utmost degradation, for no crime of their ancestors or their own ! 
Slavery is a sin against God and man. All who are not for it jnust 
be against it. None can be neutral. We entreat you to take the 
part of justice, religion and liberty. 

It is m vain that American citizens attempt to conceal their own 
and their country's degradation, under this withering curse. America 
IB cursed by slavery ! We call upon you to finite toith the aholi^ 
tiomstgf and never to cease your efforts until perfect liberty be granted 
to every one of her inhabitants, the black man as well as the white 
man. We are all children of the same gracious God, all equally en- 
titled to ** life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

We are told that you possess great power, both moral and political, 
in America. We entreat you to exercise that power and that influ- 
ence for the sake of humanity. 

You will not witness the horrors of slavery in all the States of 
America. Thirteen of them are/rfec, and thirteen are slave Stct^es, 
But in all, the pro-slavery feeling, though rapidly decreasing, is still 
strong. Do not unite with it ; on the contrary, oppose it by all the 
peaceful means in your power. Join with the abolitionists every 
where. They are the only consistent advocates of liberty. Tell every 
man that you do not understand liberty for the white man, and slavery 
for the black man : that you are for liberty for all, of every color, 
creed, and country. 
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RICHARD M. J0HK80V. 

The American citizen proudly points to the national Dedf^ation 
of Independence, which declares that «' All mankind are bom free 
and equal, and are alike entitled to life, liberty, and {he pursuit of 
happiness.** Aid him to carry out this no^e declaration by obtain, 
ing freedom for the^lave. 

Irishmen and Irishwomen ! treat the colored peoj^e as your equals, 
as brethren. By all your memories of Ireland, continue to love li- 
berty — hate slavery— clin^ hy the abolitionists, and in America you 
will do honor to the name of Ireland. 



RICHARD M. JOHNSON, ^ 

Ireland feels the iron hoof of oppression. She cnes^Ioud to the 
nations for sympathy. She is the oest judge of the sufferings she en- 
dures — ^their extent — ^their intensity, and we as lookers-on, can not 
remain indifferent if we would. Ireland feels that she is not an in- 
tegral portion of the British Empire — every act of the British Parlia* 
ment tells her that she is an alien, an outcast, a neglected one. Ire- 
land spurns the oppressor, and stands forward to vindicate and es. 
tablish her right to self-government. Her struggle is peaceable — ^it 
is moral — irresistible — sublime. She docs not struggle as w© strug- 
gled against British power, with the bayonet and the cannon. No ! 
she adopts another and a different force— the force of argument-— 
of moral reasoning — of intellectual electricity. With those forces 
she hopes to rend asunder the puny manacles of British tyranny, 
and the cause of general liberty is too dear lo American freemea 
not to wish her complete success. [Cheers.] Some persons may 
take exceptions to these meetings^ and may dovbt the prudence ^ 
American citizens interfering in the cause of the oppressed. Gen- 
tlemen, my opinion is, that the cause of honor, and virtue^ and 
charity when honestly followed, will , always be found a prudent 
course. Above all, it is the only course tohich American freemen 
can pursue. This is the land of the free, and the home of the brave, 
and we have an undoubted right to sympathise with the oppressed — 
to feed the hungry and clothe the naked from wheresoever they may 
appeal. We have the right, aud may we never be wanting in the 
disposition to aid in the dissnthralment of oppressed man, whether 
tmder an Irish or an Eastern sun. [Loud cheers.] I believe the 
eentiments I utter find a sincere respont^e in your bosoms, and I be- 
lieve nine-tenths of the American people would respond to the ap- 
peals of the oppressed in the sanio wtiy. -^Speech at Frankfort 
Kentucky, 1842. 
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ERIPJ G . BUAGH! 

JAMES HAUGHTON. 
Slaver; racb an I have descrilw'd to ;ou ei'itHa, lo ut immeiLw m- 
Icnl, in America. Tliat highly pnilessing (leojile, wlio uik so much 
about libcrtjl and afteoi: to dcRpi ^ Iha iiuLilutianB of every atbet 
country in tha H'oild is unfit fur ine.i to live under — that oountrj 
tvhich Las blazoned upon i(> slacdard one of Ihe iiiAleit lieRlBraliooi 
which haa ever l>ccn [iroiiiutgaturi, but which they have made a mert 

Crcbmenl record, luviug no- place in Iheir afieotions— that peopla 
ve degraded themselves l>y a foul contact with alavery euch aa I 
have described ; and it is to tbis degraded laud that thouaaada of oiir 
conntrymen are annually euiigrating, uneonecious that so great a 
blot resla upon it, America ia a fine land, and ber vrhite people may 
well boael of tlic freedom Ihey enjoy ; but, so l<ing as ttiey retain 
throe millions of their falloHr-nien in bandage merely on accuiuil of 
tfie dark color of their shins, (heir name will be diahonorodon tlia 
earth. Lot ub endeavor to wash our hands clear of tbia wichcdneaa, 
by telling every slave-hoWing American who coines among us, that 
we can hold nufiiendly communication with him — that we consider tb* 
crime of which he ii guilty as dcgradingasany of the crime* which art 
eoOBiderod among men every wboae as rendering their perpetrators in- 
fameuB. Mr. Hauglilon hero look a rapid eurvey of the condilion of 
slaves in the southern slates of the Union, and gave some account of 
the {iractice of breeding slaves for Bale' — Sptuh inDakiin. 
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ROBERT R. MADDEN. 



The efibrti of the British government for the suppression of the 
slave trade have been right honestly, assriduouslj, and energetiesllj 
directed to this great object, at least during the last four years of my 
knowledge of this suppression. It is impossible for any person not 
ofiiciaUy acquainted with these matters to form an adequate idea of 
the extent of these exertions, and the untiring energy and perseverance 
with which tliey have been carried on in various countries. 

Great use is made iii America of the extraordinary political influ. 
ence of the poor people of this country who emigrate to America, 
and to the efforts that ought to be made to give them right and whole 
some feelings on the subject of slavery, and a just understanding of 
the value of those efforts that are made to right the wronged, although 
the persons that are injured, and whose rights are outraged, are men 
of a diffurcj»t complexion to our own. It is impossible for any one 
who has not visited America, to conceive what an extraordinary in- 
fluence, on the government of that country the votes of the Irish 
people have, or how little beneficial use they make of the power they 
possess and exercise at the hustJDgs with such extraordinary eSect, 

They should not be left to depar^ from our own shores, ignorant 
that there does not exist in naturer in religion, or in civil polity, a 
reason for robbing any man of his liberty, be he black or white'— that 
there is neither truth, justice, nor humanity in the declarations they 
hear, that slavery is consonant to the condition of negro men, has a 
sanction in nature, or is sanctified by the permission of any chris- 
tian church. The fact must be forced on their attention by those who 
aie best qualified to inform their minds and to gain their hearts — that 
slavery has no sanction from their church — that to devote x>ne-fourth.. 
part of the habitable globe to perpetual bloodshed and warfare — ^to 
give up the vast continent of Africa to the ravages of the man-rob- 
bers who deal in flesh and blood — the marauders who sack the towns 
and villages — the merchant murderers who ply the odious trade, who 
separate the child from the mother, the husband from the wife, father 
from the son, is a nionstrous system of cruelty that, in any of its 
forms, is intolerable and unjust. The state of things of which I 
speak I have rnyself seen ; and the experience I have alluded to is 
the result of what I have observed on three occasions that I have 
visited the United States during the last six years. Of the necessity 
that exists for dijffusing sounder options on the subject of slavery, I 
am sure I need bring forward no other argument than tliis — that if 
the political influence of the Irish settlers and emigrants of America 
were exerted in favor of th6 cause of the abolition of slavery in the 
United States, that system could not possibly endure ! — Speech at 
Dublin A. S. Society, 1842. 

Mr. Madden then adduced various authorities from the fathers, the 
doctrines of the church, and the decrees of the popes, against sla- 
very. 

" The great synod of Armagh, at a period of general consterna- 
tion, declared * that the public calamities were to be held as an in- 
fliction of divine justice on account of the sins of the Irish people. 
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uid more especially because that in former times they vised to mako 
i>ond slaves of the English, whotn tbey had purchased as well from 
merchants as from robbers and pirater—a crime for which God now 
took vengeance upon them, by delivering them into like bondage 
themselves. And acting upon the spirit of these bunsane and chris* 
tian views, the synod unanimously decreed and ordered, that all the 
English throughout the island, who were in a state of slavciy should 
be restored to their former freedom.'^ — T. Moore's History of Ireland, 
vol. 9. (This general act of emancipation of slaves, it is worthy of 
notice, is the first on record in any European country.) 

** St. Elboius, Bishop of Noyan, was particularly zealous to ran- 
som captives. When a slave was to be sold in any place he hastened 
thither, and sometimes ransomed fifty or a hundred at a time, espe. 
cially Saxons, who were sold in great numbers.** 

** St. Francis Xavibr walked ihrougti the streets of Goa, with a 
bell in bis hand, summoning all masters, for the love of God, to send 
their children and slaves to catechism { and such was the elTect of 
his preaching, restitution was made of unjust gains, slaves who had 
been unjustly acquired wore set at liberty.** 

** St. Bathildes, Queen of France, forbade christians to be made 
slaves, gave great, numbors their liberty, and declared all capable of 
property. The Franks still retained slaves, with this condition, at* 
tached to certain manors or farms, and bound* to certain particular 
kinds of servitude. The kings of the second race often set great 
numbers free, and were imitated by other lords* Queen Blanche and 
St. Lewis contributed more than any others to ease the ooRditiim of 
the vassals ; and Lewis Huttio abolished slavery in France, declar- 
ing all men free who live in that kingdom, according to the spirit of 
Christianity, which teaches us to treat all men as our brethren.*' 

" Afler the departure of the Vandals with their captives and an 
immense booty, St. Leo X. sent zealous Catholic priests and alms for 
the relief of the captives in Africa.** 

** St. AuousTiN sometimes melted down part of the sacred vessels 
to redeem captives, in which he was authorised by the example of 
Su Ambrose. He reproved one Romulus fi>r the oppression pf hia 
poor vassals.** 

<* St. Hilary, to redeem captives, caused the church plate to be 
sold, not excepting the sacred vessels, making use of paters and cha* 
lices of glass in the celebration of the divine mysteries.** 

" In the reign of Pope Pius V^ fifteen thotieand slaves that were 
fbund chained on board the gallies of the Turkish fleet were set at 
liberty*** 

O. SEIDENSTICKER. 

During the revolution in Goettingen, we had the pleasure of en- 
joying much of his society ; we always fbund him an amiable friend, 
and a man fired with the enthusiasm for liberty and republican insti. 
tutions ; a man whom no obstacle could deter, and who never \oat 
flight of the realization of his project and the perfbrmance of his duty. 
OfteO} when the courage of hia fricn<i» began to fail, and doubts weie 
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expressed as to lije possible success of the undertaking, we hare seea 
him point to America and place before oar eyes the cerabats and Tie- 
tories of the former colonics. Alas! he has been disappointed, for, 
out off from his friends snd those who shared his opinions in other 
parts of Hanover, without as(»islance from Brunswick and Hessia, 
we were obliged to yield to force. Matiy of our friends found safety 
in flight and protection in foreign lands, but Eggerling and Seidea. 
sticker, the most active members of the repubtican par^, Were taken 
and thrust into dungeons. 

Forgetting his own suflfering, Seidensticker renoembers the misery 
of the op[>re£Scd slaves, and says in hip letter written in prison. 

** Warmed as I feel wiih sympathy, every time that such men as 
Mr. Slade, deputy from Vi^rmont, raise their voices for the abolition 
of slavery, this stain of infamy upon the United States, yet the in* 
terest in American institutions and the confidence in their advantages 
must be considerably diminished, nay the feelings of every philan* 
thropist must be outraged, when we read speeches, such as that of 
Mr. Calhoun, in the senate, and those of the deputies Wise and Le- 
gare, for Virginia and South Carol ina.*' 

CONRAD FKIEDRICH STOLLMEYER. 

What has brought about the fall of Sparta and the ether Greek re^ 
publics, as well as, of pioud Rome 1 A system of slavery, and a 
consequent demoralization. Why has the xepublic of Swit^erlaud 
coaled for more than five hundred ygars, surrounded by monarchies f 
Because slavery, the root of demoralization and despotism, has nevei 
been tolerated there. Our opinion, which is founded upon obs&rva« ' 
tion of the natural course of events, is, that the curing of a d^isease 
jproduces health, nol death, as well in the body of man as in the body 
of the state. 

As* an individaal snfiers, wtien his body is diseased, so does the 
citizen .suffer from the malady of the state, when wrong ia publicly 
defended hj those who are charged with the care of the state, injua* 
tioe will be heaped upon injustice. The defence of slavery is followed 
l>y the refusal of the right of petttiouing, a right the violation of 
which overthrows the principles of the republic. The servants elect- 
ed by the people, the mecabers> of Congress, refused to listen to the 
wishes of their constituents, aod by this act of violence assumed the 
character of dictators. Many who used to take no notice of the 
etents at Washington, were aroused fi^om their slumbers and per. 
oeived the threatening danger. The names of these violators of the 
oonstituti^n, are written down in unexpungable characters, and in 
time will not escape the general branding. Already the personal and 
party friends of these men admit this act to have been a blunder ; but 
It is not only a blander but an act of vitlany. 
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DOMINIC SOTO. 



»*To Soto belongs the signal honor of being the first writer whd 
eondemned the African slave-trade .** * It b affirmed,' say» be^ * that 
the unhappy Ethiopians are by fraud or force carried away and sold 
as slaves. If this is true, ncitlvcr those who have taken them nor. 
those who purchase them, nor these who hold them in bondage, can 
ever have a quiet conscience till they emancipate them, jeven if no 
coinpcn$atiQn should bo obtained.' As the work which contains this 
memorable condemnation of man-stealing and slavery wa$ the sab> 
stance of lectures many yeajs delivered at Salamanca, philosophy 
and religion appear^ by the hand itf their faithi\ii minister, to have 
thus, smitten the monster in their earliest infalicy. It is hard for any 
mail of this age to conceive the praise which is due to the excellent 
monks who couiageously asserted the rights of those whom they 
never saw, against the prejudices of their order, the supposed interest 
of their religion, the ambition of their government, the avarice, and 
pride of tlieir countryn^dn, and the prevailing opinion of their time. 
-— jSir James Mackintosh. % 



POPE GREGORY XVI. 
Bull por the Abolition of the Negro Slave Trade» 

On the 3d of December, 1839, the ninth year of the Pontiiicaie* 
Placed as we are on the supreme seat of the Aposilee, and actingi 
though by no merits of our own, as the vicegerent of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, who through his great mercy ooodesoended to make 
himself man and to die for the redemption of the world* wo regard 
as a duty devolving on our pastoral functions, that we endeavor to 
turn aside our faithful flocks entirely from the inhuman traffic in ne* 
groes, or any other human beings whatsoever. Beyond a doubt, 
when the light of ihe gospel first began to diffose itself, those unhap* 
py persons, who were plunged into the severest condition of slavery, 
in consequence of the numerous wars at that time, fouBd their eon* 
dition alleviated among the christians. For the Apostle, inspired 
by the Divine Spirit, (aught even their slaves to obey their carnal 
masters as Christ, and to do the will of God heartily. They also 
taught their masters that they should act well to their slaves^ and do 
unto them what was just and equitable, and abstain from threats, 
knowing that the God both of them and their slaves, dwells in Hea- 
ven, and tliat wiihhim there is no acceptance of persons. But while 
a sincere and universal spirit of charity is especially enjoined by the 
law of the Gospel, and our Lord himself said that he would consider 
any act of benevolence and mercy done to the least or poorest, or de* 
nied, as done or denied to himself, it readily followed that the chris^ 
tians not only considered their slaves, especially siieh as were chrie> 
tians, ^ the light of brothers, but were even very prone to endow 
with libeKy such as deserved. Indeed Gregorius Nissenus informs us 
that sQch -liberation of slaves was customary on the oceasion of the 
|>ascbal soJemnitioe* Nor were there christians wanting, who, stirred 
up by a more burning zeal^ subjected tfaeiiMel?«i to tlavwy to fodeem 



POPE CftCGOftY XVI. 

Others, mtny of whom that apoetolical penonag^e, our predecessor, 
Clement, I. tettifiea ihat he knevr. Hence, in prog^ress of time, aa 
the clouds of heathen supentit'on became graduallj dispersed, cir« 
ciimHlancos reached that point that during several centuries there 
were no slaves allowed amongst the great majority of the christian 
aaClons, but with grief we are compelled to add, that there after^ 
wards arose, even among the faithful, a race of men who, basely 
blindctl hj the appetite and desire of sordid lucre, did not hesitate tcr 
reduce in remote regions of the earth, Indians, negroes, and other 
wretched beings, to the miseries of slavery, or, finding the trade es- 
tabliflhed and augmented, to assist the shameful crime of others. Nor 
did many of the most glorioos of the Roman Pontifis omit severely 
to reprove their conduct as iiijurious fo their soul'ii health, and dis^ 
graceful to the chriFtian name. Among these may be especmlly 
qtinted the Bull of Paul III. which bears date the 29lh of May* 
1537, addressed to the Cardinal Archbishop of Tpledo ; and another 
still more comprehensive by Urban VIII. dated the 22d of April, 
1639, to the cellector Juriura of the Apostolic Chamber in PortQ^l, 
most severely castigating by name, those who presumed to subject 
eitlier East or West Indians to slavery. Pope Benbdict XIV. stib^ 
scquently confirmed these decrees of those distinguished Pontifis by 
a new Bull, addressed to the heads of the governing aathorities of 
Brazil, and other regions, on the 17th December, 1741. Even be- 
fore another predecessor of ours, more ancient than these, Pius II., 
ill whose age the dominion of Portugal was extended to Guinea, wrote 
on the 7lh October, 1462, to the Portuguese bishop, who was about 
to repair thither, a tetter, in which he not only gave to that high 
functionary powers to exercise with greater success his sacred minis' 
try in tliose parts, but gravely animadverted on the same occasion 
upon those christians who carried youth into slavery. And in our 
own time Pios VII. moved by the same spirit of religion and charity 
as tho^ who had gone before him, sedulously interposed his good ^f' 
fioes with the men in power, that the trade in blacks should at length 
be put an end to entirely amongst the christians. These injunctions 
and these gaod ofBces of our predecessors served not a little, with the 
help of God, towards protecting the Indians and the other aforesai<} 
races, both from the cruelty of their invaders and from the cupidity 
of the christian merchants ; not to such an extent however, that the 
Holy Sec can have to rejoice at their flocks having totally abandoned 
such practices, since, on the contrary, the trade in blacks, though 
diminished to some extent, is still carried on by many christians; 
wherefore, we, desiring to avert this disgrace from the whole confines 
of Christianity, having summoned several of our rererend brothers, 
their eminences the Cardinals, to onr counsel, and having maturely 
deliberated on the whole matter, pursaing the footsteps of our pre- 
decessors, admonish by our apostolic authority, and urgently invoke 
in the name of God, all christians of whatever condition, th^ none 
henceforth dare to subject to slavery, unjustly persecute, or despoil 
of their goods, Indians^ negroes, or other classes of men, or to be 
aeoessorias to othel« or furnish their aid or assistance in so doing ; 
and oa xk> account honeefoith to exoreisd that iahttmaa traffic, by 
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which negroes a^'c reduced to slavery, za if Ihey were not men, bat 
automata or chattels, . and are sold in de^ance of all the lawa of jus- 
tice and humanity, and devoted to severe and intolerable labors. We 
further reprobate by our apoB'oIic authority all the above discribed 
oifences as utterly unworthy of the ciiristian name; and by the same 
authority we rigidly prohibit and interdict all and every individual, 
whether ccclcssiastical or laical, from presuming to defend that com.' 
merce in negro slaves under any pretence or borrowed color, or to 
teach or publish in any manner, publicly or privately, things contra- 
ry to the admonitions which we have given in those letters. 

And finally that this, om* Bull, may be rendered more apparent to 
all, and that no person may allege any ignorance thereof, we decree 
and order that it shall be published according to custom, and obples 
thereof be properly affixed to the gates of St Peter, and of the Apos* 
tolic Chancel every and in like manner to the General Court oo 
Mount Pitatouia, and in the field of the Campus Flora, and also 
through the city by one of our heralds according to aforesaid custom. 

Given at Rome, at the Palace of Santa Maria Major, under the 
seal of the fisherman (sub annulo piscatoris,) on the third day of 
Dec. 1839, and in the ninth year of our Pontificate. Counterngned 
by Cardinal A. LAMBRQscHtNi. 



AddreM of ike British retidenta of Ovbraltar^ Cadiz. Fhrenee^ 
Naples, Leghorn, Smyrna, Tripoli, Malta, and Goza, 

X testimonial of gratitude to his Highness, the Bashaw of Tanii, 
for his philanthropic and most noble resolution to abolish the inhuman 
and horrible traffic in slaves, throughout his extensive and very im 
poHant African dominions. 

We, the undersigned British residents,- officers and merchants of 
Gibralter, having heard of your Highnesses philanthropic and nuble 
intention to abolish the inhuman traffic in ^lack slaves, throughout 
your territories, and that your Highness has, in completion of so so- 
lemn and humane a design, actually taken the preliminary steps, by. 
by suppressing all public places for the sale of negroes ; foreseeing 
the vast consequences of good to humanity in the regions of North 
and Central Afiica^ which must inevitably follow from conduct bo 
full of enlightened and princely philanthropy ; recognizing in this 
spontaneous determination of your Highness, a manifest and all-im- 
pressive example to the Maliometan and Christian sovereigns of neigh- 
boring states, inciting them to similar efforts for the relief of the 
blacks of Africa, a large, but most degraded and suffering portion of 
the human race ; remembering the immense sacrifices which our own 
country has made, and continues to make, in blood and treasure, to 
aboli&h throughout the world th& foul crime of trafficking in the bo- 
dies and souls of men ; feeling that your Highness's noble philan- 
throphy will excite joy and thankfulness in the minds of our countiy- 
men at home, as it does in our own breasts ; we cannot but ezproM 
our ardent admiration of your Highnesses anti-slavery measures, and 
dffer you our mo^ cordial acknowledgment and thanks ; wishing you 
all prosperity in your administration of the important regency of 
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Tunis; alio e?ery happiness in your personal and domestic relations , 
and in the life to come, a full reward for this great act of mercy to 
the forlorn and desolate children of Africa. 

MUSHEER AHMED BASHAW BEY . 

Praise be to GK>d ! 

From the eerrant of God^Musheer Ahmed Bashaw Bey, sove. 
reign prince of the dominions of Tunis, to the perfectly honored 
Englishmen united together for the melioration of the human race. 
May God honor them ! 

We have received the letter which you have forwarded to us by tbo 
honored and revered RiciiarJson, congratulating us upon the mea. 
Bares that we have adopted for the glory of maakind, to distinguish 
tliem from the brute creation. 

Your letter has filled us with joy and baiisfiic^ion. 

May God aid us in our efforts — may he enab.e tka to accomplish th« 
objects of our hopes—and may he accept this our work ! 

May you live continually under the protection of God Almighty ! 

Given at Tunia, 26th day Elhojah, 1257, (7th Feb. 1842,) 

JAMES RICHARDSOxV. 

I Went, whilst in Tunis, to see the demolished slave-market. J 
felt deeply when I saw the rain of this crying iniquity. Hundreds of 
]rears human beings had been exposed for sale in thai place, like oat. 
tie ! How strange that a Mussulman state should tear down that den 
of traffic for the bodies and souls of men, while in ChiistiaB Ameri. 
ca this foul system still flourishes in such vigor ! ! How dreadful tho 
responsibility of the Americans { 

I made many Inquiries as to the feelinef of tlic Moors on this sub^ 
ject. I am most happy to say that the ^cater part are in favor of 
tlie Bey, but all obey. If slaves now are sold in Tunis, it is eoir. 
ti'abanJ, and with the greatest secrecy. It is now only exchange, 
one proprietor giving' his slave to another proprietor for his. But all 
this is done in darkness. No slave can be bought or sold by tlie laws 
of the country. The prohibition is complete and absolute. And 
many of the courtiers of the Bey^ following his noble example, are 
liberating their slaves— forever ! He said personally to me among 
other things — " I began with pleasure the abolition of slavery, and 
will not cease to prosecute the great work of emancipation, until J 
have completely extirpated slavery from my dominions." 

AUSTRIA. 

Elxtract from an ordinance of his Imperial and Royal Majesty of 
Austria, d^ted 25th June, 1826. 
^In order to prevent Austiian subjects and vassals from partici- 

f mating in any manner in the slave-trade, and in order to prevent slaves 
Fom bad treatment, his Imperial and Royal Majesty, in conCormity 
with the existing laws of Au&tria«(viz. section 16 of tlie Civil Code, 



« 

• 

wluch determines that' every human being, in virtue of those rig|ht9 
which are recognised by reason, is to be-considered a civil person, and 
that, therefore, slavery, and every exercise of power relative to the 
state of slavery, are not tolewited in the imperial and royol doThinions,) 
and further,' in conformity with section 78 of the first part of tlie Fenal 
Code," which declares every hindrance of the exercise of personal 
liberty a crime of pJiblic violence — has been graciously pleased, by his 
sovereign resolution of 25th June, 1826, to determiiie and order as 
follows: — Art. I. Any slave, from the moment he treads on the soil of 
the Imperial and Royal Dominions of Austria, or even merely steps 
on board of an Austrian vessel, slmll be free." 

Austrian Consulate General, New York, Oct, 18, 18J0. 

^ L. Lbderek. 

RUSSIA. 

Consular notice. — Certain individuals who, in defianer of the 
laws of thpir owa country, still continue to ci^agr in the African 
slave-trade, having ^iven cause for Puspicion that they intend to make 
use of the Russian tiag as a protection againsi the rij^hl of srarch and 
seizure, mutually . assumed and concedrd by the powers participating 
in the treaty for tiie suppression of this nefarious traffic, the under- 
signed, the Russian Constil General, at New York, being specially 
instructed by his government, gives hereby public notice to all persons 
whom.it may concern, thnt the Russian flag can in no case be resulted 
to without the previous permission of the Impeiial Government, and 
without legal authorization in due fwm,.and in strict accordance will* 
the laws of the empire ; that any proceeding to the contrary shall be 
considered as a/rattrf, exposing the persons guilty of it to all its conse- 
quences ; and that no slave-trader, in any circimistances whatever, 
when seized under the Russian flag, or otherwise, can invoke the, aid 
of the Imperial Government to screen him from jutit and well-merited 
punishment. 

Russe du Consulate General, New. York, Apiil 2, 1836. 

Alexis EustaPhievr. 

FRANCE* 

MARSBLLOISE HTUN. 

With luxury and pride surrounded. 

The vile insatiate desjJbts dare 
(Their thirst of power and gold unbounded) ' , 

To mete and vend the liyht and air : 
Like beasts of burden would they load ue. 

Like demons bid their slaves adore ; 

But man rs man, and who is more I' 
Then shall they longer lash and goad us ? 

O Liberty ! can man resign thee, 

Once having felt thy generous flame ? 
Can dungeon's bolts, or bars confine thee, . 

Or whips thy noble spirit tame I 
' Too long the world has wept bewailing 

That falsehood's dogf?ftr tyrants wield i 

JBut freedom is our sword and shield, 
And all their su'ts ai*e unavailing ! 



KONTB8QiriSU«--^J. J« ROUSSEAU — BUFFON. 

MONTESaUIEU. 

SUvefy is not useiiil either to the master or to the nlave ; to the 
slave, because he can do nothing by virtue ; to the master, because 
he contracts with his slaves all sorts of evil habits, inures himself in- 
sensibly to neglect every moral virtue, and becomes proud, passionate, 
hard-hearted, violent, voluptuousyand cruel. The slave sees a society 
happy whereof he is not even a part; he finds tliat security is 
established for others, but not for lum : he perceives that his master 
has a soul capable of self-advancement, while bis own is violently and 
for ever .repressed. Nothing puts one nearer the condition of the 
beasts than always to see freemen and not to be free. Such a person 
i$ ike tuUural etiemy of the society in which he lives. 

It is impossible to allow the negroes are men, because if we allow 
them to be men, it will begin to be believed that we are not Christians. 

JEAN JACaUES ROUSSEAU. 

To renounce our liberty is to renounce our quality of roan, and wUh 
it ail tbe rights and duties of humanit}^ ; and no adequate compensation 
can 'possibly be made for such a sacrifice ; as it is iii itself imcompati- 
ble with the nature of man, whose actions, when once he is deprived 
of his free will, must be destitute of all morality. In a word, a con- 
vention which stipulates for absolute authority on one side, and 
unlimited obedience on the other, must always be considered as vain 
and contradictory. What right can my slave have that is not mine, 
since every thing that he has belongs to me ; and to speak of the, 
ri^!.t of me against myseli is absolute nonsense. 

Thus in whatever light we view things, the right of slaveiy is found 
to bo null ; not only because it is illegal, but because it can have no 
existence ; for the terms slavery and right contradict and exclude each 
other ; and be it from man to man, or from a man to a nation, it 
would be equally nonsensical to say — / make a covenant with you entirely 
at your expense, and for my benefit ; I loUl observe it as fw as my inclines 
turn leads me, and you shall observe U as Jar as I please,— [On the Social 
Contract] 

BUFFON. 

Upon the whole, it is apparent tJiat Uie unfortunate negroes are 
endowed with excellent hearts, and possess the seeds of every human 
virtue. I cannot write their history, without lamenting their misera- 
ble condition. Is it not more than enous^h to reduce men to slavery, 
and to oblige them to labor perpetually, without the capacity of 
acquiring property ? To these, is it necessary to add cruelty, and 
blows, and to abase them worse than brutes? Humanity revolts 
against those odious oppressions which result from avarice, and which 
would have been daily renewed, had not the laws given a friendly - 
check to the brutality of masters, and fixed limits to the sufferings of 
their slaves. They are forced to' labor ; and yet the coarsest food is 
dealt out to them with a sparing hand. " They support," say their 
obdurate taskmasters, *^ hunger without inconvenience ; a single 



H. GREGOIRE. 

European meal is sufficient provision to a negro for tliree days ; how- 
ever little they eat or sleep they are always equally strong and equally 
fit for labor.'* How can men, in whose breasts a single spark of 
humanity remains unextinguished,, adopt sue ^ detestable maxims? 
How dare they by such barbarous and diaboliwiil arguments, ^tlempt 
to paliatc those oppressions which originate solely from their thirst of 
gold ? But let U8 abandon those hardened monsters to perpetual 
infamy and return to our subject, — J>/atnral History, 

. H. GREGOIRE. 

If, eayrj Prire, you have a right to make another man a slave, he 
has a ri^ht to make you ^ slave ; and if we have no right says Rantsajfj 
to sell him, no one has a right to purchase him. 

If ever i73groes, bursting tli.eir chains, should come (which Heaven 
forbid) on t'ae European coast, to drag whites of both sexes from their 
families • to chain them and conduct tl)em to Africa, and mark tliem 
with a hot iron ; if whites stolen, sold, purchased by crimes, and 
place(} u:ider the guidance of merciless mspectors, were immediately 
compelled by the stroke of the whip, to woik in a climate injurious to 
their health, where, at the close of each day, they could have no other 
consolation than that of advancing another step to the tomb — no other 
perspecti fe than to suffer and ta die in all ^lo anguish of despair — if 
devoted to misery and ignominy, they were excluded from all the 
privileges of society, and declared! legally incapable of judicial action, 
their testimony would not have been admitted even against the black 
class ; if driven from the sidewalks, they were compelled to mingle 
with the mimals in the middle of the street — if a subscription were 
made to have them lashed in a mass, and their backs, to prevent gan- 
grene, covered with pepper and with salt — if the forfeit for killing them 
were but a triflin^ sum — if a reward were ottered for apprehending 
those who escape trom slavery — if those who escape were hunteii by a 
pack of houncfs, trained to carnage — if, blaspheming the Pivinrty, 
the blacks pretended, that by their origiii tliey had permission of 
Heaven to preach passive obedience and resign atirm to the whites — ^if 
greedy hireling writers pt>l)lished, that for this reason, just reprisals 
may be exercised against the rtbdlieuH whites, and that white slaves 
aro'happy, more happy than the peasants in the bosom of Africa ; — ^in 
a word, if all the arts of cunning and calumny, all the strength and 
fury of avarice, all the inventions of ferocit^r were directed against you, 
by a coalition of dogs, merchants, priests, kings, soldiers, and colonists, 
what cry of horror would resound tluou h these countries 7 To 
express it, new epithets would be sought ; a crowd of writers, and 
particularly of poets, would exhaust their rlojucnt lamentations, pro»- 
vided that having nothing to fear, thcio was something to gain. 
Europeans, reverse this hypothesis, and see what you are ! 

Yes, I repeat it, there is not a vice, not a species of wickedness, of 
which Europe is not guilty towards negroes, of which she has not shown 
them the example. Avenging God ! suspend thy thunder, exhaoat 
tjiy compassion, in giving her time and courage to repair, if posBible^ 
these horrors and atrocities. — Facidtus of Negroes. 



81 



ftATNAL J. P. BRI8SOT 



THE ABBE RAYNAL. 



Will it be said that he, who wants to make me a slave, does me no 
injury, but that he only makes use of his rights ? Where are those 
rights 7 AVho hath stamped upon them so sacred a character as to 
silence mine 7 

He who supports the system of slaverjr, is the enemy of the MrhoJe 
human race. He divides it into two societies of legal assasins ; the 
oppressors, and the oppressed. It is the same thing as proclaHnlng 
to the worldy if you would preserve your tiie, instantly take away 
mine, for I want to have yours. 

But the negroes, they say, are a race born for slavery ; their dispo- 
iitions are narrow, treacherous, and wicked ; they themselves allow 
the superiority of our understandings, and almost acknowledgre the 
justice of our authority. Yes ; the minds of the negroes are contracted, 
because slavery destroys all the spnngs of the soul. They are wicked, 
but not equally so with you. They are treacherous, because they are 
under no obligation to speak truth to their tyrants. They acknowl- 
edge the superiority of our understandings, because we have dbused 
their ignorance. They allow th^ justice of our authority, because we 
have abused their weakness. 

I shall not be afraid to cite to the tribunal of reason and justice those 
governments, which tolerate this cruelty, or which even are not ashamed 
to make it the basis of their power. 

JACIUES PIERRE BRISSOT. 

When you run over Maryland and Virginia, you conceive yourself 
in a different world ; and you are convinced of it, when you converse 
with the inhabitants. 

They speak not here of projects for freeing the ncCToes ; they praise 
not the societies of London and America ; they read not the works of 
Clarkson — No ; the indolent masters behold with uneasiness the eiibrts 
that are making to render freedom universal. 

" God has created men of atl naticntis, of all languages^ of all colors, 
equally free ; Slavery y in all Us formSj in aU its degrees^ is a violation of 
ths Divine laws ; and a degradation of human natvare,^ 

[Travels in the United States, 1788.] 

HYPPOUTE DE SAINT ANTHOINE. 

The American families of my acquaintance seem to have one por. 
tion of their hearts open to the tenderest sentiments, while, when- 
ever the subject is the melioration of the lot of these unfortunate 
blacks, another responds to the cr^uelest — nafnely, a blind prejndice. 
These distinguished families differ in this respect from the noble fami- 
lies of our own country, who in no case recognize the " aristocra- 
cy of the skin ;" for all are . in favor of the emancipation of the 
slaves. The class, not numerous, which opposes it here in France 



TH£ Z.BGIOR OF LIBERTY. 

« that which is conneeted bj interest with the coloni&ts, or hopes to 
obtain some thing of thetu. 

I do not believe, that in the United Spates; the hour which shall 
give liberty to tlie slaves will be thai of the extermination of the 
white race. Men wero not made to destroy one another. Let the 
fearful take courage from the example of Antigua. Tranquillity and 
concord reign tiiere. <!Jomnierce is more flourishing than ever before. 
It is an error Chen to beHeve that emancipation will be dcstractive to 
industry. The abolition of slavery will multiply men, talents, intel- 
ligence, and the objects of consumption. Emancipation will secure 
the whites from revolts and assassination, for, what wa^it but the 
great number of slaves which rendered revolts so frequent in the last 
days of the Roman republic ? The unnatural condition of slavery 
places man in continual conflict wilh man, spoils one man of hw 
rights without adding any thing to the real privileges (^ another ; and, 
far from favoring liberty by elevating the soul of the master, it only 
developcs those vicious propensities which plungfe him in luxury and 
debauchery. 

• Can those who really believe in a Divinity, and who constantly in. 
voke Him in all the actions of their lives, raise their hearts without 
remorse in view of the wrongs under which the anhappy blaeks have 
been crtished ? 

F. DE LA MENNAIS. 

Love God above Sill things, and . V.y neighbour as thyself, and haa^ 
dage would disappear from the eartii. 

But, in the mean time, those who profit &em the bondage of their 
brethren, will spare no labor to prolong it. They will employ for thii 
purpose both falsehood and force. 

They will say, that the arbitrary dominion of sorne^ andthebonda^ 
of all others is tlie established order of God ; and to preserve their 
tyranny they will not fear to blaspheme Providence. 

Say to such, that their god is Satan, the enemy of the human 
race, and that your God is he who hath conquered Satan. 

Liberty ie like the kingdom of heaven ; it sufiereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 

But the violence which shall place you in the^ possession of liberty, 
is not the ferocious violence of thieves and robbers, oppression, veni. 
geance, and cruelty ; but a will strong and inflexible, a courage calm 
and generous. 

The most holy cause beoomes most impious and execrable, wbe^ 
crime is employed to sustain it. The man of crhne, from, a slave 
may become a tyrant, but never will he become free,— Word* of a 

BslWMT, 



FRANCE. 

L-AIME-MARTIN. 

firings together a Turk, a Russian, a Chinese, and with pain w» 
Tenture to wrile, an American of the Uniied Slatee ; accuse tha 
Chinese of assassinating his own children, tlie Turk of niutilatinf; 
men, the Russian of selling at once the soil and the peasant, tbt 
American of breeding slaves in the land of Liberty ; jou hear them 
all without a blusli plead innocent of these crimes, which they haT« 
inherited from public opinion, and which are screened by education. 

Nature owns neither nobles nor vassals, neither masters nor slaves 
neither French nor Germans, nor English ; all arc men ! Under th4 
dominion of this sublime truth, what people will dare to sell slaves ' 
what nation will dajc to declare war against another I what man 
will dare to despise his fellow ? 

And now we begin to comprehend the work of the creator. W« 
love oui !'aniily more than ourselves, our country more than our fami. 
ly, and :<> hurran race more than our country, our soul embracei 
the woriij auci expands beyond it. From people to people she haA 
arrived in Iho unity of the human family. 

Our actions result in the rov.ards or pains which they merit. 
Good reciprocates good, evil reproducw evil. If thou buy and sell 
men and hold ..laves, all the vices of slavery wHl be entailed on thy 
family. 

White is found with cold, aiid brown, red and black with heat 
This general law is perpelua cd in the color of the human race 
Dark under the rays of the sun, and white in the temperate regions 
No condemnation of your poor Africans ; if the doctors curse you 
Nature blesses you, if monstrous prejudices make you a terrible ex 
ception. Nature, like a tender mother, embraces you in the generalitj. 
of her laws. — Civilization of the human family by meajis of Woman. 



M. DE tocqueville: 

UNANIMOUS OPINIO^ OF THE COMMISSION. 

Yonr Commission have been unanimous in the opinion, that th« 
lime has come to engage actively in the final abolition of slavery iu 
onr colonies ; and they have thought it their duty to endeavor to dv. 
vise the best method of accomplishing that object. 

Two general systems have naturally presented themselves. 

The first gives liberty to the slaves individually, and by a succes- 
sion of slow and progressive measures. 

The second puts a stop to servitude at once, and for every slave. 

Your Commission, afWr mature investigation, were of the unani- 
' motts opinion, that simultaneous emancipation presented less incoo* 
venience and fewer perils than gradual emancipation. 

Your Commission being thus convinced, tliat universal emancipa. 
tiOn was the least dangerous mode of destroying slavery, have ap. 
plied themselves wholly to the inquiry as to the general conditions 
and the manner in which this emancipation should be effected. 

Your Commission have repelled at once the idea of assimilating 
slaye property to other kinds of property protected by law. They dio 



FRANCE. ' 

DOl ftdmH that the restoring of a negro to liberty is a parallel cUe (a 
that of a forced exaction of property by the state for the public good* 
Man has never had the right of possessing maU) and the possession 
itself has always been and still is unlawful. 

And even if principles concerning tiieuse of property for the good 
of the community were here applicable, it is evid^jt that the planter 
could not| in accordance with these principles, claim in advance the 
reimbursement of the total value of the slave, for in the place of the 
slave whom the law takes from him, it offers him a free laborer. The 
fiPee workman, it is true, will only^erye for wages; but, the slave 
hifaiself can only serve on condition of purchase, nourishment, pro- 
tection, and clothing, which are wages under another form. The 
property of the planter, ther, is not invaded by the fact of emanci- 
pation ! he has strictly no right to an idemnity^ unless, by the yet 
doubtful result of this emancipation, the negroes refuse to work, or 
the wages which tliey demand for their labor shall exceed the sum 
§01 which their cooperation could be compelled during slavery. . 

It is, nevertheless, the unanimous opinion of your Commission, 
tiiat it would be neither humane, equitable, nor wise to refuse naaa* 
lance to the colonies at the hour when a general emancipation is do- 
dared, and during its operation. 

JUSTIN PERKINS, 

Missionary in Persia. 

Every European who meets us, as he strolte through these distant 
regions, for curiosity, for honor, or for' gain, goads us by tauntingly, 
but justly pointing us to American slavery, that blot of incoosisten* 
cy which so mars the escutcheon of our republican glory. And were 
the natives of this country, to which we have come to bring the tid. 
ings of * peace on earth and good will to men,' to know of the exis- 
tence o£ American slavery, how would they be wrapt in amazement, 
and apply to us the cutting rebuke, * physician, heal Jkhyself ;* and 
with reason ; fbr degraded as are the lower classes^ and particularly 
the nominally christians, in these countries, who are trodden down 
to the dust by their' Mohammedan niasters, and affecting as it often 
is, to witness their su^rings, there is still but a small comparison be- 
tween the horrors of their condition and that of the southern slaves. 
Yes ; though I blush, and my heart sinks at the acknowledgment, 
candor compels me to say, that in all my travels and residence in the 
regions of Mohammedan despotism, I have seen nothing in the shape 
of oppression to equal the rigors under which millions of immorUU 
beings are at this moment groaning, in our own christian, protestant, 
republican America ! May the first knowledge which Persians and 
Nestorians shall receive of American slavery, be the intelligence of 
its removal, and that * right early.' 
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HISTORY OF ABOLITIOIC. 



in the whnla of Ireland bo uamcdiitcly eTnincipxlsd and restored to 
llieir former libertj,' wu iniied in 1171. Pucing crrer nnny in. 
tttnetv of the ■bolllion of alirerj by law, both during the nUddle 
xge* ind (incs the rcfurmation, we find them multiplying ai we ap- 
proach our own times. In 1TT6, ntavcrjwaa aboliah^ in Prussia br 
■pecial edicl. la St. Domingo, Cajenne, Gaudaloape, and Marti- 
a IT94, when more than GOO.ODU bIsvbi were emancipated 
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the French trarernrRent. In Java, 1811; in Ceylon, 1815; 



M Ayre*, 1916; in St. Helena, 1816; in Colombia, 1831; hy 
the congrcH oT ChiK in 18S1 ( in Cape Colony, 1823 ; in Malacca. 
1S9S ; in the southern pnvmcea of Birmah, 1826 ; in Bolivia, 1826 ; 
in Peru, GuKlema'a and Monlevidea, 1828; in Jamaica, Bubodoes, 
the Bermudu, the Bahamaa. Anquilla, Mauriliua, St. (JhriBlapber's 
Nerte, the Virgin leVande, (Briliah,) Antigua. Montwrrat, Domioi. 
ea, at. Vincent'H, Grenada, Bcrbice, Tobago, St. Lucia, Trinidad, 
Honduras, Uemerara. Efiiequiba. and the cape of Good Hope, on 
' the lat of August, lii34. But, .waiving detail*, nufEce it to sa; thai 
England. Prance, Spaie. Portugal, Denmark, Ruraia, Austria, Prua. 
•■a, and German;, have all, and ofl«n, given their testimony to tiis 
eompetencr of the legislalire power to abolish slavery. In our ova 
eotuitry, the legislature of Penngjlvania^ passed an act of abolition 
in 1T8&; Connecticut in 1784, Rhode- Island in 1784, New.Yorli in 
1T99, NewJerKjr in 1804. Vermont by consUtulion in 1777, Mw 
aachuntu, in 1780. and New.Hampahire in 1784."— jMi-SIatwrf 
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THE HOLY BIBLE. 



MosKs. — Chap. J, ver. 27. So 
God created man in his own 
jnia^c : in the image of God cre- 
ated he him ; male and female 
created he them.^-Gc7ie5t5. [J^oi 
tyrants and slaves.] 

XXI, 16. And he that stealeth 
a man, and eelleth him, or if he 
bo found in his hand, he shall 
surely be put to death. 

XXIII, 9. Also thou Shalt not 
oppress a stranger : for ye know 
the heart of a stranger, seeing ye 
were strangers m the land of 
E^pt — Exodus. 

XIX, 13. Thou Shalt not de- 
fraud thy neighbor, neither rob 
him : the wages of him that is 
hired shall not abide with thee all 
night until the morning. 

18. Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. 

33. And if a stranger sojotrm 
witli thee m your land, ye shall 
not vex him. 

XXV, 10. And ye shall hallow 
the fiftieth year, and proclaim 
liberty throughout all tne land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof: 
it shall be a jubilee unto you ; and 
ye shall return eviery man unto his 
possession, and ye shall return 
every man unto hij family .^- 
Leviticus, 

XV, 14, Thou shalt not op- 
press an hired servant that is poor 
and needy, whether he he of thy 
brethren, or of thy strangers that 
are in thy land within thy gates. 

XXIII, 15. THOU SHALT 
NOT DELIVER UNTO HIS 
MASTER THE SERVANT 
WHICH IS ESCAPED PROM 
HIS MASTER UNTO THEE. 
— Deuteronomy 



Job. — Chap, IV, ter, 8. Even 
as I have seen, they that plow 
iniquity, and sow wickedness, 
reap the same. 

iV, 20. Tlie wicked man 
travaileth with pain all his davs, 
and the number of years is hidden 
to the oppressor. 

XX, 18. That which he labor- 
ed for shall he restore, and shall 
not swallow U down : according 
to his substance shall the restitution 
6e, and he shall not rejoice </iere»4. 

19. Because be hath oppressed 
and hath forsaken the poor; oe» 
eauj€ he hath violently taken 
away an house which he builded 
not: 

David.— P*. XVlIIy ver, 25 
With the merciful thou wilt shew 
thyself merciful ; with an upright 
man thou wilt show thyself up* 
right; 

27. For thou wilt save the 
afflicted , people ; hut wilt bring 
down hi^ looks. 

LXXII, 4. He shall iud^ th« 
poor of the people, he shall save 
the children of the needy, and 
shall break in |Meces the oppres* 
sor. — Psalms, 

Solomon. — Chap. Ill, ver, I. 
And Solomon made affinity with 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took 
Pharaoh^s daughter, and brought 
her in to the city of David. 1 Kinga, 

I, 24. Because I have calfed 
and ye refused ; I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man re- 
garded; 

25. But ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would none 
of my reproof: 



TBB HOLT BIBLS. i 

S6. I also will laugh at your IX, 13. But go ye and leam 

calamity ; I will mock when your what that meaneth, I will have 

fear Cometh ; — Prwerha. mercy, and not sacrifice : for I 

rv, 1. So I returned, and con* am not come to call the righteous^ 

sidered all the oppressions that but sinners to repentance. 

are done under the sun : and be- XXIII, 8. But be ye not called 

hold, the tears of such as were op* Rabbi : for one is vour Master, 

pressed, and tliey had no com- even Christ ; and all ye are bro« 

forter ; and on the side of their tlven. 

oppressors there was power; but XXV, 45. Verily, I say unto 

they had no comforter. — Ecde- you, inasmuch as ye did it not to 

siastes* one of the least of these, ye did it 

unto them that call evil good, and JZl «• 7 P"^"* dd'J^™»c« 

good evil ; that pat darT^B for tht .^Ef ;?' 5"f "TfT^^ 

^ and ight for darkness ; that 2^ ^ T!i k'^''!?^ I ^^?^ 

put bitter for sweet, and sw^t for *^ ^^^ "» bruised.-St. Lukt. 

' LVill, 6. J* not this the ftst that , ^l-FVJt^~^'^- b """• ^ 

I have chosen ? to loose the bands 1T^» ^^^'^f *" -""J?^ 

of wickedness, to undo the heavy '^'^ Of a truth I percave that 

burdens, an.,; let the oppress^ "^.'^^'^^ ^^ZU^ . 

go free, and that ye break every ^^^j^ y^ and workeVh ri^ . 

^ eousness, is accepted with him. — 

Jeremiah. — Chap. XXXIV, ver. Acts, 

17. Therefore thus saith the LoRP, III, 8. Finally, he ye all of one 

Ye have not heariiened unto me, nund, having compassion one of 

in proclaiming liberty, every one another ; love as brethren, . be 

to nis brother, and every man to pitiful, be courteous \ — 1st Epistle, 
his neighbor : behold, I proclaim 

a liberty for you saith the Lokd, St. Paul, — Chap, U, ver. 6. 

to the sword, to the pestilence. Who will render to ever man ac» 

and to the famine; and I. will cording to his deeds, 

make you to be removed into all 11. For there is no respect of 

the kingdoms of the earth. persons with God«-^£pts^^€ to t^ 

Jesus Christ. ^VII, 26. And hath made of . 

Cfhap, r, ver. 7. l^essed care one blood all nations of men- for 

the mercifol : for they shall obtain to dwell on the face of the earth, 

mercy. and hath determined the times be- 

VII, 8. For with what iudg- fore appointed, and the bounds 

ment ye judge, ye shall be judged : of their habitation.-— «^c/«. 

and with what measure ye mete. III, 17. Now the Lord is that 

it shdil be measured to you again. Spirit : and where the Spirit of 

12. Therefore all tlungs wbat* .the Lord w, there is liberty, 

soever ye would that men should VIII, 14. But by an equality, 

do to you, do ye even so to them : that now at this time your abun- 

for this is the law and the pro- dance may be a supply for their 

phets. M'ant, that their abundance also 
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rear bo a supply for your want, 
tdat. Uiere may be equality. — 
^'2 Ctrmthians. 

V, 1. Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has 
rna<!e us A-ee, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. 

i 3. For, brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty ; only use not 
!'l)€rty for an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another. 

J 4. For all the law is fulfilled 
in one word, even in tliis, Thou 
riMilt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
— Galatians, 

V, 9. A nd, ye masters, do the 
same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening: knowing that your 
Master also is in heaven ; neither 
is there respect of persons with 
him. — Ephesians, 

III, 25. But he that doeth wronff 
shall receive for the wrong which 
he hath done : and there is no 
respect of persons. 

IV, 1. Masters, give unto your 
servants that which is just and 
equal ; knowing that ye also hj^ve 
a Master wliich is in heaven.— 
Colossians. 

Xill, 3. Remember them that 
are in bonds, as bound with them ; 
and them which suffer adversity, 
as being yourselves also in the 
body. — Hebrews. 

St. James.— CAap. J/, ver, 6. 
But ye have despised the poor. 
Do r*^*. rich men oppress you, and 
draw you before the judgment- 
seats? 

8. Tf ye fulfil the royal law ac- 



cording -to the seripture, Tfaon 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself 
ye do well : 

9. But if ye have respect to 
persons, ve commit sin, and arc 
convinced of the law as traiuk 
gressors. 

St. John.— CAap. IV, ver, 20i. 
If a man say, I love God and 
hateth his brother, he is a liarr 
lor he that loveth not his brothel 
whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hnth not seen 1 

21. And tliis commandmeni 
have we from him^ That he whc 
loveth God love his brother aIso» 
—'ist Epistle, 

XIII, 9. If any man have aQ 
ear, let him hear. 

10. He that leadeth into cap- 
tivity, shall go into captivity : m 
that killeth with tne sword, must 
be killed with the sword. 

11. And the merchants of the 
earth shall weep and mourn ovet 
her; for no man buyeth theix 
merchandise any more : 

13. Fine flour, and wheat, and 
beasts, and sheep, and horses, and 
chariots, and slaves and souls of 
men. 

XX, 13. And the sea ^ve up 
the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man ac- 
cording to their works. 

XXII, 12. And behold I come 
quickly ; and my reward m with 
me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be. — RevelaliOJiu 



WILLIAM HOGARTH'S 

PROGRESS or CRUELTT. 

These prints were engraved with the hope of in some 
degree correcting that barbarous treatment of animals, the 
very sight of wiiich renders the streets of our metropolis ' 
so distressing to every feehng mind. If they have that ef- 
fect in checking iJie progress of cruelty, 1 am more proud 
of being their author than I should be ol having painted 
Raphael's Cartoons I Hogarth. 



THE PROGRESS OF CRUELTY. 

X*be temperance and abolitidn people and presses have essayed to 
move earth and heaven by all * sorts of means and appeals except 
one ; they seem studiously to have avoided a thought or a sentence 
on tiie connection of theii* principles with the condition of the infe. 
rior animals. -But do not these sui!er as well as the human race 
from man's drunkenness, and from starvation^ blows and all ill-treat- 
ment, except perhaps the consciousness of the degradation of their 
slavery, and deprivation of tlie Bible. Of what use is liberty but as 
the handmaid of humanity ? Six pages are here annexed, exhibi- 
ting the progress of cruelty from infancy to maturity, from its in* 
fliction on the lowest animals to the most aggravated crimes to- 
wards the human species. They are from the " Spirit of Hu- 
manity." 

The First Stage of Cruelty, — Here are seen children of various 
ages, engaged in iiiflbrent barbarous diversions ; some solitary, some 
in groups. The wretch on the right hand corner in front, is tying 
a bone to a dog's tail, in order to hurry it through the streets and en- 
joy its terror and pain. Next to him is a lad setting two cocks to 
fight ; a refined amusement practised by full.grown children. On 
the left corner a dog is urged to* worry and tear to pieces, one of the 
tabby kind, by a young tyrant. A nero of a fellow has deprived his 
dog of its ears, and is about cutting off its tail with his shears. A youth 
returning from school, intercedes in behalf of the maimed, suffering 
creature, and even oflers the other a book as a present, if he will re- 
lease the dog. This shows not only tlie necessity of general in- 
struction, but also that general humanity should always be an essen- 
tial constituent of education, without which, both boys and liken 
would be little better than savages and brutes. 

The iSecond Stage. — The spirit of inhumanity exhibited in the first 
plate as growing up in youth, is in this ripened to manhood. The base 
riero of our piece has become a hackney coachman, a profession which 
affords him an opportunity of displaying his bratal disposition. He is 
here shown cruel^ beating one of his> horses. The lean, galled, and 
starved appearance of the afHicted creature, is manifest proof of the 
habitual un kindness of its master. Pity it is, that such barbarous 
wretches should be suffered to live at large, or at all events, to have any 
control over sentient beings. On the right is seen one of those inhu- 
man wretches, who are so often permitted to drive cattle to and 
from the slanghter^house and market. He hasheaten a tender over- 
driven lamb with ai club stick for not going on, and the poor faint 
creature is dying with the fatigue and blows. 

The Third Stage. — His notorious barbarity as a hackney coach- 
man, was attended with discharge from his place. His recklessness of 
moral principles led him to highway robbery. He next deceived 
and betrayed a young woman, for baseness and duplicity are a com- 
mon form of cruelty. He consummates his crimes by her murder ; 
but is arrested, and the cruel oppressor who had no feeling for others 
it compelled at last to feel for himself! 



FKOOBEM or CHOECTT. 



Wliat TBriDM >«nei of cruel sport 

Tbeinrint race emploT, 
Whal foiore baseoess, iuidi Import 

ThetrtsDlialbeboT. 

Behold n yonih of gcniler look, 



While pitr cLarma tbe aljtU. 



tt>IBIT OF HtWAIHTT. 



EARLY FRIENDSHIP. 

The great old House Dug- in who« ftoe 
Rough worlh ind all that's good had placs, 

With )iaw ao broad and velvet drooping; jowl*, 
Stretched in the aun would roll for nie, 
Wilh hia rude love and awkward glee, 

Half cloaed his lauglibg eye with metrj growl*. 

At length weigli'd down, and grey wilh yeata, 
The guard no nioro [bat atill'd my fears 

Ag through the wood, at eve, I trudg'd along : 
Chanced waa his hazel e;o oifire, 
And din the ray that could iniipire 

My little heart with boldneaa not ilB oim. 

Yet slitl he crawl'd to lick ray ftet. 
And ohooM hJB bad beside my seat, 

Look'd up, and wagged hii tail when I wH bj ; 
And when quite blind, with 'lifUd eara, 
Soon aa the well known voice he hears, 

lie told CIWBB ail he could) his friend was m^ I 

Poor faithfal brute ! thy love so trus 

He'er waned, a* haman friendship* do ; 

Hot e'en unkindneas could ihy leal repww. 

For did one amile but beam on tboe 



Tha above is is a Roe contrMt lo (be First Stage of Crocjlj. 



ii. 



nh o'tT-itott and bisl, 
lib ilu bloHi. ' 
chea ! whence procMdi 
irinsi from blrtaniw de«(U I 



W CSOBLTT. 



uguFhTing^ in a several Ule, 
Ih rnnricmn. rf. for a TJlliaD i 

dire It degiM, 
a eaeh degree ; 

Throng tolhe bar all cryine, Gailta! auiltv! 

1 tbaU deipilr— There ig no creature loiei m« 

And, ir I die. do soul ihall pit, mc : 

Nt]P( wbtttton ilmild thai I 



TfiS 8LAVJUI OF SLAWlEKt, 



AN APPENDAGE. 

[AlthoQgh the names of mainy assiduous lecturers and laborers la 
the righteous cause, have, from want of space been omitted in this 
Legion of Liberty, and but a page or paragraph, been allowed even 
to uiose who have written voluminously, yet, at tlie suggestion of a 
devoted advocate of freedom and justice the views and feelings 
of about a dozen of the leaders of the slaves of slavery are admitted 
as an example. Tiiese sentiments will be found worthy of their 
source* and to corroborate the charaeter of the slave system and it& 
fruits as exhibited by the previous works of the friends of liberty 
and humanity, with which they strongly contrast.] 



B. WATKINS LEIGH. 

Power and property may be separated for a time by force or 
fraud, hut divorced, never. For so soon as the pang of separation is 
felt, if there be truth in history — if there be any certainty in the ex- 
perience of ages — if all pretensions to a knowledge of the human 
neart be not vanity and foUy — property will purchase pow<i;r, and 
power will take property. 

Sir, the true and peculiar advantage of the principle of represen- 
tative government is, that it holds government absolutely depend. 
ent on individual property, which gives the owner of property an 
interest to watch the government — that it puts the purse-strings in 
the hands of its owners. 

In every civilized country under the sun, some there must be who 
tabor for their daily bread, either by contract with, or subjection to 
others, or for themselves. — Slaves in the eastern part of the state fill 
the place of the peasantry of Europe — of the peasantry or day la. 
borers of the non-siavcholding states of the. Union. The denser the 
populatwn, the more numerous this class will be. Even in the 
present state of the population beyond the Allegany, there must be- 
some peasantry, and as the country fills up, there must be more, 
that is, men who tend the herds and dig the soil — who have neither 
real nor personal capital of their own,' and who earn their daily 
bread by the sweat of their brow. They (by this scheme) are all 
to be represented, but none of our slaves. And yet, in political 
economy, the latter fill exactly the same place. Slaves indeed are 
not, nor ever will be, comparable to the hardy peasantry of the 
mountains, in intellectusl power, in moral worth, in all that deter- 
mines man's degree in the moral scale and raises him above the 
brute. I beg pardon — his Maker placed him a,bove thesbrute-— above 
the savage— above that wretched slat«, of which the only comlbrt is 
the natural rights of iqan. I have as sincere feelings of regard for 
that people as any man who lives among them. But I ask gentle, 
men to say, whether they brieve that those who depend on their 
daily labor ifor their daily subsistence, can, or do ever enter into^^ 
litical affairs ? They never do— never will — never can. — Speech in 
Virginia C<Jtiivention, 1829, 
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F. W. PICKENS. 

<* All society settles down into a claKsification of capitalists and 
laborers. The former will own the latter, wther collectively through 
the government, or individually in a state of domestic servitude as 
exists in the Southern States of this confederacy. If laborers ever 
obtain the political power of a country, it is in fact in a state of re- 
volution. The capitalists north of Mason and Dixon^s line, have 
precisely the same interests in the labor of the country that the capi- 
talists of England have in their labor. Hence it is, that they must 
have a strong federal government (!) to control tlie labor of the na- 
ti<m. But it is precisely the reverse with us. We have already not 
only a right to the proceeds of our laborers, but wc own a class of 
laborers themselves. But let me say to gentlemen who represent 
the great class of capitalists in the north, beware that you do not 
drive us into a separate system, for if you do, as certain as the de- 
crees of heaven, you will be compelled to appeal to the sword to 
maintain yourselves at h«me. It may not come in your day ; but 
your children's children will be covered with the blood of domestic 
fikctions, and a plundering mob contending for power and conquest.** 
— Pickens of South Carolina in Congress, 2lst Jan^y 1837. 

CHANCELLOR HARPER. 

•* Would you do a benefit to the horse or the ox by giving him a 
enltivated understanding, a fine feeling? So far as the mere la* 
borer has the pride, tho knowledge or the aspiration of a freeman, 
he is unfitted for his situation. If tliere are sordid, servile labori- 
ous office^ to be performed, is it not better that there should be sor- 
did, servile laborious beings to perform them ? 

"Odium has been cast upon our legislation on account of. its for^ 
bidding the elements of education being communicated to slaves. 
But in trutK.what injury is done them by this ? He who works 6vh 
ring the day with his hands, doe9 not read in (he intervals of leisure 
for his amusement, or the improvement of his mind, or the cxcep.- 
tion is so very rare as scarcely to need the being provided for.** 
"-'Southern Lit. Messenger, 

** Is there any thing in the principles and opinions of the other 
fwrty, the great democratic rabble as it has been justly called, which 
should induce us to identify ourselves with that ? Here you may 
find every possible grade and hue of opinion which has ever existed 
in the country. Here you may find loafer and loco foco and agra. 
rian, and all the rabble of the city of New- York, the most corrupt 
and depraved of rabbles, and which controls, in a great degree the 
city itself, and through that as being the comraereial metropolis, ex> 
ercises much influence ever the state at large. 

** What are the essential principles of democracy as disttnguisfaed 
from republicanism ? The first consists in the dogma so portentcOm 
to oa of the natural equality and unalienable right to liberty of every 
Iranian being. Our allies (!) no doubt, are wiHing at present to 
modify the ck>ctrine in our favor. But the spirit 3t demooracy at 
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UifB makef no sach exceptions, nor will these (our allies, the north- 
em denocrats) eontinue to make it longer than necessity or inter- 
est may require. The sep^nd consists in the doctrine of the dirioe 
right of majorities ; a doairine not less false, and slavish, and ab- 
surd than the ancient one of the divine right of kings.** — Sjieeeh July 
4.1840. 

ROBERT WICKLIFFE. 

M Gentlemen wanted to drive out the black population that they 
may obtain white negroes in their place. While negroes have this 
advantage over black negroes* they can be converted into voters; 
and the men who live upon the sweat of their brow, and pay them 
bat a dependent and scanty subsistence, can, if able to keep ten thou, 
tnd of them in employment, come up to toe polls and change the 

»tin^ of the country. 

•< l£>w improved will be our condition when we have such white 
negroes as perform the servile labors of Europe, of Old England, 
and he would add now of New England, when our body servants 
and our cart drivers, and our street sweepers, are white negroes in- 
stead of black. Where will be the independence, the proud spirit, 
and the chivalry of the Kentuckians then V*^^8peeeh in Kentucky, 

[Had the gentleman looked across the riTor, he might have found 
an answer to his question, in the wealth, power, and happiness of 
Ohio^ — A, S, Reporter.] 

GEORGE McDUFFIK. 

» 

It is my deliberate -opinion, that the laws of every community 
should publish this species of interference by death without benefit 
of clergy.* ... No humane institution, in my .opinion, is more 
manifestly consistent with the will of God than domestic slavery. 
If we look into the elements of which all political compunities are 
composed, it will be found that servitude in some form, is one of the 
essential constituents* . . In the very nature of things, there must 
bo classes <^ persons to discharge all the different offices ot society, 
from the highest to the lowest. . . Where these offices are performed 
by members of the political community, a dangerous eleipent is ob- 
viously introduced by the body politic Hence, the alarming ten* 
dency to violate the rights of property by agrarian legislation, which 
is beginning to be mani&st in the older states, where universal 8u£. 
frage prevails without domestic slavery; a tendency that wiU in. 
erease in the progress of society, with the increasing inequality of 
domestic slaveiy, supersedes the necessity of an order of nobUity, 
and all the other appendages of a hereditary system of government. 
Domestic slavery, therefore, instead of being an evil, is the corner 
stone of our republican edifice. No patriot, who justly estimates 
oar privileges, will tolerate the idea of emancipation at any period 
hbwevw remote, or on any condition of pecuniary advantage, how* 
ever finvourable. I would as soon think of opening a negotiation 
£» s^ing tha libertiea of the state at once* as. &r making any stimip 
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lation for the ultimate emancipation of our elayeti. . . If the le^i*- 
lature should concur in these views of this important element of our 
political and social system, our confederates should be distinctly in- 
formed, in any communication we may have occasion to make to 
tbem, that in claiming to be exempt from all foreipi interference, 
we can recogniae no distinction between ultimate and immediata 
emancipation. . . It behoves us therefore, to demand of all the non* 
■laveholding states. 1. A formal, and solemn disclaimer by its leg^ 
islature, of the existence of any rightful power, either in such state, 
or the United States in congress assembled, to interfere in any man- 
ner with the institution of domestic slavery in South Carolina. 9. 
The immediate passage of penal laws by such legislatures, denoune- 
ing against the incendiaries of whom we complain, such punish- 
ments as will speedily and for ever suppj'css their machinations 
against our peace and safety. . . The liberal, enlightened, and' 
magnanimous conduct of the people in many pottiont* of the non> 
slaveholding states, forbids us to anticipate a refusal on the part of 
those states, to fulfil these high obligations of national faith and du* 
ty,^~-^Extraen from his Message to 8. Carolina y 1835. 

JOHN C. CALHOUN. 

*' We regard slavery as the most safe and stable "basis for free in- 
stitutions in the world. It is impossible with us that the conflict 
can take place between labor and capital, which makes it so diffi- 
cult to establish s^nd maintain free institutions in all wealthy and 
highly civilized nations where such institutions do not exist. Every 
plantation is a little community with the master at its head, who 
concentrates in himself the united interests of capital and labor of 
which he is the common representative." — Mr. Calhoun of South 
Carolina^ in the United States Senate, Jan, lOih^ 1840. 

In United States Stnate, Feb. 4, 1836. 

Mr. Calhoun from the select committee, reported the following 
Wll:— 

Be it enacted, ^c, That it shall not be lawful for any deputy 
postmaster, in any state, territory, or district knowingly to receive 
and put into the mail any pamphlet, news-paper, handbill, oT other 
paper, printed or written, or pictorial representation, touching th« 
subject of slavery, addressed to any person or post^ffice in any 
skate, territory, or district, where, by the iaws of said state, territo^ 
IT» or district, their calculation is prohibited. Nor shall it be law* 
ral for any deputy postmaster in said 8tate» territory, or district, 
knowingly to deliver to any person any such pamphlet, new8papS9\ 
handbill, or other paper, printed or written, or pictorial representa. 
tion, to any person whatever, except to such persons as are duly 
authorized by the proper authority of such state, territory, or district, 
to receive the same. 
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HENRY CLAY. 

With the abolitionists, the ri^j^hts of properly are nothing ; the de- 
fieiency of the powers of the General Government is nothing; the 
acknowledged and incontestible powers of the Slates are nothing ; 
eivil war and dissolation of the Union, and the overthrow of a 
fovernment io which are concentrated the fondest hopes of the 
orilized world, are nothing. A single idea has taken possession of 
their minds, and onward they pursue it, overlooking all barriers, 
lecUess and regardless of all consequences. With this class, the 
inuDediate abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and in 
the Territory of Florida, the prohibition of the removal of ^aves 
fiom State to State, and the refusal to admit any new State, coon. 
prising within its limits the institution of domestic slavery, are but 
m many means conducing to the accomplishment of the ultimate 
hat perilous end at which they avowedly and boldly aim ; are but so 
many sliort stages in the long and bloody road to the distant goal at 
which they would finally arrive. 

To the agency of their powers of persuasion, they now propose to 
•obetitate tlie powers of the ballot box ; and he must be blind to what 
ii passing before us, who does not peroeivethat the inevitable tenden- 
cy of tlieir proceedings is, if these should be found insuj£cient, to 
invoke, finally, the more potent powers of the bayonet. 

It, therefore, these ullra-aboli Zionists are seriously determined to 
pursue their scheme of immediate abolition, they should at once set 
about raising twelve hundred millions of dollars^ to indemnify the 
owners of slave property. And the taxes to raise that enormous 
amount can only be justly assessed upon themselves or upon the free 
States, if they can persuade them to assent to such an assessment ; 
for it woutd be a mockery of all justice and an outrage against all 
equity to levy any portion of the tax upon the slave States to pay 
for their own unquestionable property. — Speech in the V, 8* Senate, 
Feb, 1839. 



WADDY THOMPSON 

Of South Carolina, moved to amend as follows : " Strike out all 
after instrnctions,** and insert, 

To report a joint resolution, directing the President to take the 
proper steps for the annexation of Texas to the United States, as 
soon as it can be done consistently with the treaty stipulations of 
this government.— JfotioR in the House cf Representatives^ June 
14, 1838. 
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JAMES HAMILTON. 

We hav«, thereforef a claim on the governmenU of the non4ilaiw- 
holding States, not only moral and social, but of indispensable con- 
stitutional obligation, that this nuisance shall bb adapted. They 
not only owe it fb us, but they owe it to themselves, to that Union, 
at whose shrine tliey have so often offered up the highest pledges, 
by which man can plight his temporal faith. 

Apart from all these obligations, resulting from the constitutional 
compact, which unites these States, and which make the imperative 
duty of one member of this confederacy not to allow its citizens to 
plot a^inst Uie peace, properly and happiness of another menabeTf 
there is no principle of international law better established, than 
that even among foreign nations, such atrocious abuses are not to 
be tolerated, except at the peril of that high and ultimate penalty, hj 
which a brave and free ]^ople vindicate their rights. — Report of S, 
Carolina Legislature, 



MORDECAI MANASSEH NOAH. 

It is understood that an abolition convention is to be held in this 
city during the present month, and it has been avowed in the offic* 
ial Gazette, attached to the interests of the delegates about to assem. 
ble, hat the question of repealing the Union between the North and 
the South, will be openly discussed on that occasion. This has 
been in part contradicted, but coupled with a declaration that no vi. 
olence shall prevent the discharge of their duty. It is possible that 
the objects and intentions of this convention may have been misrep* 
resented, for it is difficult to believe that even fanaticism, carried to 
its fullest extent, could have the boldness to broach doctrines of the 
most treasonable hnport, in the midst of a population devotedly at- 
tached to the Union of the States. The people have an undoubted 
right to assemble and discuss any question connected with the main- 
tenance of their own rights, and the free preservation of our free in- 
stitutions ; but it is unreasonable to suppose that, in any attempt to 
carry out the objects of this meeting, however ostensibly humane 
they may be, that such convention will be permitted to suggest, 
much less discuss, a project embracing a dissolution of our happy 
form of government. Should the experiment however be made, 
which would evidently tend to a disastrous breach of the public 
peace, it will be your duty to present the agitators, and indict every 
person whose active agency may lead to such results, and this 
Court by the rigid enforcement of the laws, will convince any body 
of men, making this cit^r the theatre of their deliberations, that their 
objects and intentions must be strictly legal, rationable and jostifia- 
Ue.— CAtfrge to the N, Y. Grand Jury, May, I84d. 



THE 'slaves of SLAVERY. 

JAMES WATSON WEBB. 

No man not blind to future consequences, to all former examples^ 
and to all tbe lessons of past experience, can hesitate a mcnnent in 
ioreseeins; that the triumph of the abolitionists is ^ thousand times 
more likely to be consummated by the extermination of the masten, 
their wives and their children, than bj the freedom and consequent 
happiness of the slaves. 

As the enemies then of social order, of the rights of property, of 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of our brethren of the race of 
white men, their wives and their children, and as the vilifiers and 
sappers of our social institutions, Lavvs and Constitution, we say 
therefore, that the preachers, and expounders of such doctrines, are 
JQsily amenable to the laws of th^ land, as common and notorious 
disturbers of the public peace, enemies to the rights of properly, and 
traitors to the country. We ground this assertion, not on any par- 
ticular statute, but on that great and universal principle of the com- 
mon law of nature, which recognizes, not only the right but the da. 
ty of every human being, and every human society to protect their 
property, their rights^ and their lives. 

Here are a set of fanatical railers, half foreign, half zealots, half 
hypocrite, railing and raving against tbe constitution, the laws, and 
the social institutions of the land, and denouncing them as directly 
at war with the rights of i\ature and the laws of God, of which they 
impiously and insolently pretend to be the sole interpreters, Care- 
less of consequences, or what is more likely, eagerly anticipating the 
result of their labors, in the massacre of hundreds of thousands of 
their brethren, and the second act of the bloody drama of St^ Domin. 
go ; despising the lessons of the past, the auguries of the Aiture^and 
foaming at the mouth with the hydrophobia of fanaticism, they rush 
madly from city to city, calling on the people of the north to be- 
come their accomplices in the ruin, and extermination of their broth,- 
ers of the south, and proclaiming with all the fury of the inspira- 
tion of darkness, a crusade against their own kindred, color and 
blood. And this they call philanthropy ; this they blasphemously 
den(»ninate a compliance with the scriptures, and the will of the 
great Being by whom their writers were inspired. — N. Y. Courier 
and Enquirer. 



THE SLATES or SLiVEBT. 

HENRT A. WISE. 

" Let Texsi once proclaim > ciusrc1« ■gainst th« rich Statai to tiM 
■DUtii of her, and iii a moirunl, votunlecrs would Qockto her atand* ] 
tii in crowds, from sll the Btai™ in tlie great valley of the M .--:»■ 
aippi — men of enlerprise and valor b.!(i>rB wliuiii no Mexican Itoui* 
could itand Tor an lionr. They irnuld leave ibeir ona tawaa, am 
themselvex, and travel ou Iheir ovrn cust, and would coma up in 
thouBan<l9, to plant the lone atar of tliu Tuxan banner, on the Meii- 
oan capital. Tliej nrould drive Santa <o the South, and the bonnd- 
leaa neallli of captured luwnn, and tilled churchca, and a laij, vio- 
ioua and h^urioua pricathood, would soon enable Teiaa to pa; her 
■oldier}', and lulcem her Siale debt, and push her fietorioua anna 
to the VHiy hhuresof tlie Pacitii;. And would not all Ihia extend the 
^uunda of alaver/T Yes, the result Would be, that before another 
quarter of a century, the ex'.en^ion of atavcry would not alop diort 
of Ibe Western Ocean. We had but two alternatives before nai 
tsilhor to receive Texas into our fraternity of Statea, and ihiu nuik« 
brrourown. or lo leave herto conquer Mexico, and become outmost 
dannrouB and formidable rival. 

"To talk of rcetraining the people of the great Talley ttrnn emh 
grating lo join her arinioii, was all in vain ; and itwaa equally rain 
to eatculats on their defeat by any Mexican forces, aided by Eng- 
land or not They had gone once already ; it was they thai con- 
quered Santa Anna, at San Jaeinto ; and three fourths of them, aP- 
ter winning that glorious fit'ld, had peaceably returned to their homes. 
But onco set beliiro them the conqueat of the rich Mexican provin- 
ces, and yoQ might aa wiill attempl to atop the wind. This Gov. 
emmcnt might aendfla Iroops lo the frontier, lo turn them back, and 
Ihey would run over them like a herd of buffalo. 

" Nothing conid keep these booted loafers from rushing on, UU 
they kioked the Spaninb prieala out of the tsmplea thej pro&ned.^— 
£fwcA in Cnngresa, April, 184^. 
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